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The Bahir

Sedion |

The First Verses of Creation

1. Rabbi Nehuniah ben HaKana said:

One verse (Job 37:21) gates, "And now they do not see Ight, it isbrilliant (Bahir) in the
skies...[round about God in terrible majesty]."

Another verse, however, (Psalm 18:12), states, "He male darknessHis hiding place" Itis
also written (Psalm 97:2), "Cloud and gloom surround Him." This is an apparent
contradiction.

A third verse comes and reconciles the two. Itiswritten (Psalm 13912), "Even darknessis
not dark to You. Night shines like day -- light and darkness are the sane."

2. Rabhi Berachiah said:

It iswritten (Genesis 1:2), "The eath was Chaos (Tohu) and Desolation (Bohu).

What isthe meaning of the word "was" in this verse? This indicates that the Chaos existed
previously [and already was].

What is Chaos (Tohu)? Something that confounds (Taha) people.

What is Desolation (Bohu)? It is something that has substance. Thisisthereason that itis
called Bohuy, that is, Bo Hu -- "it isin it."

3. Why does the Torah begin with the letter Bet? In order that it begin with ablessng
(Berachah).

How do we know that the Torah is called ablessng? Becaise it is written (Deuteronamy
33:23), "Thefilling is God's blessing possessng the Seaand the South.”

The Seais nothing other than the Torah, asit iswritten ( Job 11:9), "It iswider than the sea”
What isthe meaning of the verse, "Thefilling is God's blessing?' This meansthat wherever
we find the letter Bet it indicates ablessng.

It isthuswritten (Genesis 1:1), "In the beginning (BeReshit) [God created the reaven and the
eath." BeReshit is Bet Reshit.]

Theword "beginning" (Reshit) is nothing other thanWisdom. It isthus written (Psalm
111:10), "The beginning iswisdom, the fea of God."

Wisdomisablessing. It isthuswritten, "And God blessed Solomon." It is furthermore
written (I Kings 5:26), "And God gave Wisdom to Solomon."

Thisresembles aking who marries his daughter to his son. He givesher to him at the
wedding and saysto him, "Do with herasyou desire."

4. How do we know that the word Berachah[usually translated as blessing] comes from the
word Baruch [meaning blessed]? Perhgpsit comes from the word Berech [meaning kneq.

It iswritten (Isaiah 44:23), "For to Me shall every kneebend." [ Berachahcan therefore
mean] the Placeto which every knee bends.

What example does this resemble? People want to seethe king, but do not know where ©
find his house (Bayit). First they ask "Where isthe king's house?' Only then can they ask
"Where isthe king?"
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It isthuswritten, "For to Me shall every kneebend" -- even the highest -- "every tongue shall
swea."

5. Rabbi Rahumai sat and expounded:

What is the meaning of the verse (Deuteronamy 33:23), "Thefilling is God's blessing,
possessing the Seaand the South™"?

This meansthat wherever we find the letter Bet it is blessed.

Thisisthe Filling referred to in the verse, "The filling is God's blessing."

From there it nourishes those who nedl it. It was from this Fill ing that God sought advice
What example doesthis resemble? A king wanted to build his palaceamong gred cliffs. He
mined into the bedrock and uncovered agrea spring of living water. The king then said,
"Sincel have flowingwater, | will plant agarden. Then | will delight init, and so will al the
world."

It istherefore written (Proverbs 8:30), "I was with Him asa craftsman, | was His delight for
aday, aday, frolicking before him atevery time."

The Torah is saying, "For two thousand years | was in the bosom of the Blessed Holy One as
Hisdelight."

The verse therefore says, "aday, aday." Each day of the Blessed Holy One isathousand
yeas, asit iswritten (Psalm 90:4), "A thousand yeasin Your eyesis as but yesterday when
it ispassed.”

From then on, it isat times, asthe verse states, "[frolicking before Him] at every time."
Therest is for the world. It isthuswritten (Isaiah 48:9), "I will [breahe out] My praise
through My nose for you."

What isthe meaning of "My praise"? As it iswritten (Psalm 145 2), "A praise of David, |
will raise You high [my God, O King, and | will bless Y our name for the world and
forever]."

Why isthisapraise? Becaise | will "raise Y ou high."

And what isthis elevation? Because "I will blessY our name for the world and forever."

8. What isablessing?

It can be explained with an example. A king planted treesin hisgarden. It may rain and water
them, and the ground may be wet and provide them with moisture, but still , he must water
them from the spring.

It isthuswritten (Psalm 111:10), "The beginning is Wisdom, the fea of God, good
intelligenceto all who do them [His praise endures forever]."

Y ou may think that it ladks something. Itis therefore written, "His praise endures forever."

7. Rabbi Amorai sat and expounded:

What isthe meaning of the verse (Deuteronamy 33:23), "Thefilling is God's blessing,
possessing the Seaand the South?’

Moses was saying, "If youfollow my decrees, you will inherit both thisworld and thenext."
The World to Come is likened to the seg asit iswritten (Job 11:9), "It iswider than the sea"
The present world isreferred to asthe South. It isthus written (Joshua15:19), [Give me a
blessing] for you have set me in the land of the south, [therefore give me springs of water]."
The Targum translates this, "behold the eath is the south."

8. Why did God add the letter Heh to Abraham's name, rather than any other letter?
Thiswas so thatall parts of man'sbody shoud be worthy of lifein the World to Come,
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which is likened to the sea

To the extent that we can expressit, the Structure was completed in Abraham. [Regarding
this Structure] it iswritten (Genesis 9:6), "For in the form of God, He made the man.”
The numerical value of Abraham is 248 the number of partsin man's body.

9. What isthe meaning of (Deuteronomy 33:23), "[Thefilling is God's blessing, the Seaand
the South] he shall inherit it (YiRaShad)?' It would have leen sufficient if the verse said,
"Inherit (RaSHh [the Seaand the South]."

But this comesto tead us that God must also be included. The word YiRaShad thus contains
the leters RaSh YH [meaning, "inherit God"].

What does this resemble? A king had two treasuries, and he hid one away. After many days
he said to his son, "Take what isin thesetwo treasuries." The son replied, "Perhaps you are
not giving me all that you have hidden away." The king said, "Take everything."

It isthuswritten, "the Seaand the South, he shall inherit it." Inherit God (YH RaSH) --
everythingwill be givento you if you only kegp My ways.

10. Rabhbi Bun said:

What isthe meaning of the verse (Proverbs 8:23), "l was set upfrom eternity (Me-Olam),
from ahead, before the eath?’

What isthe meaning of "from eternity (Me-Olam)?' This meansthat it must be conceded
(He-elam) from the world.

It isthuswritten (Ecdesiastes 3:11), "He has also placead the world (Ha-Olam) in their heats
[that they should not find out the work that God has done from the beginning to the end].” Do
not read Ha-Olam (the world), but He-elam (concealment).

The Torah said, "I wasfirst, o that | might be the head of the world." It isthus written, "
was set upfrom eternity, from a hea."

Y ou may think that the eath wasbeforeit. Itis therefore written, "before the eath.”

It isthuswritten (Genesis 1:1), "In the beginning creaded God the heaven and the eath.”
What isthe meaning of "creaed"? He creatdeverything that was needel for al things. And
then God. Only after that is it written "the heaven and the eath.”

11 What isthe meaning of the verse (Ecdesiastes 7:14), "Also one opposte the other was
made by God."

He creatd Desolation (Bohu) and placel it in Peace and He creatd Chaos (Tohu) and
placel it in Evil.

Desolation isin Peace, as it iswritten (Job 25:2), "He makes peacein His high places."
Thisteates usthat Michael, the prince to God'sright, iswater and hail, while Gabriel, the
princeto God's left, is fire. The two are reconcil ed by the Prince of Peace. Thisisthe
meaning of the verse, "He makes peacein His high places."

12. How do we know that Chaosisin Evil? It iswritten (Isaiah 45:7), "He makes peaceand
creaesevil."

How does this come out? Evil is from Chaos, while Peaceis from Desolation.

He thus creaed Chaos and placed it in Evil, [as it iswritten "He makes peace and creaes
evil." He creatd Desolation and placalitin Peaceasitiswritten, "He mekes peacein His
high places."]

13. Rabbi Bun also sat and expounded:
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What is the meaning of the verse (Isaiah 45:7), "He forms light and credes darkness?’
Light has substance. Therefore, the term "formation” is used with regard toit. Darkness has
no substance, and therefore, with regard to it, the term "credion” isused. It issimilarly
written (Amos 4:12), He forms mountains and creaes the wind."

Another explanation isthis:

Light wasadually brought into existence, as it iswritten (Genesis 1:3), "And God said, let
there be light." Something cannot be brought into existenceunlessit is made. The term
"formation” istherefore used.

In the cas of darkness however, there was no making, only separation and setting aside. Itis
for thisreason that the term "creaed" (Bara) isused. It hasthe same sense asin the
expresson, "That person became well (hi-Bria)."

14. Why isthe letter Bet closed on all sidesand open in the front? Thisteahes usthat it is
the House (Bayit) of the world. God isthe placeof the world, and the world is not His place
Do not read Bet, but Bayit (house).

It isthuswritten (Proverbs 24:3), "With wisdom the house is built, with understanding it is
established, [and with knowledge are its chambers filled]."

15. What doesthe Bet resemble? It is like a man, formed by God with wisdom. He is closed
on all sides, but open in front. The Aleph, however, is open from behind.

Thisteates usthat the tail of the Bet is open from behind. If not for this, man could not
exist.

Likewise, if not for the Bet on the tail of the Aleph, the world could not exist.

16. Rabbi Rahumai said:

[lumination preceeled the world, since it iswritten (Psalm 97:2), "Cloud and gloom
surround Him." It isthus written (Genesis 1:3), "And God said, 'let there ke light,' and there
was light."

They said to Him, "Before the credion of Isragl your son, will you then make him a crown?"
He replied yes.

What does thisresemble? A king yeaned for ason. One day he found a beautiful, precious
crown, and he said, "This is fitting for my son's head."

They said to him, "Are you then certain that your son will be worthy of this crown?"
Hereplied, "Be till. Thisiswhat arises in thought.”

It isthuswritten (2 Sanuel 14:14), He thinks thoughts [that none should be cast away].
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The Aleph-Beth

17. Rabbi Amorai sat and expounded:
Why isthe letter Aleph at the beginning? Because it was before everything, even the Torah.

18. Why does Bet follow it? Because it wasfirst.
Why does it have atal? To point to the placefrom which it came.
Some say, from there the world is sustained.

19. Why is Gimel third?

It has threeparts, teading us that it bestows (gomel) kindness.

But did Rabbi Akiba not say that Gimel hasthreeparts becaise it bestows, grows, and
sustains. It isthuswritten (Genesis 21:8), "The lad grew and was lestowed.”

He said: He saysthe same as| do. He grew and bestowed kindnessto his neighboursand to
those entrusted to him.

20. And why isthere a tal at thebottom of the Gimel?
He said: The Gimel hasahead ontop, and is like a pipe. Just like apipe, the Gimel draws
from above through its head, and dispersesthrough itstail. Thisisthe Gimel.

21. Rabbi Y ochanan said:

The angels were created on the sscond day. It istherefore written (Psalm 1043), "He rafters
His upper chamberswith water [He makes the clouds His chariot, He walks on the wings of
thewind]." It isthen written (Psalm 1044), "He makes the winds His angels, His ministers
from flaming fire."

[Rabbi Haninah said: The angels were creatd on thefifth day, asitiswritten (Geness 1:20),
"And flying things shall fly upon the firmament of heaven." Regarding the angelsitiswritten
(Isaiah 6:2), "With two wingsdid they fly."]

Rabbi Levatas ben Tavrus said: All agree even Rabbi Y ochanan, that the water alrealy
existed [on the first day]. But it was on the second day that "He raftered His upper chambers
with water." [At that time He also creaed] the one who "makes the clouds his chariot,” and
the one who "walks on the wings of the wind." But His messengers were not created until the
fifth day.

22. All agreethat none were created on the first day. It should therefore not be sad that
Michael drew out the heaven at the south, and Gabriel drew it out at thenorth, while God
arranged things in the middle.

It isthuswritten (Isaiah 44:24), "I am God, | make all, | stretch aut the heavens done, the
eath isspread out before Me." [Even though we read the verse "from Me" (May-iti), it can
also bered] Mi iti -- "Who waswith Me?"

| am the One who planted this tree in order thatall the world shoud delightin it. Andin it, |
spread All.

| cdled it All because al depend uponit, al emanatefrom it, and al neeadit. Toit they look,
for it they wait, and from it, souls fly in joy.
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Alonewas| when | made it. Let no angel rise above it and say, "l was before you."

| was also donewhen | spread out My eath, in which | planted and rooted thistree | made
them rejoicetogether, and | rgoiced in them.

"Who was with Me?' To whom have | revealed this mystery?

23. Rabbi Rahumai said: From your words we could conclude that the needs of thisworld
were creaked before theheaves.

He answered yes.

What does this resemble? A king wanted to plant atreein his garden. He seached the entire
garden to find a spring flowing with water that would nourish the tree, but could not find any.
He then said, "I will dig for water, and will bring forth a spring to nourish the tree" He dug
and opened awell, flowing with living water. He then planted the tree and it stood, giving
forth fruit. It was successfully rooted, sinceit was dways watered from the well.

24. Rabbi Yanai said: The eath wascreaed first, asitiswritten (Geresis 2:4), "[On the day
that God made} eath and heaven."

They said to him: Isit not written (Genesis 1:1), "[I n the beginning God created] the heaven
and the eath"?

Hereplied: What isthis like? A king bought a beautiful objed, but since it was not complete,
he did not give it aname. He said, "I will completeit, | will prepare its pedestal and
attachment, and then | will give it aname."

It isthuswritten (Psalm 10226), "From eternity Y ou founded the eath” -- andthen, "the
heavens are the work of Y our hands."

It is furthermore written (Psalm 104:2), "He covered Himself with light like a garment, He
spread out the heaven like a curtain, He rafters Hs upper chamberswith water." It isthen
written (Psalm 104:4), "He makes the winds His angels, His ministers of flaming fire."
Finally, it iswritten (Psalm 1045), "He founded the eath on its pedestals, that it not be
removed for the world and forever."

When He made its pedestal, He strengthened it. It is therefore written, "that it not be moved."
What is its name? "And Forever (VoEd) isits name. And [the name of] its pedestal is
"World" (Olam). It istherefore written, "for the World And Forever."

25. Rabbi Berachiah said:

What isthe meaning of the verse (Genesis 1:3), And God sad, 'Let there ke light,' and there
was light"? Why does the verse not say, "And it was so"?

What isthislike? A king had a beautiful objed. He putsit away until he had a placefor it,
and then he put it there.

It istherefore written, "Let there be light, and there was light." This indicatesthat it already
existed.

26. Rabbi Amoral said: What isthe meaning of the verse (Exodus 15:3), "God isaman (Ish)
of war"?

Mar Rahumai said to him: Grea master, do not ask about something thatis so ample. Listen
to meand | will advise you.

He said to him: What is this like? A kinghadanumber of beautiful dwellings, and he gave
each one aname. One wes better than the other. He said, "I will give my son this dwelling
whose name is Aleph. This one whose name isYod isalso good asisthis one whose name is
Shin." What did he do then? He gathered all threetogether, and out of them he made a single
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name and a single house.

He said: How long will you continue to conceal your meaning?

The other replied: My son, Aleph is the read. Yodis second toit. Shin includes all the world.
Why does Shin include all the world? Because with it one writes an answer (T'shuvah).

27. The students asked him: What is the letter Daleth?

Hereplied: What isthislike? Ten kingswere in acertain place. All of them were wedthy,
but one was not quite aswedthy as the others. Even though heis ill very wealthy, heis
poor (Dal) inrelation to the others.

28. They said to him: What isthe letter Heh?

He grew angry and said: Did | not tead you not to ask about alater thing and then about an
ealier thing?

They said: But Heh comes after [ Daleth].

He replied: The order should be Gimel Heh. Why is it Gimel Daleth? Because it must be
Daleth Heh.

And why isthe order Gimel Daleth?

He said to them: Gimel isin the placeof Daleth, onitsheal it isin the place of Heh. Daleth
with itstail isin placeof the Heh.

29. What isthe letter Vav?
He said: Thereisan upper Heh and a lower Heh.

30. They said to him: But what isVav?

He said: The world was sealed with sx directions.

They said: Isnot Vav asingle letter?

Hereplied: It iswritten (Psalm 1042), "He wraps Himself in light asa garment, [he spreads
out the heavens like a curtain].”

31 Rabbi Amorai asked: Where isthe Garden of Eden?
Hereplied: It ison eath.

32 Rabhi Ishmael expounded to Rabbi Akiba:

What isthe meaning of the verse (Genesis 1:1), "[In the keginning God created] (et) the
heaven and (et) the eath"? [Why is the word et addelin both places?]

If the word et (an untranslated prepostion that conneds a trangtive verb toits predicae
noun) were absent, we would think that "heaven" and "eath" were gods. [For we could have
read the verse, "In the beginning, God, the heaven and the eath created..." taking al three
nouns as subjeds of the snterce]

He replied: By the Divine Service Y ou may have readed out for the true meaning, but you
have not sorted out, and therefore you spe&k in this manner. But [in the ca® of "heaven"] the
word et comes to include the sun, moon, stars and constell ations, while [in the case of
"eath"] it comesto add trees, plants, and the Garden of Eden.

33 They said to him: Itis written (Lamentations 2:1), "He threw the beauty of Israel from
heaven to eath." From here we seethat it fell.

He replied: If you have read, you did not review, and if you reviewed, you did not go over it
athird time. What does it resemble? A king had a beautiful crown on his heal and a beautiful
cloak on his shoulders. When he heard evil tidings, he cast the crown from his head andthe
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cloak from his shoulders.

34. They asked hm: Why isthe letter Cheth open? And why isits vowel point asmall
Patadh?

He said: Because all diredions (Ruach-ot) are closed, except for the North, which is opened
for good and for evil.

They said: How can you say that it is for good? It is not written (Ezekiel 1:4), "And behold, a
stormy wind coming from the north, agrea cloud and burning fire." Fire is nothing other
than fierceanger, asit iswritten (Lewticus 10:2), "And fire went out from before God, and it
consumed them and killed them."

He said: There is no difficulty. One caseis spe&ingof when Israel does the will of God,
while the other is speaing of when they do not do His will. When Isragl doesnot do His
will, then the fire comes close [to destroy and punish]. But whenthey do God's will, then the
Attribute of Mercy encompasses and surrounds it, asit iswritten (Micah 7:18), "He lifts up
sin and passes over rebelion.”

35. What isthis like? A king wanted to purish and whip his slaves. Oneof his governors
stood up and asked the reason for this punshment. When the king described the offence, the
governor said, "Y our daves never did such athing. | will be their bondsman until you
investigate it more thoroughy." In the meantime, the king's anger was calmed.

36. His students asked: Why is the letter Daleth thick on the side?

He replied: Becaise of the Segol which is in the small Patach.

It isthuswritten (Psalm 24:7), "The openings (pitchey) of the World." There He placel a
Patach above and a Segol below. It is for thisreason that it isthick.

37. What isthe Patach? It is an opening (Petad).

What is meant by an opening? Thisisthe diredion of north, which isopen to al the world. It
isthe gate from which good and evil emerge.

And what isgood?

He mocked them and said: Did | not tell you that it isasmall Patach (opening)?

They said: We have forgotten, tead us again.

Hereviewed it and said: What isthislike? A king hada throne. Sometimes he carried it on
hisarm, and sometimes on his head.

They asked why, and he replied: Becaise it is beautiful and it isa pity to sit on it.

They asked: Where did he place it on his head?

He replied: In the open Mem. It isthus written (Psalm 85:12), "Truth sprouts up from the
eath, and the righteousnesslooks down from heaven."

38. Rabbi Amorai sat and expounded:

What isthe meaning of the verse (Psalm 87:2), "God loves the gates of Zion more than all
the dwellings of Jawb."

"The gates of Zion" are the "openings of the World."

A gate is nothing ther than an opening. We thus say, "Open for us the gates of mercy."

God said: | love the "gates of Zion" when they are open. Why? Because they are on the side
of evil. But when Israel does goad before God and are worthy that good be opered for them,
then God loves them -- "more than all the dwellings of Jacob."

["The dwellings of Jacob"] are dl peaceasit iswritten (Genesis 25:27), "Jacob wasa smple
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man, dwelling in tents.

39. Thisis like two men, one who is inclined to do evil and does goad, and the other whois
inclined to do good and doesevil.

Who is more praiseworthy? The one who is inclined to do evil and doesgood, for hemay do
good again.

It istherefore written (Psalm 87:2), "God loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings
of Jaab." These [dwellings] are all peaceg asit iswritten (Genesis 25:27), "Jacob wasa
simple man, dwelling in tents."

40. His students asked: What is Cholem?

Hereplied: It isthe soul -- and its name is Cholem.

If you listento it, your body wil | be vigorous (Chalam) in the Ultimate Future. But if you
rebel against it, there will be sickness(Choleh) on your head, and diseases (Cholim) on its
head.

41. They also said: Every dream (Chalom) is in the Cholem.
Every white precious stone is in the Cholem. It is thus written [with regard to the High
Priest's breastplate] (Exodus 28:19), "[And in the third row...] a white stone (aChLaMah)."

42. He said to them: Come and hear the fine points regarding the vowel points found in the
Torah of Moses.

He sat and expounded: Chirek hates evildoers and purishes them. Its Sde includes jed ousy,
hatred and competition.

It isthuswritten (Psalm 37:12), "He gnashes (Chorek) histeeh at them." Do not read chorek
(gnashes), but rochek (repels).

Repel (rachek) these traits from yourself, and repel yourself from evil. Good will then
cetainly attach itself to you.

43. Chirek. Do not read ChiRiK but KeRaCh (Ice). Whatever the Chirek touches becomes
ice It isthuswritten (Exodus 34:7), "and cleanses.”

44. What isthe indicaion that Chirek has the connotation of buming?

Thisisbecause it isfirethat burnsall fire. It isthus written (1 Kings 18:38), "And God's fire
fell, and it consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones, the dust, and evaporated the
water that wasin the trench.”
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The Seven Voices and the Sephiroth

45. He (Rabbi Amorai) said:

What is the meaning of the verse (Exodus 20:15), “And all the people saw the voices.”
These are thevoice regarding which King David spoke.

It isthuswritten (Psalm 29:3), “The voiceof God isupon the waters, the God of glory
thunders.” [Thisisthefirst voice]

[The second voiceis] (Psalm 29:4), “The voice of God comes in strength.” Regarding this it
iswritten (Isaiah 10:13), “By the strength of my hand have | doneit.” It is likewise written
(Isaiah 48:13), “Also My Hand has founded the eath.”

[Thethird voiceis] (Psalm 29:4), “The voiceof God iswith majesty.” It isalso written
(Psalm 111:3), “Splendour and majesty are Hisworks, his righteousness stands forever.”
[The fourth woiceis] (Psalm 29:5), “God’ s voice bre&ksthe cedars.” This is thebow that
bre&ks the cypressand cedar trees.

[The fifth voiceis] (Psalm 29:7), “God’ s voicedraws out flames of fire.” This iswhat
makes peacebetwean water and fire. It draws out the power of the fire and preventsit from
evaporating the water. It also prevents [the water] from extinguishing it.

[The sixth wiceis] (Psalm 29:8), “God’ s voice shakes the desert.” It isthuswritten (Psalm
18:51) “He does kindnessto hisMess ah, to David and his descendants until eternity” —
more than [when Israel was| in the desert.

[The seventh woiceis] (Psalm 29:9), “God'’ s voice makes hindsto cdf, stripsthe forests
bare, and in His Temple, all say Glory.” It isthuswritten (Songof Song 2:7) “I bind you
with an oath, O daughters of Jerusalem, with the hosts, or with the hinds of the field.”
Thisteades usthat the Torah was given with seven wvoices. In each of them the Master of
the universe reveded Himself to them, and they saw Him. It isthuswritten, “And all the
people saw the voices.”

46. One verse states (2 Sanuel 22:10), “He bent the heavens and came down, with gloom
under Hisfed.” Another verse says (Exodus 19:20) “And God came down on Mount Sinai,
to the top of the mountain.”

Still another verse, however, (Exodus 20:22) states “From heaven | spoke o you”

How isthisremnciled? His “gred fire” was on eath, and thiswas one voice The other
voiceswere in heaven.

It isthuswritten (Deuteronamy 4:36), “From the heavens He let you hea His voice, that He
might instruct you. And on the eath He showed you His grea fire, and Hiswordsyou head
fromthe fire.”

Which [fire] wasthat? It wasthe “grea [fire” that was onthe eath.]

From where did the speech emanate? From this fire, as it iswritten, “and His words you
head from thefire.”

47. What isthe meaning of the verse (Deuteronamy 4:12), “Y ou saw no form, only a
voice'?
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Thiswas explained when Moses said to Israel (Deuteronamy 4:15), “Y ou did not seean
entire image.” Y ou saw an image, but not an “entire image.”

What isthis like? A king stands before his servants wrappel in a white robe. Even though he
is far away, they can still hear his voice Thisistrue even though they cannot seehisthroat
when he spe&ks. Inasimilar manner, they saw an image, but not an “entire image”.

It istherefore written, “Y ou saw no form, only avoice” It isalso written (Deuteronamy
4:12) “A voiceof wordsyou head.”

48. One verse (Exodus 20:15), states, “and all the people saw the voices.” Another verse,
however, (Deuteronamy 4.12) gates, “The voice of words you head.” How can [the two be
reconciled] ?

At first they saw the voices. What did the see? The seven voices mentioned by David. Butin
the end they head the word that emanated from them all.

But we have learned that there were ten.

Our sagestaught that they were all said with a single word.

But we have said that there were seven.

There were seven wvoices. Regarding threeof them it iswritten (Deuteronamy 4:12), “The
voice of words you head, but you saw no form, only a voice” Thisteades usthat they
were all said with asingle word.

Thisisso that Isragl should not make a mistake and say, “ Others helped hm. It might have
been one of the angels. But His voice alone could not be so powerful.” It wasfor this reason
that he came badck and included them [in asingle word)].

49. Another explanation:

It was so that theworld shoud not say that since there were ten sayingsfor ten kings, it
might be that He could not spe&k for them all through one. He therefore said (Exodus 20:2),
“I am[the Lord you God],” which included all ten.

What are the ten kings? They are the seven voices and threesayings (Amarim).

What are the sayings? [They are the ones alluded to in the verse] (Deuteronamy 26:18)
“God has said for you today.”

“What arethe three? [Two are mentioned in the verse] (Proverbs4:7), “The beginning is
Wisdom: aaquire Wisdom, with all your aqquisition, acquire Understanding.”

It isthuswritten (Job 32 8), “The soul of Shaddai givesthem Understanding.” The soul of
Shaddai iswhat givesthem Understanding.

What isthe third one?

Asthe old man said to the child, “What is hidden from you, do rot seek, and what is
concedled from you, do not probe. Where you have authority, seek to understand, but you
have nothing to do with mysteries.”

50. We have leaned (Proverbs 25:2), “The glory of God isto hide aword.”

What is “aword”? That of which it iswritten (Psalm 119.160), “The Beginning of Y our
word istruth.”

[It isalso written] (Proverbs 25:2), “The glory of kingsisto probe aword.”

What isthis “word”? That of which it iswritten (Proverbs 25:11), “A word spoken in its
proper place(Aphen-av)”, do not read “its proper place” (Aphen-av), but “its wheel”
(Ophen’ av).
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51. The students asked Rabbi Berachiah, “Let us discussthese words with you,” but he
would not give them permisgon. Once, however, he did give them permission, but he did so
to test them, to see f they would now pay good attention

One day he tested them and said, “Let me hea your wisdom.”

They began and said:

“Inthe beginning’ isone.

[Two is] (Isaiah57:16), “The spirit that unwrapsitself isfrom Me,and | have made sous.”
[Threeis] (Psalm 65:10), “The divisions of God are filled with water.”

What are these “divisions?” Y ou taught us, our master, that God took the waters of creaion
and separated them, placing half in the skies and half in the ocean. This isthe meaning of
“the divisions of God are filled with water.”

Through them, man studies the Torah.

Rabbi Chamathus taught: Because of the merit of deeds of kindness, a person can study the
Torah. It isthuswritten (Isaiah 55:1), “Ho, let al who are thirsty come for water, let him
without silver come, stock up and ed.” Go to Him, and He will do kindnesswith you, and
you will “stock up and ea.”

52 “Let him without silver come” can aso beexplained in anather way. Let him cane to
God, for He has silver. It isthuswritten (Hagga 2:8), “Mine isthe silver, and Mine isthe
gold.”

What isthe meaning of the verse, “Mine isthe silver, and Mine isthe gold™?

What isthis like? A king had two treasuries, one of silver, and one of gold. He placel that of
silver to hisright, and that of gold to hisleft. He said [of the silver], “ This should be ready,
and easy to take out.”

He kegps hiswords calm. He is attached to the poor and direds them calmly. Itis thus
written (Exodus 15:6), “Your right hand, O God, is mighty in power.”

If he rgjoices in his portion, then all iswell. If not, then (Exodus 15:6), “Y our right hand, O
God, crumbles the enemy.”

He said to them: Thisisreferring to the gold. It isthuswritten, “Mine isthe silver, and Mine
isthe gold.”

53 Why is[gold] called Zahav? Because it includesthreeattributes, [dluded toinits three
letters, Zayin, Heh, Beth].

[The first attribute is] Male, (Zachar). Thisisthe Zayin.

[The second ig] the Soul. Thisisthe Heh. [The numerical value of Heh isfive, alluding to]
the five names of the soul: Nephesh, Ruach, Neshamah, Chiah, Yechidah

What isthe purpose the Heh? It isathrone for the Zayin. It isthuswritten (Ecdesiastes 5:7),
“For one above the other watches.”

The Beth isits sustenance. It is thuswritten (Genesis 1:1), “In (Beth) the beginning [ God]
credaed...”

54. What is its function here?

What isthis like? A king once had a daughter who was good, pleasant, beautiful and perfed.
He married her to aroyal prince and clothed, crowned and bgewelledher, giving her much
money.

Isit possible for the king to ever leave his daughter? Y ou will agreethat it isnot. Isit ever
possible for him to be with her constantly? Y ou will also agreethat it is not. What can he
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then do? He can placeawindow between thetwo, and whenever the fathernealsthe
daughter, or the daughter needs the father, they can come together through the window.

It isthuswritten (Psalm 45:14), “All glorious isthe king’ s daughter inside, her garment is
interwoven with gald.”

55. What isthe Beth at the end? [Asit iswritten] (Proverbs 24:3), “With wisdom will the
house (Bayit) be built.”

The verse does not say “was built”, but “will be built”. In the future God will build and
deaorate it, thousands of times more than it was.

It isaswe have said: Why doesthe Torah begin with a Beth? Asit iswritten (Proverbs
8:30), “I waswith Him asacraftsman, | was Hisdelight for a day, aday, [frolickingbefore
Him at every time].” These are the two thousand yeas, which are the “beginning’.

Two? But the scripture says seven, asit iswritten (Isaiah 30:26), “The light of the moon
shall be like the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold [like the light of
the seven days.” And we said, “Just like the sun was for seven, so the moon was for seven.”
[Hereplied,] “I said thousands.”

56. They said to him: Up until now there aefive. What comes next?
Hereplied: First | will explain gold. What is gold? We lean that it iswhere justice
emanates. If you bend your wordsto the right or left, you will be punished.

57. What is the meaning of the verse (Isaiah 30:26), “The light of the moon shall be like the
light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, like the light of the seven days.”
The verse does not say “seven days,” but “the seven days.” These ae the daysregarding
which it iswritten (Exodus 31:17), “For six days God made [the heaven and the eath].”

As you said, God made six beautiful vessels. What are they? “The heaven and the eath.”
Arethey not seven? Yes, asit iswritten (ibid.) “And on the seventh day, He rested and
souled.”

What isthe meaning of “souled?’ Thisteades usthat the Sabbath sustainsall souls. It is
therefore written that it souled.

58. Another explanation:

Thisteatdesusthat it is from there that souls fly forth. It isthuswritten, “and He souled.”
This continues for athousand gererations. It is thus written (Psalm 105:8), “The word that
He commanded until a thousand generations.”

Immediately after thisit says, “[the covenant] that He cut with Abraham.”

What isthe meaning of “cut”? He cut acovenant between the ten fingers of his hands and

the ten toes of his fed.

Abraham was ashamed. God then said to him (Genesis 17:4), “And |, behold My covenant is
with you,” and with it, “you will be the father of many nations.”

59. Why is heaven called Shamayim?

Thisteatesthat God knealed fire and water, and combined them together. From thisHe
made the “beginning of Hisword.” It isthuswritten (Psalm 119:160, “The beginning of
your word istruth.”

It istherefore called Shanayim— Shan Mayim (there iswater) — Esh Mayim (fire water).
He said to them: This isthe meaning of the verse (Job 25:2), “He makes peacein His
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heights.” He placed peaceand love ketween them. May He also placepeaceand love among
us.

60. We also say (Psalm 119:164, “seven timeseach day | praised Y ou for Your righteous
judgement.”

They asked him, “What are they?’

Hereplied, “You do not look at it carefully. Be precise and you will find them.”

61 They asked him, “W hat isthe letter Tzadd?”
Hesaid: Tzadd isaNunand a Yod. Itsmate is alsoa Nun and a Yod.
It isthuswritten (Proverbs 10:25), “The righteous (Tzadik) isthe foundation of the world.”

62. They asked him: What is the meaning of the verse [with regard to Balak and Balaam|
(Numbers 23:14), “And he took him to the field of the ®as.”?

What isthe “field of the sas’? Asitiswritten (Songof Song 7:12), “Come my beloved,
let usgo out to the field.”

Do not read Sackh (the field), but Sdah (cariage).

What isthis cariage? He said, “The Heat of the Blessed Holy One.”

His heat said to the Blessed Holy One, “Come my beloved, let us go out to the carriage to
stroll. It will not constantly sit in one place.”

63. What is hisheat?

He said: If so, Ben Zomaisout side, and you are with him.

The heart (LeV) [in numericd value] isthirty-two. These are conceded, and with them the
world was creaed.

What these 32?

He said: These are the 32 Paths.

Thisislike a king who wasin the innermost of many chambers. Thenumber of such
chamberswas 32, and to ead one there was a path. Should the king the bring everyone to
his chamber through these paths? Y ou will agreethat he should not. Should he revea his
jewels, histapestries, his hidden and concealed secrets? Y ou will again agreethat he should
not. What then does he do? He touches the Daughter, and includes all the pathsin her and in
her garments.

One who wantsto go inside should gazethere.

He married her to aking, and also gave her to him asa gift. Because of hislovefor he, he
sometimes calls her “my sister,” sincethey are both from one place. Sometimes he calls her
his daughter, sinceshe isadually his daughter. And sometimes he call s her “my mother.”

64. Furthermore, if there isno wisdom, then there is no justice

It isthuswritten (1 Kings 5:26), “And God gave wisdom to Solomon” He then judged the
case [of the two mothers and the infant] corredly, and it isthen written (1 Kings 3:28), “And
all Israel of the judgement that the Kind had judged, and they feared the king, for they say
that the wisdom of God wasin him to do judgement.”

65. And what wisdom did God give to Solomon?

Solomon had God' s name. We have thus said that whenever Solomon is mentioned in the
Songof Song, it isaholy name, except in one cas.

God said to him, “ Sinceyour nameis like thename of My Glory, | will letyoumarry my
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daughter.”

But she is married!

Let ussay that He gave her to him as agift. It isthus written (1 Kings 5:26), “And God gave
wisdom to Solomon.”

Here, however, it isnot explained. Where then is it explained? When the scripture states (1
Kings 3:28), “For they saw that the wisdom of God wasin him to do judgement.” We then
seethat the wisdom that God gave him was such that he could “do judgement.”

What isthe meaning of “to do judgement?’ Aslong as a person doesjudgement, God's
wisdom isinside him. Thisiswhat helps him and draws him nea. If not, it repels him, and
not only that, but it also punishes him. It isthuswritten (Lewticus 26:28), “I will chastise
you, also I.”

66. And Rabbi Rahumai said: What isthe meaning of the verse (Leuticus 26:28), “[I will
chastise you,] also I”?

God said, “1 will chastise you.”

The Congregation of Israel said, “Do not think that | will see&k mercy for you, but I will
chastise you. Not only will | render judgement, but | will also chastiseyou.”

67. What isthe meaning of (Leuticus 26:28), “[I will chastise you, also 1], seven for your
sins’?

The Congregation of Israel said: “1 will chastise you, also I” —and also those regarding
which it iswritten (Psalm 119:164, “Seven each day | praised You.”

They joined her and replied: Also us seven. Even though among us isthe anewho reverses
itself, the one who oversee goad and merit, we too will reverse ourselves and chastise.
Why? Because of your sins.

But if you returnto Me, then | will return to you. It isthuswritten (Malachi 3:7), “Returnto
Me, and | will returnto you.”

The scripture does not say, “I will bring you badk to Me.” Instea it says, “1 will return to
you” —with you. We will all see&k mercy from the King.

What doesthe King say? [He says] (Jeremiah 3:22), “Return you badksliding children, | will
heal your badslidings.” [He also says] (Ezekel 18:30), “Return and bring badk.”

What isthe meaning of the verse, “Return and bring back? Come bad and ask those Seven
to return with you. The scripture therefore says, “and bring badk “ — those regarding which it
iswritten, “seven for your sin.”

68. The disciples asked Rabbi Rahumai: What is the meaning of the verse (Habakkuk 3:1),
“A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, for errors.” A prayer? It should be called apraise [Snce
it spe&ksof God'sgreanesy.

But whoever turns his heat from worldly affairs and delvesin the Works of the Chariot” is
accepted before God asif he prayed all day. It istherefore called “aprayer.”

What isthe meaning of “for errors’? As it iswritten [regarding wisdom] (Proverbs5:19),
“With its love you shall alwayserr.”

Regarding what isthis spe&ing? The Works of the Chariot, asit iswritten (Habbakuk 3:2)

" i.e “Maaseh Merkavah” or Merkavah Mysticism which Kaplan says was synonymous with the Qabalah at the time
the Bahir was first composed.
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“OGod, | head a report of You and | feaed.”

69. What isthe meaning of, “I head areport of You and | feaed, [O God, bring to life Y our
worksin the midst of the yeas]”?

Why doesthe verse say “| feaed” after “| head areport of You,” andnot after “in the midst
of the yeas’?

But it was*“from the report of You” that “I feaed.”

What isthe “report of You”? It isthe placewhere they listen to reports.

Why doesthe verse say “I head” and not “I understood”? [ The word “heard” hasthe
connotation of understanding] aswe find (Deuteronomy 38:49), “A nation whose language
you do not hea.”

70. Why did he say “| feaed’ ? Because the ea lookslike the letter Aleph.

The Alephisthefirst of al letters. Besidesthis, the Aleph causes all the lettersto endure.
The Alephlookslike the brain.

When you mention the Aleph you open your mouth. The same is true of thought, when you
extend your thoughtsto the Infinite and Boundless

From Aleph emanate all letters. Do we not seethat it isfirst?

It isthuswritten (Micah 2:13), “God (YHVH) isat their head.” We have a lethatevery
Name that iswritten Yod He Vav He is specific to the Blessed Holy One and is sanctified
with holiness

What isthe meaning of “with holiness’? Thisisthe Holy Palace

Where isthe Holy Palace? We would say that it isin thought and in the Aleph.

This isthe meaning of the verse, “| head areport of You and | feaed.”

71. Habakkuk therefore said: | know that my prayer isaccepted with delight. | also delighted
when | cam to that placewhere | understood “areport of You and | feaed.” Therefore,
“Bring to life your worksin the midst of the years’ — through Y our unity.

What isthis like? A king who was talented, hidden and concealed went into his house and
commanded that no one seek him. One who doesseek istherefore afraid, led theking find
out that he has violated the king’ s order. [Habakkuk] therefore said, “I feaed, O God, bring
to life Your worksin the midst of the yeas.”

Thisiswhat Habakkuk said: Because You nameisin You, and You isYour name, “bring to
life Your worksin the midst of the yeas.” Thuswill it be forever.

72. Another explanation of “Bring to life Your worksin the midst of yeas”:

What isthislike? A king had a beautiful peal, and it wasthe treasure of hiskingdom. When
he is happy, he embraces it, kises it, places it on his head, and lovesiit.

Habakkuk said: Even though Kings are with Y ou, the beloved peal isin Y our world.
Therefore, “Bring to life Y our worksin the midst of yeas.”

What isthe meaning of “years’? It iswritten (Genesis 1:3), “And God said, ‘Let there ke
light.”” Light is nothing other than day, asit iswritten (Genesis1:16), “The gred light to
rule the day, and the small light to rule the night.”

Yeasare male from days.

It isthuswritten, “Bring to life Y our worksin the midst of yeas’ — in the midst of that peal
that givesriseto yeas.
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73. But it iswritten (Isaiah 43:5), “[Fea not, for | am with you,] | will bring your seed from
the east.” The sun risesin the east, and you say that he peal is day.

[Hereplied:] | an only speaking with regard to the verse(Genesis 1:5) “And it was evening
and it was morning, day.” Regarding thisit iswritten (Genesis 2:4), “In the day that God
made eath and heaven.”

74. And it iswritten (Psalm 18:12), “He made darkness His hiding placeround about, His
Swccah the darknessof waters, thick clouds of the skies (Shedhakim).”

He said: Regarding this it iswritten (Isaiah 45:8), “The skies (Shechakim) pour down
righteousness”

Thisrighteousness (Tzadik) isthe Attribute of Judgement for the world. It isthuswritten
(Deuteronomy 16:20), “Righteousness, righteousness shall you pursue”

Immediately after this, it iswritten, “that you may live and occupy the land.” If you judge
yourself, then you will live. If not, then it will judge you, and it will be fulfilled, even
against your will.

75. Why doesthe Torah say “righteousness, righteousness’ twice?

He said: Because the scripture continues (Psalm 18:13), “At the glow opposite Him.”
Thefirst “righteousness’ is literal righteousness(TzedeK. Thisisthe Divine Presence[i.e
Stekinah]. It isthuswritten (Isaiah 1:21), “Righteousness dwells in it.”

What isthe seaond “righteousness’ ? This is the righteousness that frightens the righteous.
Isthisrighteousnesscharity (Tzadakah) or not?

He said that it is not.

Why? Because it iswritten (Isaiah 59:17), “He put on righteousness like a coat of mall, and
[ahelmet of salvation on His heal].”

His heal is nothing other than Truth. It isthus written (Psalm 119.160), “The head of Y our
word istruth.”

Truth is nothing other than peace It is thus written [that King Hezekiah said] (Isaiah 39:8),
“There shall be peace and truth in my days.”

Isit possible for aman to say this? But this iswhat Hezekiah said: The attribute that Y ou
gave to David my ancestor is half of my days, and peaceand truth are half of my days. It is
for thisreason that he mentioned “my days.”

He mentioned both “peace and truth” and “in my days,” sinceitis all one. It is thuswritten
(Genesis 1:5), “And it was evening, and it was morning, one day.”

[ The day reconciles morning and evening, and istherefore peace] Just asthe day is peace,
so he chose peaceltis therefore written (2 Kings 20:19), “Peaceand truth shall be in my
days.”

This shall be through the attribute that Y ou gave o David. Regarding this, itiswritten
(Psalm 89:37), “Histhrone shall be like the sun before Me.”

76. What is the meaning of the verse (Habakkuk 3:2), “In the mdst of years make it
known”?

He said: | know that You arethe holy God, asit iswritten (Exodus 15:11), “Who is like

Y ou, mighty in holiness?” Holinessisin You and You arein holiness. Nevertheless, “in the
midst of yeas make it known.”

What isthe meaning of “make it known”?[This means] that Y ou should have mercy. It is
thus written (Exodus 2:25), “And God saw the children of Israd, and God knew.”
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What is the meaning of, “and God knew”?

What isthis like? A king had a beautiful wife, and had children from her. He loved them and
raised them, but they went out to bad ways. He then hated both them and their mother.

The mother went to them and said, “My children! Why do you dothis: Why do you make
your father hate both you and me?’ [She spoke to them in this manner] until they had
remorse and did the will of ther father.

When the king saw this, he loved them as much as he did in the beginning. He then also
remembered their mother. This isthe meaning of the verse, “And God saw... and God
knew.”

This isalso the meaning of the verse, “In the midst of years make it known.”

77. What isthe meaning of the verse (Habakkuk 3:2) “In anger, you shall remember love
(rachem)” ?

He said: When Y our children sin before You and You are angry at them, “remember love.”
What isthe meaning of “remember love”? That regarding which it iswritten (Psalm 18:2),
“I love (rachem) Y ou O God, my strength.”

And Y ou have him this attribute, which isthe Divine Presence of Israel. Hereclled his son
whom he inherited, and whom Y ou gave to him. Itis thuswritten (I Kings 5:26), “And God
gave wisdom to Solomon.”

And Y ou should remember their father Abraham, as it iswritten (Isaiah 41:8), “The seal of
Abraham My friend” —“In the midst of yeas make it known.”

78. Where do we seethat Abraham had a daughter? It iswritten (Genesis 24:1), “And God
blessed Abraham with all (Bakol).”

It isalso written (Isaiah 43:7), “All that is called by My name, for My glory | creaed it, |
formed it, also | made it.”

Was this blessing his daughter, or wasit not?

Yes, it was his daughter.

What isthis like? A king had a slave who was complete and perfect before him. The king
tested the slave in many ways, but the slave withstood all temptation.

The King said, “W hat will | give that dave? What should | dofor him? 1 can do nothing but
command my older brother to advise him, watch over him and honour him.” The slave thus
went to the older brother and learned his attributes. The brother loved him very much, and
called him hisfriend. It isthuswritten (Isaiah 41:8), “The sead of Abraham My friend.”

He said, “What will | give him? What can | do for him? Behold | have made a beautiful
vessl, and in it are beautiful jewels. There is nothing like it in the treasuries of kings. | will
give it to him, and he will be worthy in his place’

This isthe meaning of the verse, “And God blessed Abraham with all.”

79. Another explanation:

[It iswritten] (Habakkuk 3:2), “I head areport of You and | feaed.” [This means] “I
understood what was reported about You and | feaed.”

What did he understand? He understood God'’ s though. Even [human] though has no end, for
man can think, and descend to theend of the world.

The ea dso has no end and is not satiated. Itis thuswritten (Ecdesiastes 1:8), “Theea is
not satiated from hearing.”

Why isthisso? Because the ea isin the fiape d an Aleph. Alephistheroaot of the Ten
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Commandments. Therefore “the ea isnot satiated from heaing.”

80 What isthe meaning of the letter Zayin in the word Ozen (ea)?

We have said that everything that the Blessed Holy One brought into Hisworld has a name
emanating form its concept. It isthuswritten (Genesis 2:19), “All that the man called each
living soul, that wasitsname.” Thisteades usthat ead thing's body was thus.

And how do we know that ead thing’s name is its body?

It iswritten (Proverbs 10:7), “The memory of the righteous shall bea Hesgng, andthe

name of the wicked shall rot.” What acually rots, their name or their body? [One must agree
that it istheir body.] Here 0o, [each thing’s name refers to] its body

81What is an example of this?

Take the word for root — Shaesh (SHn — Resh — Shin).

The letter Shin lookslike the roots of atree.

[Resh isbent, since theroat of every treeis bent.

And what isthe function of the final Shin? Thisteatesusthat if you take abranch and
plant it, it will roct again.

What is its function of the Zayin [in Ozen — ea]?

[Its numerical value is seven] corresponding to the sven days of the week. This teades s
that eat day has its own power.

And what isitsfunction [in the word Ozen]?

Thisteatesusthat just like there is infinite wisdom in the ea, sois there power in al parts
of the body.

82 What art the seven parts of man’s body?

It iswritten (Genesis 9:6), “In the form of God, He made man.” It isalso written (Genesis
1:27), “In the form of God He made him” — counting all his limbs and parts.

But we have said: What doesthe letter Vav resemble? It isalluded to in the verse (Psalm
1045), “He spreads out light like a garment.” For Vav is hothing other than the six
diredions.

He replied: The covenant of circumdson and man’s mate ae considered asone.

His istwo hands then make three his head and body, five, and his two legs make seven.
Paralleling all these are thelr powersin heaven. Itis thus written (Ecdesastes 7:14), “Also
one opposite the other had God made.”

These are the days [of the week, asitiswritten] (Exodus 31:17), “Becaise six days God
made the heaven and the eath.” The ripture doesnot say “in six days,” but rather, “six
days.” Thisteades usthat ead day [of the week] has its own specific power.

83 What isthe significance of the Nun|[in the word Ozen]?

Thisteades usthat the brain isthe main part of the spinal cord. It constantly draws from
there, and if not for the spinal cord, the brain could not endure. And without the brain, the
body could not endure.

The entire body exists only in order to provide for the needsof the brain. And if the body did
not endure, then the brain would also not endure.

The spinal cord isthe channel from thebrain to theentire body. It isrepresented by thebent
Nun.

But [in theword Ozen] the Nunisastraight one.
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The straight Nunisthe one that is always at theend of a word. Thisteathes usthat he
straight Nun includes both the bent one and the straight one.

But the bent Nun isthe Foundation. Thisteades usthat the straight Nunincludes both male
and female.

84. The open Mem. What isthe open Mem?

It includes both male and femde.

What isthe closed Mem?

It is made like abelly from above.

But Rabbi Rahumai said that the belly is like the letter Teth.

Hesaid it islike a Teth on the inside, while | say that it is like llem on the outside.

85What isa Mem?

Do not read Mem, but Mayim (water). Just like water iswet, 0 isthe belly always wet.

Why does the open Mem include both male and femde, while the dosed Memis male?
Thisteades usthat the Memis primarily male. The opening was then added to it for the
sake of the female.

Just like the male cannot give birth, so theclosed Mem cannot give birth. And just like the
female has an opening with which to give birth, so can the open Mem give birth. The Mem is
therefore open and closed.

86. Why should the Mem have two forms, open and closed?

Because we said: Do not read Mem, but Mayim (Water).

Thewoman is cold, and therefore, must be warmed by the male.

Why should the Nun have two forms, bent and straight?

Because it iswritten (Psalm 72:17), “Before the sun shall his namereign (ya-Nun).” [This
is] from two Nuns, the bent Nun and the straight Nun, and it must be through male and
female.

87. It iswritten (Ecdesiastes 1:8), “The ea isnot satiated from heaing.” Itis aso written
(Ecdesiastes 1:8),” The eye is not satiate from seeing.” Thisteadtes usthat both draw from
thought.

What isthought?

It isaking that is needed by all things that were ceaed in the world, bath above and below.

88. What isthe meaning of the expression, “It rose in thought”? Why do we not say that “i
descended [in thought]”?

Indeed, we have said, “One who gazes into the vision of the Chariot first descends and then
ascends.”

We use the expresson [of descent] there kecause we say, “ One who gazesinto the vison
(Tzafayat) of the Chariot.” The Aramaic translation of “vision” (Tzafiyat) is Sechuta
[meaning a covering, and alluding to the fad that one is looking down from above]. Itis aso
written (Isaiah 21:8), “And he calledasalion: ‘Upon the watchtower (Mitzpeh), O God.’”
Here, however, we are spe&ing of thought, [and therefore only spe& of ascent]. For
thought does not include any vision, and has no ending whatsoever. And anything that has
no end or limit does not have any descent.

People therefore say, “ Someone descended to the limit of his friend’ s knowledge.” One can
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arrive at the limit of a person’s knowledge, but not a the limit of his thought

89. Rabbi Amorai sat and expounded:

What isthe meaning of the Segal? Its name is Segulah (treasure). It comes after the Zarka.
What isthe meaning of Zarka?

It is like its name — something that isthrown (ni Zrak). It is like something that isthrown,
and after it comes (Ecdesiastes 2:8), “the treasures of kings and lands.”

90. What isthe reason that it iscalled Zarka?

It iswritten (Ezekiel 3:12), “Blessd isthe glory of God from His place” This indicaesthat
no being knows His place We recite [God' s| name of the Crown, and it goesto the head of
the Owner. It isthuswritten [regarding God] (Genesis 14:19), “Owner of heaven and eath.”
When it goes, it islike it isthrown (Zarka). Following it istreasure (Segulah). It isat the
head of all letters.

91. Why is[thisacent] at the end of aword, and not at the keginning?

Thisteades usthat this Crown rises higher and higher.

It isincluded and crowned, asit iswritten (Psalm 118 22), “The stone that the builders
rejeded has become the head cornerstone.” It ascend to the place from which it was graven,
asit iswritten (Genesis49:24), “From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel.

92 Hedsosad:

What isthe reason that we placeblue woal in the Tztzt? And why are there 32 [threals]?
What isthis like? A king had a beautiful garden, and in it were 32 paths. He placeda
watchman over them to show that all these paths belong to him aone. [The king] said to
him, “Watch them, and walk upon them every day. Aslong asyou wak these paths, you
will have peace”’

What did the watchman do? He appointed other watchmen [as his assstants to watch] over
them. He said, “If | remain done on these paths, it is impossible for me, a single watchman,
to maintain them all. Besidesthat, people may say that | am the king.” The watchman
therefore placal hisasdstantsover al the paths. These are the 32 paths.

93. What isthe reason for the blue?

The watchman said, “Perhaps those assistant watchmen will say that the garden belongs to
us.” Hetherefore gave them asign, and told them, “Seethis. It isthe sign of the king,
indicaing that the garden belongsto him. Heis the one who mace these paths, and they are
not mine. Thisis hisdeal.”

What isthislike? A king and hisdaughter had slaves, and they wanted to travel abroad. But
[the slaves] were afraid, being in terror of the king. He therefore gave them hissign. They
were also afraid of the daughter, and she [also] gave them asign. They said, “From now on,
with these two signs, ‘God will watch you from all evil, He will safeguard your soul.””

94. Rabbi Amorai sat and expounded:

What isthe meaning of the verse (1 Kings 8:27), “Behold the heaven and the heaven of
heaven cannot contain You”?

Thisteades usthat the Blessed Holy One has 72 names.

All of them were placeal in the Tribes[of Israel]. It isthuswritten (Exodus 28:10), “Six of
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their names on one stone, and the names of the other six on the other stone, acwrding to
their generations.”

It isalso written (Joshua4:9), “Heraised up twelve stones.” Just like the first are (Exodus
28:12), “stones of memorial,” so these are (Joshua4:7), “stones of memorial.”

[There are therefore] 12 stones [eachcontaining six names] making atota of 72. These
parallel the 72 names of the Blessed Holy One.

Why do they begin with twelve? Thisteades us that God has twelve Directors. Eadh of
these has six Powers [making atotal of 72].

What are they? They are the 72 languages.

95. The Blessed Holy One hasasingle Treg and it has twelve diagonal boundaries:

The northeast boundary, the southeast boundary;

The upper east boundary, the lower east boundary;

The southwest boundary, the northwest boundary;

The upper west boundary, the lower west boundary;

The upper south boundary, the lower south boundary;

The upper north boundary, the lower north boundary;

They continually spread forever and ever;

They arethe arms of the world.

On the inside of them isthe Tree Paralleling these diagonals there are twelve Functionaries.
Inside the Sphere there are dso twelve Functionaries.

Including the diagonals themselves, this makes atotal of 36 Functionaries.

Ead of these has another. It isthus written (Ecdesiastes 5:7), “For one above anather
watches.” [ This makes atotal of 72.]

It therefore comes out that the east has nine, the west has nine, thenorth has nine, and the
south hes nine.

These are twelve, twelve, twelve, and they are the Functionariesin the Axis, the Sphere, and
the Heat.

Thelir total is 36. The power of ead of these 36 isin every other one.

Even though there are twelve in each of the threg they are dl attached to ead other.
Therefore, al 36 Powersarein the first one, which isthe Axis. And if you seek themin the
Sphere, you will find the very same ones. And if you seek them in the Heat, you will again
find the very same ones.

Ead one therefore has 36. All of them do not have more than 36 forms.

All of them complete the Heat [which has anumerical value of 32]. Four arethen left over.
Add 32to 32and the sum is 64. These are the 64 Forms.

How do we know that 32 must be addel to 32? Because it iswritten (Ecdesiastes 5:7), “For
one above another watches, [and there aehigher ones above them).”

We thus have 64, eight lessthan the 72 names of the Blessed Holy One. These are dludel to
inthe verse, “there are higher onesabove them,” andthey are the seven daysof the week.
But one is gill missing. Thisisreferred to in the next verse (Ecdesiastes 5:8), “The
advantage of the land in everything is the King.”

What isthis “advantage’ ? This isthe placefrom which the eath was graven. Itisan
advantage over what existed previoudy.

And what isthis advantage? Everything in the world that people seeistaken from its
radiance Then it isan advantage.
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96. What isthe eath from which the heavens were graven?

It isthe Throne of the Blessed Holy One. It isthe Precious Stone and the Seaof Wisdom.
This parallelsthe blue in the Tzitzit.

Rabbi Meir thus said: Why is blue chosen aove al other colours [for the Tzitzit] ? Becaise
the blue resembles the seg the searesembles the sky,| and the sky resembles the Throne of
Glory. It isthus written (Exodus 24:10), “They saw the God of Israel, and under His fed
was like a pavement of sapphire, like the eseenceof heaven in clarity.” It is furthermore
written (Ezeliel 1:26), “Asthe likeness of a sapphire stone was the appeaince of a Throne”

97. Rabhi Berachiah sat and expounded:

What isthe meaning of the verse (Exodus 25:2), “And they shall take for Me a lifted
offering (Terumah)” ? It means, “Lift Me up with your prayers.”

And whom? Those whose “heatsmake them willing.” Thes ae the aneswho arewilling o
draw themselves away from thisworld.

Honour him, for it isin him that | rejoice, since he knows My name. From him it is fitting to
take My lifted offering, as it iswritten (Exodus 25:2), “from each man whose heat makes
himwill ing, you shall take My lifted offering.” From he who makes himself will ing.

Rabbi Rahumai said: [Thisrefersto] the righteous and pious in Israel who raise Me over all
the world through their merit. From them the Heat is sustained, and the Heat sustains them.

98. And all the Holy Forms overseeall the nations. But Israel is holy, taking the Treeitself
and itsHeart.

The Heat isthe beauty (hada) of the fruit of the body. Similarly, Israel takes (Lewti cus
23:40), “the fruit of abeautiful (hadar) tree”

The date palm is surrounded by its branchesall aroundit and hasits sprout (Lulav) in the
centre. Similarly, Israel takes the body of this Treewhich isits Heat.

And paralleling thebody is the spind cord, which is the main part of thebody.

What isthe Lulav?[It can be written] Lo Lev—"“it hasaheat.” The heat isalso given over
toit.

And what isthisHeat? It isthe 32 Hidden paths of Wisdom that are hidden in it.

In each of their pathsthere isalso a Form watching over it. It isthus written (Genesis 3:24),
“To watch the way of the Treeof Life.”

99. What are these Forms? They are that regarding which it iswritten (Genesis 3:24), “And
He placal the Cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden, and the flame of asword
revolving, to guard the way of the Treeof Life.”

What isthe meaning of, “He placel to the east (kedem) of the Garden of Eden”? He placel it
in those paths that precaded (kadmu) the placethat was cdled the Garden of Eden. It was
also before the Cherubim, as it iswritten, “the Cherubim.” 1t was furthermore before the
flame, as it iswritten, “the flame of a sword revolving.”

Isit then before [the flame]? Heaven iscalled Shamayim, indicating that fire and water
existed before it. It iswritten (Genesis 1:6), “Let there be afirmanment in the midst of the
waters, and let it be adivison between water and water.” It is then written (Genesis 1:8),
“And God call ed the firmament heaven (Shanayim).”

How do we know that the heaven is fire? It iswritten (Deuteronamy 4:24), “For the Lord
your God isaconsumingfire,a jedous God.”
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100 And how do we know that “” refersto the Blessed Holy One?

It iswritten (1 Kings 8:36), “And you, O Heaven, shall hea.” Was Solomon then prayingto
heaven that it should hea their prayers? But [we must say the he was praying] to the One
whose name is Heaven.

It isthuswritten (1 Kings 8:27), “Behold the heaven and the heaven of heaven cannot
contain You.” Thisisthe name of the Blessed Holy One.

Y ou therefore have fire. How can you then say that it was before?

But we must say that their Power existed before the Forms of that place. Only then dié thes
Holy Forms come into existence.

What istheir Power? It is that regarding which it is writte (I Samuel 2:2), “There is none
holy like God, there is none other than You, and there is no Former like our’God.

101 Rabhi Berachiah sat and expounded:

What isthe Lulav that we discusses? It isthe 36 (Lu) given over to 32 (Lav).

And how?

He replied: There are threePrinces, the Axis, the Sphere andthe Heat. Eadh one is twelve,
and the threetherefore constitute asum of 36, through which theworld is sustained. Itis
thus written (Proverbs 10:25), “And Righteous is the foundation of the world.”

102 We leaned: Thereisasingle pillar extending from heaven to eath, and itsname is
Righteous (Tzadik).

[Thispillar] is named after the righteous. When there arerighteous people in the world, then
it becomes strong, and when there ae not, it becaneswek.

It supports the entire world, asit iswritten, “And Righteous isthe foundation of the world.”
If it beaomes wedk, then the world cannot endure.

Therefore, even if there isonly one righteous person in the world, it is he who supportsthe
world. It istherefore written, “And arighteous one is the foundation of the world.”

Y ou should therefore take My lifted offering from him first. Then (Exodus 25:3), “And this
isthe lifted offering that you should take from them” — from the rest. What isit? “Gold,
silver and copper.”

103 Another explanation:

It iswritten (Exodus 25:2), “and the shall take for Me (Li) a lifted offering.” [Li (for Me) can
also beread, “for the Yod.”] They shall take the Yod, which isthe tenth, asa lifted offering
to make it holy.

How do we know that the tenth is holy? Because it iswritten (Leuticus 27:32) “The tenth
shall be holy to God.”

What is holy? That regarding which it iswritten (Ezelkiel 44:30), “The beginning of all the
first fruits... and every lifted offering of every thing.”

It is furthermore written (Psalm 111:10), “The beginning of wisdom isthe fea of God.” Do
not read “isthe fear” but “and the fea.” [The verse will then read, “The beginning is
wisdom and the fea of God.]

104. The disciples asked Rabbi Eliezer: Our master, what is the meaning of the verse
(Exodus 13:2), “Sanctify to Me every first-born”? Does the Blessed Holy One then have a
first-born?

He replied: “Sanctify to Me (Li) every first-born” refersto nothing other than the sscond
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level of holiness.

It isthe namethat isgivento Israd, asit iswritten (Exodus 7:22), “My son, My first-born,
Israel.”

To the extent that we can expressit, He waswith them [in Egypt] in the imeof their
oppression. It istherefore written (Exodus 4:27), “ Send forth My son and he will serve Me.”
[Here, only “My son” is mentioned,] and not “My first-born.”

Rabbi Rahumai said:

What isthe meaning of the verse (Deuteronamy 22:7), “Y ou shall surely send away the
mother, and the children you shall takefor yoursdf.” Why does it not say, “Y ou shall surely
send away the father” ?

But the scripture says, “you shall surely send away the mother” in honour of the one whe i
called the Mother of the World. It isthuswritten (Proverbs 2:3), “For you shall call
Understanding a Mother.”

105 What isthe meaning of, “and the children you shall takefor yoursef”?

Rabbi Rahumai said: These are the children that she raised. Andwho arethey? They are the
seven days of creaion, and the seven days of Sicoot.

Arethe seven [days of Sucoot] then not the same as the seven days of the week?

The differenceisthat [the days of Sucoot] are more holy. Regarding them it iswritten
(Lewuticus 23:37), “holy convocaions.”

But then, why not [also include the seven weeks before] Shavuot, sincethisisalso called
(Lewuticus 23:21), “aholy convocaion”?

Hereplied: Yes, but thisisthe one and the other is two. It is thus written (Exodus 12:16),
“The first day shall be aholy convocation, and the seventh day shall be a holy convocation.”
He said:

Why is Shavuct one [day]?

Because the Torah was given to Israel on that day. And when the Torah was creaed in the
beginning, the Blessed Holy One ruled Hisworld alone with it. It isthus written (Psalm
111:10), “The beginning iswisdom, the fea of God.” [God] said [to it], “This being so, your
holiness shall be yours by yourself.”

And what is Succot?

He replied: the leter Beth [which has the connotation of ahouse(Bayit)]. It isthuswritten
(Proverbs 24:3), “With wisdom a house is built.”

And how do we know that Sucoot has the connotation of ahouse? Asit iswritten (Genesis
33:17), “And Jaaob travelled to Succot. He built himself ahouse, and for his livestock he
built Suwcoot (huts). Therefore he named the place Succot.”

106. Rabhi Berachiah sat and expounded:

What isthe Axis (Teli)?

Thisisthe likenessthat is before the Blessed Holy One. It isthus written (Songof Song
5:11), “Hislocksare curled (Taltalim).”

What isthe Sphere? This isthe Womb.

What isthe Heat? It isthat regarding which it iswritten (Deuteronamy 4:11), “unto the
heat of heaven.” Init are included the82 mystical paths of Wisdom.

107. What isthe meaning of the verse (Numbers 6:24-26), “May God (YHVH) blessyou and
watch you. May God (YHVH) make His face shine on you and be graciousto you. May God
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(YHVH) lift His faceto you and give you peace€'.

Thisisthe explicit Name of the Blessed Holy One It isthe Name containing twelve letters,
asit iswritten, YHVH YHVH YHVH.

Thisteades usthat God's names consists of threetroops. Ead troop resembles the other,
and each one’s name is like [the other’s] named. All of them are sealed with Yod He Vav
He.

And how?

The [four letters] Yod He Vav He can be permuted 24 diff erent ways, formingone troop.
Thisis, “May God (YHVH) blessyou...”

In asimilar manner, the second one, “May God (YHVH) make His faceshine...” These are
24 names of the Blessed Holy One.

In asimilar manner, the third one, “May God (YHVH) lift Hisface..” These are 24 names
of the Blessed Holy One.

Thisteates usthat ead army, with its leaders and officers, has 24. Multiply 24 by three
and you have the 72 names of the Blessed Holy One.

These are the 72 names derived from the \erses (Exodus 14:19-21), “And travelled... And
came ... And stretched ...”

108 And who are the Officers? We leaned that there are three

Strength (Geburah) isthe Officer of all the Holy Formsto the left of the Blessed Holy &n
He isGabriel.

The Officer of all the Holy Formsto Hisright is Michad! .

In the middle is Truth. Thisis Uriel, the Officer of al the Holy Forms[in the centre].

Ead Officer isover 24 Forms. But there is no red<oning of histroops, as it iswritten (Job
25:3), “Isthere anumber to His troops?’

But if so, then there are 72plus 72[making atotal of 144].

He said: Thisis not the case. For when Israd brings a aaifice before their Father in heaven,
they are united together. Thisisthe unificaion of our God.

109 Why isthissaaifice cdled a Karban[which means “bringing close”]?

Because it brings the Forms of the Holy Powers close. It isthuswritten (Ezekiel 37:17),
“And you shall join one of them to the other, making one stick, and they shall beaome one in
your hands.”

And why is[the saaifice] called a“pleasant fragrance”?

Fragranceisonly in the nose. The sense of smell isthrough breah, and this is nowhere but
in the nose.

“Pleasant” (nicho ach) means nothing other than “descending.” It isthuswritten (Lewticus
9:22), “And he descended,” and the Targum translates this as Ve-Nachit [having the same
roat as nicho ach].

The fragrance-spirit descends and unifiesitsalf with those Holy Forms, bringingitself close
through the saaifice. It is for thisreason that [asaaifice iscalled a Karban

110 Thereisanamethat isderived from the threeverses (Exodus 14:19-21), “Andtravelled
... And came ... And stretched...”

The letters of thefirst verse, “And travelled...” are aranged in this namein the order that
they are in the verse.

The letters of the second verse, “And came ...” are aranged in the name in reverse order.
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The letters of the third passage, “And stretched...” are arranged in the reme in the ssme
order asthey occur inthe verse, just like the ca® of thefirst verse.

Ead of these verseshas 72 letters.

Therefore, eat of the namesthat is derived from these threesentences, “Andtravelled...
And came... And stretched...” contains three ktters.

These are the 72 names. They emanate and divide themselves into three £dions, 24 to ead
sedion.

Over each of these sections is a higher Officer.

Ead sedion has four diredionsto watch, east, west, north and south. The four diredions
then have atotd of 24 forms. [This is true of thefirstsedion] aswell as the sscond and the
third.

All of them are sealed with YHVH, God of Israel, the living God, Shaddai, high and exalted,
who dwell s in eternity on high, whose Name isholy, YHVH. Blessed be thename of the
glory of Hiskingdom forever and ever.

111 Rabbi Ahilai sat and expounded:

What isthe meaning of the verse, “God (YHVH) is King, God (YHVH) was king, God
(YHVH) will be King forever and ever.”?

This isthe Explicit Name (Shem Ha Mepharesh), for which permisson was given that it be
permuted and spoken. It isthuswritten [regarding the above-mentioned Priestly Blessng]
(Numbers 6:27), “And they shall place My name upon the children of Israd, and | will bless
them.”

Thisrefersto the Name containing twelve letters. Itis thename used in the Priestly

Blessing, “May God blessyou...” It contains threenames [ead havingfour letters] making
atotal of twelve.

Itsvowel pointsare Yaphdal Y pha oel Yiph'ol.

If one safeguards it and mentions it in holiness then all his prayers are head. And not only
that, but he is loved on high and below, and immediately answered and helped.

This isthe Explicit Name that was written on Aaron’s forehead.

The Explicit Name containing 72l etters and the Explicit Name containing twelve | etters
were given over by the Blessed Holy One to [the angel] Mesamariah, who stands before the
Curtain. He gave it to Elijah on Mount Carmel, and with them he acended and did not taste
deah.

112 These are the Explicit Holy Exdted Names. There ae twelve Names, one for ead of
the twelve tribes of |sragl:
Ah-Tzitzah-ron
Aklithah-ron
Shemagtharon
Demushah-ron
Ve-Tzgohtzgphithron
Hurmyron

Bradh Yah-ron

Eresh Gadra-aon
Basavah Monahon
Chazhavayah
Havahayryhah
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Ve-Harayth-hon

All of them are included in the Heat of heaven.

They include male and female. They are given over to the Axis, the Sphere and the Heat,
and they are the well springs of Wisdom.

113 Rabbi Rahumai sat and expounded:

What are the twelve tribes or Israd?

But thisteades usthat the Blessed Holy One has twelve rods[on high. Theword Shevé is
the same for both “tribe” and “rod.”]

What are they?

What isthislike? A king had a beautiful fountain. All his brothers has no water other than
this fountain, and could not endure thirst. What did hedo? He made twelve pipes forgh
fountain, and named them afters his brothers' children.

He then said to them, “If the sons are as goad as their fathers, they will be worthy, and | will
let water flow through the pipes. The fathers will then drink all they wish, and so will the
sons. But if the sons are not worthy and do not do what is right in my eyes, then regarding
this, these pipes will stand. | will give them water only on the condition that they give none
to their children, sincethey do not obey my will.”

114 What isthe meaning of the word Sheve [which has the connotation of both a tribe and
arod]?

It is something simple and not square.

What isthe reason?

Because it is impossible to have one square inside another square. A circle indde a sjuare
can move. A square inside a sguare cannot move.

115 What are the thingsthat are circular?

They are the vowel points in the Torah of Moses, for these are al round. They areto the
letterslike the soul, which lives in the body of man.

It is impossible for [man] to come [into thisworld] unless[the soul] endures within him. Itis
impossible for him to spe& anything, grea or small, without it.

In asimilar manner, it isimpossible to speak aword, great or small, without the vowel
points.

116 Every vowel point isround, and every letter is square.

The vowel points are the life of the letters, and through them, the letters endure.

These vowel points come through the pipes to the letters through the fragrance of a saaifice,
which immediately descends. It istherefore called “ A descending (pleasant) fragrance to
God” —indicaing that it descendsto God.

This isthe meaning of the verse (Deuteronamy 6:4), “Hea O Israd, the Lord is our God, the
LordisOne.”

117. Rabbi Y ochanan said:

What isthe meaning of the verse (Exodus 15:3), “God isa man (Ish) of war, God (YHVH) is
His name”’?

Man (Ish) indicates asign. The Targum thus renders, “God isa man of war,” as“God is the
Master of victory inwar.”
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What isthis Master?
Alephisthe first, the Holy Palace.
Do wethen say that the Palace is holy? Instead we say, “the Palaceof the Holy One.”

118 Yodisthe Ten Sayings with which the world was creaed.

What are they? They are the Torah of Truth, which includesall worlds.
What isthe Shn?

He said: It istheroct of thetree The letter Shnisliketheroat of atree

119 What isthistreethat you mentioned?

He said: It represents the Powers of the Blessed Holy One, one above the other.

Just like a treebringsforth fruit through water, so the Blessed Holy One increasesthe
Powers of the Treethrough water.

What isthe water of the Blessed Holy One?

It iswisdom. It isthe souls of the righteous. They fly from the fountain to the great pip,
ascend and attadh themselvesto the Tree

Through what do they fly?

Through Israel. Whey they are good and righteous, the Divine Presence dwell s anong them.
Their deadsthen rest in the bosom of the Blessed Holy One, and He makes them fruitful and
multiplies them.

120 How do we know that the Divine Presence is called Tzedek (Righteous)? It iswritten
(Deuteronomy 33:26), “He who rides in the heavens is your help, and His majesty isin the
skies (Shechakim).” It isalso written (Isaiah 45:8), “The skies (Shedhakim) run with
Righteousness (Tzedek).”

Tzedekisthe Divine Presence, as it iswritten (Isaiah 1:21), “Righteousness (TzedeK) dwells
init.”

Righteousness was given to David, as it iswritten, (Psalm 146:10), “May God reign forever,
your God O Zion, for generation to gereration.” Itis aso written (1 Chronicles11:1), “Zion
isthe city of David.”

121 What isthe meaning of “generation to generation”?
Rabbi Papias said: “A generation goes and a generation comes (Ecdesastes 1:4).”
Rabbi Akibasaid: “The generation came” — it aready came.

122 What isthis like? A king had slaves, and hedres®d them with garments of silk and
satin acording to his ability. The relationship broke down, and he cast them out, repell ed
them, and took his garments away from them. They then went on their own way.

The king took the garments, and washed them well until there was not a single spot on them.
He placad them with his storekeers, bought other daves, and dressed them with the same
garments. He did not know whether or not the slaves were good, but they were [at least]
worthy of garments that he already had and which had been previously worn.

[The verse continues] (Ecdesiastes 1:4), “But the eath standsforever.” This is the same as
(Ecdesiastes 12:6), “The dust returnsto the eath asit was, but the spirit retumsto God who
gaveit.”
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Sedion IV
The Ten Sephiroth

123 Rabbi Amoral said:

What isthe meaning of the verse (Lewvticus 9:22), “And Aaron raised up his handsto bless
the people, and heblessed them and he decended [from making the sin offering, theburnt
offering, and the peaceofferings].”?

Did henot dready descent? But he cescended”from making the sin offering, theburnt
offering, and the peaceofferings,” and then “A aron raised up his hands to bless the pele.”
What isthe meaning of thisraising [of hands]?

It was becaise he had offered a saaificeand brought them before their Father in heaven, as
we have said. Those who offer saaifice must elevate them, [and those who] unify them
[must] unify them among these.

And; what are they? The people, asit iswritten “to the people.” [This means] “for the sake
of the people.”

124, Why are the hands lifted when they are blessed in this manner?

It is because the hands have ten fingers, alluding to the Ten Sephiroth with which heaven
and eath were sealed.

These parallel the Ten Commandments.

In these Ten are included the 613 Commandments. If you count the lettersin the Ten
Commandments, you will find that there are 613 letters.

They contain all 22 letters except Teth, which is misgng in them.

What isthe reason for this? Thisteachesusthat Teth isthe belly —and in not included
among the Sephiroth.

125 Why are they called Sephiroth?
Because it iswritten (Psalm 19:2), “The heavens declare (me-Sapim) the glory of God.”

126. And what are they?

They arethree Among them are threetroops and threedominions.

The first dominionislight. Light isthe life of water.

The second dominion includes the Chaioth Ha-Qadesh, the Opharnim, the wheels of the
Chariot, and all the troops of the Blessed Holy One. The bless, exalt, glorify, praise and
sanctify the might King with the Kedushah Arranged in the mystery of the grea Kedushah
isthe feasome and terrible King. And they crown Him with three*holies.”

127. Why are there three“ holies’ and not four?

Because the holinesson high isthreeby three It isthuswritten, “God is King, God was
King, God will be King forever and ever.”

It isalso written (Numbers 6:24-26), “May God blessyou... May God shineuponyoul...
May God lift...”

32



The Bahir

It is furthermore written (Exodus 34:6), “God (YHVH), God (YHVH).” The third one
includesthe rest of God'’s Attributes.

What arethey?[Asthe verse continues|, “God, merciful and gracious’ —the thirteen
Attributes[of Mercy].

128 [The Kedushahisthe verse (Isaiah 6:3), “Holy holy holy isthe Lord of Hogs, the
whole eathisfilled with His Glory.”]

What is the meaning of “holy holy holy”?[And why is it] foollowed by, “the Lord of Hosts,
the whole eath isfilled with His glory”?

The [first] “holy” isthe highest Crown.

The[second] “holy” istheroat of the Tree

The [third] “holy” isattached and unified in them all.

[Thisis followed by], “the Lord of Hosts, the whole eath is filled with Hisglory.”

129 What isthe“holy” that is attachedand unified?

What isthis like? A king had sons, who in turn also had sons. When the [grand]sons do his
will, he mingles with them, supportsthem, and satisfiesthem all. He gives [his sons]
everything goad, so that they shoud be able to satisfy their children. But when the
[grand]children do not do hiswill, then he only gives the fathers as much asthey need.

130 What isthe meaning of, “the whole eath is filled with His glory”?

Thisisthe eath that wascreated on thefirst day. Itis on high, filled with God’s glory and
paralleling the Land of Israel.

And what is[thisglory] ? It isWisdom, asit iswritten (Proverbs 3:35), “The wise shall
inherit glory.”

131 What is“God’' s glory”?

What isthis like? A king had a matron in his chamber, and all histroops delighted in her.
She had sons, and each day they came to seethe king and to bless him.

They asked him, “Where isour mother?’ He replied, “Y ou cannot seeher now.” They said,
“Let her be blesd wherever sheis.”

132 What isthe meaning of “from His plac€ ? This indicates that none know his place.
Thisislikearoya princesswho camefrom a far place People did not know her origin, but
they saw that she was awoman of valour, beautiful and refined in all her ways. They said,
“She certainly originatesfrom the sde of light, for she ill uminates the world through hee
deals.”

They asked her, “From where areyou?’ She replied, “From my placee.” They sad, “If so, the
people of your placeare grea. May you be blessed, and may you place e blessed.”

133 Isthis“glory of God” then not one of His hosts? Is it not inferior? Why then do they
blessit?

But what isthis like? A man had a beautiful garden. Outside the garden but closetoit, he
had a nice sedion of field. On this section, he planteda beautiful flower garden.

The first thing that he would water would be his garden. The water would spread over the
entire garden. It would not read the seaion of field however, since it was not attached, even
though it was all one. He therefore opened a placefor it and watered it separately.
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134. Rabbi Rahumai said:

Glory (Kavod) and Heat (LeV) both have the same [numerical value, namely 32].

They are both one, but Glory refersto its function on high, and Heat refersto its function
below.

“God'sglory” and the hreat of heaven” are therefore bath identical.

135 Rabbi Y ochanan said:

What isthe meaning of the verse (Exodus 17:11), “And it was when Moses would raise his
hands, |srael would prevail, and when he woud lower hishands, Amalek would prevail .”?
Thisteades usthat the whole world endures becaise of the Lifting of Hands.

Why?

Because the name of the power given to Jaab islsragl.

Abraham, |saacand Jacob were ead given a particular Power. The counterpart of the
attribute in which each one walked was given to him

Abraham did deeads of kindness He prepared food for everyonein hisareaand for dl
wayfarers. He acted kindly and went out to greet them, as it iswritten (Genesis 18:2), “and
he ran to greet them.” Not only that, but (Genesis 18:2), “He bowed to the eath.” Thiswasa
complete ad of kindness.

God therefore granted him the same neasure and gave him the attribute of Kindness
(Chesed). It isthuswritten (Micah 7:20), “You give truth to Jacob, Kindnessto Abraham, as
Y ou sworeto our fathers from days of yore.”

What isthe meaning of “from days of yore”? Thisteaches usthat if Abraham did not do
dedads of kindness then he would not have been worthy of the attribute of Truth. Jacob
would then not have been worthy of the attribute of Truth.

In the merit through which Abraham was worthy of the attribute of Kindness Isaacbecame
worthy of the attribute of Terror. It isthuswritten (Genesis 31:53), “And Jaamb swore by the
Terror of his father Isaac”

Does anyone then swear in this manner, mentioning his belief in the Terror of his father?
But up until that time, Jacob had not been given any power. He therefore swore by the
power that was given to his father. Itisfor thisreason that it iswritten, “ And Jacob swore by
the Terror of his father Isaac”

What isit?

It is Chaos. It emanates from evil and astounds people.

And what isthat ? It isthat regarding which it iswritten (I Kings 18:38), “And fire came
down and it consumed the burnt offering, and the stones, and the earth, andit evaporated the
water that wasin thetrench.” It isalso written (Deuteronamy 4:24), “The Lord your God is
aconsumingfire,a jed ous God.”

136. What is Kindness?

It isthe Torah, asit iswritten (Isaiah 55:1), “Ho, let all who are thirsty come for water, let
he without silver come, [stock up and ea — come, stock up wineand milk, without sil ver and
without payment].”

[Kindness istherefore] silver. It isthuswritten, “come, stock up and ea — come, stock up
wine and milk, without sil ver and without payment.” He fed you Torah and taught you, for
you have dready eaned it through the meit of Abraham, who did deals of kindness
Without silver, he would feed others, and without payment, he would give them wineand
milk.
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137. Why wine and milk? What does one have to do with the other?

But thisteades us that wine is Terror and milk is Kindness.

Why iswine mentioned first? Because it iscloser to us.

Do you then think that thisrefersto actual wine and milk? We mustsay that it is the Form of
wine and milk.

Through the merit of Abraham, who wasworthy of the attribute of Kindness Isaacwas
worthy of the attribute of Terror. And because | saacwas worthy of the attribute of Terror,
Jaab was worthy of the attribute of Truth, which is the attribute of Peace

God bestowed him according to his measure. It isthus written (Genesis 25:27) “Jacob was a
complete man, dwelling in tents.” The word “complete” means nothing other than peece. It
isthuswritten (Deuteronamy 18:13), “Y ou shall be complete with the Lord your God,” and
the Targum rendersthis, “You shall be at peace(sh’'lim).”

The word “complete” refersto nothing other than the Torah. Itis thus written (Malachi 2:6),
“A Torah of truth was in his mouth.” What is written in the \ery next phrase? It sates, “With
peaceand uprightness he walked before Me.” “Uprightness” is nothing otherthan peace as
it iswritten (Psalm 25:21), “Complete and upright.”

It istherefore written (Exodus 17:11), “And it was when Moseswould raise his hands, |sragl
would prevail. This teates s that the Attribute that is called Israd hasin it a“Torah of
Truth.”

138 What isthe meaning of “aTorah of Truth?’

It isthat which teades (Moreh) the Truth of [all] worlds, aswell as His deals in thought.
He erecied Ten Sayings, and with them the world stands. It is one of them.

In man He creakd ten fingers, parallding these Ten Sayings.

Mosesraised his hands and concentrated to some degreeon the Attribute that is called Israel
which containsthe Torah of Truth. With histen fingers, he alluded that he was upholding
the Ten. For if [God] would not help Israel, then the Ten Sayings would not endure every
day. It wasfor thisreason that “Israel prevailed.”

[ The verse continues], “And when helowered his hands Amalek prevailed.” Woud Moses
then do anything that would cause Amalek to prevail ? But [this teadies 5] thatit is
forbidden for a person to stand for [more than] threehours with his hands spread out to
heaven.

139 Hisdisciples asked: To whom are the hands raised?

He replied: To the heights of heaven. How do we know this? It iswritten (Habbakkuk 3:10),
“The deep gives forth its voice, it liftsup its hands on high.” Thisteades usthat the Lifting
of Hands isonly to the heights of the heaven.

When among |srael there are people who are wise and know the mystery of the Glorious
Name, and they lift up their hands, they are immediately answered.

It isthuswritten (Isaiah 58:9), “Then (Az) you will cdl and God will answer.” If you call
God “then” (Az), He will answer you immediately.

140 What isthe meaning of “then” [- Az— elled Aleph Zayin]?

Thisteates usthat it isnot permissible to call Alephalone. [It can] only [be called] through
the two lettersthat are attached to it, which sit first in the kingdom.

Together with the Aleph, they are then three Seven of the Ten Sayings then remain, and this
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isthe Zayin [which hasthe numerical value of seven).
It isalso written (Exodus 15:1), “Then (Az) sang Moses and the children of Israd.”

141 What are the Ten Sayings?

Thefirst isthe Highest Crown. Blessed and praisedbe it name and its people.

Who are its people?

They are lsragl. It isthuswritten (Psalm 100 3), “Know that the Lord is God, He made us,
and not (Lo) we, Hispeople.” [Lo is spelled Lamed Aleph and can be read, “to Aleph”.] The
verse then reads, “to Alepharewe.”

[It isour duty] to recognise and know the Unity of Unities, who isunified in all His names.

142 The second one is Wisdan .

It isthuswritten (Proverbs 8:22), “God procured me, the beginning of Hisway, before his
works, from then (Az).” A “beginning’ is nothing other thanWisdom, as it iswritten (Psalm
111:10), “The beginning iswisdom, the fea of God.”

143 Thethird one isthe quarry of the Torah, the treasury of Wisdom, the quarry of the
“gpirit of God”.

Thisteates usthat God carved out all the letters of the Torah, engraved it with spirit, and
with it made all Forms. This isthe meaning of the verse (1 Sanuel 2:2), “There is no Rock
(Tzur) like our God” —there is no Former (Tzayir) like our God.

144. These are three What is the fourth?

The fourth is (Deuteronamy 33:21), “the charity of God,” His merit and his Kindness
(Chesed) to all the world.

This isthe Right Hand of the Blessed Holy One.

145 What isthe fifth?

The fifth isthe grea fire of the Blessed Holy One> Regarding thisit iswritten
(Deuteronomy 18:16), “Let me seethe grea fire no more, lest | die.”

Thisisthe Left Hand of the Blessed Holy One.

What arethey? They are the Chaioth ha-Qadesh and the holy Seraphim, to their right and
their left. They are the “pleasant ones’ which ascend higher and higher, asit is written
(Ecdesiastes 5:7), “And ones higher than they.”

It isalso written (Ezekiel 1:18), “And as for their height, they had height, and they had fea,
and their height wasfilled with eyes, around the four.” And around Him are angels. Those
around them also bow down before them, kneeling and declaring, “ The Lord He is God, the
Lord HeisGod.”

146. The sixth one is the Throne of Glory, crowned, included, praised ai@d
It isthe house of the World to Come, and its place & in Wisdaon . It isthuswritten (Genesis
1:3), “And God said, ‘Let there be light,” and there was light.”

147. And Rabbi Y ochanan said:

There were two [types of] light, asit iswritten, “[let there ke light,] and there wes li ght.”
Regarding both of them it iswritten (Genesis 1:4), “[And God saw the light] that it was
gmd.”
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The Blessed Holy One took one [of these types of light] and stored it away for the righteous
in the World to Come. Regarding this it iswritten (Psalm 31:20), “How great isthe good
that Y ou have hidden away for those who fea Y ou, that You have accomplished for those
who find shelter in You...”

We lean that no creature could look at thefirst light. It isthus written (Genesis 1:4), “And
God saw the light that it was good.”

It is furthermore written (Genesis 1:21) “And God saw all that He made, and behold, it was
very good.” God saw all that He had made and saw shining, brilliant good.

He took of that good, and included in it the 32 paths of Wisdom, givingto thisworld. Thisis
the mening of the verse (Proverbs4:2), “I have given you a doctrine of good My Torah, do
not abandon it.” We say that this is the treasury of the Ord Torah.

The Blessed Holy One said, “This Attribute is considered to bedluded in thisworld, and it
isthe Oral Torah. If you keep this Attribute in thisworld, then you will be worthy of the
World to Come, which isthe good stored away for the righteous.”

What isit?

It isthe force of the Blessed Holy One. It isthus written (Habakkuk 3:4), “And the glow will
be like light, [He hasrays from His hand, and His hidden force i there].” The glow that vga
taken from the first Light will be like [our visible] light if His children keep the “Torah and
Commandment that | wrote t tead them.” It isthuswritten (Proverbs 1:8), “Hea my son,
the admonition of your father, and do not abandon the Torah of your mother.”

148 And it iswritten (Habakkuk 3:4), “He hasrays from His hand, and His hidden forceis
there.”

What is “His hidden force™?

Thisisthe light that was storedaway and hidden, asit iswritten (Psalm 31:20), “[How great
isthe good] that Y ou have hidden away for those who fea Y ou, [that You have
acomplished for those who find shelter in Y ou].”

What remains for usin that which “Y ou have acamplished for those who find shelter in
You.” These are the oneswho find sheter in Y our shadow in thisworld, who keep Y our
Torah, observe Y our Commandments, and sanctify Y our name, unifying it seaetly and
puldicly. The verse thus concludes, “in the sight of the sons of man.”

149, Rabbi Rahumai said:

Thisteatesusthat Israd had light. Torah islight, asit iswritten (Proverbs 6:23), “For a
commandment isalamp, Torah islight, [and the way of life isthe rebuke of admonition].”
And we say that alamp isacommandment, ill umination (Orah) Oral Torah, and light (Or)
isthe written Torah. [How can we then say that the Oral Torah islight (Or)?7]

Because this light has alrealy been kept, it iscalled light.

What isthis like? A room was hidden at the end of ahouse. Even though it is day, and there
is bright light in the world, one cannot see n thisroom unlesshe brings along a lamp.

The same istrue of the Oral Torah. Even though it isalight, it needs the written Torah to
answer its questions and explain its mysteries.

150. Rabbi Rahumai said:

What isthe meaning of the verse (Proverbs 6:23), “And the way of life isthe rebuke of
admonition”?

Thisteades us that when a person acastoms himself to study the Mystery of Credion and
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the Mystery of the Chariot, it isimpossible that he not sumble. It istherefore written (Isaiah
3:6), “Let this stumbling be under your hand.” This refers to things that a person cannot
understand unless they cause him to ssumble.

The Torah callsit “the rebuke of admonition,” but actually it makes one worthy of “the way
of life.” One who wishesto be worthy of “the way of life” must therefore endure“the rebuke
of admonition.”

151 Another explanation:

“Life” isthe Torah, asit iswritten (Deuteronamy 30:19), “And you shall choose life.” Itis
furthermore written (Deuteronamy 30:20), “For it is your life and your length of days.”

If one wantsto be worthy of it, he should rejed physical pleasure and accet the yokeof the
commandments. If he is afflicted with suffering, he should acceot it with love. He should not
ask, “Sincel am fulfilling the will of my Maker and am studying the Torah each day, why
am | afflicted with suffering?’ Rather, he should accept it with love.

Then hewill be completely worthy of the “way of life.”

For who knows the ways of the Blessed Holy One? Regarding all things, one must therefore
say, “Righteous are You, O God, and Y our judgement is fair. All that is done from heaven is
for the good.”

152 You said [that the sixth one was| His Throne. Have we then ot said that it isthe
Crown of the Blessed Holy One? We have said, “Israel was crowned with threecrowns, the
crown of priesthood, the crown of roydty, and the crown of Torah abovethem all.”

What isthislike? A king has a pleasing, beautiful vessel and he was very fond of it.
Sometimes he placed it on his head — this is the Tefilli n worn on the head. At other times he
caried it on hisarm— in the knot of the Tefilli n worn on the arm. Sometimes he lend it to his
son so that it should remain with him.

Sometimes it iscalled His Throne. This is because He carriesit asan amuet on Hisarm, just
like a throne.

153 What isthe seventh? It isthe heaven [called] Aravot.

And why isit called heaven (Shanayim)? Becaise it isround like a head.

We lean that it isin the centre, with water at its right and fire a its left. It supports water
(SaMayim) from fire and water, and brings peacebetween them.

Fire comes and finds the attribute of fireon itsside. Water comes and finds the attribute of
water on itsside. It istherefore written (Job 25:2), “He makes peace in His high places.”

154 Isit then the seventh? Is it nothing more than the sixth.

But thisteades usthat the Holy Palaceis here, and it suppatsthem all. It isthus counted as
two. It istherefore the seventh.

And what isit?

It is Thought that does not have any end or boundary. This placeli kewise does not hawe any
end or boundary.

155 The seventh one isthe east of the world. Itisfrom where the Seed of Israd comes.
The spinal cord originates in man’ s brain and extends to the [sexual] organ, where the seed
is. It istherefore written (Isaiah 43:5), “From the east | will bring your seed, [and from the
west | will gather you].”
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When Israel isgood, then this isthe placeform which | will bring your seed, and new seed
will be granted to you. But when Israel iswicked, [then | will bring] seed that has already
been inthe world. It isthus written (Ecdesiastes 1:4), “A generation goes and a generation
comes,” teading us that it has dready come.

156 What isthe meaning of the verse (Isaiah 43:5), “And from the west | will gather you”?
[This meansthat “I will gather you”] from the attribute that dways points to the west.

Why is[west] cdled MaAReV? Because it isthere that all seed is mixed together (MitAReV).
What isthislike? A king’s son had a beatiful bride and he hid her in hischamber. He took
riches from his father’ s house and constantly brought it to her. She in turn took everything,
constantly put it away, and mixed it all together. Ultimately he seeksto seewhat he had
gathered and acaumulated.

It istherefore written, “And from the west | will gather you.”

And what is his father’ s house?

It isthat regarding which it iswritten, “From the east | will bringyour seed.” This teates s
that it is brought from the east and sowed on the west. He then gathers what hehas sowed.

157. What isthe eighth one?

The Blessed Holy One has a single Righteous One (Tzadik) in Hisworld, and it isdea to
Him because it suppatsall the world. It isthe Foundation (Yesod).

Thisiswhat sustains it, and makes it grow, increasing and watching it. It is beloved and dea
on high, and beloved and dea bd ow; fearsome and mighty on high, and feasome and
mighty below; redified and accepted on high, and redified and accepted below.

It isthe Foundation of all souls.

Did you then say that it isthe eighth? And do you say that it is the Foundation of all sous?
Isit then not written (Exodus 31:17), “And on the seventh day He rested and souled’? Y es,
it isthe seventh. Thisis becaise it decides between them. There are six, and three ae below
and threeabove, and it decides between them.

158 Why isit called the seventh? Is it then the seventh?

It isnot. But it is because the Blessed Holy One rested on the Sabbath with the attribute
regarding which it iswritten (Exodus 31:17), “For six days God made the heaven and the
eath, and on the seventh day He rested and souled.” Thisteadesusthat ead day hasa
Sayingthat is its Master.

Thisisnot because it was creaed on that day, but becaise that iswhen it does the task to
which it was assigned. Each one doesitstask and maintains its adivities.

The seventh day therefore comes and does its task, makingthem al rejoice. Not only that,
but it also causestheir soulsto grow, asitiswritten, “on the sventh day He restedand
souled.”

159 What isthis “rest”? It isthe absence of work. Itis acesation which is called Shabba
(meaning rest).

What isthis like? A king had seven gardens, and the middle one containedafountain,
welling upfrom aliving source Three[of hisgardens] are atits right, and three ae a its
left. When it performed its function and overflowed, they all rejoiced, saying, “It overflowed
for our sake.” It waters them and makes them grow, whil e they wait and rest.

Do wethen say that it watersthe seven? But it iswritten (Isaiah 43:5), “From the east | will
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bring your seed.” This indicatesthat one of [the seven] watersit.
We must therefore say that it watersthe Heat, and the Heat then waters them all.

160 Rabhbi Berachiah sat and expounded:

Ead day we spedk of the World to Come. Do we then understand what we are sying?

In Aramaic, the “World to Come” is trandated “the world that cane.”

And what isthe meaning of “the world that came”?

We leaned that before the world was creaed, it arose in thought to crede an intense light to
illuminate it . He created an intense light over which no creatd thing coud have authority.
The Blessed Holy One saw, however, that the world could not endure [this light]. He
therefore ook a seventh of it and left it in its place for them. Thee rest He put awag for th
righteousin the Ultimate Future.

He said, “If they are worthy of this seventh and keep it, | will givethem [therest] in the
Final World.”

It istherefore call ed “the world thatcane,” sinceit dready came [into existence] from the
six days of creaion. Regarding this it iswritten (Psalm 31:20), “How great is Y our good
that Y ou have hidden away for those who fea Y ou.”

161 What isthe meaning of the verse (Exodus 15:27), “And the came to Elim, where there
were twelve well s of water and seventy date palms, and they encamped there by the water”?
What is sospecial about seventy date plms? In one small place there canbe a thousand.
But [thisteades usthat] they were worthy of their counterpart. They are likened to date
palms.

It iswritten (Exodus 15:23), “And they came to Marah, and they could not drink of the
waters of Marah, for they were bitter (marah).” Thisteades usthat the north wind confused
them. It isthuswritten (Exodus 15:25), “And he cried out to God, and He showed him a
tree. He cast it into the waters, and the waters becane swed.”

God immediately placel His hand against the Satan and diminished him. Itis thus written
(Exodus 15:25), “There He gave them adeaeeand a law, and there He proved them.”
Thisteadesusthat a thistime, the Satan attadhed himself to them in order to blot them out
from theworld. It isthuswritten (Exodus 15:24), “And the people complained to Moses
saying, ‘What shall we drink?” [The Satan] continued to denounce Moses until he cried out
to God and was answered.

What isthe meaning of the verse, “And He showed him atree™? This teacles s that the
Treeof Life was near the water. The Satan came and removed it in order to denouncelsrael
and cause them to sin against their Father in heaven.

[The Satan] said to them, “Are you now then going into the desert? Even now [you have
nothing] other than bitter water, but this has some berefit, snceyou can make some use of
it. But when you enter the desert, you will not even find [water] with which to wash your
hands and face Y ou will die from hunger and thirst, naked and having nothing.”

The people came to Mosesand repeatd these words, but he put them off. When [the Satan |
saw that he could not overcome them, he strengthened himsdlf [to overcome] Israel and
Moses.

The people came, and “they complained to Moses.” They sad, “Even here we ladk water.
What will we drink in the desert?’

The Satan had falsified the situation in order to cause the people to sin. As soon as Moses
saw the Satan, “He cried out to God, and He showed him a tree” Thisisthe Treeof Life
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that Satan had removed. He then “cast it into the water, and the water became swed.”

The Blessed Holy One then gave the Satan a“deaeeand alaw,” and it wastherethat He
“proved’ Israel. The Blessed Holy One warned Israel saying (Exodus 15:26), “If you listen
to the voice of the Lord your God, [and dowhatis uprightin His eyes, give ea to His
commandments, and keep al His decrees, then all the sickness that | brought upon the
Egyptians, | will not bring upon you, for | am God whoheasyou].”

162 What isthis like? A king had a beautiful daughter, and others desred her. The king
knew about it, but could not fight those who wanted to bring his daughter to evil ways. He
came to hishouse and wamedher, saying, “My daughter, do not pay atention to the words
of these enemies and they will not be able to overcome you. Bo not leave thehouse, but do
all your work a home. Do not sit idle, even for asingle moment. Then they will not be able
to seeyou and harm you.”

They have one Attribute which causes them to leave aside every good way and choose erery
evil way. When they seea person directing himself along a good way, they hate him.

What is[this Attribute] ? It isthe Satan.

Thisteades usthat the Blessed Holy One has an Attribute whose name is Evil. It isto the
north of the Blessed Holy One, as it iswritten (Jeremiah 1:14), “From the north will Evil
come forth, upon al the inhabitants of the eath.” Any evil thatcomes to al the inhabitants
of the eath comesfrom thenorth.

163 What isthis One Attribute?

It isthe Form of a Hand.

It has many messengers, and the name of them all isEvil Evil. Some of them are gred, and
some are small, but they all bring guilt tothe world.

This is because Chaos istoward the north. Chaos (Tohu) is nothing other than Evil. It
confounds (Taha) the world and causes people to sin.

Every Evil Urge (Yetzer HaRa) that exists in man comes from there.

And why isit placed to the left? This is becaise it does not have any authority any placein
the world except in the north.

It is not acaistomed to be anywhere except in thenorth. It does not want to beany placebut
in the north. If it remained the south until it learned the routes of the south, how could it lead
othersastray? It would have to stay there for [several] daysuntil it leaned, and then it could
not cause people to sin. It therefore is always in the north, to the left

This isthe meaning of the verse (Genesis 8:21), “For the Urge of man’s heat isevil from
hisyouth.” It isevil from his youth, and it does not incline [in any diredion] other than the
left, for it isalready accustomed to be there.

It isregarding thisthat the Blessed Holy One said to Israd (Exodus 15:26), “If you listen to
the voiceof the Lord your God, and dowhat is upright in His eyes, and give ea toHis
commandments’ — and not to the commandments of the Evil Urge—“and keep dl His
deaees’ —and not the deaees of the Evil Urge —“[then all the sickness that | brought upon
the Egyptians, | will not bring upon you,] for | an God who healsyou.”

164. What doesthe Evil Urge gain?

What isthis like? A king appointed clerks over the lands of his kingdom, over hiswork and
over his merchandise. Each and every thing had its clerk. There was one clerk in charge of
the storehouse containing goad food. Another wasin dharge of the storehouse containing
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stones. Everyone came to the storehouse containing good ood. The derk in charge of the
storehouse of stones came and saw that people were only buying from the other [clerk].
What did he do? He sent his messengersto tea down the weg house [so that people would
neeal stonesto rebuild them]. They could not do so, however, to the strong ones. He said, “In
the timethat it takes to tea down ane strong [housg], you can tea down ten weegk ones.
People will then all come and buy stones from me, and | will not be inferior to the other.”

It isthuswritten (Jeremiah 1:14), “From the north will evil come forth, upon all the
inhabitants of the eath.” The \erse then continues (Jeremiah 1:15) “For | cdl dl the
families of the kingdom of the north — says God — and they will come, and each one will
placehisthrone at the opening of the gates of Jerusalem...” Evil will be their business, and
the Evil Urge will also constantly strive.

The word Satin means “turning aside,” since he turns all the world aside to the balance of
guilt.

How isthisindicaed? It iswritten (Genesis 38:16), “And he turned aside to her,” and the
Targum renders this VeSaa, [ Saah being the roat of Satan]. It is likewise written (Proverbs
4:15), “Turn aside (Sthe) from it and pass on.”

165 What isthe significance of the seventy date palms?

They had aacepted upon themselves the commandments, as it is written (Exodus 15:26), “If
you listen to the voice of the Lord your God.” Immediately after thiswe find (Exodus 15:27)
“And they cameto Elim (Elimah) [where there were twelve wells of water and seventy date
palmsg].”

What isthe meaning of Elimah?It is Eli Mah—“to me iswhat.”

“W here there were twelve wells of water.” At first God gave it to them aswells, and in the
end, he gave it bad to them as stones. Itis thus written [regarding the stonesset up nea the
Jordan] (Joshua4:9), “twelve stones.”

What it the reason? It is because the Torah was originally likened to water in the world.
Only later was it put in a permanent place. Water, however, is here one day and elsewhere
the next.

166 What are the seventy date palms?

Thisteades us that the Blessed Holy One has seventy Structures.

These draw from the twelve Simple Ones. Just like water is simple, so are these simple.
How do we know that the date pam is a Structure? Because it iswritten (Songof Song
7:8), “Your gructureislike a cate paim.”

Besidesthat, there are venty kinds of date pams. It is therefore written that there were
seventy date pams. One was not like the other, their functions were all different, and the
taste of one was not like the taste of the other.

167. You said that the seventy date palms represent the seventy Structures. But have you not
said that there are 72?

Thereare 71. Israd makes 72, butitis not included.

But did you not say that there were seventy?

One isthe Officer of the Satan.

What isthis like? A king had sons and bought dlaves for them. The king then told his sans
“I amgiving you all equally.”

One of them replied, “I do not want to be with you, for | have the power to sted everything
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from you.”

The king then said, “Because of this, you will not have a portion anong them at dl.” [The
rebellious son] did what he could. He went outand lay in wait for [the slaves], showing
them much gold, jewels and troops. He said, “Come over to me.”

What did the king do? He amassed his armies together with the amies of al hissons. He
showed them to the slaves and said, “Do not let him trick you into thinking that his armies
are stronger than mine. Behold the troops of that son. He is deceitful and wants to rob you
Therefore, do not listen to him, for at first he will spe& smoothly in order to enticeyou into
histrap, but in the end he will laugh at you. Y ou are nry slaves, and | will do for you
everything goad if you turn away from him and do not listen to him.”

He isthe Prince of Chaos. It isthuswritten (1 Sanuel 12:21), “Do not turn aside, for you
will follow Chaos. It will not help or save, for it is Chaos.” [It cannot help or save,] but it
can do harm.

The advice that | giveyouis that you shoud (Exodus 15:26), “Listen to the voiceof the
Lord your God, do what isright in Hiseyes, and give ea to His commandments, and ke
al Hisdeaees.”

When you keeo all His decress, then, “All the sicknessthat | brought upon the Egyptians, |
will not bring uponyou.”

Why did He say all this? In order to close all doors, so that he should not find you soft at
timesand hard at times.

When you keeo all His decrees, then “all the sickness that | brought upon the Egyptians’ —
through My hand —*1 will not bring upon you.”

What isthe meaning of “for | am God who heasyou’? This means that even when he
comes and strikes, | am God who will heal you.

168 Why do you call it the eight?

Because with it theeight are begun, and with it theeight numbers are ompleted. In

function, however, it isthe seventh one.

And what are [the eight] that were begun? Thisisthe fad that a child enters the Covenant of
Circumcision when eight days old.

Arethey then eight? They are nothing more than seven. Why then did the Blessed Holy One
say eight? Because there are eight directions in man.

What are they? They are asfollows:

Theright and left hands;

Theright and left legs;

The head, the body, and the Covenant as an arbitrator;

And hiswife, who is his mate.

It isthuswritten (Genesis 2:24), “And he shall clingto hiswife, and they shall be one
flesh.”

They arethe eight, and they parallel the eight days of circumcision. Are they then eight?
They are nothing more that seven, sincethe body and covenant are one. It istherefore eight.

169 What isthe ninth?

He said to them: the ninth and tenth are together, one opposite the other

One is higher than the other by 500 years.

They are like two Wheels (Opharim). One inclinestoward the north, while the other inclines
toward the west. They reach down to the lowest eath.
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What isthe lowest eath? It isthe last of the seven eaths down below.

Theend of the Divine Presenceof the Blessed Holy One isunder His fed. It isthuswritten
(Isaiah 66:1), “The heaven is My throne, and the eathis the hassock for My fed.”

The Victory (Nitzachon) of the world isthere. It isthuswritten (Isaiah 24:10), “for Victory
of Victories (Netzach Netzachim).”

170 What isthe meaning of “Victory of Victories?

Thereisasingle Victory (Netzach). Which isit? It isthe one that inclines toward the west.
And what issecondary toit? This is the one that inclines toward thenorth.

And the third one? This isthe one that is below.

The third one? But you have said that the Chariot hastwo wheels. We must therefore say
that the end of the Divine Presenceisalso called Victory.

This isthe meaning of “Victory of Victories.” “Victory” isone, and “Victories’ istwo,
giving [a btal of] three

171 Hisdisciples said to him: From above to bd ow we know. But from below to above we
do not know.

Hereplied: Isit not al one— below to above and above to be ow?

They said: Our master, ascending is not the same as decending. One can run while
descending, but cannot do so while ascending.

Hereplied: Go out and see

He sat and expounded to them:

There isaDivine Presence below, just like there isa Divine Presence above.

What isthis Divine Presence? We have said that it isthe light that was derived from the first
Light, which is Wisdom. It also surrounds all things, as it iswritten (Isaiah 6:3), “The whole
eathisfilled with Hisglory.”

What is its function?

What isthis like? A king had seven sons, and he assignedeach ane aplace.He said to them,
“Sit here, one above the other.”

The lowest one said, “I will not sit a the bottom. | do not want to be far from you.”

[The king] replied, “I will surround you and seeyou al day long.”

Thisisthe meaning of the verse, “The whole eath isfilled with His glory.”

Why is He among them? This is so that He should support them and sistain them.

172 And what are the sons?

| have already told you that the Blessed Holy One has seven Holy Forms.

All of them have a counterpart in man, as it is written (Genesis 9:6), “for in the form of God
He made man.” It is likewise written (Genesis 1:27), “In the form of God He made him,
male and female He made them.”

Thisiswhat they are:

Theright and left legs;

Theright and left hands;

The body, covenant and head.

But these are only six. You hawe said that there ae seven.
The seventh iswith hiswife. It isthuswritten (Genesis 2:24), “And they shall be one flesh.”
But she wastaken from hisribs, asit iswritten (Genesis 2:21), “And He took one of his

44



The Bahir

ribs.”

He said: Yes from hisribs.

Does he then have a rib?

Yes. It iswritten (Exodus 26:20), “the ribs of the tabernade.” The Targum rendersthis, “the
side of the tabernacle.”

And what isHis side?

What isthis like? A king had an ideato plant ten mde treesin a garden. All of them were
date paims. He said, “Sincethey are all the same kind, it is impossible for them to endure.”
What did he do? He planted and Etrog among them. This was one of those which he had
intended to be male.

And why isthe Etrog female? Because it iswritten (Lewticus 23:40), “The fruit of a
beautiful treg fronds of a date pam, [branches of atreeof leaves, and willows of the
brook].”

What isthe fruit of abeautiful (hadar) tree?

The Targum rendersthisverse, “The fruit of the Etrog tree, and the Lulav.”

173 What isthe meaning of “beautiful” ? It isthe beauty of all things. Thisisalso the beauty
of the Song of Song. Regarding it, it iswritten (Song of Song 6:10), “Who is she who
looks forth asthe dawn, fair asthe moon, clea asthe sun, terrible like anarmy with
banners?”

Thisrelatesto the Female.

Because of her, the female wastaken from Adam. Thisis because it isimpossible for the
lower world to endure without the female.

And why isthe female called Nekevah? Because her orifices (Nekey are wide. Also because
she has more orifices than the male. What arethey? They are the orifices of the breasts, the
womb, and the receptacle.

174. And what isthe reason that you said that the Songof Sagsis beautiful?

Yes, it isthe most beautiful of all the Holy Scriptures.

Rabbi Y ochanan thus said: All Scriptureis holy, and dl the Torah isholy, but the Songof
Song isthe Holy of Holies.

What isthe meaning of the Holy of Holies? It meansthat it isholy for the Holy Ones.
What are the Holy Ones? They are the counterparts of the six diredions thatare in man.
That which is holy for them is holy for everything.

175 What isthisthat isHoly? It isthe Etrog, which isthe beauty (hadar) of themall.
Why isit called beautiful (hadar)? Do not read hada, but HaDar —“Which dwells.”
Thisrefersto the Etrog which is not bound together with the Lulav. Without it the
commandment of the Lulav cannot be fulfilled.

It isalso bound with them all. It iswith each one of them, and is unified with them all.

176 What doesthe Lulav pardlel? It is the counterpart of the spina cord. It isthus written
(Lewuticus 23:40), “[fronds of adate pam,] abranch of atreeof leaves, and willows of the
brook.”

The [leafy] branches[of the myrtle] must cover the majority [of the bunch]. If its brarghe
donot cover its majority, it isinvalid.

Why?
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What isthis like? A man has arms, and with them he protects his head. He has two arms, and
his head makesthree

[It istherefore called] “abrand of atreeof leaves.” A “branch” isto theleft, and the
“leaves’ are to the right. It thencomes out that the “tree”isin the centre.

And why isit called a“tree™? Because it isthe Root of the Tree

177 What are “willows of the brook”? There are two [willow branchesin the Lulav,] and
these parallel the two legs in man.

Why are the [“willows of the brook”] cdled Arvey Nacha? Because the greder of thetwo is
inclined toward the west (ma-AreV) and drawsits strength from there.

The oneto the north is smaller than it by a journey of 500years. It ison the northwest side,
through which it functions.

It is named after it, sincethey are both mixed (Arav).

178 Another explanation:

[Willows of the Brook] are called ArveyNachal becaise the function of one is sometimes
mixed (ma-arav) with that of the other.

Why are they called Willows of the Brook? This is because of the placein which they are
fixed, which is called Brook. It isthus written (Ecdesiastes 1:7), “All the Brooks go to the
seg but the seais not filled.”

What isthis sea? We say that it is the Etrog.

How do we know that ead of the seven Attributesis called aBrook (Nachal)? Becauseit is
written (Numbers 21:19), “From Gift to Nadaliel [, from Nachaliel to Bamot, and from
Bamot to the valley that is in the Field of Moab, the head of the cliff, and it looks down on
the face of the Y eshimon].” Do not read Nadhaliel, but Nachley El —Brooks of God.

And all six then go on one path to the sea

What isthis path? It isthe one that arbitrates between them. It isthus written (Habbgkuk
3:5), “Before Him goes the pestilence, and fiery bolt at His fed.”

All of them go to that pipe, and from that pipe to the sea

This isthe meaning of the verse, “From Gift to Brooks of God.” [Gift] is the place thatis
given, namely the brain. From there they go to the Brooks of God.

“And from Brooks of God to Bamot.” What is Bamot? Asthe Targut rendersit, Ramta —
“heights.” Thisisthe Segd that followsthe Zarka.

[ The verse continues,] “And from Bamot to the valley that isin the Field of Moab, the head
of the cliff, and it looks down on the face of the Y eshimon.”

“And from the heights (Bamot) to the valley that is in the Field of Moab.” Thisisthat which
isprepared. And what isthat which was in the Field of Moab? Do not read Moab, but May-
av—“from a father.” This is the father regarding which it is written (Genesis 26.5) “Becaise
Abraham heakened to my voice, kept My trust, My commandments and My deaeses...”
What isthis field? It isthe onethat isat “the head of the cliff,” and which also “looks down
on the faceof the Yeshimon.” [Yeshimon] is interpreted to mean Heaven.

Regarding that pipe, it iswritten (Songof Songs4:15), “A fountain of gardens, awell of
living waters, flowing from Lebanon.”

What is Lebanon? We say that this is Wisdom.

What are the Willows of the Brook (Nachal)? We say that this is that which gives
inheritance (Nachaah) to Israd. It refersto the two Wheels of the Chariot.
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179 We leaned that there are Ten Spheres and Ten Sayings. Each Sphere hesits Saying. It
is not surrounded by it, but rather, it surroundsit.

This[physicd] world is like a mustard seed inside a ring.

Why? Because of the Spirit that blows upon it, through which it is sustained. If thisspirit
wereto be interrupted for even a moment, the world would be annihil ated.

180 There are three Spheresin thisworld.

How? Thisworld inclinesto the north and the south.

How? North west south. North west isthe first sphere that revolves around us.

Do wethen say that it isto the north-west? But we say that its strength isto thenorth. This is
the left foot

Above it isthe second Sphere, which isentirely to the west.

Do wethen say that it isto the west? But we say that its power isto the west. These are the
Victories of the world.

Above it isthe third Sphere, and its power isto the south-west.

What isthe original power that you said was second? We say that thisistheright foot
And what isthe power that isto the south-west? This is the Foundation of the world.
Regarding thisit iswritten (Proverbs 10:25), “The Righteous is the Foundation of the
world.”

The second power stands behind the Chariot, while the first power stands in front of it.
The “Righteous, Foundation of the world” is in the centre. It emanatesfrom the south of the
world, and is officer over the other two.

Initshand are also the souls of all li ving things. It isthe Life of Worlds.

Whenever the word “creaion” (Beriah) isused, it isdone with it. Regarding it, it iswritten
(Exodus 31:17), “Herested and souled.”

Thisisthe attribute of the Sabbath day. Regarding tisitiswritten (Exodus 20:8),
“Remember the Sabbath day and kee it holy.”

But it isalso written (Deuteronomy 5:12), “Keep [the Sabbath].” Thisis spe&ing of the
seventh attribute. Regarding this seventh attributeit iswritten (Lewvticus 19:30), “My
sabbaths you shall keep, and My sanctuary you shall fear.”

What isthe seventh attribute? This isthe Blessed Holy One’s attribute of Goodness

181 Why isit written, “My sabbaths you shall keep,” [in the plural] rather than “ My
sabbath” [in the singular]?

What isthis like? A king had a beautiful bride, and every week she would set aside aday to
be with him. The king also had beautiful beloved sons. He said to them, “Sincethisisthe
situation, you should also rejoice on the day of my joy. For it isfor your sake that | strive,,
and you also resped me.”

182 What isthe reason that [the Torah says] “remember” [in one place,] and “keg”
[regarding the Sabbath in another]?

“Remember” (zachor) refersto themae (Zachar). “Keg” (shamor) refersto the bride.
Why is it conneded to, “and My sanctuary you shall fea”? Thisis becaise My sanctuary is
holy. Why? “Because | am God who makes you holy” —from every side.

183 Why do we say [in the blesang after food], “On all that He created...[Blessd]is the
Life of Worlds.” Why do we not say, “On dl that Y ou creaed’'?
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But we blessthe Holy One, who grants Hiswisdom to this “Life of Worlds.” It then
provides for all.

184. What isthe reason that we say [in blesgngs, “Blessed are you...] who made us holy
with His commandments and commanded us’ [in the third person]? Why do we not say,
“that Y ou made us holy with Y our commandments, and Y ou commanded us, “ [in the
second person]?

Thisteadesusthat all commandments are included in the Life of Worlds

Because of His love for us, He gave us [the commandments] in order that they shoud make
us holy and allow usto be worthy. Why? Because when we are in thisworld, we can
beame worthy of the World to Come, which isgred.

Initshand isthe treasury of souls. When Israel is good, these souls are worthy of emerging
and comingto thisworld. But if they are not good, the [these souls] do not emerge.

We therefore say, “The Son of David will not come until all the soulsin the Body are
completed.”

What isthe meaning of “all the souls in the Body”? We say that thisrefersto all the soulsin
man’s body. [When these are completed] new oneswill be worthy of emerging.

The Son of David (the Messiah) will then come. He will be able to beborn, since his soul
will emerge among the other new souls.

What isthislike? A king had an army, and he sent them much brea to ea. They were so
lazy that they did not take care of [the bread] which they did not eat [immediately]. The
bread therefore became mouldy and went to waste.

The king investigated to find out if they had what to eat, and to see f they had eaten whath
had sent them. Hefound that the bread had be comemouldy and they were ashamed to ask
for new bread. How could they tell the king, “We did not take care of [what you sent us,] but
now we ae asking for more”?

The king also became angry. He took the mouldy bread and ordered that it be dried and
redified as much as possible. He sworeto the men, “I will not give you any more bread until
you ed all this mouldy bread.” He then returned the bread to them.

What did they do? They agreed to divide it up, and each one took his portion. The dili gent
onetook his portion and placel it in the air, taking care of it and kegingit in goad condition
to ed. The other onetook it and ateit lustfully. He ate what he could and laid the restaside,
not taking care of it since he had given up on it. It spoiled even more and became so mouldy
that he could not eat it at al. He therefore starved to death.

He was then blamed for the sin of hisbody: Why did you Kill yourself? Is it not enough that
you ruined the bread the first time? But | retumed it to you and you ruined it [again]. Y ou
ruined your portion because you were too lazy to take care of it. And rot only that, but you
also killed yourself.”

[The solder] replied, “My lord, what could | have done?’

He answered, “Y ou shoud have takencare of it. Andif you claim that you were not able to,
you should have watched your friends and nelghbours with whom you shared thebread. Y ou
should have seen what they did andhow they took care of it, and you shoud have kept it
like they did.”

They also interrogated him: Why did you kill yourself? Is it not enough that you ruined the
bread? But you also went ahead and killed the matter of your body. Y ou shortened the days
of your life, or [at least] caused it. It may have been possible that you would have had a
good son. He could have saved you, and [redified] the damage that you and others did. Y our
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suffering will therefore be increased on all sides.

He became confused and replied, “What could | havedone when | did not haveany breal?
With what could | have sustained myself?”

They answered: If you would have strived and worked in Torah, you would not reply
foolishly and brazenly like this. Because of your reply, it is obvious that you have not
worked or grived in Torah. It isthuswritten (Deuteronamy 8:3), “For not by bread alon
doesman live, but form all that emanates from God's mouth does man live.” Y ou should
have seached and probedand asked, “what isit throughwhich man lives?”

What is thiswhich “emanates from God’s mouth”

From here they said, “ An ignoramus cannot be pious.”

If aperson does not act with kindness (Chesed) toward himself, he cannat be @ll ed pious
(Chasid).

185 How can one do kindnessto his Master?

By studying the Torah. All study of Torah isaded of kindnesstoward one’s Master. Itis
thus written (Deuteronamy 33:26), “He rides the heavens with your help, [Hispride isin the
skies].” God says, “W hen you study Torah for its own sake, then you help Meand | canride
the heavens.”

Then, “Hispride is in the skies (Shechakim).”

What is Shechakim? We say that it isin the innermost chamber. The Targum thus rendersiit,
“Hisword is in the Heaven of Heaven.”

Therefore, “not by bread alone does man live, but from all that emanates from God’'s mouth
doesman live.”

However, “the fool answers brazenly.”

“ Abandon this brazenness and do not reply in this manner!”

He istherefore punished. What is his punishment? We have already discussd it.

186. What isthe meaning of the verse (Job 15:2), “Should a wise man answer knowledge of
Spirit?” What is*“knowledge of spirit”?

This isthe Knowledge that is close to the spirit. Regarding this it iswritten (Isaiah 11:2),
“And there will rest upon him a spirit of God, a spirit of wisdom and understanding, [a spirit
of counsel and strength, a spirit of knowledge and the fea of God].”

[First comes] Wisdom, and then comes Understanding. And in Understanding is “counsel,
strength, knowledge and the fea of God.”

But you told us that “counsd” is deals of Kindness and that Understanding is the Attribute
of Justice

[One is above the other.]

Knowledge is Truth. Knowledge istherefore that with which one recognises the truth.

“The fea of God” is the Treasury of the Tdra

Thisislikel say, but one is above the other

Rabbi Akibathussaid: With whatever God created, He aeaed its counterpart. It isthus
written (Ecdesiates 7:14), “ Also one opposite the other has God made.”

What isthe Treasury of the Torah? It isthat regarding which it iswritten (Isaiah 33:6), “The
fea of God isHistreasury.” A person must first be god-feaing, and then he can study
Torah.

Thisislike a person who comes to buy date honey but does not bring a vessel in which to
cary it. He says, “I will cary it in my bosom.” Hetriesto cary it in his bosom but it was
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very heavy, and heis dso arad that it will tearand sail his clothing. He therefore throwsit
away on the road.

This person isthen punished twice First becaise he ruined good food, and second because
he wasted hismoney.

187. The fea of God isthe one that is higher.

Itisinthe palm of God’'shand. It isalso His Force

This palm (kaf) is called the pan of merit (Kaf Zedhut). This is because it inclines the world
to the pan of merit.

It isthuswritten (Isaiah 11:3), “I will grant him aspirit of the fea of God, and he will not
judge by the sight of his eyes, he will not admonish acording to what hisea heas.” He will
incline all the world to the pan of merit. From there counsel emanates, and from there hedth
emanates to the world.

[It isalso written,] (Genesis49:24) “From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel.” This i
the placethat iscalled “There.” Regarding this, it iswritten (Habakkuk 3:4), “[He hasrays
from His hand,] and His hidden Forceis there.”

188 Oncethisthing comes, sharpen it. What is its sharpening? Tell us the meaning of the
verse, “He hasrays from His hand.”

Why does it first say “rays’ and they “His hand’ ? It should have said “His hands’ [in the
plural].

There is no contradiction. Thisisvery much like the verse (Exodus 32:19), “And Moses’
anger flared, and he threw the tablets from his hands.” The way this iswritten, however, it
would be read “His hand” [in the sngular].

Itislikewise written (Exodus 17:12), “And his hands was faithful until the sun set.” The
verse says Emunah(“was faithful” — in the singular) and not Emuna (“were faithful” —in
the plural.

They replied: Our master, we are pointing out a contradiction in order to receive an answer,
and you are covering aur eyes. Did you not tead us, master, that you must answer first
things first and last things last?

[He said:] And what have you then asked? [ The meaning of,] “He hasrays from His hand.”
By the Divine service, | have just explained it to you with my words.

They were ashamed.

When he saw that they were ashamed isit not true that [at first] there was water, and that fire
emanated form it? Water therefore included fire.

And Master, what isthe meaning of “rays’?

Hereplied: There arefive rays. Thes ae the five fingers on man’ sright hand.

189 And master, you are the one who told us in Rabli Y ochanan’s name that there are only
tow arms of the world.”

Hereplied: Yes. But here “rays’ allude to the two raysthat are below them.

And what are they?

He said: With the anger of your head.

And what is above?

He said: The fea of God.

190. And what isthe fea of God?
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It isthe first light.

Rabbi [Meir] thussaid: Why isit written (Genesis 1:3), “And God said, ‘let there be light,’
and there was light”? Why does it not say, “and it was so”?

But thisteades usthat the light was very intense, so that no created thing could gazeupon
it. God therefore stored it away for the righteous in the Ultimate Future.

This isthe measure of all merchandise (Secorah) in the world. It is also the power of the
precious stones that are caled Sacheret and Dar.

And upon what is the attribute of Dar?

Thisteades usthat God took a thousandth of its radiance, and from it He constructed a
beautiful precious stone. Init He included all the commandments.

Abraham came, and He sought a power to give him. He gave him this precious stone, but he
did not want it. He was worthy and took Kindness as his attribute, asit iswritten (Micah
7:20), “Kindness to Abraham.”

|saaccame, and He sought a power, but He gaveit to him and he did not want it. He was
worthy and took the attribute of Strength, whichis[called] Terror. It isthuswritten (Genesis
31:53), “And Jaab swore by the Terror of Isaachis father.”

Jaab came and wanted it, but it was not given to him. They said, “ Since Abraham is above
and Isaacis below him, you will be inthe centreand takeall three”

What is the centre?

It ispeace, asit iswritten (Micah 7:20), “Y ou give Truth to Jacob.” Truthisidenticd with
Peace as it iswritten (Esther 9:30), “Words of Peaceand Truth.” Itis likewise written (2
Kings 20:19), “For peaceand truth will be in my days.”

This isthe meaning of the verse (Isaiah 58:14), “I will feed you with the inheritance of
Jaab your father.” Thisisacomplete inheritance (Nachaah), comprising Kindness, Terror,
Truth and Peace

It istherefore written (Psalm 118 22), “The stone despised by thebuilders has be come the
chief cornerstone.” This isthe Stone that was despised by Abraham and Isaac, thebuil ders
of the world, and that then became the chief cornerstone.

191 And why did they despise it? Is it not written (Genesis 26:5), “Becaise Abraham
heakened to My voice and kept My watch, My commandments, My decrees, and My
Torahs.”

What isthe meaning of “My watch”?

It refersto what the Attribute of Kindnesssaid: Aslong as Abraham was in the world, | did
not have to do my job. Abraham stood there in my place and “kept my watch.” It is my kas
to bring merit to the world, and even when people are guilty, | bring them merit. | dso bring
them badk, direaing their heatsto do the will of their Father in heaven.

All this Abraham did, as it iswritten (Genesis 21:33), “And he planteda tamarisk in
Beeasheba, and he called there in thename of the Lord, God of the world.” He would share
his bread and water with all the people in the world, bringing them merit. Seeking to
convincethem, he would say, “W hom then are you serving? Serve the Lord, God of heaven
and eath.” He would pread to them until they woud repent.

How do we know that he would also bring merit to those who were guilty?

It iswritten (Genesis 18:17), “Shall | then cover from Abraham what | am doing? Abraham
is beaoming a grea, mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth will be blessed through
him.”

[God said,] “I will give him merit. | know that he will see&k mercy for them and be worthy.”
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Isit then possible to say that the Blessed Holy One did not know that they could be saved?
But He fold this [to Abraham] to bringim merit. From here they said, “If one comesto
purify himself, they help him. If one comes to defil e himself, they open for him.”

What isthe meaning of, “they open for him”? It refers to those that are dways open.

192 [It iswritten that Abraham kept] (Genesis 26:5), “My commandments, My deaees, and
My Torahs.” He said, “Since | do not want [the precious stone], | will kee al the
commandmentsthat are included in it

What isthe meaning of “My Torahs’? Thisteaches usthat he knew and kept even the
decisions (Horah) and discussionsthat are taught on high.

193 And what isthe meaning of the verse (Genesis 49:24), “From there is the Shepherd, the
Rock of Israel.”

From “There” is nourished the Rock of Isragl.

What isthe meaning of “from There” ? We say that this is the Supernd Righteous One
(Tzadik).

What isit?

It is[the precious stone cdled] Sacheret. And the stone that is below it iscalled Dar.

And what are the rays mentioned in the verse (Habakkuk 3:4), “He has rays from His hand” ?
These are the five fingers of the right hand.
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Seadion V
Mysteries of the Soul

194, Rabbi Rahumai said:

This| recaived [from the tradition]. When Moses wanted to know about the glorious
feasome Name, may it be blessed, he said (Exodus 33:18), “Show my please Y our glory.”
He wanted to know why there are righteous who have good, righteous who have evil,
wicked who have good, and wicked who have evil. But they woud not tell him.

Do you then think that they did not tell him? Can one then imagine that Moses did not know
this mystery? But thisiswhat Moses said: “1 know the ways of the Powers, but | do ot
know how Thought spreads through them. | know that Truth is in Thought, but | do not
know its parts.” He wanted to know, but they would not tell him.

195 Why isthere a righteous person who has good, and [another] righteous person who has
evil?

This is because the [second] righteous person was wicked previously, and isnow being
punished.

|'s one then punished for his childhood deeals? Did not Rabli Simon say that in the Tribund
on high, no punishment is meted out until one istwenty yeasor older.

He said: | am not speaking of his present lifetime. | am speaking about what he has already
been, previously.

His colleagues said to him: How long will you conced your words?

He replied: Go out and see What isthis like? A person planted a vineyard and hoped to
grow grapes, but instead, sour grapes grew. He saw that his planting and harvest were not
succesdul so hetoreit out. He cleaned out the sour grapevines and planted again. When he
saw that his planting was not successful, he toreit up and planted it again.

How many times?

He said to them: For athousand gererations. Itis thus written (Psalm 105:8), “The word that
He commanded for a thousand generations.”

Itisin relation to thisthat they said, “Lading were 974 gererations. The Blessed Holy One
stood up and planted them in each generation.”

196. Rabbah said: If the righteous wanted, they could creae aworld. What interferes? Y our
sins, asit iswritten (Isaiah 59:2), “Only your sins separate between you and your God.”
Therefore, if not for your sins, there would not be any differentiation between you and Him.
We thus see that Rabba creaedaman and sent it to Rav Zeira. He spoke © it, but it woud
not reply. But if not for your sins, it would also have been ableto reply.

And from what would it have replied? From its sou.

Does aman then have asou to placein it?

Yes, asit iswritten (Genesis 2:7), “And He blew in his nostrilsa soul of life.” If not for your
sins, man would therefore have a“ soul of life.” [Becawseof your sns however] the soul is
not pure.

This isthe difference between you and Him. It isthuswritten (Psalm 8:6), “And Y ou have
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made him alittle less than God.”

What isthe meaning of “alittle”? This is becaise [man] sins, while the Blessed Holy One
does not. Blessed be He and blessed be His Namefor ever and ever, He hasno sins.

But the [Evil] Urge comesfrom Him.

Can we then imagine that it comes from Him? But it originated from Him until David came
and killed it. It isthus written (Psalm 109 22), “My heart is hollow within me.”

David said: Becaise | was able to overcome it (Psalm 5:5), “Evil will not sojourn with
You.”

How was David &le to overcomeit? Through his study, since he never stopped [studying]
day or night. Hetherefore attadched the Torah on high. For whenever a person studies Torah
for its own sake, the Torah attadhes itself to the Blessed Holy One.

They therefore say, “A person should always study Torah, even not for its sake, sinceif [he
studies it] not for its sake, he will eventually cometo [study it] forits sake.”

What isthis Torah that you are discussing?

It isthe Bride who is adorned and crowned, and who is included in the commandments. Itis
the Treasury of the Torah. It isthe betrothed of the Blessed Holy One, as it iswritten
(Deuteronomy 33:4), “Moses commanded us the Torah, the heritage (Morasha) of the
congregation of Jaaob.” Do not read “heritage” (Morasha) but “betrothed” (M€ urasa).
How is his so. When Israd engages in the Torah for its own sake, then it isthe betrothed of
the Blessed Holy One, then it isthe heritage of Israel.

197. Rabbi Amorai sat and expounded:

Why was Tamar worthy of being the mother of Peretz and Zerach?

It was becaise her name was Tamar. Tamar was [aso] the sister of Amnon. She was
therefore made for this.

Why werethey called Peretz and Zerach?

Peretz was named after the moon. The moon kresks out (paratz) at times, and wil | be built
upinthe future. Zeradch was named after the sun, which always shines (zarach) in the same
manner.

But Peretz wasthe first-born. Isthen the sun not greaer than the moon?

Thisisno difficulty, asit iswritten (Genesis 38:28), “One put out ahand,” [indicating that
Zerach' s hand emerged before Peretz was born]. It isthen written (Genesis 38:30), “This his
brother, upon whose hand was the scarlet thread, emerged, and he was named Zerach.”
[Zeradh] was supposed to have leen the first-born. But God saw that Solomon would
descend [from Peretz], and He had such gred joy that He made [ Zerach] retum.

198 Why was she cadled Tamar and not any other name?

Because she was female.

Can we then say that [it was something specid that] she was femak?

But it is becaise she included both male and female. For [ Tamar means a date pam, and]
every date palm includes both male and female.

How isthis? The frond (Lulav) is male. The fruit is male on the outside and female on the
inside.

And how? The seal of the date has a split like awoman. Parallelingit is the power of the
moon above.

The Blessed Holy One creaed Adam mde and femde, asitiswritten (Genesis1:27), “Male
and female He creatd them.” Isit then possible to say this? Is it then not written (Genesis
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1:27), “And God creaed man in His image, in the image of God He creaed him”? It isonly
then later written (Genesis 2:18), “I will make him a helper opposite him,” and (Genesis
2:21), “And He took one of hisribs, and closed the flesh under it.” [We therefore seethat
the male was created first, and only later the fenjale.

But we must say that the Torah uses [threedifferent words]: “formed” (yatzar), “made”
(asah), and “creaed” (bara).

When the soul was made, the word “made” isused. [Theword “creded’ i s then usedl:
“Male and female He created them.” The word “formed” was used when the soul was
combined with the body and the spirit was brought together.

How do we know that “forming” means bringing together? For it iswritten (Genesis 2:19),
“And the Lord God formed (gathered) all the beasts of the field and all the flying things of
the heaven, and He brought them to the Man to seewhat he would call each thing.”
Thisexplainsthe verse (Genesis5:2), “Male and femde He aeded them.” Itis dso written
(Genesis 1:28), “And God blessd them.”

199. The soul of the female comes from the Femade, and the soul of the male comes from the
Male. Thisisthe reason why the Serpent followed Eve. He said, “Her soul comes from the
north, and | will therefore quickly seduce her.”

And how did he seduce her? He had intercourse with her.

200. Hisdisciples asked: Tell us how thistook place.

He replied: The wicked Samael made abond with al the host on high against his Master.
Thiswas becaise the Bleseed Holy One said [regarding man] (Genesis 1:26), “And let him
rule over the fish of the seaand the flying things of heaven.”

[Sameel] said, “How can we cause him to sin and beexiled from before God?’ He
descended with all hishost, and sought a suitable companion an eath. Hefinally found the
serpent, which looked like a camel, and he rode on it.

He then went to the woman and said to her (Genesis 3:1), “Did God aso say, from all the
trees of the garden [you shall not eat]?’ [He said, “I know that He did not forbid all the
trees] but | will seek more—1 will add in order that she should subtract.”

Shereplied, “He did not stop usfrom anything besides' (Genesis 3:2) “the fruit of thetree
that is in the middle of the garden. God said, ‘Do not eat from it and do not touch it, les you
die.”

She addel two things. She said, “from the fruit of the treethat is in the middle of the
garden,” while [God] had only said (Genesis2:17), “from the Treeof Knowledge.” She also
said, “do not touch it lest you die,” [while God had only spoken of eding it].

What did Samael do? He went and touched the tree The tree cried out and said, “Wicked
one, do not touch me!” Itis thuswritten (Psalm 36:12), “Let not afoot of pride overtake me
and let not the hand of the wicked move me. There have the workers of iniquity fallen — they
are thrust down, they cannot rise.”

He then said to the woman, “Seeg | touched the treeand | did not die. Y ou can aso touchit
and not die.”

The woman went and touched the tree She saw the Angel of Deah approaching her and
said, “Woe is to me. Now | will die and the Blessed Holye&will make another woman and
give her to Adam. | will therefore cause him to eat with me. If we die, we will both die, and
if we live, wewill bothlive.”

She took the fruit of the treeand ateit, and she aso gave some to her husband. Their eyes
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opened and their teeth were set on edge. He said, “What isthisthat you have given meto
ea? Just asmy teeth were set on edge, so will thetedh of all [future] generations be set on
edge.”

[God then] sat down in true judgement, asit iswritten (Psalm 9:5), “['Y ou have upheld my
cause, You have sat onthe throne asa righteous Judge.” He called to Adam and sad “Why
doyou fleefrom Me?’

[Adam] replied (Genesis 3:10), “ ‘I head Your voicein the garden’ —and my bones
trembled. ‘| was afraid because | was naked, and | hid.” | was naked of works, | was naked
of commandments, and | was naked of deeds.” It istherefore written “because | was naked,
and | hid.”

What was Adam’ s garment? It was a skin of fingernail. As soon as he d@e from the fruit of
the tree this skin of fingernail was removed from him, and he saw himself naked. Itis thus
written (Genesis 3:11), “Who told you that you were naked? [Did you eda from the treethat |
commanded you not to eat from it?)”

Adam said to the Blessed Holy One, “Master of al worlds. When | was alone, did | ever sin
before Y ou? But the woman that You placed with me enticed me from your word.” Itis thus
written (Gensis 3:12), “The woman that you placed with me [gave it to me, and | ate].”

The Blessed Holy One said to her, “Isit not enough that you sinned? But you also caused
Adamto sin.”

Shereplied to Him, “Master of al worlds: The serpent enticed me to sin before Y ou.”

[God] took the threeof them, and decread upon them a senternce of nine curses and dedh.

He then cast the wicked Samael and his groupfrom their holy placein heaven. He cut of the
fed of the serpent and cursed it more than all the other animals and beasts of the field. He
also deaed that it must shed its skin every seven \ears.

Samael was punished and made the guardian angel over the wicked Esau.

In the Future, when God uproots the Kingdom of Edom, he will lower him first. It isthus
written (Isaiah 24:21), “God will punish the host of heights of high.” This statement, death
and punishment al came kecause she alded tothe commananent of the Blessed Holy One.
Regarding thisit is said, “W hoever increase diminishes.”

May God enlighten our eyeswith the light of His Torah,
May He placein our hearts His fear,
May we be worthy to gree Him.

He will enlighten the hear

Waken the heart with understanding
Make the heart shine with brilli ance.
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