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- On the 18th of March, 1737, two days after the
death of President Wadsworth, the Corporation ap-
pointed Henry Flynt, the oldest Tutor of the College,
to deliver a Latin oration as a part of the funeral so-
lemnities. This tribute to the memory of Wadsworth
is characterized ¢ as eloquent and pathetic.” It was
printed and extensively distributed, with the funeral
sermons of Sewall, Wigglesworth, and Appleton.

On the 19th of April the Corporation passed the
customary vote, agking the counsel and consent of the
Board of Overseers to their election of a successor to
President Wadsworth, declaring their intention to

VOL. Il 1
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XX.
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cuarrer proceed to such election ¢ with convenient speed ”;

1787.

and, “as choosing a President was a matter of great
concern,” they voted, “to spend with the Overseers
some convenient time in prayer to God for his gra-
cious direction in that affair.”

The Overseers met on the 26th of April, and, con-
curring in the second vote, appointed the 4th of the
succeeding May for the proposed religious service ; but,
passing a negative on the vote of the Corporation to
elect ¢ with convenient speed,” they advised them to
come to the choice of a President on the afternoon
of the day appointed for the meeting of the two
boards.

This urgency of the Overseers was probably occa-
sioned by a prevalent desire in that board to place a
strict Calvinist at the head of the College. It was
known, that some of the Corporation were in favor
of Mr. Holyoke, a minister of Marblehead, whose
religious views were deemed questionable by the
stricter sect. The nomination of a country clergy-
man* was also not well received by the ministers of
Boston and its vicinity, from among whom the candi-
dates for the President’s chair had been selected for
many years. The proposed concert of prayer be-
tween the two boards was doubtless considered by
the members of the Corporation opposed to Mr. Hol-
yoke, as a measure well calculated to bring those in
his favor under the direct influence of the Board of
Overseers.

On receiving the votes advising an immediate elec-
tion, the Corporation, on the 2d of May, passed a vote,
that they would ¢ take the advice of the Overseers,

* See Mass. Hist. Coll., Third Series, Vol. V. p. 220.
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and endeavour to come to a choice on the day ap-
pointed.”’

Accordingly on that day the two boards met, and
Governor Belcher, when the religious services were
concluded, made a Latin address, giving the Corpo-
ration ‘“ the advice of the Overseers about the general
qualifications of the President.”

Having been thus indoctrinated, the Corporation
retired ; but, failing, after several endeavours, to
come to a decisive vote, they returned to the presence
of the board of Overseers, stated the fact, and de-
clared that ¢ they thought it needful to take some
further time to deliberate on that aftair, and expressed
their hope, that the Overseers would agree with them
in that thought. Then the Corporation withdrew.”*

The Overseers, after spending some time in delib-
erating, sent for the Corporation, and said, in lan-
guage sufficiently authoritative, that ¢ they expected
the Corporation would present their choice of a Presi-
dent to them at their next meeting, which would be
on the 26th of May instant.”

During the vacancy of the President’s chair the
Corporation consisted of six members; and it ap-
pears, by the Rev. Dr. Sewall’s manuscript Diary,
that they were equally divided between Mr. H. and
Mr. G.t According to the conjecture of Mr. Peirce,
the diligent historian of the College, these letters in-
dicate Mr. Holyoke and Mr. Greenwood. With regard
to the first, his suggestion is unquestionably correct;
but it seems impossible that it should be so in respect
to the last. At that period there was no clergyman
of the name of Greenwood, who possessed qualities

* Overseers’ Records. { Peirce’s Hist. Harv. Univ., p. 175.
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cuarrer  sufficiently eminent to render him a candidate for the

XX.

NZAGTE

presidency. The Mathematical Professor of that name
could not have been supported as a candidate for the
office by members of the Corporation of any party.
He was a man notoriously inclined to dissipation and
extravagance ; and it appears, that on the very day,
when, on this supposition, he divided with Holyoke
the votes of the Corporation for the presidency, he
was ‘admonished for intemperance” by the Over-
seers; a vice, which occasioned his dismissal from his
professorship, by a vote of both boards, in the October
ensuing. At a period also, when the pretensions of
the Boston clergy were obtrusive, it can hardly be
supposed that neither of the candidates was from
that metropolis. The rival candidate to Holyoke, in-
dicated by the initial letter in Sewall’s Diary, was
probably Joshua Gee,* minister of the North Church
in Boston, once the colleague, and then the successor,
of Cotton Mather ; a man of considerable genius, not
deficient in learning, holding all the peculiar doctrines
of Calvin with a_bigoted pertinacity, and naturally of
a fiery zeal, which, if it had not been quenched by
constitutional indolence, would have probably rendered
him a firebrand among the churches. He united more
qualities, than any other individual among the Boston
clergy, to render his elevation to the presidency ac-
ceptable to those, whose policy it was to place at the
head of the seminary a sectarian and a controver-
sialist.

At the next election, on the 20th of May, the Cor-
poration, abandoning their former candidates, made
choice of the Rev. William Cooper, the colleague of

* Eliot’s and Allen’s Biog. Dict.. art. Gee.
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Dr. Colman. Mr. Cooper was respectable as a scholar,
and possessed a mind naturally solid, devout, and
argumentative ; but he was probably not the favorite
candidate of either of the rival religious partics of the
Province. His election was obviously a compromise,
and designed to gain time for the Corporation, and
give that board an apology for evading still longer the
pertinacious urgency of the Overseers. No consulta-
tion was held with Mr. Cooper previous to his election
by the Corporation, and its official communication to
-the Overseers was immediately followed by a letter
from Mr. Cooper to that board, desiring them ¢ not
to give themselves any needless trouble, nor delay the
settlement of the College, on his account, as he took
this first opportunity wholly to excuse himself from
this honor and trust.”

The Overseers referred the subject again to the
Corporation, with a recommendation ¢ to proceed to
a choice as soon as may be.”

At the ensuing election, on the 30th of May, the
Corporation chose the Rev. Edward Holyoke, pastor
of the church in Marblehead, unanimously, to be Presi-
dent of the seminary, and, on the 2d of the ensuing
June, he was unanimously approved by the Overseers.
To Appleton, Wigglesworth, and Flynt, the three mem-
bers of the Corporation resident in Cambridge, this
election was most acceptable. Holyoke, when a young
man, had been associated with them in the govern-
ment of the College; four years as Tutor, and three
as Fellow of the Corporation. His connexion with
the College had placed his qualities as an officer and
an associate in a favorable light. Urbane in his man-
ners, faithful in duty, neither obstinate nor flexible in
temperament, he was, in their judgment, eminently

5

CHAPTER
XX,

Edward
Holyoke
elected
President.



6

HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

cuarter  qualified for the appointment. His religious principles
XX,

coincided with the mildness and catholicism which
characterized the government of the seminary; and
the unanimity with which his election was ultimately
effected was to them as unexpected as it was grati-
fying.

The autobiography of the Rev. John Barnard *
contains a graphic account of the manner in which
Governor Belcher was induced to decide in favor of
Mr. Holyoke. Barnard and Holyoke had both sus-
tained, for more than twenty years, the relation of
pastor to churches in Marblehead. Alike catholic in
religious sentiment, equally averse to bigotry and en-
thusiasm, their intercourse inspired them with mu-
tual sentiments of friendship and respect. Soon
after the death of Wadsworth, Barnard interested him-
self in making known the qualifications of Holyoke
for the presidency of Harvard College. While the
election was in agitation, Barnard was invited to
dinner by Governor Belcher. At table Holyoke was
mentioned as a candidate for the presidency. The
Governor asked his opinion. Barnard replied, ¢ In my
humble opinion, there is no fitter person in the Prov-
ince than Mr. Holyoke.” ¢I should think so too,”
said a Boston minister, who was present, ¢ if. it were
not for his principles.” Barnard being, as he says,
“nettled” by the remark, inquired pointedly, ¢ Do
you know, Sir, any thing bad of his principles ?”’
¢ No,”” the Boston minister replied, ¢ but I should be
glad to know his principles.” I am surprised,” re-
torted Barnard, ¢ that a gentleman of your character
should insinuate bad principles of a brother, when you

* Mass. Hist. Coll., Third Series, Vol. V. p. 220.
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know of none, especially since that gentleman has cnarree

been approved as a valuable minister among us for
above twenty years.”” The temper this retort mani-
fested attracted the notice of Governor Belcher, who
immediately inquired of him concerning Holyoke’s
qualifications. Mr. Barnard replied, that he possessed
those, which, in his opinion, were most essential,
“ virtue, religion, learning, and a spirit of government ;
that, having lived fourteen years in the College, and
having been a great part of the time a Tutor, as it
-left no room to question the sufficiency of his learning,
so it gave him great advantage over others, who had
not enjoyed his experience; that he was, besides, a
gentleman capable of performing well the honors of
the University to strangers, and of treating both equals
and inferiors with due civility, and of exacting from
both a reciprocity of politeness and respect.”
Governor Belcher, agreeing that these were the
requisite qualifications, inquired pointedly, ¢ But can
you vouch for Mr. Holyoke’s Calvinistic principles?”’
To which question Mr. Barnard replied ; ¢ If more than
thirty years’ intimacy, and more than twenty years
living with him, and scores of times hearing him
preach, can lead me into the knowledge of a man’s
principles, I think Mr. Holyoke as orthodox a Cal-
vinist as any man; though I look upon him as too
much of a gentleman, and of too catholic a temper,
to cram his principles down another man’s throat.”
“'Then,” said his Excellency, ¢ I believe he must be
the man.” And accordingly he was the man, and
was elected in both boards unanimously. This con-
versation and its result are both symptomatic of the
state of the religious parties of the period, and ex-
planatory of that extraordinary unanimity, which at

XX.
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cnaprer Jast appeared in both boards on the election of Mr

XX.

..——"— Holyoke. Of those, who had been elected to the

office of President during that century, he was the
first concerning whom the records of either board ex-
press unanimity, ‘This distinction was reserved for
an individual, towards whom one half of the Corpo-
ration had at first placed themselves in open opposi-
tion, and, to avoid whose election, Mr. Cooper was
chosen without any previous consultation with him. The
voucher of Barnard, that Holyoke was an ¢ orthodox
Calvinist,” without further explanation of what he un-
derstood by those terms, would have had very little
weight with Belcher, had it been his wish to prevent
the election of one of the liberal class of divines.
It is impossible to believe, that the religious path of
Barnard was not well known to Belcher before that
conversation. Barnard had been for twenty years an
established clergyman in the vicinity of Boston. He
was the intimate friend of Colman, and as such had
been denounced as ‘“a Manifesto man” by Cot-
ton Mather, and prevented from obtaining a settle-
ment in the metropolis. But, with the tact of a
politician, Belcher saw clearly that the times of de-
nunciation and exclusion for religious belief were fast
passing away. He was satisfied, or willing to appear
to be convinced, upon the sole authority of Barnard,
although the terms, in which he vouched for the Cal-
vinism of Holyoke, placed his catholicism and liberality
in high relief, and conveyed a severe sarcasm on those
who were counteracting his election by scattering
doubts concerning the soundness of his prineiples. Tt
is a curious fact, that, although the Overseers could
not admit a Mathematical Professor, or a Tutor, much
more a Professor of Divinity, to an office in the Col-
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lege, without proposing an inquiry into his religious cuarrer

principles, yet, with such unquestionable evidences of
the liberality of Holyoke’s character, he was unani-
mously chosen President, without a motion publicly
made for an inquisition touching his doctrinal views.
Five and twenty laymen and eighteen clergymen,
comprehending most, if not all, the members of the
board, were present at the election of Holyoke.
This uncommon attendance indicates the interest
taken in the event, and a prevalent determination,
that the popular candidate should not fail for want
of support. The hopelessness of opposition was un-
questionably the cause of this extraordinary unanim-
ity, which was also further explained by the subsequent
proceedings of the House of Representatives of the
Province.

No sooner had the election been made, than a
committee was appointed by the Overseers, ¢to
attend the General Assembly of the Province, and
acquaint them, that the Corporation of Harvard Col-
lege had unanimously elected the Rev. Mr. Holyoke
President of the said College, and that the said elec-
tion had been unanimously approved and consented to
by the Overseers, and therefore to desire, that the Court
would please to consider of an honorable support for
the said Mr. Holyoke, and whatever else they may
judge necessary to encourage and facilitate his settle-
ment in that office.”

As the population of New England increased, and
intercourse with other states and nations became more
extensive, there was a corresponding increase in the
liberal spirit of the country. The Overseers were
well aware, that Mr. Holyoke’s.character and religious
views rendered his election very acceptable to the

VOL. IL 2
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cuarrer General Court. They dwelt therefore with great
. emphasis on the unanimity which prevailed in both

boards, as indicative of their coincidence with the
prevalent sentiments of the legislature, hoping to re-
ceive some substantial proof of favor in return, and their
expectation was not disappointed. The change which,
in the course of thirteen years, had taken place in the
temper and views of that body was strikingly mani-
fested by the result. In 1724, when the Overseers
applied to the General Court for an honorable support
for Mr. Colman, the House of Representatives unani-
mously refused to act upon the subject before the
person chosen ¢ had accepted the duty and trust.”* In
1737, without requiring either the President elect to
declare his acceptance of the trust, or his congregation
to express their consent to his separation, they granted
to Mr. Holyoke two hundred pounds currency for one
year, over and above the rents of Massachusetts Hall,

from the time of his assuming the duties of the presi-

dency; and, to encourage and facilitate his separation
from his society in Marblehead, granted to them one
hundred and forty pounds currency upon the ordination
of his successor.

The Corporation expressed their acknowledgment
of these grants in an address, couched in language
sufficiently grateful, and indicative of their sense of
the entire dependence of the College for the support
of its President on the bounty of the legislature.
This address was presented personally to the Governor
by the President and Corporation. After it was
read, the Governor privately told the President, it
would be more acceptable to the House, if the Corpo-

* See Vol. I. p. 837.
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ration should present it themselves ; and, the President
having made a private communication of the wishes
of the Corporation in that respect, they were admitted
into the presence of the House,  presented their ad-
dress to the Speaker, attended while it was read, and
withdrew.*

The inauguration of President Holyoke took place
on the 28th of September, 1737. On this occasion
the Governor, Overseers, and Corporation, met in the
library. At the hour appointed the Governor led
-the President from the library down to the Hall,
preceded by the Librarian, carrying the books, charter,
laws, and College seal, and by the Butler, bearing
the keys; and followed by the Overseers, Corpora-
tion, students, and attending gentlemen. After prayer
by Dr. Sewall, a speech in Latin was made by the
Governor, in the course of which he delivered to the
President the charter, keys, &c.t The President
replied in Latin. A congratulatory oration, by Mr.
Barnard, Master of Arts, succeeded, and the ceremo-
nies were concluded by singing a part of the seventy-
eighth Psalm, and a prayer by the Rev. Thomas
Prince. After which there was a dinner in the Hall,
and in the evening ¢ the Colleges were brilliantly
illuminated.”

Among the earliest events under the administration
of President Holyoke, was the removal of Mr. Green-
wood, Hollisian Professor of Mathematics and Natural
Philosophy, for intemperance. The proceedings in
respect to this unhappy individual, were marked with
consideration and firmness. On the 26th of April,
1737, Mr. Greenwood was called before the Overseers,

* Corporation Records. Overseers’ Records.
P
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cuarrer and charged with intemperance, which he confessed,

XX.

and, casting himself on the lenity of the board, pro-
fessed his resolution to reform. On the 25th of No-
vember ensuing, the Corporation, after declaring that
the Mathematical Professor, notwithstanding repeated
warnings and admonitions given him by the Corpo-
ration and Overseers, had been guilty of many acts of
gross intemperance, to the dishonor of God, and the
great hurt and reproach of the society, of which he
had made a free acknowledgment, passed a vote, re-
quiring him to exhibit an humble confession, and
receive at the same time an admonition publicly in
the Hall; ¢ and, if the said Professor shall not mani-
fest his repentance by such a reformation as shall
give us a hopeful prospect of his future usefulness in
the said College, we do judge it will be necessary
that he be removed from his office within the space
of five months at farthest.” :

A committee was at the same time appointed to
inspect the apparatus belonging to the College in his
custody, to see if it was all in the proper chamber,
and that the key of it was deposited with the Presi-
dent until their further order.

It appears by the records of the Corporation of the
7th of December, 1737, that Mr. Greenwood, *in a
few days after his having been thus put upon his pro-
bation, had twice relapsed into the said crime, and
had been guilty of great contempt of the Corporation,
in refusing to appear before them when repeatedly
required. It was therefore voted, that he be removed
from his office of Hollisian Professor of Mathematics
and Natural Philosophy, and that this vote be presented
to the Overseers for their consent.” At the same meet-
ing the Corporation voted, that, ¢ if the Mathematica
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Professor refuse the committee appointed for that pur- cuaeres

pose to inspect the apparatus, they proceed by force
to open the apparatus chamber.”

When these votes of the Corporation were laid
before the Overscers, on the 8th of December, they
consented to every thing but Mr. Greenwood’s re-
moval. The consideration of this question was post-
poned to the 15th of December, and the clerk was
ordered to serve him with a notice to attend the
Overseers at that time, to which the board adjourned.
-On the day appointed, Mr. Greenwood presented to
the Overseers a confession and petition; under the
influence of which the board postponed the consider-
ation of his removal to the 25th of April, 1738, at
which time ¢ the President informed the board of
Overseers, that the Mathematical Professor had re-
lapsed into his former crime of intemperance,” where-
upon he was again sent for to attend the board, which,
after some delay, he did accordingly. ¢ Being then
asked, if he had any thing more to say, in addition
to what 1s contained in his letter, he answered, he
could not now remember any thing further than what
he had writ to the Overseers, and withdrew.”

The Overseers, unwilling to pass a final vote of
concurrence with the Corporation for his removal,
again referred the subject for consideration by repeated
adjournments, until the 13th of July, 1738, at which
time it appears by the ultimate vote of the board, that
his relapses had been frequent, notwithstanding his
repeated confessions and promises of reformation.
The Overseers then unanimously concurred with the
vote of the Corporation, passed more than six months
before, and finally removed him from his Professor’s
chair.

XX.
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From regard to the memory of an individual of talent
and promise in early life, these details would have
been willingly omitted. But they belong to the
history of the College. And it is just to those, on
whom the imperative and painful duty of removing
Mr. Greenwood devolved, to show that it was fulfilled
with caution and kindness to him, and with fidelity to
the institution. The influence of posthumous fame,
as a motive of human conduct, would lose half its
efficacy, if history confined its records exclusively to
virtue, and permitted sorrow or sympathy to cast a
mantle of oblivion over vice.

The records of the College state, that the election
of Mr. Greenwood was in consequence of ¢ letters
encouraging it,” received from Mr. Hollis; giving
the impression, that this appointment, which in the
event proved so unfortunate, was his work, and
that the responsibility of it did not rest on the gov-
ernment of the College. It is therefore due to the
memory of this great benefactor, and will be illus-
trative of his character and of the period, here to
recur to the history of his Professorship of Mathe-
matics, and to the circumstances under which Green-
wood was introduced into the chair. From existing
records and documents it appears, that it was not his
erroneous judgment, but probably their sectarian fears,
which involved the seminary in this difficulty and
disgrace.

After graduating at Harvard College in 1721, Isaac
Greenwood engaged in the study of Divinity, visited
England, and began to preach in London with some
approbation. Having been introduced to Hollis, his
industry and desire to acquire knowledge, indicated
by his attending the lectures delivered in that metrop-
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olis on Experimental Phllosophy and Mathematics, CHAPTER

made a very favorable impression on this friend of
transatlantic Dissenters. Hollis had long contem-
plated establishing in Harvard College a Professorship
in those branches, and had left provision for that ob-
ject in his will.* Greenwood probably was informed
of his intention, and, preferring a Professor’s chair
to the pulpit, he made known his predilections to
Hollis, and inspired him with a helief in his qualifica-
tions. From the zeal and talent Greenwood dis-
played, or from other considerations, Mr. Hollis
changed his original purpose, and determined to exe-
cute his design in his lifetime. Accordingly, early in
1726, he transmitted twelve hundred pounds sterling,
to the Treasurer of the College, and directed that the
funds should be applied to ¢ the instituting and settling
a Professor of the Mathematics and Experimental
Philosophy in Harvard College.” In the letter accom-
panying this remittance, he indicates the intention of
appointing Mr. Greenwood, then in London, for this
service.

On the 10th of February, 1725-6, Hollis thus writes
to Colman; ¢ You have seen by former hints in my
and Mr. Greenwood’s letters, who is the man I have
in view in this work. 1 have discoursed him many
times, and have had him examined by Mr. Hunt,
Mr. Watts, Mr. Neale, and Mr. Ingraham, and am
encouraged to hope he may come over to you in July
or August next, well qualified as an instructor of youth
in these sciences.”

This annunciation was received by the Corporation
on the 4th of April, 1726, and their thanks were

* Hollis’s letters, in February, May, and June, 174 .
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cuaerer Teturned to Mr. Hollis, ¢ for his repeated bounties to

XX.

the seminary, and in a very particular manner for his
most generous and surprising proposal of a Professor-
ship of the Mathematics and Experimental Philosophy
to be settled and supported among us; and for his
fixing his eye on the worthy Mr. Greenwood, a son of
the College, for that service.” On the same day the
Corporation directed the Treasurer to procure a book
for the ¢ registry of Mr. Hollis’s rules, orders, gifts, and
bounties, past and to come, together with the names,
age, and character of his scholars, the time of their
entry and dismission ; and also of all the votes of the
Overseers and Corporation, from time to time, relating
to the said orders, bounties, and scholars, of the said
Mr. Hollis.”

On the 8th of June, 1726, the Corporation took
into consideration five plans which Mr. Hollis had
transmitted for the conduct of this professorship,*
and, after some verbal alterations having reference to
distinctness or power, transmitted one of them to the
Overseers for their approbation. That board, after
several adjournments and examinations by committees,
passed the rules and statutes with amendments, and
at the same time dictated “a letter of thanks to be
sent to the worthy Mr. Hollis, expressive of their
sense of his late great goodness and beneficence to
Harvard College, in his design of establishing a Pro-
fessorship of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy.”

In the course of September, 1726, the two boards
concluded their alterations and amendments of the
statutes, and ordered them to be ¢ drawn out fair

* See Vol. I; p. 399.
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upon parchment, and transmitted to Mr. Hollis for cnarrer

his final approbation.”

The Corporation only waited for the formal nomi-
nation of Mr. Greenwood, to elect him Professor on
the newly established foundation. But a cloud soon
spread over his prospects.

Early in July, 1726, Hollis first expresses his doubts
concerning Greenwood, by desiring the Corporation
to examine him as though he were a stranger, and not
to be rash in promises to him at first. ¢ I advise you,”
he adds, ‘“to make due trial of him for your own
satisfaction. He has not pleased me of late. Only
you may know, that, if you recommend, I accept; but
not else.”* On the 12th of July he again writes,
“] have met with a sudden disappointment, which
has perplexed my thoughts very much about my pro-
jeets for your College’s good, and the advancement
of learning among you. Mr. Greenwood has left us
on a sudden without paying his debts, or taking leave
of his landlord, his tutor, or me. His conduct gives
great scandal and reflection on him. He wrote me
a letter from Gravesend, which I enclose to you to
save me the labor of transcribing.” On the 27th of
July, Hollis pursues his account  of his surprise and
fear of disappointment in our projected Professor of
Mathematics.” He then states, that the money
Greenwood had ‘spent in a ramble of a few weeks,”
and his debts to tradesmen and others, amounted *to
three hundred pounds sterling. Among other instances
of extravagance, he mentions a debt for  three pair of
pearl-colored silk stockings ”; articles of dress which
"Hollis doubtless thought were not suitable to his

* Hollis’s Letter, July 1st, 1726.
VOL. II 3
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cnaerer character of philosopher, much less to that of clergy-

man.

Notwithstanding his misconduct, the kind-hearted
Hollis does not wholly abandon him as hopeless,
but observes, ¢ When you have seen and discoursed
with Mr. Greenwood, you will be better able to
judge of the case, and how to act, than by my
letters; if he see his past folly, in spending his pre-
cious time and patrimony in.so profuse and extrava-
gant a manner, and give due signs of repentance, I
shall be glad. Perhaps, now he is free from his rakish
company, and confined for weeks on shipboard, he
may bethink himself.” ¢ Pride, and expectation of
honorable preferment of a Professorship, may have
lifted him up; but now he is humbled, and under great
disgrace here. I suffer through him. I pray God to
sanctify it to him for his spiritual and lasting advan-
tage.”’

In November, 1726, Greenwood applied to the Cor-
poration with reference to his being chosen Professor
of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy; but they
declined electing him, on account of certain letters
of advice received from Mr. Hollis, ¢ cautioning and
restraining them from any present fixing upon Mr.
Greenwond for that Professorship,” and expressed their
¢ hopes and desires, that matters might be so made up
with Mr. Hollis, as that, upon writing to him and re-
cewing answers, he might be fixed on his foundation.”

Nothing more is heard of Mr. Greenwood until
the 9th of January, 1726 -7, when Hollis writes to
Colman; ¢« I take notice what you and others write
concerning Mr. Greenwood, and read your Gazette =
concerning his designed lectures of Mathematics for
this winter, and of some of you admitting him to
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preach, which I think was very hasty. However, I cuaprer

shall forbear telling hearsays concerning him to you,
or him, or others, wishing his future carriage may be
sober, religious, diligent, and becoming his profession
and calling. And, if the Corporation shall be unanimous
in electing him and recommending of him to me, I
think I shall accept him as my Professor.” And sub-
sequently he expresses his satisfaction, ‘ that, from
all your letters, you all respect Mr. Greenwood. I
forbear writing any thing more, as it may hurt his
character, and hope the issue may be as well as is
desired.”

This was the last letter written by Mr. Hollis to
Mr. Colman, antecedent to the action of the Corpora-
tion on the subject of his Professor; and, although he
had given a conditional promise to accept Mr. Green-
wood, should the Corporation be unanimous in his
election, yet he probably thought, that he had stated
and intimated sufficient to alarm prudent men, and
that unanimity would not be obtained. The Cor-
poration, however, were not deterred by any state-
ments or intimations Hollis had made; but, on the
12th of May, 1727,* they passed a vote, in which,
after repeating the term ¢ unanimously” twice, they
declare the choice of Mr. Greenwood, adding, that it
was in consequence of ¢ letters of encouragement re-
ceived from Mr. Hollis.” ‘This vote, however, though

communicated to the Overseers, does not appear on.

the records of the Corporation, and is only transcribed
into the book kept for the special registry of the bene-
factions of Mr. Hollis.

It is due to the memory of our great benefactor, to

* See Appendix, No. L.

XX.
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the suggestion, that Mr. Greenwood was elected by his
‘“ encouragement.” On the contrary, he repeats the
declaration, * If you recommend, I accept, but not
else ;7 ¢« If the Corporation are unanimous and recom-
mend him, I think I shall accept him.” Considering
the tenor of these letters, written by the truest friend
of the College, the most candid of men, and the
founder of the Professorship which was to be filled, it
would be at this day utterly incomprehensible how
prudent men could have elected Mr. Greenwood, did
not the letters of Hollis furnish a probable explana-
tion of this mystery.

In his letter of the 27th of July, 1726, Hollis,
declaring his dissatisfaction with Greenwood, thus
intimates that his attention was turned -elsewhere.
¢ Greenwood’s carriage and behaviour have greatly
grieved me, and so much more because I know not
where to find one to fill up the place we have pro-
posed for him, nor where you will find one. There
is a gentleman bears me company, whom he knows.
I have talked to him of it. But, as he is professedly a
Baptist, 1 lay that thought aside ; knowing it will not
be acceptable in your College ; remembering how
heinously some of you took it formerly, that I should
name a Baptist equal with a Presbyterian. Though
it be a term of reproach with some, I bear it, and bind
it about me as an ornament.”

By this letter Hollis intended unquestionably to
ascertain whether the Corporation would elect a per-
son qualified for the office, if he were a Baptist. The
Corporation were alarmed, and immediately wrote to
him, ¢ not to nominate a Baptist Professor.” To this
request Hollis replied with some temper in his letter
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of the 9th of January, 1726-7. <1 notice, you cnarrer

desire me not to send you a Baptist Professor. I am
sorry to see such a caveat. 'The gentleman I had in
my eye, in case Mr. Greenwood disappointed us, is
of as catholic temper as Mr. Hollis. But that is
now over. Only I add, some of you are not worthy
of him. What has the dispute of baptism to do to
enter into one Professorship or the other. But where
persons are prejudiced, no good thing can come out
of Nazareth. Pray have kinder thoughts of some of
_our Baptists. We are not all of dividing principles,
though some defame us. "We bear it.”

By this letter the Corporation perceived that Hollis’s
spirit was moved ; and they proceeded immediately
to elect Greenwood, under the strong apprehension
entertained probably by both boards, that, if they
delayed, a Baptist might be forced upon them. In
the perversity or blindness of sectarian zeal, want of
character or want of morals had little weight in the
scale against what it called heresy or schism.

The Corporation seem to have had some misgiv-
ings concerning the correctness of their suggestions
in relation to Hollis’s ¢ encouragement”; and there-
fore, when he, in reply, wrote, that, ¢ since they
had chosen, he should readily confirm,” and to Green-
wood, that he had heard ¢ with pleasure the news of
his election and approbation by the Overseers, and
prayed that he might have the divine guidance,”
extracts from these letters are spread upon the Hollis
records, with this conclusion; ¢ From this it appears
to the Corporation, that Mr. Hollis approves the elec-
tion of Mr. Greenwood.”

In scientific attainments Greenwood seems to have
been well qualified for his Professorship. But of his

XX,



22

HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

cuarrer literary qualifications the only evidence remaining is
XX.

1787.

a discourse on the mutability and changes of the ma-
terial world, and, among others, on the death of
man, ‘“read to the students of Harvard College, in
April, 1731, upon the news of the death of Thomas
Hollis, Esq., of London, the most bountiful benefac-
tor to that society.” His views are somewhat in
advance of the age in which he lived, and, though
in some respects imaginative, are both elevated and
philosophical, and consonant with those pursued some
years afterwards by Bishop Butler with so much skill
and renown in his ¢ Analogy of Religion to the Con-
stitution and Course of Nature.” This discourse
cannot be read without exciting emotions of sorrow
and regret for the early ruin of a mind, which has
left indications of possessing loftiness and capacity.
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CHAPTER XXI.

Masters’ Questions at Commencement.— Objected to by the Over-
seers. — Proceedings of this Board. — Samuel Cook summoned
before them, and reproved. — John Winthrop elected Professor of
Mathematics. — An Attempt to examine into his religious Principles,
negatived. — A similar Attempt in respect to Tutors succeeds.—
Difficulties with Nathan Prince. — Circumstances under which he
was first elected Fellow of the Corporation. — His Misconduct. —
Complaints against him, by the President and Tutors, to the Over-
seers. — Sustained by that Board. — Prince removed from all Offices
in the College.— Remarks on the Proceedings of the Overseers. —
Prince claims an Appeal from that Board, which is denied. — Pub-
lishes a Pamphlet against the Overseers, by way of Appeal to the
General Court. — Proceedings of the Overseers and Corporation on
the Subject of his Removal. —Holden Chapel erected.

TrE first Commencement after the inauguration
of Holyoke gave an occasion of alarm to the high
Calvinists in the board of Overseers. Three candi-
dates for the Master’s degree proposed to maintain
the negative of the following questions. The first, by
William Parsons, ¢ An Trinitas Personarum in Deitate
Vetere Testamento sit revelata;” the second, by
Josiah Brown, ¢ An creaturam ab @terno existere
contradictionem implicet ; ” the third, by Joseph
Snell, ¢ An mysteria edocere religioni inserviat.”

The President and Tutors, either partaking of the
alarm of the Overseers or being anxious to calm their
apprehensions, met on the morning of Commence-
ment day, and ordered ¢ the quality of each of those
questions to be altered with pen and ink, they having
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already been printed, before distributing them in the
meetinghouse,” and that, instead of the negative, they
should all be made affirmative. ¢ It being answered,
that they were most of them distributed already, it
was ordered to alter those which were not distrib-
uted.”*

It appears by a memorial of Nathan Prince to Gov-
ernor Shirley, that the first proposition to maintain
these questions negatively, ‘ had the plain face of
Arianism,” and that the negative was expunged, and
the affirmative inserted, to escape reproach from the
Orthodox. T

This action of the President and Tutors did not’
satisfy the Overseers, who would not permit an event
of so grave an import to pass without solemn investi-
gation ; and, at their next meeting on the 13th July,
1738,1 they appointed a committee of that board, ¢ to
inquire about the authority of the alterations made in
the corrected copy of the Masters’ questions for the
year 1738,” and that ¢ the committee be empowered
in the name of the Overseers, to require, in the case
aforesaid, the presence and answers of any persons
related to the College.” ,

At their next meeting the committee made their

. report, whereupon notice was given to Samuel Cook

and another member of the class taking the Master’s
degree, to attend at the meeting in October; and a
committee was appointed ¢ to consider what may be
proper to be said to Mr. Cook, by way of reproof, and
what may be published in the public prints relating to

* See Records of the Immediate Government, Vol. I. p. 107
t Paper on file in the archives of the College.
t Overseers’ Records.
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that affair.”” On the 3d of November the committee cuaprer

reported, and the Overseers voted, ¢ that the President
be desired to take care, that those Masters’ questions
of last Commencement, which have given offence as
they now stand, affirmed or denied, may be contra-
dicted in the Masters’ questions at the next Com-
mencement ; ’ and the clerk was ordered to direct
Mr. Cook to appear at the next meeting of the Over-
seers, and “ receive such admonition as they think
proper.”  Accordingly Mr. Cook appeared before the
Overseers, and was asked by them, ¢ Whether he had
the same sentiments he expressed to the Committee
respecting the exceptionable questions printed last
Commencement 7 To which he answered, that he had.
And then a reproof was read to him by the clerk,
for the part 'he had in printing said questions.” M.
Cook desiring a copy of this reproof, it was voted,
that it should be given to him. It appears, however,
by the record, that, Mr. Cook, ¢ upon further con-
sideration, not desiring a copy, several of the Over-
seers were advised with about entering the aforesaid
reproof upon the record, who thought it was not
necessary at present.”

The particular connexion of Cook with these ob-
noxious questions cannot be learned from the record,
but the proceedings prove the vigilance with which
the progress of religious opinions in the College was
watched by the Overseers. From the result it is ap-
parent, that the board had exercised their powers of
inquiry and of reproof quite as far as the authority
vested in them justified, and readily agreed to give
their proceedings no further publicity.

On the 30th of August, 1738, John Winthrop, of
Boston, was elected Hollis Professor of Mathematics

VOL. II. 4
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and Natural and Experimental Philosophy. This
choice was laid before the Overseers on the 21st of
the ensning September; and a question was raised,
‘ whether a proper presentation, agreeably to Mr.
Hollis’s rules, of the Corporation’s choice has been
now made,” which, after debate, was decided in the
negative. It appears, that the Corporation had neg-
lected to pass a vote to present the election of Mr.
Winthrop to the Overseers for their approbation, and
the question of concurrence was consequently not put
by that board. The required vote was passed by the
Corporation the next day; and on the 3d of October
the Overseers, on receiving a suitable presentation of
Winthrop’s election, appointed a committee ¢ to ex-
amine the Professor elect as to his knowledge in the
Mathematics.” At the same time a motion, that a
committee should be appointed ¢ to examine Mr.
Winthrop about his principles of religion before the
approbation of him by the Overseers,” received from
the board a decided negative.

At the adjournment of this meeting the committee
appointed for the examination of Mr. Winthrop re-
ported, that, with respect to his skill and knowledge
in Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, he was quali-
fied for the Professorship. A vote was then passed,
by which the vote negativing the examination of Mr.
Winthrop as to his principles of religion was recon-
sidered, ¢ and the subject was referred for future con-
sideration to the second Thursday of the next session
of the General Court, and the members of the six
towns were ordered to be summoned.” It is obvious
from this proceeding that the high-Calvinistic mem-
bers of the board intended to bring their whole strength
into the field, in order to establish, if possible, the
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practice of inquiring into the religious principles of the cnarrer

candidate for this Professorship. Accordingly, at the
meeting in December, twenty-three lay and seventeen
ecclesiastical members of the board of Overseers were
present, and the question of examining Mr. Winthrop
upon his religious principles was debated at great
length, and finally negatived ; after which his election
as Mathematical Professor was approved by the Over-
seers, and, on the 2d of January, 1738 — 9, he was in-
augurated with appropriate ceremonies.* Winthrop’s
intimacy with Dr. Chauncy, and his codperation with
" him in the investigation of “ certain particular truths ”
probably strengthened, perhaps justified, the fears exist-
ing among the stricter sect of Calvinists, that his
religious views did not coincide with their standard of
faith, and caused the pertinacity with which this ex-
“amination was pressed.t On the election of Joseph
Mayhew, as Tutor, in September, 1739, the members
of the Corporation present, when concurrence in their
choice was under consideration by the Overseers,
signified to the board, that they had examined him on
his religious principles. But with this general state-
ment the Overseers were not satisfied, and they re-
quired these members of the Corporation ¢ to give
some account of this examination ” ; which being done
to the satisfaction of the board, Mayhew was ap-
proved.

The obligation imposed upon Tutors at this period,
to perform religious services in the Chapel, and also to
give religious instruction to their respective classes,
was doubtless, as suggested by Peirce, an apology,

* For the forms of proceeding, see Peirce’s History, p. 190.
1 Mass. Hist. Coll., First Series, Vol. X. p. 159.
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cuarrer if mot a motive, for applying a principle to this class

XXI.

of instructors, from which the board had excepted
the Professor of Mathematics.* 'The zeal and anxiety
of the board of Overseers at this period, extéended not
only to the religious principles held by the Professors
and Tutors at the time of their election, but also to
the spirit and mode in which they afterwards con-
ducted their respective departments. It might be
supposed that a Professor would be permitted to con-
sult his own judgment on the length of his discourses,
and the manner of developing their topics. The
Overseers, however, deemed themselves better judges
than the Professor on that subject; and, on the 7th
of October, 1740, they deliberately voted, ¢ that it be
recommended to Dr. Wigglesworth, that, in pursuing
his course of Divinity, in his public lectures, he be
more conctse in the several subjects he treats upon ;”
a form of advice not well calculated either to con-
ciliate or to convince.

Difficulties, similar to those which had occasioned
the removal of Professor Greenwood, began about this
time to embarrass the immediate government of the
College, in regard to Nathan Prince, a Tutor: At
the election of this individual, as has been already
related,t the Corporation left the tenure, during which
he should hold that office, to the option of the Over-
seers, who resolved that it should not be ¢ limited to
three years, but should be holden without limitation
of time.”

There is reason to believe that the subsequent mis-
conduct of Prince convinced the Overseers, and all the

* History of Harvard University, p. 188,
1 Vol. I, p. 810.
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friends of the College, of the wisdom of the limitation cnaeres
XXI.

proposed by the Corporation, and of the inconvenience

arising from the office of Tutor being held on the

tenure of a life estate.

In April, 1728 Mr. Colman intimated his intention
to resign his seat in the Corporation. About the same
time Mr. Sever gave notice that he intended to resign
the office of Tutor, by which his seat in this board
would be also vacated. According to the usage of
that period, Nathan Prince being the oldest Tutor
_ (Flynt excepted), was the prominent candidate for
election to that board in' place of Sever.

Prince had been five years a Tutor, and his habits
and temper were undoubtedly known or suspected by
the Corporation. At least there is reason thus to con-
jecture; since it appears by contemporaneous evidence,
that the Corporation had it in contemplation, in filling
the vacancy occasioned by Sever’s resignation, not to
confine themselves to the choice of a resident Tutor.

No sooner was this intention known or suspected,
than there appeared in the “New England Weekly

- Journal,” published in Boston, an inflammatory para-
graph, denouncing the report of such intention, as
¢ vain, groundless, and highly reflecting on the Corpo-
ration,” by representing them capable ¢ of so gross
a procedure.”’ *

This paragraph was probably the work of Prince
himself, since its statements are as destitute of accu-
racy as of temper. The Corporation, however, found
that the course, which their better judgment indicated

to be the most prudent, could not, at that time, be

pursued ; for in December ensuing they chose the

* See Appendix, No. II.
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cuarter Rev. Joseph Sewall member of their board in the

XXI.

place of Colman, and Nathan Prince in that of Sever.

The sad consequences resulting from the election of
Prince were among the causes, unquestionably, of the
ultimate abandonment of the practice of electing, as
of course, the two eldest Tutors into the Corporation.

Nathan Prince subsequently held the offices of
Tutor and member of that board thirteen years. He
was the brother of Thomas Prince, the annalist, and
¢ superior to him,” says Eliot, ¢ in genius, and also to
any man in New England in Mathematics and Natural
Philosophy.” He was sufficiently conscious of his
attainments in these branches, and, on the removal
of Greenwood, placed a confident reliance on being
elected his successor. But his habits were notoriously
irregular, his manners insolent, and his language often
abusive. He had rendered himself personally obnox-
ious to members both of the immediate government
and of the Corporation. Upon the election of Win-
throp to the chair of Mathematics and Natural Philos-
ophy, the conduct of Prince became insupportable.
He spoke openly of Winthrop, and several members
of the Corporation and immediate government, and
of the President himself, in terms of great insolence
and disrespect ; and also assailed several respectable
inhabitants of Cambridge with gross invectives and
abuse.t

The particular cause of Prince’s misconduct appears
to have been intemperance. In October, 1741, his
language and demeanor became so offensive, that the
President and immediate government complained of

* Eliot’s Biog. Dict., p. 393.
1 Records of the Immediate Government and papers on file.
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him to the visiting committee of the Overseers, who,
in their report to that board, stated, that Nathan
Prince had been guilty of ¢several great misde-
meanors, to the great disturbance of the peace and
good order of the College, the scandal of men, and
evil example of others, of which there seemed a
necessity of a speedy remedy.” The Overseers there-
upon passed a vote, directing the President and
Tutors to draw up articles expressing the several
crimes and misdemeanors of Prince, and, before a day
_appointed, to deliver them to the clerk of the Over-
seers, who was ordered to serve him with a copy
immediately, that he might have an opportunity to
give in his answer to the board at their adjournment;
and they declared their intention to enter at that time
into an examination of the affair.

In these proceedings there was great irregularity.
By the constitution of the College, as construed by
uniform practice, complaints against tutors and in-
structors were to be made first to the Corporation ;
the jurisdiction of the Overseers being appellate, and
not original.

President Holyoke, Tutor Flynt, Dr. Wigglesworth,
and Mr. Appleton, who constituted a majority of the
Corporation, had been subjected to the calumnies of
Prince, and had coincided in the complaints made
by the immediate government to the Overseers.
The only members of the Corporation, therefore,
who sustained an impartial position in respect to
him, were Mr. Hutchinson, the Treasurer, and the
Rev. Dr. Sewall, to whom it must have been pain-
ful to be called to sit in judgment upon the brother of
his colleague, the Rev. Thomas Prince.

Influenced by the peculiarity of these relations, and
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probably according to an understanding with the Cor-
poration, and agreeably to their wishes, the complaint
of the immediate government against Prince was
made directly to the Overseers, and entertained by
them without any question concerning their authority
being raised by the Corporation.

The proceedings agaiust Prince originated in the
board of Overseers on the 21st of October, 1741.
Twelve special meetings of that body were subse-
quently held, which eventuated in the removal of
Prince “ from all offices in relation to the College,”
by a solemn vote of the Overseers, on the Ist of
April, 1742. This result was justified by the facts,
deserved by the individual, and required by the in-
terest and honor of the College. But it was, on the
part of the Overseers, an open and unjustifiable as-
sumption of power; and, although acquiesced in, at
that time, from motives of prudence, it cannot at this
day be regarded in any other light, than that of a
manifest violation of the principles of the College
charter.

The board of Overseers conducted the proceedings
against Prince with great patience, precision, and
formality. The articles of complaint were filed by the
President and Tutors with the clerk of the Overseers,
and a copy was delivered to Prince twenty days pre-
viously to the adjourned meeting of that board, on the
26th of November, 1741. On that day, Prince not
appearing, the Overseers ordered that he should be
called three times ; after which a letter, at his request,
was allowed to be read and filed with the clerk. No
inquiries were permitted concerning facts not specified
in the articles, and on these charges sixteen witnesses
were examined. The particulars substantiated by
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evidence, and affirmed by the votes of the Overseers
to be proved, were his ¢ speaking with contempt
of the President and Tutors as to learning, &c.,”
¢ charging the President with making false records
with design,” calling one of the Tutors a ¢ puppy,”
another a ¢ liar,”” ¢ endeavouring to stir up strife,”
¢ ill-treating several gentlemen,” ¢ accustoming him-
self to rude and ridiculous gestures,” ¢ speaking out
in time of public worship so as to excite laughter,”
“ negligence of his pupils,” and, what may account
_for all the preceding, ¢ intemperance in strong drink.”
Every proper indulgence was extended to the ac-
cused. A written request from Prince, to be permitted
to retain his connexion with the College until the
next annual meeting of the board, or until he could
find other employment, was indeed rejected. But he
was permitted to have copies of any papers which
had been laid before the board; and an adjournment
of fifteen days was made to give him time to prepare
his defence, which consisted chiefly in a denial of
the authority of the Overseers. An examination of
the charter of the College and its Appendix was the
consequence ; and, after a debate on the question,
¢« Whether the board apprehend that the examination,
trial, and judgment of Mr. Nathan Prince lie properly
before them,” it was decided in the affirmative.
Several adjournments then took place, and measures
were taken to procure a full board. On the 18th of Feb-
ruary, 1741-2, after long debate, the question, whether
Mr. Nathan Prince be removed from all offices relating
to the College, was passed in the affirmative by the
Opverseers, who recommended it to the Corporation to
fill up such vacancies as were made by his removal.
At this meeting Prince filed with the clerk of the
VOL. Il h
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cuapter  board a paper, purporting to be ¢ an appeal from the

s judgment and determination of a minority of the

members to the full body of Overseers.” This ap-

peal occasioned much debate and several adjournments.

Prince appeared personally, and gave in his reasons

for claiming an appeal. When he had retired, the act

constituting the Overseers and the College charter

were read, and a debate ensued on the question,

whether his claim of an appeal should be allowed.

Twenty-one members were present, who all voted in

the negative, except the Rev. Thomas Prince, the
brother of the accused.

Nathan Prince was in consequence dismissed from
the relations he held, as Tutor and member of the
Corporation.

Hisoppeal - Although defeated and disgraced, he was not dis-
eral Court.  posed to submit in silence. He immediately embodied
in a pamphlet the principles of his defence before the
board of Overseers, which he published by way of
appeal to the General Court and the public. It evi-
dences considerable research and intellectual acute-
ness, with great strength of passion and an indomi-
table vindictiveness of spirit. The fundamental as-
sertion of his pamphlet, that ¢an independent power
to judge, censure, and dismiss a member of the
Corporation,” was not vested in the board of Over-
seers, by the acts which form the constitution of
Harvard College, would, at this day, scarcely ad-
mit a question. But his argument, that the Overseers
have not the power to counsel the Corporation to
dismiss one of its own members, nor to approve
the dismissal, by the Corporation, of the President or
of such member, but that the power to remove an
obnoxious individual was exclusively vested in the



HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

General Court, is wholly assumed and inconclusive,
and had its origin in a strong desire to revenge him-
self upon the Overseers, who had dismissed him, and
upon the Corporation, who had silently acquiesced
in that dismissal. The argument of Prince produced
apparently no sensation in the Province, and received
no countenance from the legislature. However ir-
regular in point of form, there was a general acqui-
escence in the result. His removal was deemed just,
and no disposition appeared, in any quarter, to re-
- instate him for the purpose of settling the limits of the
constitutional powers of the Overseers.

The Corporation were, apparently, willing to bear
the assumption of the Overseers in order to escape the
necessity of sitting in judgment on a fellow-member.
To avoid, however, the effect of the precedent, they
passed, on the 27th of April, 1742, the following
votes, intended, in the language of Lord Coke, to be
“an exclusion of a conclusion.” ¢ Whereas the Hon-
orable and Reverend the Board of Overseers of Har-
vard College did, upon the 18th of February last
passed, vote the removal of Mr. Nathan Prince (one
of the Fellows and Tutors of the College) from all
offices relating thereto, on account of sundry crimes
and misdemeanors, whereof he was convicted before
them, and which he had been charged with at said
board by some of the Corporation as well as the
Tutors of said College, and also did then recommend
it -to the Corporation to fill up the vacancies made
by said Prince’s removal ; and, although we appre-
hend that (according to the charter of said Harvard
College) affairs of this nature ought to originate with
the Corporation, yet, inasmuch as so many of the
Corporation have been either complainants against the
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said Prince, or have been aspersed or maltreated by
him, so that there is not left a majority of said Cor-
poration, who may be thought by him or by others
(as we understand) to be indifferent judges in this
affair ; and inasmuch as we apprehend, that, under
all circumstances, it will not be for the interest and
peace of the said College, that he should continue
any longer in office therein, therefore (saving all rights
given to the Corporation by their charter) they passed
the following votes. 1. That Mr. Joseph Mayhew
be a Fellow of the Corporation in the room of the said
Mr. Prince. 2. That Mr. Belcher Hancock be a
Tutor in the room of said Mr. Prince, and that for
three years.”

These votes were laid before the Overseers on the
succeeding 6th of May, for their consent, who, far
from taking any exception to the apprehensions, ex-
pressed in them, of an assumption by that board of
the rights of the Corporation, not only gave their
assent to those votes, but caused them to be entered
at large on their records. Notwithstanding the per-
tinacity with which they had resisted the limitation of
the tenure of a Tutor’s office to three years at the
time of the election of Mr. Prince, no objection was
now made to the introduction of that principle, and
it became a fixed rule in both boards. Time and ex-
perience had made them all converts to the wisdom
of the Corporation on this subject.

The spirit of Prince was neither broken nor sub-
dued by the union of the two hoards on his dismissal ;
nor yet by the indifference of the community and the
General Court to his invectives and appeals. He
refused to leave his chambers in the College, notwith-
standing repeated orders to quit them; nor did he
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obey until a vote passed both boards, authorizing the
doors of his chamber to be broken open, and ordering
that he should be forcibly removed.

Nathan Prince is said to have been ¢ a mathema-
tician,” ¢ a logician,” ¢ a scholar,” and ¢ a philoso-
pher.” But history is never less satisfactorily or
usefully employed, than when making researches after
the intellectual attainments of individuals, who have
sported with the bounty, and apparently frustrated the
designs, of Heaven, by perverting talents, bestowed
_ for the service of their species and age, to their own
disgrace, and the injury of their contemporaries.

In December, 1741, the Corporation ¢ thankfully
accepted the generous offer of Mrs. Holden (widow
of Mr. Samuel Holden, merchant, late of London, and
Governor of the Bank of England,) and her daughters,
of four hundred pounds sterling, to build a chapel for
the use of Harvard College.” At the same time they
passed a vote of thanks to ‘ Mr. Thomas Hutchinson,
M. A., merchant in Boston,” (in after times the Gov-
ernor and Historian of Massachusetts Bay), ¢ for his
good offices in proposing to Mrs. Holden this appro-
priation of her bounty to Harvard College.” The
Corporation might have been partially indebted to the
suggestions of Mr. Hutchinson for this benefaction,
but its origin is to be ascribed to causes earlier and
more efficient. The Rev. Benjamin Colman had be-
come acquainted in early life with Samuel Holden, who
subsequently, by his talents, integrity, and great ca-
pacity in mercantile affairs, raised himself to a seat
in Parliament, and became Governor of the Bank
of England. Piety and charity added a lustre and
power to the other excellences of his character. He
was the acknowledged head of the Dissenters in Great
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suaprer  Britain, and his patronage of that interest directed his

XXI

bounty towards Massachusetts. Dr. Colman was for
more than forty years the correspondent of Mr. Holden,
and acknowledges to have received from him nearly
five thousand pounds, Massachusetts currency, for
pious and charitable uses. The widow and daughters
of Mr. Holden emulated his example, and exceeded
even his munificence in the amount of their dona-
tions. By the members of this’family, in this Pro-
vince alone, more than ten thousand pounds currency
were distributed for benevolent purposes. To the
bounty of these ladies the College is indebted for
the building now known by the name of Holden
Chapel.

HOLDEN CHAPEL, ERECTED IN 1744,
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CHAPTER XXII.

General State of the College.— Visit of the Rev. George Whitefield
to New England. — Effects of his Preaching.— His Opinion of the
College. — Tutor Flynt’s Opinion of Whitefield. — Report of the
Overseers, concerning the religious Excitement in the College. —
A Day of Thanksgiving proposed. — Tutor Flynt’s Account of
that religious Excitement.— President Holyoke’s Reply to White-
field’s Aspersions. — Effect of religious Enthusiasm in Connecticut.
— President, Fellows, and Tutors of Harvard College unite in a
“Testimony against the Rev. George Whitefield.” — He replies,
persisting in the Truth of his Aspersions.— Dr. Wigglesworth
replies to Whitefield. — Controversy with Whitefield closed by
President Holyoke.— An Opinion prevails that the Influence of
Harvard College is unfavorable to Calvinistic Doctrines. — Causes
of this Opinion.— The Calvinistic Doctrines illustrated by the
Writings of Jonathan Edwards; the Anti-Calvinistic, by those
of Charles'Chauncy and Jonathan Mayhew. — Means adopted to
strengthen and establish Calvinism at Yale College.

THE general state of the College at this period is
thus represented by the report of a visiting committee
of the Overseers, in April, 1740. ¢ The exercises
required by law are statedly attended, and the body
of laws lately made for the government of the College
do, in a good measure, answer their end, and prove
beneficial to the society; and at present there does
not appear occasion for any new laws to be made,
or any new proposals to be laid before the Over-
seers.” The College was in this satisfactory state,
when its quiet was distwurbed, and its religious char-
acter assailed by a foreigner, through whose agency
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it was unwilling to be itself publicly responsible.

In September, 1740, George Whitefield, the cele-
brated itinerant preacher, made his first appearance in
New Englahd; exciting, like other comets, terror in
some, wonder in others, curiosity in all. By many
Whitefield was hailed as a special messenger from
Heaven, sent to awaken, alarm, and convert. By
others he was viewed as an enthusiast, producing
transient effects by means of a vivid imagination and
theatrical cloquence. The clergy were not less di-
vided than the people on the value of his ministrations.
Some regarded them as the manifest outpouring of
the Holy Spirit through a chosen instrument; others,
as the natural result of a cultivated and well-managed
oratorical talent. Whitefield, on this, his first visit
to New England, was invited, with few exceptions,
into all the pulpits. On the 24th of September he
preached in the first church in Cambridge, where the
students of the College attended public worship. In
his Journal he represents himself as having been
¢ treated and entertained very civilly by the President
of the College,” and as having ¢ spoken with great
boldness on these words, ¢ We are not as many, who
corrupt the word of God,”” and, in the conclusion
of his sermon, to have ‘“made a close application to
tutors and students.” On another occasion, he writes,
¢« Being at the College, I preached on the qualifica-
tions proper for a true evangelical preacher of Christ’s
righteousness. The Lord opened my mouth, and I
spoke very plainly to tutors and pupils.”

From the toplc and tenor of his eloquence on these
occasions, it is obvious, that Whitefield had been in-
structed as to his course by those of the clergy, who
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were malecontent with the seminary, and who regard-
ed the College as not sufficiently evangelical, and as
¢ corrupting the word of God.” In his Journal, White-
field unequivocally asserts this fact. ¢ The chief Col-
lege,” * he writes, ¢ in New England, has one Presi-
dent, four Tutors, and about a hundred students. It
is scarce as big as one of our least Colleges in Oxford,
and, as far as I could gather from some, who well
knew the state of it, not far superior to our Univer-
sities in piety and true godliness. Tutors neglect to
pray with, and examine the bhearts of, their pupils.
Discipline is at too low an ebb. Bad books are
become fashionable amongst them. Tillotson and
Clarke are read instead of Shepard and Stoddard, and
such like evangelical writers; and therefore I chose
to preach on these words, ¢ We are not as many, who
corrupt the word of God.””

Afterwards, in a more general way, writing con-
cerning the religious state of New England, he adds,
¢ As for the Universities, 1 believe it may be said,
that their light has become darkness; darkness that
may be felt, and is complained of by the most godly
ministers.” ¥

At Cambridge, as elsewhere, the weak and timid
were excited, and terrified, by the eloquence of
Whitefield, and remarkable convictions, as they were
carefully called, took place. The scholars of the
College were said by many to be ¢“in general won-
derfully wrought upon.” f Others took a different
view of these effects, among whom was Henry Flynt,

* Whitefield’s Seventh Journal, Edit. 1741, p. 28,
t+ Ibid., p. 55.
T Boston Gazette, April 20th, 1741 ; June 29th, 1741.
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cuaeter @ man highly esteemed for his piety and learning,
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who had been more than forty years a Tutor of the
College. His opinions concerning Whitefield indicate
great calmness and judgment, and are the more re-
markable, as they were recorded at a moment when
the whole vicinity was in a state of lively excitement
from his eloquence, and could not have been in-
fluenced by subsequent occurrences.

Flynt writes; ¢ October 12th, 1740. Having heard
the preaching and had something of the conversation
of the famous Mr. George Whitefield, who is about
twenty-six years of age; very popular and affecting
in his delivery and address; not rational or argumen-
tative ; nor useth much Scripture in confirmation of his
points. He has the old New England and Puritanic
way of thinking and preaching about regeneration,
and conversion, and justification by faith alone, origi-
nal sin, &c. He appears to be a good man, and sin-
cerely desirous to do good to the souls of sinners;
is very apt to judge hardly, and censure, in the severest
terms, those that differ from his scheme. He seems
to be a man not much acquainted with books, and
indeed he has had but little time for it, which makes
me wonder at his positive and dogmatical way of
expressing himself in some things. He has a good
deal of action, by lifting up and spreading out his
hands in prayer and preaching; and his action well
enough suits his zeal. He has preached in many
meetinghouses and on the Common in Boston, to great
auditories, and likewise in the country; and I hope
to the benefit of many souls. It is certain, his Orphan
House at Georgia will have great benefit by it, for it
is reckoned he has collected contributions of money
to the value of near twenty-five hundred pounds al-
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ready, besides other gratuities ; and the time and other
charges in people’s following his preaching, is valued
by some at one thousand pounds per diem. He has
been here a little above a fortnight. All sorts have
attended his preaching and have contributed. He
seems to me to be a pious, zealous man, of good
natural parts, and style good enough; but over cen-
sorious, over rash, and over confident ; in some things
enthusiastical and whimsical. He has treated the
great and good Bishop Tillotson injuriously and scur-
rilously. I think he is a composition of a great deal
of good and some bad; and 1 pray God to grant
success to what is well designed and acted by him.” *

It is probable, that the opinions thus expressed by
Flynt were in unison with those of the immediate
government of the College; but there were indi-
viduals among the Overseers who attached a higher
value to Whitefield’s labors. In June, 1741, the
visiting committee appointed by that board stated
officially, ¢ that they find of late extraordinary and
happy impressions of a religious nature have been
made on the minds of a great number of students, by
which means the College is in a better order than
usual, and the exercises of the Professors and Tutors
better attended.”

Upon the reading of this report, a vote was passed
by the Overseers, « earnestly recommending it to the
President, Tutors, Professors, and instructors, by per-
sonal application to the students under impressions
of a religious nature, and by all other means, to
encourage and promote this good work.”

The Overseers, not being satisfied with this vote,

* Flynt’s Diary.
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words ; “In consideration of the comfortable aceount
we have received of the state of religion in Harvard
College, by a work of God on the minds of many
students there, voted, that there be a meeting of the
Overseers next Wednesday at the College, to spend
some time in humble thanksgiving to God, for the
effusion of his holy Spirit, and in earnest supplication,
that the good work so graciously begun may be abun-
dantly carried on, that the government of said Col-
lege may be always under the divine direction and
influence in all their determinations with regard to
the welfare of that society.”

Of the nature of this ¢ work of God,” Tutor Flynt
in his Diary under the dates of December, 1740, and
January, 1741, gives the following graphic aceount.

¢ Many students,” (to the number of thirty, whose
names he gives,) “appeared to be in a great concern as
to their souls, first moved by Mr. Whitefield’s preach-
ing, and after by Mr. Tennent’s and others’, and by
Mr. Appleton, who was more close and affecting in
his preaching after Mr. Whitefield’s being here. They
prayed together, sung psalms and discoursed together,
read good books, such as Stoddard’s ¢ Guide to Christ,’
and Shepard’s ¢ Sincere Convert.” Some told of their
visions, some of their eonvietions, some of their as-
surances, some of their consolations. One pretended
to see the Devil in the shape of a bear coming to
his bedside. Others burst into a laugh when talking
of the day of judgment; another did so in prayer,
which they imputed to the Devil’s temptation ; some
were under great terrors, some had a succession of
clouds and eomforts ; some spoke of prayer and amend-
ment of life as a poor foundation of trust, advising
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to look only to the merits and righteousness of Christ; cuarrer

some talked about the free grace of God in election, -

and of the decrees. I told them,” says Flynt, ¢ that
the Almighty’s decrees were above them, and that they
should not much trouble themselves about them at
present ;” and he sums up the whole matter thus;
“ Many, if not all, mean well. Some have extrava-
gancies and errors of a weak and warm imagination.
I have talked with several. Some were converted,
some humble, some ignorant, but I hope they mean
well.  We that are rulers should watch against cor-
ruptions that may arise from this affair, against the
devices of Satan, and pray for ourselves and them,
that the true work of grace may be promoted, ill
things obviated, and good encouraged.”

The records of the immediate government abun-
dantly prove the groundlessness of the assertion, that
¢ discipline was at a low ebb in the College.” They
also give no evidence of any important moral effect
~ among the students, produced by the preaching of
Whitefield. On the contrary, they show, that between
December, 1740, and May, 1741, disorders of a dis-
graceful character occurred, in which several students
were implicated.

The 10th of June, 1741, was the day appointed
by the Overseers for thanksgiving on account of ¢ this
work of God”” on the minds of many students; but
of forty members of the board only five appeared at
the meeting, viz. the Lieutenant-Governor, the Presi-
dent, the clergyman and two inhabitants of Cam-
bridge ; and an adjournment was consequently made to
the 12th of June. But as, in the record of the meet-
ing on that day, there is no mention of any special

XXIr,
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religious services, it is probable that no thanksgiving
was celebrated.

Signs of the usual result of such violent excite-
ments soon appeared in the community, and in the
seminary. In the course of two years a reaction
became so manifest, that Mr. Appleton, the candid
and pious pastor of Cambridge, in bearing renewed
testimony to the certainty, that religious impressions
¢“in some years past had occurred, especially among
the younger sort,”” was yet compelled to make this
remarkable concession. ¢ But then, what I look upon
as matter of lamentation at this day, is, that those con-
victions, as to great numbers, in these parts of the
land, have died away, without leaving any good effect
upon them. And that, through the weakness of men,
and the subtlety of Satan, many errors, delusions, and
disorders have crept into some places, and much of
the religious concern is degenerating into contro-
versy.” *

The sparks of religious discord, scattered throughout
New England, Whitefield had raised into a flame,
which burst forth and burnt with great vehemence
after his departure. The clergy and people became
divided by the consequent disputes, and the College
and its governors shared much of the obloquy and
ill will which are ever attendant on such contro-
versies. President Holyoke, in a sermon preached
in May, 1741, in Boston, before the Convention of
ministers, after warning his hearers against ¢ the
leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy,” into
which, he observes, they were helped by their venera-

* See Testimony and Advice of Pastors and Churches in New
England ; Appendix, No. I. pp. 44, 45. Edit. 1748.
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tion for traditions from the fathers, on which account
they conceived themselves to be ¢ more holy than other
men,” and drew crowds about them ¢ by pretensions
to sanctity and greater righteousness’; and also against
the leaven of the Sadducees, who, by denying all
traditions, fell into deism and free-thinking; proceeded
to remark on ¢ the aspersions cast of late on the school
of the prophets, either as to the principles there prev-
alent, or the books there read.” These disadvan-
tageous reports, he declares, he does not doubt pro-
-ceeded * from a godly spirit, not to be faulted, unless
it so burn and rage as rashly to impute doctrines and
tenets to those who do by no means avow them.”
But he asserts this jealousy to be mistaken, and adds,
¢ Nor has that society been in so happy a state as to
these things from the time I was first acquainted with
the principles there, which must be allowed to be the
space of four or five and thirty years at least, as it is
at this day.”

The zeal of those, who made Whitefield the organ
of their animosity to the College, was not however to
be quenched by authority or facts. The elements of
theological discord were at this period in a state of
violent effervescence throughout New England.* ¢ Di-
visions and contentions prevailed, both among ministers
and people, concerning the doctrines and practice of
religion.” ¢ Neglect and contempt of the Gospel and
its ministers, a prevailing and abounding spirit of error,
disorder, unpeaceableness, pride, bitterness, unchari-
tableness, censoriousness, disobedience, calumniating
and reviling of authority, divisions, contentions, separa-
tions and confusions in churches, injustice, idleness,

* Chauncy’s State of Religion, p. 295.
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cuarrer evil speaking, lasciviousness, and all other vices and
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impieties abounded.” Such is the picture of the moral
and religious state of the period, drawn by the govern-
ment of Connecticut, in a proclamation for a fast in the
year 1743. Nor is there any reason to believe it was
greatly overcharged. Circumstances placed the Col-
lege, as it were, in the centre of the evil passions,
which the whirlwind of theological controversy had
raised. In 1744 they had attained such a height, that
President, Professors, Tutors, and Instructors deemed
themselves compelled to come forward in defence of
the institution, and to publish in December of that
year their ¢ Testimony against the Rev. Mr. George
Whitefield and his Conduct ”; denouncing him as
“an enthusiast, a censorious, uncharitable person,
and a decluder of the people,” and stating at large
the reasons of their denunciation. The reproachful
reflections Whitefield had cast upon the College they
pronounced ¢ rash and arrogant,” and his representa-
tion of the ¢ deplorable state of immorality ”’ in the
seminary as “ a most wicked and libellous falsehood ”’;
“ uncharitable,” ¢ censorious,” and ¢ slanderous.” *

This publication called out Whitefield, who, in
another pamphlet, denied some things, explained
others, and expressed his regret, that he had ¢ pub-
lished his private informations, though from credible
persons;’’ at the same time he persisted in his opinion,
that his statements were true, and intimated his belief,
that the assertions of President Holyoke were not
correct, ‘“ either as to the principles there prevalent, or
the books there read.”

* The Testimony of the President, Professors, T'utors, and Hebrew
Instructor of Harvard College, in Cambridge, against the Reverend
George Whitefield and his Conduct. Pages 9-11. Edit. 1744,
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To this pamphlet Dr. Wigglesworth, the Hollis
Professor of Divinity, published a full and elaborate
answer, in a letter to Whitefield, dated April 22d,
1745. He asserts, that the disadvantageous character,
drawn by Whitefield, was probably gathered by hear-
say from some persons, with whom he could not have
had six days’ acquaintance, and that no credible
person, who well knew the state of the College,
could have told him any thing from which he could
fairly infer the calumnies he bhad circulated. Wig-
glesworth calls upon Whiteficld to ¢ produce the
credible person, or take the vile slander on himself.”

To the charge, that ¢ Tutors neglect to pray with
their pupils,” Wigglesworth’s reply 1is, that, if White-
field meant, that social worship, morning and evening,
was not maintained, it is so vile a slander, that we
can hardly believe you met with a single man, who
was false and bold enough to give you such an account
of us.” But, if Whitefield meant, that, besides
morning and evening prayers, Tutors did not take
their own pupils into their chambers and pray with
them again, Wigglesworth inquires, ¢ What law of
Christ hath made this the ordinary duty of Tutors,
that you should think a neglect of it such a re-
proach, that the world ought to hear of it?”*

To his charge, that ¢ Tutors do not examine the
hearts of their pupils,” Wiggleswarth replies, ¢ To
examine our own heart is indeed a great dunty, but
that it is our duty ordinarily to examine the hearts
of others is not so clear. The Son .of God hath said,
Rev. ii. 23, <I .am he who searches the reins and
hearts;* would you have Tutors invade his preroga-

* ‘Wigglesworth’s Letter to George ‘Whitefield, pp. 26-28.
VOL. II. 7
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cuseter tive P or would you introduce the Popish practice of

XXII.

auricular confession ? If you meant only to assert,
that the souls of pupils are not taken care of, by say-
ing, that here, as in the Universities of England,
¢ Christ and Christianity is scarce so much as named
among them,’ it is a very injurious and false repre-
sentation, as you might easily have known, had your
ears not been more open to evil reports than to good
ones.”

As to the charge, that ¢ discipline is at a low ebb,”
Dr. Wigglesworth replies, ¢ This reproach we had
little reason to expect at the time you published it.
We had just turned out one Tutor for corrupt prin-
ciples, and expelled a Professor for immoral practices.
It is not to be supposed, that a government which does
not spare its own officers, would at the same time
wink at the faults of the children.”

In reply to the charge, that ¢ books such as Tillot-
son and Clarke were read, and evangelical writers
neglected,” Dr. Wigglesworth states, that ¢ for almost
nine years Tillotson’s works had not been taken out
of the library by any undergraduates, and Clarke’s
work not for two years,” and he publishes a formidable
list of ¢ writers reckoned evangelical, so often bor-
rowed by undergraduates as scarcely ever to be in
the library.”

Dr. Wigglesworth concludes his letter by ¢ putting
it personally to Whitefield’s conscience,” what good
end he proposed to himself by thus publicly calum-
niating the College. ¢ It is easy to see many things
very hurtful to us, which you might have in view,
such as discouraging benefactors, injuring the semi-
nary in estate as well as name, and preventing pious
parents from sending their children to us for edu-
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cation. A private notice of what you heard to the
disadvantage of the College, instead of traducing it,
was what the governors had a right to have expected
of you, if not as a Christian, at least as a gentleman,
since you acknowledge you were very civilly treated
and kindly entertained.”

After proving that Whitefield had ¢ very injuriously
and sinfully misrepresented the College,” Dr. Wig-
glesworth concludes with a prayer, that he may be
¢ brought to such a temper of mind and correspondent
conduct, as to be prepared to receive forgiveness from
" God and man, and may obtain it from both.”

Many other publications, attacking or defending
Whitefield, and censuring or vindicating the College,
appeared about this period ; but enough has been said
to exhibit the nature and spirit of the controversy.
President Holyoke closed the dispute, so far as re-
lated to the College, by an answer to Whitefield, pub-
lished as an Appendix to Dr. Wigglesworth’s Letter.
In this he explains the alleged inconsistency between
the tenor of that letter and his Convention Sermon,
which had been objected to him by Whitefield ; to
whom he thus replies. ¢ When I said, many no doubt
have been savingly converted, I themr thought it to
be true, but now freely acknowledge I was then too
sanguine. Multitudes besides me, no doubt, would
be as ready as I am now, had they a proper occasion
for it, to say they have been sorrowfully deceived ;
and that, whatever good was done, hath been pro-
digiously overbalanced by the evil; and the furious
zeal with which you had so fired the passions of the
people hath, in many places, burnt up the very vitals
of religion; and a censorious, unpeaceable, uncharita-
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ble disposition hath, in multitades, usurped the place
of a godly jealousy.”

The ‘controversy with Whitefield was the last of a
theological character in Which the governors of the
College dlrectly engaged. As doctrinal disputes grew
more intense and critical, they stood aloof, realizing
the wisdom of conddcting the seminary exelusively as
a hterary, rather than as a theological institution. At
this period the high CalVllllSth doctrines prevailed
throughout New England, but chiefly predominated in
the interior of Massachusetts, and in the Colony of
Connecticut. In Boston and its vicinity, and along
the seaboard of Massachusetts, clergymen of great
talent and religious Zeal openly avowed doctrines
which were variously denounced by thé Calvinistic
party as Arminianism, Arianism, Pelagianism, Socin-
ianism, and Deism. The most ‘eminent of these
clergymen were alumni of Harvard, active friends
and advocates of the institution, and in habits of
intimacy and professional intercourse with its gov-
ernors. Their religious views indeed received mo
pub]ic countenance from the College; but circum-
stances gave ‘color for reports which were assiduously
circulated ‘throughout New England, that the infla-
ences of the institution were not unfavorable to the
extension of such doctrines. The College became,
in consequence, an object of severe scrutiny and
some teprodch, not ‘the less severe from the fact that
one or more members of the Corporation were -among

‘the ‘most zealous of the ‘Calvinistic sect. The attack

made by Whitefield on the College was in coincidence
with these reports. The religious revivals, attributed
to his ‘eloquence, had an ‘earlier origin. The princi-
ples of high Calvinism, which he preached in their
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most appalling terrors, had been previously wielded
by eminent clergymen in New England with like
effect. At Northampton, in Massachusetts, in 1736,
revivals were accompanied by as extraordinary mental
and physical phenomena, as those occasioned by the
preaching of Whitefield. The little encouragement
given to this excitement by the governors of the
College, and their open denunciations of Whitefield,
were regarded as evidences of their want of sympathy
with Calvinistic doctrines, of which these ¢ revivals ”?

.were claimed and lauded as the natural results.

¢ Such fruits,” an eminent Calvinistic clergyman de-
clared,* with pointed allusion to the sentiments al-
leged to prevail in the College, ¢do not grow on
Arminian ground.”

Since the struggles of the contending religious
parties of that period to gain and retain an ascendency
in Harvard College, have had an unquestionable in-
fluence on the character and fortunes of the institu-
tion, it is requisite to refer to the doctrines and spirit
by which they were characterized. It is also due to
those men, who first incurred the odium of diminish-
ing the influence of Calvinistic principles in the
College, to show what the rival doctrines were, and
the manner in which they were supported by their
respective advocates, that after times may be enabled
justly to determine which were most in unison with
the spirit of the sacred Scriptures.

But in a work, strictly historical, no reference will
be made to any sectarian influences or doctrines

* The Rev. William Cooper, in his Preface to Mr. Edwards’s
“Sermon on the Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of
God.” Boston, 1741. p. 15.
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cHarrer except such as were the acknowledged instruments

——— in producing those ¢ revivals,” which drew the Col-
lege openly into the field of religious controversy ;
and, that impartiality may be observed in respect to
the doctrines and views of the contending sects,
they will be stated in the language used by distin-
guished divines, recognised by their contemporaries
and by their respective parties as their most pow-
erful advocates, and entitled to the character of
leaders.

Jonathan Edwards, Charles Chauncy, and Jonathan
Mayhew have each a claim to this distinction. In
their writings the successive gradations of religious
opinion, from high Calvinism to great liberality, appear
in bold relief. Their fame extended across the At-
lantic, and their works were generally read and highly
esteemed. Edwards and Chauncy were, in the strict-
est sense, contemporaries. They were nearly of the
same age, and were graduated within a year of each
other, the former at Yale, the latter at Harvard Col-
lege ; and, about the time that Edwards was settled
in the ministry at Northampton, Chauncy was ordained
pastor of the First Church in Boston.

Few men, in any age, ever devoted themselves to
the interests of their profession with more ardent,

Jonathan untiring zeal, than Jonathan Edwards. In his station
at Northampton, then a small village containing about
a thousand or fifteen hundred souls, on the frontier of
Massachusetts, he practised the seclusion and self-
denial of an anchorite. Disengaging himself from
temporal affairs, seldom visiting his people except to
preach, to exhort, and to catechize, he dedicated his
time almost exclusively to the contemplation of theo-
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logical subjects.* In illustrating and enforcing the
doctrines of Calvin, his zeal was exemplary and his
metaphysical skill unsurpassed. His arguments were
drawn chiefly from the depths of his own mind ; and,
discerning the strength of the peculiar tenets of his
sect, he availed himself of their inherent power to
take captive the imagination, and to paralyze the
action of human reason by denying its authority.
The consequences which he perceived to flow neces-
sarily from the doctrines of his faith, he neither
softened nor concealed, but often displayed them in
high relief, and with an exciting petspicuity. The
doctrine of original sin, as it respects the imputation
of guilt, is thus developed in his writings with uncom-
mon plainness and fidelity. ¢ We are creatures, in-
finitely sinful and abominable in God’s sight, and by
our infinite guilt have brought ourselves into such
wretched and deplorable circumstances, that all our
righteousnesses are nothing and ten thousand times
worse than nothing.” — ¢ Will it not betray a foolish,
exalting opinion of ourselves and a mean one of God,
to have a thought of offering any thing of ours, to
recommend us to the favor of being brought from
wallowing, like swine, in the mire of our sins, and
from the enmity and misery of devils in the lowest
hell, to the state of God’s dear children in the ever-
lasting arms of his love, in heavenly glory ?”’

In supporting the doctrine of the natural enmity
of mankind to God, he represents this enmity to
be mortal, ¢ without any mixture or the least spark
of love,” ¢ as full of malice as hell is full of fire,” ¢ as

* See the Life of President Edwards, prefixed to his Works.
t Works, Vol. VIL p. 128.
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full of enmity towards God as any viper or venomous
beast is full of poison,” an enmity ¢ which strikes
at the life of God;” but “ man cannot kill God,”” —
“ the divine nature being immortal and infinitely out
of our reach ; there is, therefore, no other trial possible,
whether the enmity that is naturally in the heart
against God be mortal or no, but only for God to take
on him the human nature and become man, so as to
conie within man’s reach, that they should be capable
of killing him. This trial there has been. And what
has been the event? Why, when once God became

‘man, and came down to dwell here among such vipers

as fallen men, they hated him and persecuted him, and
never left him till they had imbrued their hands in
his blood.” *

These doctrines of Calvin, and others of a simi-
lar character, form frequent topics of the discourses
of Mr. Edwards ; and in maintaining them he is al-
ways bold and uncompromising, and often original.
His metaphysical acuteness imposed no check upon
his imagination. The personification of the evil prin-
ciple is wrought into his works with great skill and
power. Thus, in illustrating the doctrine, that ‘“no
speculative knowledge is a certain evidence of saving
grace,” he introduces that agent with extraordinary
effect. “The Devil” is represented by him as a
being possessed of * great abilities and extensive ac-
quaintance with things,” ¢ great speculative knowl-
edge in divinity,” having been ¢ educated in the best
divinity school in the universe, in the heaven of
heavens;”’ as possessing “ clear notions on the doc-
trine of the Trinity ; more knowledge than a hundred

* Tbid. pp. 165~ 169.
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saints of an ordinary education, and most divines ;”’
¢ orthodox in his faith,” ¢ no Deist, Socinian, Arian,
Pelagian, or Antinomian, the articles of his faith
all sound,” yet, with all this, ¢ having no evidence of
saving grace in his heart.”*

Mr. Edwards, in maintaining the doctrine, that
“mankind are children of wrath, bond-slaves to Sa-
tan, and justly liable to the most grievous torments,
in soul and body, without intermission, in hell fire,

_for ever,” t thus graphically delineates the mode of °

--the operation of divine vengeance. ¢ Hell torments
will not be annihilation, but a sensible misery abso-
lutely eternal.” ¢ The world will be probably con-
verted into a great lake or liquid globe of fire; a vast
ocean of fire, in which the wicked shall be over-
whelmed, which will always be in tempest, in which
they shall be tossed to and fro, having no rest day or
night, vast waves or billows of fire continually rolling
over their heads” — ¢ of which they shall for ever
be full of a quick sense, within and without; their
heads, their eyes, their tongues, their hands, their
feet, their loins, and their vitals, shall for ever be
full of glowing, melting fire, fierce enough to melt
the very rocks and elements; and also they shall
eternally be full of the most quick and lively sense
to feel the torment,” — “not for one minute, nor for
one day, nor for one year, nor for one age, nor for
two ages, nor for an hundred ages, nor for ten
thousand or millions of ages, one after another, but

# Ibid. pp. 284 289.

t See Westmiuster Confession of Faith, and the Longer and Shorter
Catechism, compiled, published, and recommended by the Elders and
Messengers of the Massachusetts Churches synodically convened in
1648.
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cuarrer for ever and ever, without any end at all, and never,

XXIL

Results of
his elo-
quence.

never be delivered!” *

It is not surprising that language thus glowing and
vivid, uttered with the life and energy characteristic
of extemporaneous effusions, by a clergyman of emi-
nent talents and unquenchable zeal, addressed to a
population not highly intellectual, and at that period

'secluded by their local situation from an extensive

intercourse with the world, should have been followed
by one of those excitements denominated ¢ revivals,”
or ¢ extraordinary awakenings.” Such effects were
the natural result of eloquence of this character and
power ;1 and accordingly, in the year 1736, North-
ampton and its vicinity were scenes of ¢ an awaken-
ing sense in multitudes of their miserable condition
by nature, and the danger of perishing eternally,”
“ bringing some to the borders of despair, while
others, in view of the all-sufficient grace and mercy
of God, were filled with unspeakable comfort, satis-
faction, and joy ;’’ and, in the language of Edwards,
there then occurred ¢ the most remarkable outpouring
of the Spirit of God, that has ever been in New
England, and it may be, in the world, since the days
of the Apostles.”

These excitements continued with greater or less
intensity until the first visit of Whitefield, in 1740, §

* Works, Vol. VIII. pp. 166, 167.

t For a further knowledge of the nature of the language by which
these revivals were excited, see the Works of President Edwards,
Vol. VII. Sermons III., VIIL, IX. ; also ¢ Sinners in the Hands of God,
a Sermon preached at Enfield, July, 1741, at a time of a great Awaken-
ing, by Jonathan Edwards, Pastor of a Church at Northampton.”

1 Works, Vol. VIL p. 158.

§ See above, p. 40.
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when the College was drawn into the vortex of the
resulting religious controversies. The fields of New
England were thus prepared for his labors, and Ed-
wards and his associates among the clergy were en-
titled to receive a full share of the honors and rewards
of the succeeding harvest.

While the imagination and the passions of the mul-
titude, subjected to these influences, were kept with-
in the limits which Edwards and the clergy of his
party deemed safe and scriptural, the labors of White-
field were applauded as ¢ apostolical and eminently
useful.”*  But it soon appeared, that it was far easier
to enkindle and spread a flame, than to quench or
control it. ¢ Lay preachers,” as they were -called,
began to multiply and to swarm; and to surpass the
regular clergy and Whitefield in effect and in zeal.
Fears began to prevail lest these excitements should
eventuate in results not quite so permanent and evan-
gelical as had been anticipated by their authors and
promoters ; and Edwards, alarmed at these indications,
endeavoured, in a sermon preached at New Haven,
to deaden and direct the flame he had assisted to
kindle. In executing this task he was placed, obvious-
ly, in a great dilemma. He had been a chief instru-
ment in the work, and had applauded it as ¢ of the
Spirit of God.” But so much ¢ noise and ado, and
imprudencies and irregularities in conduct, had occurred
among those who pretended to be actuated by this
spirit,”” as gave cause of triumph to the infidel, and
offence to believers. Edwards was too acute a meta-
physician not to find a path of escape from the diffi-
culties in which he was involved, without confessing

* Sparks’s American Biography, Vol. VIIL pp. 69 -70.
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cuarrer any error in himself, and without denying the evil
XXII.

consequences alleged by others. He took boldly the
ground, that the times when ¢ the influences of the
Spirit of God abound, are those in which counter-
feits also abound;”” ¢ the Devil being then abun-
dant in mimicking both the ordinary and extraordinary
influences of that Spirit.”* In the course of his ar-
gument he maintains, that ¢ the same persons may be
the subjects of much of the influences of the Spirit
of God, and yet in some things be led away by the
delusions of the Devil; and that this is no more of a
paradox than many other things that are true of real
saints, in the present state, where grace dwells with
so much corruption, and the new man and the old
man subsist together in the same person, and the
kingdom of Ged and the kingdom of the Devil remain
for a while together in the same heart,”” + This dis-
course was greatly applauded and widely circulated
by the friends of the author and the advocates
of religious excitements. Among others, William
Cooper, a clergyman of some distinction in Boston,
published it, and accompanied it by a Preface of his
own, in which he speaks of these excitements as ¢ so
wonderful, as that the like had not been since the
pouring out of the Spirit, immediately after our Lord’s
ascension, The apostolical times seem to have re-
turned upon us, such a display has there been of the
power and grace of the divine Spirit in the assem-
blies of his people.” The prejudices and reproaches
cast on this “-work of God,” .Cooper compares to the

* «The Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of God,” a
Discourse delivered at New Haven, September 10th, 1741. Boston
Edit. 1741, p. 2. t Ibid. p. 83.
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raging of Satan when his kingdom is shaken, and
his subjects desert him.”

An answer, both to Edwards’s Sermon and to Coop-
er’s Preface, ¢ by a lover of truth and of peace,” soon
after appeared, in which the arguments of each are
examined with great calmness, ability, and severity.
As to Cooper’s remark, that ¢ these fruits do mot
grow on Arminian ground,” * the writer replies, « It is
a pity that some fruits should grow upon any ground,
— spleen, bigotry, and uncharitableness.” Some of
the fruits the times had tasted, he afterwards enu-
merates ; ¢ an enthusiastic, factious, censorious spirit;?”’
¢ a vain, conceited temper ;”’ “ children teaching their
parents or ‘ministers; ” “low-bred, illiterate persons
settling difficult points of divinity better than the most
learned divines ;” ¢«a learned ministry despised ;”’
“ seminaries of learning spoken against as injurious
to religion ; ” ¢ conversions spoken of with the same
air as common news;?” ¢ churches full of ‘conten-
tion,” and ““crumbling into ‘sects;” ¢ ministers, in-
stead of ‘endeavouring ‘to strengthen each others’ hands,
using party names, Arminians, Antinomians, and treat-
ing each other with bitterness and severity.” To the
great argument of Edwards, that the kingdom of '‘God
and the kingdom of the Devil may remain awhile
together in the same heart, the writer replies; ¢ This
is indeed a very great ‘paradox, that the kingdom of
God can be set up in ‘a man’s heart, and yet that
Satan’s kingdom ‘is mot at an ‘end; that, contrary to
the teachings of Christ, a man ‘may serve two 'mas-
ters; be at once a servant ‘of ‘the Devil, and’led
awdy by his delusions, and yet ‘a good ‘man! This

* See above, p. 53.
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certainly savours of Antinomianism, to say no worse
of it.”

The Governors of the College, who were then
under the denunciations of Whitefield, had to bear
their full share of the effects of Cooper’s asperities.
To such writings they allude, when, in their ¢ Testi-
mony ” against Whitefield they speak concerning ¢ the
quarrels the churches are now engaged in,” and the
¢ censorious and unchristian character displayed in
them, both of which they attribute to his conduct and
example.” They had, indeed, not only to take their
full proportion of these calummies, which different
sects or divisions of the same sect were uttering
against each other, but they were objects of peculiar
animadversion to the class of enthusiasts, who suc-
ceeded Ildwards and Whitefield, and who taught, that
¢ the Spirit and learning were opposites,” and that
deficiency in the latter would be more than supplied
by immediate impressions from the former.* This
class were the natural enemies of all Colleges, which
they would willingly have razed to their foundations;
and particularly of Harvard College, as the acknowl-
edged seat of liberal inquiry.

Edwards, although hostile to the itinerant enthu-
siasts who were then spreading through the land,
yet took the Colleges into the sphere of his gen-
eral denunciation, and, thus expresses himself in his
¢ Thoughts on the Revival of Religion in New Eng-
land.”t ¢ With respect to Colleges, I would say, in
general, that care should be taken, some way or other,
that those societies should be so regulated, that they
should, in fact, be nurseries of piety. It is practicable

* Chauncy’s State of Religion. Edit. 1743. pp.257 - 259.
t Part V. p. 410.
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enough so to constitute such societies, that there cHaprer
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should be no being there without being virtuous, seri-
ous, and diligent. It secems to mé a reproach to the
land, that ever it should be with our Colleges, that,
instead of being places of the greatest advantages for
true piety, one cannot send a child thither without
great danger of his being infected, as to his norals,
as it has certainly sometimes been with these socie-
ties ; it is perfectly intolerable, and any thing should
be done rather than it should be so.”

In the early part of the eighteenth century, the dis- Chauncy

upon ‘the order of the Gospel,” the principles of
church discipline, and the terms of admission to the
sacraments. But at this period the spirit of free
inquiry began to assail openly many of the doctrines
of Calvin, and the views of Edwards met an early op-
position from Charles Chauncy, the pastor of the First
Congregational Church in Boston. These eminent
clergymen were alike devoted to the duties and in-
terests of their profession; but their minds were dif-
ferently constituted, and the advantages of an exten-
sive command of books and intercourse with society,
which Chauncy possessed in the metropolis, Edwards
did not enjoy at Northampton. They were opposite
not only in religious opinions, but in style, manner,
and temperament. In private conversation and in the
pulpit, Chauncy used great plainness of language, and
sought to excite neither the imagination nor the pas-
sions of his audience. In 1742, Chauncy entered the
field of religious controversy in a sermon, entitled
“ A Seasonable Caution against Enthusiasm,” which
he characterizes as “an imaginary inspiration, mis-
taking the working of one’s own passions for divine

0ses

““putes of the Congregational clergy had chiefly turned Edw

ards,
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communications,” having its cause “in a bad tem-
perament of the blood and spirits, and properly a
disease or a sort of madness.”* 'The best preserva-
tives against such disorders, he regards to be ¢ ad-
herence to the Bible and to make use of the reason
and understanding God has given.” t

In the succeeding year he published ¢ Seasonable
Thoughts on the State of Religion in New England.”
In this work he speaks, with great directness and
apparent reason, concerning the “bad and danger-
ous tendency ” of Mr. Edwards’s views and conduct
in regard to revivals, and considers those who had
been instrumental in promoting them as ¢ having en-
deavoured, by all manmer of arts, and in all man-
ner of ways, to raise the passions of hearers to such
a height as really to unfit them, for the present, for
the exercise of their reasonable powers; and as acting
and speaking after such a wild manner as is adapted
to frighten people out of their wits, rather than possess
their minds of such a conviction of truth as is proper
to men, who are endowed with reason and understand-
ing.”t In opposition to the doctrines of Calvin, ¢ that
the tendency of man’s nature to sin implies his utter
and eternal ruin,” and that < the torments -of hell fire
for ever, are included in the death threatened against
Adam’s one aoffence, and that all his posterity, on ‘ac-
count of this one act of disobedience, are exposed to,
and may justly have inflicted upon them, these tor-
ments,”’ (whichdoctrines were the great agents in these
excitements,) Chauncy taught, that ¢it is in true rea-

“# Enthusiasm 'described and rcautioned against, in :a “Sermon, by
Charles Chauncy, D. D. Boston, 1742. p..3.

1 Ibid., pp. 17, 18.

1 ‘Chauncy’s State of Religion, p. 802.
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son an incredible thing, that the children of the first
man, throughout all generations, should, because he
committed an act of sin, be subjected o never-ceasing
masery.” * The thought only of such a procedure in
God is shocking to the human mind, and contra-
dicts all the natural notions we have both of justice
and benevolence.”* And in direct repugnance to the
doctrine of Edwards, that ¢ all our righteousnesses are
nothing, and ten thousand times worse than nothing,”
Chauncy maintains, that ¢ personal, inherent righteous-
ness is necessary, by divine appointment; to salvation,
and by this only men become capable subjects of it;”’+
and that, ¢ in all their parts, the sacred books declare,
that men shall be dealt with, in the great day of
retribution, conformably to what they have done in the
body, and that it will be owing to their own fault, not
owing to Adam, or any other being in heaven, or hell,
or earth, but wholly to themselves, and to the misuse
of the faculties they were endued with, if they are
adjudged to misery and not to happiness.” {

The insinuations of Edwards, “of a want of due
care in our Colleges to become nurseries of piety,”
Chauncy declares “ some take amiss;’” — ¢ especially
at a time when the prejudices of many against Colleges
are strong and operating much to their disadvantage ; ”’
and he thus replies; ¢ I cannot but think we have rea-
son for thankfulness, that these societies are under so

* See Five Dissertations on the Scripture Account of the Fall and
its Consequences, by Charles Chauncy, D. D., Minister of the First
Church of Boston, in New England. London, printed 1785. pp. 141,
142.

t See a Sermon preached at the Instalment of the Rev. Thomas
Frink, by Charles Chauncy, D. D. ; pp. 21, 22.

} See Five Dissertations, &c., p. 201.
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gharrey good regulation ; having those, at their head, who are

Jonathan
Mayhew.

so capable and well-spirited to serve the great ends
of their constitution. I have known the general state
of the College in this government, upwards of twenty
years ; and, if I might not be thought assuming too
much, I would venture to say, that it was never, in
that time, under better circumstances in point of
religion, good order, and learning, than at this day.”*

The state of religious controversy was not, how-
ever, destined to remain restricted to topics con-
nected with these revivals. A spirit of free inquiry
was awakened in the land, and found countenance
and encouragement from intelligent laymen, and
classes of great influence in the country. Among the
controversialists of the period, another eminent divine,
younger than Edwards and Chauncy, soon appeared,
who united the fearlessness of a martyr to the zeal
of a reformer. 'Jonathan Mayhew was graduated at
Harvard College in 1744, in the twenty-fourth year
of his age, and in 1747 was ordained pastor of the
West Church in Boston. In extent of learning he
was inferior to few, if any, of his contemporaries
among the clergy; and, possessing a keen wit and
an intellectual power, at once attractive and subdu-
ing, he was without a rival in vigorous, winning elo-
quence. The boldness and ardor, with which May-
hew developed his religious views, alarmed the clergy
of the metropolis, and not one of their number attend-
ed on the day appointed for his ordination. Among
the clergy of the vicinity invited by the West Church
to be of the council, only two appeared, the Rev. Mr.
Gay of Hingham, and the Rev. Mr. Appleton of

* Chauncy’s Seasonable Thoughts on the State of Religion, p. 410.
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Cambridge. The countenance thus given to Mayhew
by Appleton was not only indicative of the liberality
of his own religious views, but, as he was one of the
oldest members of the Corporation of Harvard College
and pastor of the church in Cambridge, where the
immediate governors of the institution and the stu-
dents attended public worship, it was deemed symp-
tomatic of the religious tendencies of the seminary.
The opposition of Mayhew’s professional brethren
postponed, but did not prevent, his ordination.* On
the second day appointed for that ceremony, the clergy
of Boston were not called to the council. To supply
their places, fifteen clergymen were invited from the
neighbouring towns, and eleven appeared; among
these, was Appleton, who again gave evidence of his
independence and catholicism, by taking part in the
services of the day.

~ The clergy of the town continued to stand aloof
from Mayhew after his ordination, hoping to crush
him by the weight of their influence. They spoke of
him as a heretic, treated his doctrines as dangerous,
and refused to exchange with him or to admit him
into their association. Two individuals among them
are statedt to have petitioned the Overseers of the
College to exclude him from their board on account
of some opinions he had expressed concerning the
Trinity ; but on the College records no notice exists
of such an attempt. This conduct, having the aspect
of persecution, increased the popularity of Mayhew ;
and his zeal, excited by opposition, became more in-
tense and active. In the year 1748 he delivered, and
in 1749 published at the request of his hearers, a

* Bradford’s Memoir of the Life and Writings of Jonathan May-

hew, D.D.; p. 25. ° 1 Ibid., p. 26.
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series of Sermons, in which he canvassed some of
the chief doctrines of Calvinism, with a freedom, in
that day, altogether unprecedented.

In these discourses the right and duty of every
man to exercise his reason in matters of religion,
were maintained with great openness and force.

The doctrine, that the apostasy of the first parents
of the human race had brought mankind into a state
of total ignorance and incapacity to judge of moral
and religious truth, he denounced as false and un-
scriptural. - ¢ If God gives men ‘a revelation, he gives
it to be understood by men; he must give it in human
language and accommodate it to human capacity ;
otherwise a second revelation would be necessary to
explain the first; and then, why not a third to ex-
plain the second, and so on in wnfinitum, and so
nothing be really revealed after all.” * ¢ The candle
of the Lord, which was lighted up when ¢ the inspira-
tion of the Almighty gave him understanding,” was
not extinguished by the original apostasy, but has
been kept burning ever since.” t ¢ God has given
us abilities to judge even of ourselves what is right,
and required us to improve them. He has forbidden
us to call any man master upon earth ; and those who
in any way discourage freedom of inquiry and judg-
ment in religious matters, so far forth as they are
guilty of this encroachment on the natural rights of
mankind, set up their own authority against that of
Almighty God, are enemies of truth and of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.”

“ The divisions and contentions, that have hitherto

* Seven Sermons preached at a Lecture, in the West Meetinghouse
in Boston, by Jonathan Mayhew, D. D. Boston, printed 1749. p. 86.
T Ibid., p. 89. 1 Ibid., pp. 56, 57.
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happened and still subsist, in the Christian church,
are all, in a manner, owing to the unchristian temper
and conduct of those, who could not content them-
selves with scripture orthodoxy, with the simple, spir-
itual worship of the Father, enjoined by our Saviour,
and with the platform of church discipline enjoined in
the New Testament.”*

“It is infinitely dishonorable to the all-good and
perfect Governor of the world to imagine, that he has
suspended the eternal salvation of men upon any
niceties of speculation; or that any one, who honestly
aims at finding the truth, and at doing the will of
his Maker, shall be finally discarded, because he fell
into some erroneous opinions.” t

«To speak in reproachful language of the moral
virtues, which consist summarily in the love of God
and man, and an imitation of the divine perfections,
comparing them to filthy rags, is absurd, and ap-
proaches near to profanity and blasphemy.” }

It would be easy to multiply evidence of the ir-
reconcilable doctrines and religious views, which were
" thus pressed upon the College by the contending theo-
logical parties ; but enough has been adduced to exhibit
the manner and spirit in which they were respectively
advanced and defended. From the governors of the
College these views of Chauncy and Mayhew re-
ceived no public countenance ; but they were all on
terms of friendship with them, and some, of profession-
al intercourse and interchange of ministerial labors.
Chauncy and Mayhew were pastors of two numerous

* Thid., p. 76.
1 Mayhew’s Discourse on Salvation by Grace, p. 1083.
1 Mayhew’s Serinon on Being Found in Christ, p. 146.
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cHAPTER congregations, including individuals of wealth, talent,

XXII,
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and respectability ; and the leaders of the Calvinistic
sect perceived, with alarm, that powerful influences in
the metropolis of New England were favorable to the
religious views those clergymen maintained. In this
exigency they turned their attention to New Haven.
That seminary had been founded, as has already been
stated, under the auspices of persons discontented with
the religious state of Harvard College ;* and, after the
lapse of half a century, it was again regarded as the
place of refuge in the impending dangers of the
Calvinistic faith. Accordingly, in the year 1752, the
clergy of Connecticut, with the cooperation of the
Calvinistic sect in Massachusetts, sedulously began
the task of ¢ settling and securing orthodoxy in the
College at New Haven, and to preserve it, in all the
governors thereof, upon the best foundation that- hu-
man wisdom, directed by the general rules of God’s
word, could devise.”t And in November, 1753,
the President and Fellows of that seminary passed
votes, declaring that ¢ the students should be estab-
lished in the principles of religion, according to the
Assembly’s Catechism, Dr. Ames’s ¢ Medulla’ and
¢ Cases of Conscience,” and should not be suffered to be
instructed in any different principles or doctrines;” —
¢ that the Assembly’s Catechism, and the Confession
of Faith, received and established in the churches of
this colony, (which is an abridgment of the Westmin-
ster Confession,) contain a true and just summary
of the most important doctrines of the Christian
religion, and that the true sense of the sacred Scrip-
tures is justly collected and summed up, in these com-

* See Appendix, No. IIL
1 President Clap’s History of Yale College, p. 75.

.
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positions, and all expositions of Scripture pretending cmaerer

to deduce any doctrines or positions contrary to the
doctrines laid down in these composures, we are of
opinion, are wrong and erroneous;—and that every
President, Fellow, Professor of Divinity, or Tutor in
said College shall, before he enter upon the execution
of his office, publicly consent to the said Catechism
and Confession of Faith, as containing a just sum-
mary of the Christian religion, and renounce all doc-
trines and principles contrary thereto, and shall pass
through such examination, as the Corporation shall
think proper, in order to their being fully satisfied that
he should do it truly, and without any evasion or
equivocation.”* These measures for perpetuating Cal-
vinism in the land, were highly approved by all of
that faith; and an accession of students to Yale Col-
lege t about this time, greater than at Harvard, was
regarded as an omen of the advantages to be derived
from a close adherence to Calvinistic doctrines.

* Tbid., p. 62. t See Appendix, No. IV,
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CHAPTER XXIII.

Effects of the Controversies in the Congregational Church.— Policy
and Increase of the Episcopal Church. — Alarm of the Congre-
gationalists. — Death of Dr. Colman. — His Merit and Professional
Rank. — No Funeral Discourse published on his Death. — His Life
by Turell. — His Character. — His Friendship with Thomas Hollis.
— His Services to the College. — Connexion between the College
and the Inhabitants of the First Parish of Cambridge, for Public
Worship. — A new Congregational Church built. — Death and
Character of Henry Flynt and of Edward Wigglesworth.

Durine the theological disputes, which ensued upon
the first visit of Whitefield to New England, the
Episcopal clergy kept aloof, and many individuals,
wearied with sectarian controversies, sought a quiet
refuge from them in the Episcopal communion. The
principal rectors of that church were stipendiaries of
the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign
Parts; and it was the standing injunction of the So-
ciety to its missionaries, ¢ to avoid controversy, and to
make the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, and
the duties of a sober, righteous, and godly life, as
resulting from such doctrines, the chief subjects of
their sermons.”*  Although Dr. Cutler, who, as rec-
tor of King’s Chapel, stood at the head of the Episco-
pal clergy of Massachusetts, early controverted White-
field’s opinions on ¢ forms of worship,” ¢ regenera-

* Humphrey’s History of the Society for Propagating the Gospel in
Foreign Parts, p. 70. Edit. 1780.
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tion,” ¢ instantaneous conversion,” ¢ the salvation of cuarrer

infants dying after baptism,” and ¢the falling away
from grace,”* he did not publicly enter into the con-
tests which divided the Congregational clergy. But
he was a keen observer of them; and the represen-
tations he transmitted to the Episcopal hierarchy in
England, of the confusions, disturbances, and divi-
sions, which were the fruits of the labors of White-
field and his followers, are graphic and severe. He
consoles himself with the fact, that they have result-
ed in ¢ the growth of the (Episcopal) Church in many
‘places, and its reputation universally; and it suffers
no otherwise than as religion does, and that is sadly
enough.” +

The circumstances which concurred to cause the
growth of Episcopacy about the time of Whitefield’s
first visit to New England, are thus stated by Secker,
afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, in his answer
to Dr. Mayhew. ¢ A further augmentation of the
Church of England was occasioned by the wild enthu-
siasm that prevailed in several of the New England
churches, even before Mr. Whitefield came among
them, but was mightily increased by him and the
strolling teachers that followed him ; as did likewise
their extending spiritual censures to mere trifles; with
their endless contentions and confusions on the settling
of ministers and on various occurrences besides. All
which things disgusted and wearied out many of their
people, and induced them to seek a peaceable refuge
in our communion.” {

* Whitefield’s Seventh Journal, p. 24. Edit. 1741.

t See- Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century, by John
Nichols. Vol. IL pp. 545~ 547,

{ An Answer to Dr. Mayhew’s Observations on the Charter and
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The policy of the Episcopal clergy was adapted
to take advantage of these discontents. Instead of
the close or restricted communion of all the Congrega-
tional churches, the Episcopal church opened the
door wide, and made entrance to their communion
easy. All the approved methods of proselytism were
resorted to by its missionaries, and some which, in
the opinion of the Congregational clergy, were more
worldly than evangelical.

The government and friends of Harvard College
were aware, that the design of the members of the
Episcopal church to obtain an official influence in the
concerns of that institution was only postponed, and
not defeated, by the rejection of the claims of Dr. Cut-
ler and Mr. Myles.* A few years afterwards, when
the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign
Parts, established a mission, and set up a church in
Cambridge, ¢ about halfa quarter of a mile from the
College,” it was regarded as one among other evi-
dences of ‘“a formal design to carry on a spiritual
siege of our churches, with the hope, that they will one
day submit to a spiritual sovereign.””t To this charge
Archbishop Secker replies, that ¢ several members of
the Church of England send their children to Harvard
College, and such a place of worship as their parents
approve, may be reasonably provided for them, without
any design of proselyting others. There is indeed a
College in New England, where students have been

Conduct of the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts.
p- 19. London Edit. 1764.

* See Vol. L. p. 876.

t Mayhew’s Observations on the Charter and Conduct of the So-
ciety for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, pp. 56, 67.
Edit. 1763.
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forbidden to attend Episcopal service, and a young ousrrer

man has been fined for going to hear his own father,

an Episcopal minister, preach. But, in Harvard Col- |

lege, it seems, a better spirit prevails; and it is more
likely ‘to flourish, both for that moderation and the new
church built near it.” *

XXIIT,

The increase of the Episcopal church was publicly poiicy or

the Congre-

attributed, by the Congregationalists, to the influence gationalists.

and pecuniary patronage of the English crown and
hierarchy ; but they clearly perceived, that their own
controversies were among the efficient causes of its
growth. The project of introducing an ecclesiastical
establishment into North America, with an order of
Bishops, on the model of the Church of England, was
revived, after the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, in the
British cabinet ; and the fears of all divisions of the
Congregational clergy were intensely excited by the
impending danger to the religious establishment of
their ancestors. To a desire to avoid occasions of
controversy among themselves may be attributed the
general silence’ with which Mayhew’s undisguised
attacks on the doctrines of Calvin were received by
their advocates. More than fifteen years elapsed be-
fore one of the clergy of that sect appeared in the
field against him.t They beheld, with complacency

* Answer to Dr. Mayhew’s Observations, &c., p. 13.

t ¢ I marvel, that none of our divines, of indisputable ability for such
an undertaking, have attempted to vindicate the truth against him.
But, since none have attempted it against the Doctor, I think it my
duty to appear in defence of my country’s system of Christianity. >’

See an Essay to defend some of the most important Principles of the
Protestant Reformed System of Christianity, &c. against the Asper-
sions of Jonathan Mayhew, D. D. By John Cleaveland, Pastor of a
Church in Ipswich. Boston, 1763.
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and approbation, the zeal and power, with which both
Chauncy and Mayhew assailed Episcopal influences
and pretensions; and they maintained a politic silence
upon sectarian differences, which, under any other cir-
cumstances, would have caused general and active
controversies.

In August, 1747, in the seventy-fourth year of his
age, died the Rev. Benjamin Colman, D. D. Al-
though his services to the College have been already
noticed, they deserve a tribute of gratitude, at the
period of his decease. He resigned his seat in the
Corporation in 1728, and the subsequent years of his
life were exclusively devoted to professional duties.
With talent undiminished, he sunk into his grave
deeply lamented by his people. In high intellectual
cultivation few men in the province surpassed Dr. Col-
man, and he left not a purer heart among his survivors.
Without concealment of his own religious opinions, his
charity for those of others was active and exemplary.
During a pastoral relation of nearly fifty years, his
occasional discourses were frequently solicited and
submitted to the press; and scarcely an individual of
distinguished merit or rank departed life without re-
ceiving a due tribute from his pen or his pulpit.
One and twenty such testimonies of his respect for
eminent men are still extant; among whom were
several, who, during life, had evinced towards him
professional animosity and denunciation. This liberal
and distinguished man, who was second to none of
the clergy of that day in character and influence,
departed full of years and honors, his intellectual light
and moral worth unclouded, and his Christian charity
brightening to the last; yet none of the active, able
professional brethren by whom he was surrounded,



HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

except his colleague, Samuel Cooper, ever preached,
so far as can now be ascertained, and no one ever pub-
lished, a funeral sermon or eulogy in token of respect
for his memory !

In 1748 President Holyoke, in an address on Com-
mencement day, noticed several distinguished clergy-
men, recently deceased, and dilated with eloquence
on the talent and learning of Dr. Colman, on his pri-
vate virtues and public services, especially to Harvard
College. But this was an official, not a professional
tribute, and, being veiled in the Latin language, gave
no extensive developement of his character. The
state of religious parties at the period of Dr. Colman’s
death, probably caused the silence of the clergy on
an occasion which usually excited their sympathy and
eloquence. The flame Whitefield had raised'in the
colonies was about that time subsiding, Like a fire
in the woods, it had enkindled whatever was light and
inflammatory, heated whatever was solid and incom-
bustible, and began now to cease through exhaustion
of the materials. It would have been difficult for that
division of the clergy, whose religious views coincided
with those of Dr. Colman, to do justice to his theo-
logical course without awakening controversies, which
a general dread of the extension of Episcopal power
rendered the different sects of the Congregational
church unwilling to renew. Dr. Colman was there-
fore permitted by the clergy to pass to his grave
without receiving those public tributes, which, at that
period, were universally paid to the memory of the
distinguished dead.

The neglect of his professional brethren stimulated
Mr. Turell, Dr. Colman’s son-in-law, to write his
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Life.* 'The task he undertook was executed with
fidelity and success. It is the best biography extant
of any native of Massachusetts, written during its
provincial state, and is a monument honorable to him
who raised it, as well as to the individual to whose
memory it was erected.

A Preface accompanies this memoir, apparently
written to give confidence to the sensitive modesty of
Turell, and is signed by three clergymen, Mather
Byles, Samuel Cooper, and Ellis Gray. Their notice
of the talents and virtues of Colman, though gencral,
is just. But they avoid all reference to his profes-
sional course and religious opinions. In the estimate
of impartial history, Dr. Colman is entitled to the
highest rank among his contemporaries for his philan-
thropic spirit and public services. As an efficient
friend and patron of Harvard College, no one deserves
more grateful remembrance. In his mind and charac-
ter, the talents and acquirements essential to success,
either in an active or contemplative life, were sin-
gularly united, and he was equally qualified for the
pursuits of business or science. He resided several
years in Kurope, while preparing for his profession ;
and an extensive intercourse with society liberalized
his views, and polished his language and address.
With laborious zeal and fidelity he availed himself of
the opportunities he there enjoyed, to hear and study
the works of the best pulpit orators of that day. Highly

* ¢«Since no one has appeared on the important occasion to write
and print, (not so much as a funeral discourse published,) neither my
want of mental power, nor my present broken state of health, shall
discourage me from making an humble attempt to pay some honors to
the memory of so great a benefactor of his country and mankind.” —
Introduction to Turell’s Life of Dr. Colman, p. 2.
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gifted by nature, his eloquence was zealous, glowing,
dignified, persuasive; and his writings were so far in
advance of his contemporaries, that he is considered as
having introduced among the clergy of Massachusetts
a new style in the composition of their discourses. *
In private life, he was affectionate, gentle, thoughtful
of others, and respectful-to their feelings and opinions.
The intimate friendship and mutual religious catholi-
cism, which subsisted between Dr. Colman and the
first Thomas Hollis, were undoubtedly an efficient
cause of his- continued bounty to the institution.
The respect and deference paid to the judgment and
opinions of Dr. Colman by Mr. Hollis, are evidenced
by more than fifty of his letters, yet existing in the
archives of the College. Mr. Hollis had an intense
desire, that Dr. Colman should become President
of the College. After his refusal of the chair, Mr.
Hollis thus expressed his hope that he would not
quit the Corporation, in a letter dated on the 21st
of August, 1725. ¢« If you immediately resign your
fellowship' in the Corporation on Mr. Wadsworth’s
election, the world will soon say, it was because you
were not advanced to the Presidentship in your own
way. 1 am apprized, that you have met enough to
provoke a man to resent it; but I wish the Christian
to act, so as to convince common spectators, that you
are clothed with humility, and are still ready to show
all the good offices to the Corporation you can.
Perhaps the President, Professors, and Treasurer, too,
may need your good offices within doors. I leave it.

Our good God direct you.”

* Sermon preached to the Church in Brattle Square, July 18th,
1824, by the Rev. John G. Palfrey. p. 10.
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The wishes of Mr. Hollis had their due influence,
and Dr. Colman postponed, for nearly three years,
his contemplated resignation. He was for twelve
years a member of the Corporation, and, for forty-
eight years, of the board of Overseers, during a pe-
riod most decisive of the fate and character of the
College. With Leverett and Pemberton and Wads-
worth and both the Brattles, he actively defended the
institution from the influence of human creeds and
dogmas, and was unremitting in his endeavours to
place its religious character on the broad foundation of
the sacred Scriptures, and the right to construe them,
inherent in every individual, independent of man’s au-
thority. Chiefly by the vigor, which Dr. Colman in-
fused into its councils, the College was carried trium-
phantly through that great crisis of its fortunes. All
the principles, which he maintained with such difficulty
against an opposition formidable on account both of
its talent and power, were ultimately sustained, have
ever since been supported, and are at this day firmly
established as the unquestionable interests and rights
of Harvard College. '

From the earliest period of the College history, the
students had attended public worship on the Sabbath
in the First Congregational Church in Cambridge; and
on the erection of a new edifice, in 1756, an agreement
took place between the inhabitants of the First Parish
and the Corporation of the College, whereby the front
gallery of the church was secured exclusively for the
students, and a pew on the lower floor for the Presi-
dent and his family; and a right was reserved to use
the building on Commencements and all public occa-
sions. In consideration of these privileges, the Corpo-
ration agreed to pay one seventh part of the cost of the
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building, and of all future general repairs. The quali- cnarrer
fied property the College thus held in the church, was ———
retained by them until 1833, when this edifice was

taken down. For nearly sixty years the Tutors and
Students occupied the front gallery, on the Sabbath, .

and the President and Professors, pews on the lower

floor. They were regarded as a part of the congrega-

tion, and were expected to contribute to the collec-

tions taken every week for the support of the clergy-

man. As these contributions were voluntary, the aid
obtained from the College was found to be so inconsid-
erable, that in 1760 the Corporation passed a vote,

¢ that the box should not be offered (ordinarily) on the

- Lord’s day to the scholars’ gallery, but that instead

they should be taxed towards the support of the min-

istry, in each of their quarterly bills, ninepence lawful
money ; the amount thus received to be in addition to

the salary of Mr. Appleton, and to determine, if not
before, on the cessation of his ministry.” This union Connexion
. 5 . . . . dissolved.
in public worship hetween the inhabitants of the First
Parish of Cambridge and the government and students

of the College continued until 1816, when it was dis-

solved by mutual consent; and, ‘“on the earnest and
explicit advice of the Overseers,” the Corporation of

the College directed, that the government and students
should attend religious service on the Sabbath in the
Chapel of the University, and form a distinct church

and society. The Congregational church erected in
Cambridge in 1756, although of simple and rude archi-
tecture, is associated with many events of collegiate

and general interest.*

Two individuals, Henry Flynt and Edward Wig-

* See Appendix, No. V.
VOL. II. 11
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cuaprer - glesworth, both members of the Corporation, who had

XXIII.

~— —— long sustained with reputation, the one the office of

Henry
Flynt.

Tutor and the other that of Professor of Theology,
closed their mortal career during the period now under
review. The influence they exerted on the seminary
entitles each to a distinct commemoration.

Henry Flynt, son of the Rev. Josiah Flynt of Dor-
chester, was born in 1676, and died at the age of
eighty-four, in 1760. From early youth his life was
passed, either as a student or instructer, within the
walls of Harvard College. He held the office of
Tutor fifty-five years. During sixty years he was a
fellow of the Corporation, and through almost that
whole period he also served as clerk of the board of
Overseers. He was respected by his contemporaries,
and his name and character, thus intimately interwoven
with the history of the College, long continued fa-
vorite topics of reminiscence among its graduates.
His learning and ability were sufficient for the several
stations he occupied, and his zeal and fidelity in the
discharge of his duty were unsurpassed. His long
continuance in office evidences that he was useful and
acceptable. He was mild in his notions of govern-
ment; an advocate of gentleness in punishing offend-
ers ; and, although the custom of his age required great
solemnity in administering discipline, tradition repre-
sents him to have been ever ready to temper severity
with a smile.

‘¢ Puerum minaci
Voce dum terret, . ... . ;

By constitutional temperament Flynt was inclined to
firmness and moderation. Possessing a clear and dis-
criminating intellect, he was characterized by great
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steadfastness in opinion, but without obstinacy or
obtrusiveness. In the religious controversies which
divided the Province and broke the peace of the
College, he oftener kept aloof than mingled, ¢ thank-
ing God for their ignorance, who thought him not
orthodox.” When occasion called, he preached dis-
courses, serious, practical, and instructive, leaving
doctrinal disputes to the contentious. ¢ The weightier
matters of the law,” says Appleton, in a discourse,
occasioned by his death, ¢ judgment, mercy, faith,
and the love of God, he deemed the substance of
~ religion, and laid little stress on forms, and about spec-
ulative and controversial points among Christians.”
The current of his thoughts running naturally slow,
and his delivery being destitute of action and vivacity,
- he never enjoyed the advantage of popularity as a
preacher. This circumstance, probably, caused him to
cleave for life to the walls of the College, long con-
tinuing, like many parasitic plants, to repay by fruit
and foliage the support thus afforded. But both failed
in the lapse of years.

The experiment of a Tutor seventy-nine years
of age was sufficiently inconvenient, and caused the
government of the institution to guard against a
similar occurrence in future. Soon after the resig-
nation of Mr. Flynt, a vote passed both boards, that
“no person chosen henceforward into the office of
Tutor, shall abide therein more than eight years.”*

* See Appleton’s Discourse on the death of Henry Flynt, Ksq. —
Peirce’s History of Harvard University.— Chauncy’s Sketch of the
Eminent Men in New England, in the Collections of the Massachu-
setts Historical Society, First Series, Vol. X. p. 165. — Oratio in
Funere Viri venerabilis Henrici Flyntii, Arm., a Jacobo Lovell.
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In January, 1765, the College lost by death, at the
age of seventy-two, the Rev. Edward Wigglesworth,
the first Hollis Professor of Divinity. He held that
office, from the time of his induction, in October,
1722, during a period of forty-three years. Few, if
any, of those who have been connected with the Col-
lege as governors or instructers, have left a reputa-
tion more enviable, as a gentleman, a scholar, and a
divine. Lamented by his contemporaries, from the
press and the pulpit, in strains of unequivocal and un-
limited eulogy, his works are yet existing evidences
of their justice and of his desert. In private life he
was affable, condescending, charitable, and affection-
ate; in professional duties laborious, faithful, and ex-
act; as a governor of the seminary, mild, firm, and
Jjudicious. In poverty and sickness he was unrepining
and resigned ; and in every vicissitude of life, calm
and self-possessed.

At a period of society, in which religious zeal was
closely allied to fanaticism, the Professorship of Di-
vinity was a critical and difficult position. The se-
lection of Wigglesworth by such men as Colman,
Appleton, Wadsworth, and Flynt, whose influences
were all favorable to freedom of inquiry, was suf-
ficiently indicative of his character and views. At
the period of his election, the elements of theological
discord were in strong action under the surface, and
were not unfrequently seen effervescing above it.
The jealousy of the stricter sect of Calvinists com-
pelled the Corporation to go through the form of
this election a second time,* in order to establish
a precedent for the examination of candidates for

* See Vol. L p. 258.
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the Professorship on points of faith. The Records of
the Overseers are the only evidence of the mode in
which this examination was conducted. Wiggles-
worth, however, signed no test, and gave no bond for
adhesion to any sect or party. He belonged to that
class of divines,* who believed, that the Protestant
churches had not yet reached the utmost point of re-
form ; and he was disposed to labor to bring them into
a nearer approach to the only true and original stand-
ard, the Holy Scriptures, unincumbered by the schemes,
systems, and inventions of men. Clear in argument,
cool in manner, searching the depths of every subject
after its fundamental truth, he discussed controversial
points with candor, and executed all his profession-
al] duties with exemplary impartiality and judgment.
He was among the first of the theologians of New
England, who dared publicly to question some of the
cherished doctrines of “high Calvinism, which had ob-
tained an authority not inferior to the Scriptures them-
selves. His form of indicating difference of opinion
was that of doubt and inquiry, and not of attack or
defence. This practice made him obnoxious to the
charge of ¢ only exhibiting the opinions and arguments

of others, and of keeping his own to himself;” a mis-

representation, which he charitably supposes to have
“originated in mistake,”” and repels as rash and without
foundation. When roused by a sense of wrong, Wig-
glesworth was occasionally sarcastic ; but the caustic
severity displayed in the writings of his friend Chaun-
cy,and the asperity which characterized those of his
pupil Mayhew, were not suited to the gentle and
subdued spirit which predominated in  his discourses.

* Appleton’s Funeral Discourse on Rev. Edward Wigglesworth.
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cuapter  Chauncy, in his ¢ Sketch of Eminent Men in New .

- England,” has left a just and noble tribute to his
memory, in the testimony he has given of his ¢ firm-
ness to his own principles, his charity to those of
others, his learning, piety, and usefulness, strength of
mind, largeness of understanding, extraordinary tal-
ent, catholic spirit and conduct, notwithstanding great
temptations to the contrary.”

il

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE, ERECTED IN 1756;
TAKEN DOWN, 1833.
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CHAPTER XXIV.

Customs of the College on the Accession of the Chief Magistrate of
the Province. — Addresses to Governors Shirley and Pownall. —
Their Visits to the College. — State of Morals at the Period.— At-
tempts to regulate public Commencements. — Difficulties attending
them. — Ancient Strictness relaxed. — Mode of providing Commons.
— Their Quality. — Causes of Discontent. — Consequent Disorders.
— Increase of Students in the College. — Corporation apply to the
Legislature for an additional Building. —An Appropriation made,
and a Committee appointed for that Object.— Hollis Hall com-
menced and completed. — The Name of Hollis given to it.— Cere-
mony on the Occasion.

During the Colonial state of Massachusetts, the
intimate union which subsisted between Harvard Col-
lege and the civil and ecclesiastical powers of the
Province, unavoidably connected the interests of the
seminary with political events. A retrospective view
will now be taken of the customs these relations in-
troduced, and of the influence which the general tone
of society at this period exerted on the character and
progress of the seminary. On the accession of every
Governor, the Corporation solicited his patronage by a
formal address, invited him to the College, and re-
ceived him there with great respect and ceremony.*

In 1741, when Governor Shirley took possession of
the chair of the Province, the Corporation ¢ congratu-
lated him on his advancement, recommended the Col-

* See Vol. L. pp. 445, 446.
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lege to his patronage, and desired his aid and codpera-
tion in their endeavours to advance pure religion and
profitable human learning.”” Shirley reciprocated their
politeness, and replied, that, ‘‘as he owed the Col-
lege’s mother, in Great Britain, the little share of
learning he pretended to have, it would yield him a
singular pleasure, to express the gratitude and affec-
tion, which he had ever borne the mother, by affording
to her daughter, in New England, all the protection
in his power.”

In September, Governor Shirley visited Cambridge,
dined with the Corporation, who caused to be inserted
on their records a minute description of the ceremo-
nies of the day, which is here transcribed, including
the formalities usual on such occasions, and illustra-
tive of the manners of the period.

“ The Governor came up to Cambridge * with an
escort of forty men, including officers, accompanied
by the Council, a great many other gentlemen, and
a considerable number who came over the ferry, by
the way of Charlestown. He was met a mile off, by
the gentlemen of Cambridge, the Tutors, the Profes-
sors, Masters, and two of the Bachelors. Both the
Meetinghouse bell and the College bell were rung.
He was received, at the door of the College, exactly
at eleven o’clock, by the President and Corporation,
and escorted to the library, where, having waited
twenty minutes, the bell was tolled, and all moved
down to the Hall; the Corporation first, the Governor
and Lieutenant-Governor next, and then the other

* Through Roxbury and Brookline ; as the only road, at that period,

. leading from Boston was along the Neck, at the southern extremity

of the peninsula.
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gentlemen. When all were seated, the President or-
dered the orator (Mr. Winslow, a junior Bachelor,) to
begin ; and, when he had finished, the Governor rose,
(all rising with him,) and made a very fine Latin
speech, promising the College all his care for the pro-
moting of learning and religion. All procceded after-
wards to the library again, where the President asked
the Governor if he would like to see a philosophical
experiment in the Professor’s chamber ; on which all
moved there directly, and saw three or four experi-
. ments, which took up almost the whole time till din-
ner; the Governor going to Mr. Flynt’s chamber again
until it was ready. The tables were laid two at each
end of the hall, and one across by the chimneys. The
Governor, Council, and Corporation sat at the cross ta-
ble ; the Governor facing the door, the rest in their
order; the other gentlemen, with the Masters and
Bachelors, filling the other tables. Room being still
wanting, two other tables were brought in and filled
also. The whole number present amounted to one
hundred and twenty! The Governor sat about an
hour, and then, after the 101st Psalm was sung, he,
with the rest of the gentlemen, went off, about five
o’clock, with his guard.”

The expenses of the Governor’s guard, on this oc-
casion, probably exceeded the expectation of the Cor-
poration ; for, in April ensuing, when the steward pre-
sented an account of thirty pounds for their entertain-
ment, they voted, that ¢it be allowed, but that this
be no precedent for entertaining the said guard for the
future.” .

On the accession of Governor Pownall, in 1757, the
customary festivities were omitted, in consequence of
the distressed and embarrassed state of the Colony.

VOL. II. 12
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caaerer But a congratulatory address to him was made by

XXI1V.

State of
morals,

President Holyoke, soliciting his ¢ favorable regard for
the seminary,” expressing the sense the Corporation
entertained of ¢ the paternal wisdom of his Majesty
in appointing him,” ¢ the rejoicing of the whole peo-
ple at the superior accomplishments, with which the
Father of Spirits had furnished and fitted him to move
and shine in some of the larger spheres of human
life;” and stating that ¢ the advantages he had en-
joyed of a liberal education was regarded by them
as an assurance, that he would always appear a favorer
of good literature, and a friend and father to every
society erected for the cultivating and enlarging the
mind of youth, and thereby fitting them for public
service.”

The Governor, in reply, ¢ thanked the Corporation
for their kind congratulations and good opinion,”’ and
assured them that Harvard College might depend upon
his best attention to patronize and support it, in that
honorable character it has so long maintained.”

The records of the College give no account of the
reception of Governor Bernard.

The changes which occurred in the morals and
manners of New England, about the middle of the
eighteenth century, unavoidably affected the College. *
¢ Profane cursing and swearing,” ¢ habits of frequent-
ing taverns and alehouses,” ¢ the practice of using
wine, beer, and distilled liquors, by undergraduates, in
their rooms,”” greatly increased. Tutors were insulted,
and combinations to perpetrate unlawful acts were
more frequent. Laws were made, penalties inflicted,
recommendations and remonstrances repeated, without

* See Vol. I p. 391.
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either eradicating those evils or materially diminish-
ing them. Notwithstanding the pecuniary embarrass-
ments of the period, wealthy students were accus-
tomed to great extravagance in expenditures. This
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led the Overseers, in October, 1754, to pass the fol- and man-

lowing vote. ‘It appearing to the Overseers, that the
costly habits of many of the scholars during their
residence at the College, as also of the candidates for
their degrees on Commencement days, is not only an
unnecessary expense, and tends to discourage persons
from giving their children a College education, but
is also inconsistent with the gravity and demeanor
proper to be observed in this society, it is therefore
recommended to the Corporation to prepare a law,
requiring that on no occasion any of the scholars wear
any gold or silver lace, or any gold or silver brocades
in the College or town of Cambridge; and that, on
Commencement days, every candidate for his degree
appear in black, or dark blue, or gray clothes; and that
no one wear any silk night gowns; and that any can-
didate, who shall appear dressed contrary to such regu-
lations may not expect his degree.” A law was ac-
cordingly prepared and passed in both boards to that
effect.

In 1755, the Overseers ¢ being informed that great
disorders have lately been committed, and even indig-
nities and personal insults offered to some of the
Tutors of the College by some of the pupils,”” appoint-
ed a large committee *to examine the students sus-
pected to be guilty of such disorders, and desired the
Corporation to be present with the committee at such
examination and inquiry.” Afterwards, when two
persons, who had been expelled on account of their
concern in these disorders, prayed to be restored, the
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Overseers dismissed the memorial, because ¢ their peti-
tions did not express a just sense of the evil nature
and pernicious tendency of the crimes for which they
were expelled, nor duly acknowledge the justice of
the government in the sentence given against them.”
One of these persons subsequently made the required
acknowledgment and was reinstated ; the other was
never readmitted.

The disorderly tendencies of the times were chiefly
annoying at the annual celebration of Commence-
ment.* That day was generally considered a holi-
day throughout the Province, and in the metropolis
the shops were usually closed, and little or no business
was done. During the whole Commencement week,
the Common in Cambridge was covered with booths,
erected in lines like streets, intended to accommodate
the populace of Boston and the neighbourhood with
the amusements and refreshments of a fair, in which
gambling, rioting, and dissipation of all kinds prevail-
ed. Various unsuccessful efforts were made, by the
government of the College, to put an end to a cus-
tom so inconsistent with a literary celebration. An
attempt to introduce private Commencements failed,
for reasons already stated.t Public Commencements
were continued without interruption, except during
the period of the revolutionary war, and occasionally,
from temporary causes, during the remainder of the
century, notwithstanding their evils, anomalies, and
inconsistencies.  Regulations, however, were made
from time to time to limit their expense, and to ren-
der the season less noisy and riotous.

In May, 1749, three gentlemen, who had sons about

* See Vol. L p. 386. t Ibid., p. 896.
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to be graduated, offered to give the College a thousand
pounds, old tenor, provided ¢ a trial was made of
Commencements this year, in a more private man-
ner.” The Corporation, *in consideration of the low
state of the College treasury,” the dearness of the
necessaries of life, and the extravagant expenses and
disorders attending on Commencement, voted, ¢ that
Commencement be this year managed agreeably to
the above proposal.”” The Overseers, however, gave
the proposition a decided negative. The Corporation,
in consequence, passed another vote, without delay,
that, “ on account of the dearness of the necessaries
of life, and of the extraordinary distressing drought,
which we apprehend to be such a judgment of God,
as calls for fasting and mourning, and not for joy and
festivity, the Commencement exercises for the present
year be private.” This vote also received from the
board of Overseers a decided negative; and the Cor-
poration then passed another vote, strongly recom-
mending to parents and guardians of such as were to
take degrees this year, that, ¢ considering the awful
judgments of God upon the land, they retrench
Commencement expenses, so as may best correspond
with the frowns of Divine Providence, and that they
take effectual care to have their sons’ chambers cleared
of company, and their entertainments finished, on the
evening of said Commencement day, or, at furthest,
by next morning.”

In April, 1755, the Overseers again took into con-
sideration the subject of the extravagance at Com-
mencement, and recommended to the Corporation *to
take effectual measures to prevent those, who pro-
ceeded Bachelors of Arts, from having entertainments
of any kind, either in the College or any house in

93

CHAPTER
XXIV.

Private
Commence-
ments pro-
posed,

and nega-
tived.



94 HISTORY. OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

cuaerer Cambridge, after the Commencement day.” This
" recommendation was no further regarded by the Cor-
poration than to pass a vote, recommending it to the
Bachelors to endeavour to get away their goods on
Thursday, and not to continue in College after Friday.

The vote was negatived by the Overseers, on account

of its not sufficiently limiting the time of continuance

of the festive entertainments. The Corporation, on

the 27th of June, passed a vote prohibiting them after

dinner on Thursday. On the 9th of July, the Over-

seers negatived this vote also, ¢ because not confining
Commencement to Commencement day.” . In June,

1757, after some hesitation on the part of the Over-

seers, a vote passed both boards, that, ¢ whereas by

the holy Providence of God, there hath been a dis-
tressing drought upon the land, whereby the first

crop of hay hath been greatly diminished, and is now

past recovery, whereby there is great scarcity as to

kine feeding at this time, and that the English grain

is greatly shortened, and in consideration of the dark

state of Providence with respect to the war we are
engaged in, which Providences call for humiliation

and fasting, rather than festival entertainments; there-

fore it was voted, that the first and second degrees

be given to the several candidates without their per-
Commence- SONal attendance, and that their manner of admission
wd. ™" should be by inserting their names in a general diplo-
ma, the form of which was established by the vote.*

In 1760, all unnecessary expenses were forbidden by

Dencing ,, Votes of both boards, and also all dancing in any part
of Commencement week, in the Hall, or in any College
building. Nor was any undergraduate allowed to give

* See Appendix, No. VI.
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any entertainment, after dinner, on Thursday of that
week, under severe penalties. To prevent improprie-
ties, the duty of inspecting the performances on the
day, and expunging all exceptionable parts, was as-
signed to the President ; on whom it was particularly
enjoined ““ to put an end to the practice of addressing
the female sex.”

In some respects the severity of ancient laws was
relaxed: Thus in April, 1759, the Overseers formally
recommended to the Corporation a “repeal of the law
prohibiting the drinking of punch?”; and, in October
following, this board passed a vote, that ‘it shall
be no offence if any scholar shall, at Commencement,
make and entertain guests at his chamber with punch.”
Although the Overseers approved this vote, the restric-
tion it included was insupportable ; and in June, 1761,
both boards concurred in a vote, that ¢ it should be no
offence if the scholars, in a sober manner, entertain
one another and strangers with punch, which, as it is
now usually made, is no intoxicating liquor.” A rea-
son more plausible than satisfactory, as neither board
could extend its control to the ingredients or propor-
tions of the mixture.

During President Holyoke’s administration, com-
mons were the constant cause of disorders among the
undergraduates. There appears to have been a very
general permission to board in private families before
October, 1747. In that month the Overseers passed a
vote, that it would be ¢ beneficial for the College, that
the members thereof be in commons,” and recom-
mended, that ¢speedy and effectual care should be
taken that the law on that subject be carried into
execution.” The Corporation immediately passed a
vote, to this effect; but, as the Steward neglected
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cuarrz to obey under various pretences, the Overseers re-

XXIV.

Mode of
providing
commons.

‘peated their vote in October, 1748. After the lapse

of another yecar, the patience of the Overscers was
exhausted, and in October, 1749, they passed a vote
recapitulating the former one, and stating that they
found, that, under various pretences,  the law had
been wholly neglected, and no sufficient care taken
to put it into execution, which has a tendency to
weaken the force of the laws of the College, and
impair the influence and authority of the Overseers
in the government of the College.” They recom-
mend, that the law should be put in force without
delay, and, if the Steward be found faulty in not doing
it, that the Corporation choose a Steward who will
strictly comply with their orders. The style and
temper, thus manifested by the Overseers, awakened
the Corporation from their lethargy. The Steward
was immediately ordered to comply with the law, or
resign. This he promised; but, through inability or
perversity not keeping his word, the Corporation, in
February following, ordered him by vote, ‘“to put the
students in comimons, or give up the matter.” As he
continued disobedient, in March, 1750, they rescinded
the vote by which Mr. Boardman had been chosen
Steward for six years, and appointed Jonathan Hast-
ings Steward in his place.

Difficulties, and causes of discontent, respecting
commons were unavoidable, as they were conducted at
that day. They were then provided by the Steward
at the expense of the College. Care was taken, that
there should be no loss; and, if any profit accrued
from them, it was for the benefit of the institution.
Deficiencies in the quantity, or defects in the quality,
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of provisions were naturally attributed to a desire to
save or to gain, and became of course an active cause
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of complaint. In 1750, the Corporation voted, ¢ that .

the quantity of commons be, as hath been usual, viz.
two sizes of bread in the morning ; one pound of meat
at dinner, with sufficient sauce ”’ (vegetables), ¢ and a
half a pint of beer; and at night that a part pic be of
the same quantity as usual, and also half a pint of
beer; and that the supper messes be but of four parts,
though the dinner messes be of six.”

This record agrees with the account given by those
aged alumni who have survived to our time, who state,
that commons were scanty and ill provided. One
asserts, that there was no breakfast ; another, that it
consisted of ¢ two sizings of bread and a cue (about
half a pint) of beer”; at dinner there was ¢ a suffi-
ciency of meat, baked, or boiled, but the quality was
ordinary ;” at supper, there was a choice between “a
pint of milk and half a biscuit” or ¢ a meat pie, or
some other kind.”* The consequence was, that the
sons of the rich, accustomed to better fare, paid for
commons, which they would not eat, and never en-
tered the hall; while the students whose resources
did not admit of such an evasion were perpetually
dissatisfied.

The' Overseers continued urgent, that all the stu-
dents should be compelled to board in Commons; but
the Corporation considered the policy of the measure
both dubious and difficult.

In April, 1757, the Overseers passed a vote, ¢ that
it would very much contribute to the health of that
society, facilitate their studies, and prevent extrava-

* Peirce’s History of Harvard University, p. 219.
VOL. II. 13
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cuapTER gant expense, if the scholars were restrained from
YV dieting in private families;”’ and, apparently by way of
indemnifying them for this restraint or making it more
acceptable, they further voted, ¢ that there should be
pudding three times a week, and on those days their

meat should be lessened.”

The Corporation did not attend to the recom-
mendation of the Overseers; who, in August, 1758,
renewed their attempt, and proposed a plan, which
should permit the students to form themselves into
messes, not exceeding eight, and to agree with the
Steward to provide such proportion and kind of ani-
mal and vegetable food, as was most agreeable to
them, ¢ the rates of the commons not to be thereby
increased.” ‘

In the September following, the Corporation took
this vote into consideration, and declared it to be
impracticable without great inconvenience, and im-
possible without advancing the price of commons.

Lawtopre-  Lhe Overseers were pertinaciously bent upon ¢ re-
Eonts oo straining undergraduates from dining or supping in
dining or o . .
suppingin  private houses’’; and in May, 1760, they again urged
fowe.. on the Corporation the passage of a law to that ef-
fect. This board accordingly prohibited the students
¢ from dining, or supping, in any house in town ; ex-
cept on an invitation to dine or sup gratis.” The law
was probably not very strictly enforced. It was lim-
ited to one year, and was not renewed. Before the
building of Hollis Hall, the number of students obliged
to lodge in private houses was great. It was in-
convenient for those, who lived without the walls of
the College, to take their meals within them, and was
as repugnant to the interest of the landlords, as to the

inclinations of the students. In July, 1764, the Over-
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seers recommended to the Corporation ¢ to make a
law to restrain scholars from breakfasting in the houses

of town’s people, and to make provision for their be- -

ing accommodated with breakfast in the hall, either
milk, chocolate, tea, or coffee, as they should respec-
tively choose, and to fix the price as of other com-
mons ; — saving, that, if ‘any of them choose to pro-
vide themselves with breakfasts in their own cham-
bers, they be allowed so to do, but not to breakfast
in one another’s chambers.” From this period break-
fast has been as regularly provided in commons as
other meals. In the year 1765, after Hollis Hall
was erected, the accommodations for students within
the walls were greatly enlarged, and the Corpora-
tion, in conformity with the reiterated recommen-
dations of the Overseers, passed a system of laws,
with their consent, by which all Professors, Tutors,
graduates, and undergraduates, having studies in the
College, were-compelled to board constantly in com-
mons ; the officers to be exempted only by the Corpo-
ration, with the consent of the Overseers; the stu-
dents, by the President, only when they were about to
be absent for at least one week. By this system, the
Steward was the agent of the Corporation, from whom
he received salary and funds, and that board became,
in effect, sponsors for the quality and sufficiency of the
commons. This arrangement naturally tended to ex-
cite jealousy on one side, and on the other parsimony
and impatience of complaint. The system had scarce-
ly been in effective operation a year before an open
revolt of the students took place, on account of the
provisions, which it took more than a month to quell.
Although their proceedings were violent, illegal, and
insulting, yet the records of the immediate govern-
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ment show unquestionably, that the disturbances, in
their origin, were not wholly without cause, and that
they were aggravated by want of early attention to
very natural and reasonable complaints.

During the wars with France, in 1745 and 1756,
many of the youth of New England were induced to
join the army at an age when they usually enter her
seminaries of learning. Massachusetts not only scc-
onded, but even went in advance of the parent State,

in preparations for the defence of her frontier, and

for carrying the war into Canada and Acadia. Her
liberality in expenditure in these wars created an
enormous provincial debt, which led to a proportionate
issue of paper money, and reduced her finances to a
state of general embarrassment. These causes, aided
by sectarian jealousies, lessened the number of stu-
dents in Harvard College.

But when war had ccased, and wealth began to
flow in channels formed by peace, a change took
place ; and, in 1761, the Corporation turned their at-
tention ‘to the best method to be pursued for the
attainment of a new building, which the increase of
the numbers of the College now makes necessary.”
They asked the advice of the Overseers, stating that
more than ninety students were obliged to board in
private families, and that they were less orderly and
well regulated, than those within the walls. The
Overseers accordingly appointed a committee, of which
Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson was chairman, to
request the legislature to assist in the erection of a
new edifice. A petition to that effect having heen
prepared and presented, the legislature passed a re-
solve on the 12th of June, 1762, appropriating * two
thousand pounds, to be applied towards building a
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new College at Cambridge, of the dimensions of Mas-
sachusetts Hall,” and appointed a committee, com-
posed, on the part of the Council, of Samuel Dan-
forth, William Brattle, -James Bowdoin, Thomas Hub-
bard, and James Russell, and, on the part of the
House, of Royall Tyler, John Phillips, James Otis,
Thomas Cushing, and Andrew Boardman, ¢ to carry
the said work into execution.” On the same day
the legislature passed another resolve, authorizing a
¢ further sum of five hundred pounds sterling to be
paid to Royall Tyler, Esquire, towards purchasing
nails, glass, and other materials in England, for the
building of the new College in Cambridge, which
materials the said Royall Tyler had generously offered
to procure for the Province, free from any advance of
profit.”’

On the 30th of June this committee met the Cor-
poration on the College grounds, and fixed on the
site of the building. Their subsequent proceedings
were marked with promptitude and energy, character-
istic of the cminent men who composed the com-
mittee, all well known to colonial fame, and some of
them in after times distinguished in the events of the
American Revolution. In December, 1763, the new
building being completed, the committee delivered
the keys of it to the General Court, with a memorial
stating the extraordinary expense; it having cost up-
wards of four thousand eight hundred pounds lawful
money, which exceeded the estimate and appropriation
more than five hundred and thirty pounds. The legis-
lature immediately made provision for this excess, pass-
ed votes declaring the building ¢ to be well completed
and finished in the best manner,” and expressed their
thanks to the committee for their assiduous and faith-
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ful services, and their gratitude for those of John Phil-
lips, deceased, ¢ who, being of the same committee,
faithfully and worthily assisted in the same commission,
but lived not to see the happy completion thereof.”

On the 13th of January, 1764, both branches met
in the College chapel, where Governor Bernard, at the
request of the President, gave the building the name of
Hollis Hall ; after which they listened to a gratulatory
oration in English, ¢ pronounced,” say the records,
“ with suitable and proper action by Taylor, a junior
sophister,” and then dined with the Corporation in
the College Hall.

In March, 1765, the legislature voted, that the cel-
lars and rooms of the new building should be let at a
rate to produce one hundred pounds annual rent; of
which sum ten pounds should be reserved to keep it
in repair, and the residue be applied to the support
of tutors and the purchase of books for the Library.

HOLLIS HALL, ERECTED IN 1763.
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Governor Bernard’s Arrival in Massachusetts. — ¢¢ Pietas et Gratulatio
Collegii Cantabrigiensis* prepared at his Suggestion.— Inhabitants
of Hampshire County petition the Legislature for a Charter for
a new College. — Not granted. — Governor Bernard promises the
Petitioners a Charter.— The Overseers remonstrate. — Their Rea-
sons-against Founding a new College. — Motives of the Hampshire
Petitioners.— The Project defeated.— Harvard Hall.— The Li-
brary and Philosophical Apparatus destroyed by Fire. — Efforts
of the Friends of the College.— General Court vote to rebuild
Harvard Hall. — Measures taken to procure a new Library and
Apparatus. — Benefactors on this Occasion.— Overseers interfere
with the Discipline of the Seminary.— Delinquents reinstated. —
Protest of President Holyoke.— His Death and Character.

GoverNoR BerNArRD arrived in Massachusetts, as
successor to Governor Pownall, in August, 1760, and
took his seat in the board of Overseers in October.
He early manifested an interest in the character and
success of the College ; and, on the death of George
the Second, and accession of George the Third, which
occurred at that period, he suggested the expedien-
cy of expressing sympathy and congratulation on these
events, in conformity with the practice of the English
Universities. Accordingly, in March, 1761, proposals
were placed in the College chapel for six composi-
tions, a Latin oration, poem, elegy, and ode, and an
English poem and ode, celebrating the death of the
one King and the accession of the other. Six guineas
were proposed as prizes for the best performances, at
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the rate of a guinea for each, the candidates to be
either members of the College, or graduates within
the last seven years.

These proposals resulted in a work, entitled,
“Pjetas et Gratulatio Collegii Cantabrigiensis apud
Novanglos.” In January, 1762, the Corporation pass-
ed a vote,  that the collections in prose and verse in
several languages composed by some of the members
of the College, on the motion of his Excellency our
Governor, Francis Bernard, Esquire, on occasion of the
death of his late Majesty, and the accession of his
present Majesty, be printed ; and that his Excellency
be desired to send, if he shall judge it proper, a copy
of the same to Great Britain, to be presented to his
Majesty, in the name of the Corporation.”

Governor Bernard not only suggested the work, but
contributed to it. Five of the thirty-one compositions,
of which it consists, were from his pen. The address
to the King is stated to have been written by him, or
by Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson. Its style and
turn of thought indicate the politician rather than the
student, and savour of the senate-chamber more than
of the academy. The classical and poetic merits of
the work bear a fair comparison with those of Euro-
pean Universities on similar occasions, allowance be-
ing made for the difference in the state of science and
literature in the respective countries; and it is the
most creditable specimen extant of the art of printing,
at that period, in the Colonies. The work is respect-
fully noticed by the ¢ Critical ” and “ Monthly ” Re-
views, and an ode of the President is pronounced by
hoth to be written in a style truly Horatian. In the
address prefixed, the hope is expressed, that, as ¢“Eng-
lish Colleges have had kings for their nursing fathers,
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and queens for their nursing mothers, this of North
America might experience the royal munificence, and
look up to the throne for favor and patronage.” In
May, 1763, letters were received from Jasper Mauduit,
agent of the Province, mentioning *the presentation to
his Majesty of the book of verses from the College,”
but the records give no indication of the manner in
which it was received. The thoughts of George the
Third were occupied, not with patronizing learning in
the Colonies, but with deriving revenue from them,
and Harvard College was indebted to him for no act
of acknowledgment or munificence.

In January, 1762, a petition for a charter of a new
college in the County of Hampshire was prepared and
circulated by some of the inhabitants of that county
and of the other western districts of Massachusetts.
Local convenience, and the advantages to be derived
from multiplying seminaries of learning, were the osten-
sible motives; but discontent with the liberal religious
views of Harvard College was one of the active causes,
which induced the Calvinists of that region to attempt
to establish a seminary in their vicinity, which should
be exclusively under their control. This petition was
first presented to the Council of the Province on the
29th of January, and was rejected by a large majority,
after a long debate. The next day the House of Rep-
resentatives, under the influence of the members from
the western counties, sent for the bill, and a vote in
favor of it was obtained by a small majority. This
success was said to have been caused by the fact, that
“many members of the House, who were in reality
against the bill, relying upon its rejection by the Coun-
cil, voted for it notwithstanding, in order to bring the
western members to favor an application, then pend-

VOL. IL 14

105

CHAPTER
XXV.

Petition for
a college in
the County
of Hamp-
shire.



106

HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

cuarrer ing before the General Court, for building a new
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hall at Cambridge, for Harvard College.” * Coinci-
dence in religious opinions among the members of
the House had also an undoubted influence in pro-
ducing this result. With a policy usual in such at-
tempts, a clause was inserted in the bill, ¢ that the
college should be no charge to the public’’; but the
impracticability of binding future times by a provision
of this kind was too apparent to add any strength to
the project, and, when presented to the Council for
concurrence, the bill was rejected.

The friends of the bill had prepared a refuge in
case of this event; and some of them immediately
declared, that they had the promise of a charter from
Governor Bernard. Accordingly, a few days after,
the Governor informed his Council, that he had signed
a charter for establishing a college in the County of

. Hampshire. A power of this kind had never before

been exercised ; and it was denied to belong to the
executive of the Province. Several of the Overseers,
upon a knowledge of the proceeding, waited upon
Governor Bernard, and requested that he would not
grant the charter, until the Overseers of the College
had had a meeting upon the subject.

On the 8th of March, 1762, the Overseers met,
and Governor Bernard laid before them ¢ the charter
he had prepared for the establishment of a college,
or collegiate school, in the County of Hampshire.”
After a debate, at which the Governor was present, the
board voted, that such a college or school would be
greatly prejudicial to Harvard College, and appointed
a committee to wait upon Governor Bernard with a

* See Appendix, No. VIIIL
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request, that he would not grant this charter; and a
committee was appointed, consisting of Brigadier-
General Brattle, James Bowdoin, Dr. Chauncy, Dr.
Mayhew, and Samuel Adams, to assign reasons against
granting it.

This committee, on the 18th of March, reported to
the Overseers ‘¢ Reasons against founding a College or
Collegiate School in the County of Hampshire ; hum-
bly offered to Governor Bernard by the Overseers.”
The substantial grounds urged in opposition to this
charter were, that Harvard College had been origin-
ally founded by our forefathers with a view to the
general interest of learning and religion in the country,
and that the common public good had been deemed
closely connected with its prosperity ; — it was open to
Christians of all denominations, and the rights of con-
science had been always duly observed ; — its original
design, ¢ the education of the youth of this country in
knowledge and godliness,” had ever been strenuously
endeavoured ; — the founding another college in the
Province was unnecessary, and would be prejudicial to
Harvard College, and to the common interests of learn-
ing and religion in the country. Whether called a
Collegiate School, or Academy, it was a real College,
founded as a rival to that in Cambridge,— set up in
competition with, if not in direct opposition to it, —
the powers proposed to be given being in no re-
spect inferior, and in some respects greater, than
those possessed by Harvard ; and, if in any respect
they were inferior, they, who should have influence
enough to establish it, would also soon have influence
enough to get defects supplied and their privileges
extended ; — under whatever pretences concealed, it
was intended to be a competitor with the College at
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cnaerer Cambridge, and would operate to its disadvantage in

XXV.

proportion to the number and wealth, reputation and
influence, the new college could attract for its sup-
portﬁ;——oue college was sufficient for the Province ;
and, although in ancient and rich countries competi-
tion and rivalry might be useful, yet it would be very
different in a young country, poor and without re-
sources ; — Harvard College was yet in its infant
state, poor and but meanly endowed ; — founding
another would be the most effectual way to prevent
its future sufficient endowment by the streams of
those bounties, which would otherwise flow to it
exclusively ; — contests would result, not concern-
ing the advancement of science, but for obtaining
the most benefactions, or the greatest amount of pub-
lic patronage ; — the effect of which would be, not
only to injure Harvard College, but to render both
institutions inadequate to furnish such an education
as colleges ought to be able to afford ; — through
novelty, convenience, or supposed cheapness, it would
not be unlikely, that, after a few years, a great pro-
portion of the youth of the Province might actually
be sent thither, not only to the prejudice of Harvard,
but consequently to a real hurt to the general interest
of literature and religion. For although, by these
means, more might receive what is usually called a
liberal education, and what might pass for a very good
one with many, yet it would be rather a disadvan-
tage than the contrary, as it would prevent a suf-
ficient, though smaller number of youth being sent to
Cambridge, where they would be, unquestionably,
much more thoroughly instructed and far better quali-
fied for doing service to their country, and thus many
important civil offices, and a great part of the pulpits,
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would be filled with comparatively unlettered persons, roess

to the detriment of the Commonwealth and churches ;
— nothing could be more injurious to science than to
go on multiplying colleges, without having a single
one well endowed ; — the establishing two colleges in
a Province requiring only one, would create separate
interests, and a division of the strength, wealth, and
affections of the people; the expense of supporting
one College well and honorably, would be much less
than supporting two, meanly and parsimoniously. The
wisdom of our fathers, prompted by their love and
strong attachment to learning, had laid the foundation
of this seminary, in the pleasing hope, that by the pru-
dent care and ingenuous liberality of successive gen-
erations it might one day arrive to the dignity and ex-
tensive usefulness of a University, and to this end
had placed Harvard in a situation at once healthy and
agreeable, and under the direct superintendence of one
branch of the legislature, and in the vicinity of the
capital, whereby it became subject to a much more
constant and vigilant oversight. The proposed insti-
tution would counteract and defeat the truly noble de-
signs of our forefathers, would split the friends of sci-
ence into parties and factions and interfering interests,
prejudicial to the advancement of learning, to the
endowment of Professorships, and to the so much
needed enlargement of the public buildings; — and
would diminish the value of academical degrees,
making them of little worth and utility, since their
value is but in proportion to the extent, dignity, repu-
tation, and honor of the college by which they are
granted ; by means of which a fatal blow would be
given to the interests of learning in this country.*

* See Appendix, No. VIIL
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This remonstrance was passed unanimously by the
board of Overseers. When presented to Governor
Bernard, he replied, that it had never been his inten-
tion to do any thing prejudicial to Harvard College ;
and that, on the contrary, being partial to its interests,
he would suspend the issuing of the obnoxious char-
ter, and should not assist any applications for a similar
charter elsewhere. This was the general purport of
his formal answer to the Overseers. He let the board
understand, however, that he should ¢ put the affair
of the charter out of his own hands, to be determined
upon by those who had authority to direct him,” and
advised, that a committee should be appointed to draw
up the reasons against granting the charter, to ac-
company his representations to the British ministry.

A committee for this purpose was accordingly ap-
pointed by the Overseers, ¢ to guard against the
influence of any application made, in Great Britain,
by the Hampshire petitioners.”” This committee pre-
pared a letter, of the nature of a circular address,
and transmitted to their several confidential and in-
fluential friends in England a copy of the remon-
strance of the Overseers. Their letter is indicative
of the bold and independent spirit, which began to
actuate the leading men in the Province. They doubt
the powers of the Governor to grant such a char-
ter, or any charter. They have taken the opinion
of learned counsel in the law, which they transmit, by
which it will be seen he has no such power. They
doubt whether it resides ‘‘indeligably >’ even in the
King. They intimate, that the Province charter, grant-
ed by King William and Queen Mary, ¢ has abridged
the Crown, so far as regards this Province, of such a
power.” They entreat their English friends to prevent
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the granting such a charter, for, even if it prove not
good, the granting it would have a tendency to effect
for the proposed college a solid establishment; and
they conclude with declaring, that ¢“all the well-
wishers to the literature of the Province (excepting
those concerned in the intended new college) have
the prevention of its establishment greatly at heart,
deeming that it will be greatly prejudicial to the inter-
ests of learning in the Province.” * It is manifest
that religious differences were the occasion of this at-
tempt, from a note annexed to the original draft of this
letter, by which it appears, that the advocates of the
proposed charter had insinuated, ¢ that the governors
of Harvard College neglect to propagate orthodox
principles of religion and vital piety, and that a prin-
cipal end proposed in founding' another seminary is to
remedy this supposed defect in the present method
of education.” ¢ This insinuation,” the committee
subjoin, ¢ we think very injurious, not only to the
immediate government and Corporation, but to the
board of Overseers.”

The remonstrance and the circular letter against
the newcharter were drafted by Mayhew,t and ap-
proved by Chauncy; and it cannot be doubted that
the zeal these divines displayed in support of Har-
vard College, and the friendship subsisting between
them and its governors, were deemed indicative of the
religious tendencies of the seminary, and were the oc-
casion of alarm to all the strict adherents to the high
Calvinistic faith.

The scheme for a new college was at this time
defeated ; and the misfortune, which Harvard soon

* See Appendix, No. VIIL t Ibid., No. IX.
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philosophical apparatus, turned the current of sympa-
thy and patronage into its ancient channel; and no
project, which tended to obstruct its restoration, found
public favor or countenance. Public attention became
soon absorbed in the contests, which preceded the war
of the American Revolution; and it was not until
many years after its.termination, that the scheme was
revived, and, under the influences of greatly ‘increased
wealth and population, became ultimately successful.

The opening of the year 1764 had been distinguish-
ed by the completion of Hollis Hall, under the pat-
ronage of the legislature; but the bright sky, which
thus dawned on Harvard, was early obscured by the

heaviest cloud that ever burst on the head of our Alma

Mater. Three days after the dedication of the new
edifice, the small-pox, the dreaded scourge of the pe-
riod, appeared in Boston. The members of the legis-
lature sought refuge in Cambridge, and took possession
of Harvard Hall. The Governor and Council occupi-
ed the Library, and the Representatives the apartment
below. The night of the 24th of January was severely
cold and tempestuous, and, it being vacation, and the
students absent, only three persons lodged in the
College buildings. At midnight, during a storm of
snow, accompanied by a high wind, the air was sud-
denly illuminated by a conflagration, of which Harvard
Hall was the subject and the victim. Massachusetts,
Stoughton, and Hollis Halls, and Holden Chapel,
were all in imminent danger, and were each on fire.
The two former blazed forth several times, in differ-
ent places; but, by the vigorous efforts of the citizens
of Cambridge, united with those of the Governor
of the province and the members of the legislature,
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the progress of the flames was arrested, and all were
saved except Harvard, the most valuable of the halls,
which, with the best library and philosophical ap-
paratus in America, comprising the collections and
donations of more than a century, utterly perished.
At this day, it is perhaps impossible to realize the loss
then actually sustained, or the feeling of desolation
spread throughout the Province;* but it was not ac-
companied by either despair or despondence. Great
as the misfortune was, it happily occurred at a mo-
ment, when the legislature of the Province had just
evinced a favorable disposition to the College by the
erection of Hollis Hall, and when the people of Mas-
sachusetts were guided by those distinguished men,
who soon after led the way to national independence.
Many of them were alumni of the College ; and they
all acknowledged the importance of the institution,
and united in measures to repair the losses it had
sustained. By their zeal and energy, Harvard Hall
soon rose from its ashes, and a library, more valua-
ble and richly endowed than the former, was col-
lected within its walls.

At the first meeting of the legislature of the Prov-
ince after the destruction of Harvard Hall, Governor
Bernard recommended that they should take imme-
diate measures to repair the loss, and advocated the
restoration of the edifice, not on the principle of gen-
erosity or favor, but on that of duty. ¢ As this ex-
traordinary event has come, while the building was in
your immediate occupation, there seems to be an ob-
ligation that you should replace it.”

The legislature, on the same day, resolved unani-
mously, that Harvard Hall be rebuilt at the expense
of the Province, granted two thousand pounds to be-

* See Appendix, No. X,
VOL. II. 15
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branches to superintend the work, consisting of nearly
the same individuals, who had displayed such zeal,
judgment, and fidelity in the erection of Hollis Hall.
They also granted one hundred pounds to purchase a
water engine for the College, and, a few days after,
made appropriations for the indemnification of those
students, who had lost books and furniture by the
destruction of their rooms in Harvard Hall.

The Corporation and Overseers were not less faith-
ful to the interests of the seminary. Lieutenant-
Governor Hutchinson and Dr. Chauncy were the
chairmen of the committees raised in both boards to
set forward subscriptions, and solicit assistance from
all persons disposed to aid in repairing the losses the
seminary had sustained. Letters were addressed by
these committees to Jasper Mauduit, the agent of the
Province in England ; to Thomas Hollis, the third
benefactor of that name; to Dr. Avery, chairman of
the committee of Dissenters, and to others, ¢ desiring
their interests with their respective friends in favor of
the College.” In America, besides special agents, the
clergy of all denominations were appointed to receive
donations in money or books; and all the Overseers
who had correspondents abroad, or influence at home,
were enjoined to use their friendly offices to obtain
benefactions. These exertions of the guardians of the
seminary were attended with a success equally grati-
fying and unprecedented. To enumerate all the
benefactors, who appeared on this occasion would be
to record the names of almost every individual of
wealth and public spirit in the Province.* To name

* See Appendix, No. XI.
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only the most distinguished would be to make dis-
criminations in a case, where the amount was often
regulated by want of means, and not of disposition.
Some subscribed books ; others, articles of philosophi-
cal apparatus; others, money.

In Great Britain the spirit of place, or of party, had
no influence upon the spirit of sympathy, and the
subscriptions were equally liberal. Thomas Hollis,
emulating the liberal disposition of his uncle, sub-
scribed at once four hundred pounds sterling, to be
divided equally between the library and the appara-
tus. Among the English Dissenters, Harvard College
had, at all times, been the object of munificent pat-
ronage, and the names of many individuals, distin-
guished among them for influence and intellectual
power, stand high on the list of benefactors, by ap-
pearing in this hour of her distress. The Episco-
palians, also, unmindful of the jealousies, at that
moment in active excitement against them in the
Province, and of the asperities to which they had
been exposed, gave honorable evidence of their ca-
tholicism and charity. The Archbishops, both of Can-
terbury and York, subscribed, and used their influence
in its favor. Their donations, and those of other
members of the Episcopal church, were gratefully ac-
knowledged by the Corporation, and their names
placed in the library of the seminary over alcoves, which
their liberal and catholic spirit had filled with books.

In June,; 1764, Governor Bernard, accompanied by
the committee appointed by the General Court to re-
build Harvard Hall, laid the corner-stone of the
building,* and in June, 1766, it was completed, at an

* See Appendix, No. XIIL.
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expense of twenty-three thousand dollars. In a few
years, by the concentrated efforts and influence of in-
dividuals and the Provincial government, a library
was collected, which soon acquired an extension cor-
responding to the increase and prosperity of the
colonies.®

The last years of Holyoke’s presidency comprehend
few occurrences of general interest; but justice re-
quires that one transaction, in which the Corporation
and Overseers interfered, from motives at least ques-
tionable, with the discipline of the immediate govern-
ment, should not be omitted in this history.

In April, 1768, a number of undergraduates con-
tinued to withhold compliance with some injunction
made by the authority of the College. Great dis-
turbances occurred ; the tutors’ windows were broken
with brickbats, their lives endangered, and other out-
rages committed. By a vote of the immediate govern-
ment, confirmed by the Corporation, three students
were expelled ; others were rusticated, and some ring-
leaders ¢ gave up their chambers and renounced their
relation to the College,” and thus withdrew them-
selves from the power of the College government.
On_the 18th of May following, order being restored,
three of those students, who had thus evaded pun-
ishment petitioned for readmission. But, ¢ being con-
victed of being principal actors in these unlawful
combinations,” their application was rejected by the
immediate government, who voted that no applica-
tion for their readmission should be received within
twelve months, and, if ever they were readmitted,
it should be into a lower class. On the 20th of

* See Appendix, No. XI.
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May the delinquents petitioned for a reconsideration
of the last vote. It was rejected by the immediate
government, who voted, that ¢ their request could
not be granted consistently with the honor of gov-
ernment and the support of good order in this so-
ciety.” Not content with this result, the students
appealed to the Corporation. On the 24th of June
this board took the appeal into consideration, andL
after recapitulating in their vote the preceding facts,
stated that-the crimes charged on the delinquents
were “ true, that they may be deemed principal actors
and ringleaders in the late riots and seditions, which
struck at the very being of the society,” and that,
“considering _the nature of their offence, and its hein-
ousness, the sentence of the immediate government
was no more than the just desert of their crimes.”
The Corporation then proceed, after remarking that
clemency often best answers the ends of government,
to\y;ote}‘:i remission of so much of the vote of the im-
mediate government as excluded the delinquents from
readmission within twelve months, but leaving the
penalty of their admission into a lower class unrepeal-
ed ; requiring even for this partial remission a public
confession of the crime for which they were censured.

The delinquents, dissatisfied with this result, appealed_

from the decision of the Corporation to theboard of
Overseers.

On the 5th of July following, the Overseers met
and voted, that, it appearing that the appeal of the
three delinquents to the Corporation had been ¢ de-
termined, when one of the members of that body
was absent, by the President’s giving his two voices,
the appeal be remitted to a full meeting of the Cor-
poration for further comsideration.” The Overseers
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ber, the weight of the Corporation would be thrown
against the decision- of the immediate government,
and that thus their responsibility would be changed
from deciding against both boards to deciding be-
tween the two. The event happened as was an-
ticipated. The Corporation met on the same day,
and after a formal recapitulation of the guilt of the
three offenders, declared the sentence pronounced by

the immediate government just. But, considering that
it was a time of gencral uneasiness in the College,

though without any just cause, that the delinquents

appear deeply sensible of their seditious conduct, and

_that ¢ many who have been great friends and benefac-
tors to the society have condescended to intercede in their

behalf,” they remit the punishment upon their humble
confession, and restore the offenders to their forfeited

places and privileges. At the same time the Corpo-

ration stated, that their vote was not intended as a
censure on the immediate government, whose zeal
and care to maintain the order of the society they
greatly laud; warning-the students not to consider
it as countenancing their seditious practices, and con-
(*ludmﬂr with stupendous threats, if they should be

encouraged by it to show any disrespect to the gov-

ernors of the College. This vote was subsequent-

ly approved by the board of Overseers; but Presi-

dent Holyoke caused his protest against the whole
R'rocreeding to be plaéch on their records and on
those of the Corporation. He saw and lamented
the weakness and injustice of thus allowing ring-
leaders in a rebellion to escape, because they were the

sons of men of influence or wealth, at the same time

that others, in truth less guilty, who were destitute of
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such external connexions, were subjected to the penal-

ties, and made to suffer the highest severities, the laws

of the College could inflict. No other proceeding of
those intrusted with the superintendence of the semi-
nary, apparently so exceptionable as these, occurs on
the College records. This protest was the last impor-
tant official act of President Holyoke, and the spirit
of vigorous independence and fidelity it exhibits is
equally honorable and exemplary. In the month of
June, 1769, after a long illness and extreme suffering,
in which his patience, firmness, and resignation to the
divine will were characteristically manifested, he rested
from his labors, leaving a reputation for great worth,
truth, and faithfulness.

Edward Holyoke was a native of Boston. He was
graduated at Harvard College in 1705, was chosen
Tutor in 1712, a Fellow of the Corporation in 1713,
and President in 1737. This office he held until his
death ; which occurred in 1769, at the age of eighty.
He was lamented, as a man and an officer, with un-
affected expressions of sorrow ; for, notwithstanding
his advaneed years, it was difficult to supply bhis
loss. The day after his death, the Corporation pass-
ed votes expressive of their ¢ great respect for his
memory, and their gratitude for his faithful services
to the Society for the space of nearly thirty-two
years.” At the same time they offered to his widow
the use of the President’s house for her residence
until they should have need of it, made an appro-
priation for defraying the expense of his funeral,
and appointed Professor Sewall to deliver an oration
on the ocecasion. In private life, President Holyoke
exhibited the qualities, which attract friendship, and
strengthen in the heart the cords of natural rela-
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cusprer tionship. Gentle, tender, and affectionate, he was
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endeared to the domestic and social circle; yet he
maintained his parental authority with great strictness,
and the directness of expression, for which he was
distinguished, amounted to bluntness. The discrepan-
cy which sometimes appeared between his language
and his feelings is illustrated by an anecdote related
by the Rev. Dr. West, for many years pastor of the
church in Hollis Street in Boston.* In the year 1757 .
West was admitted a member of the Freshman Class
in Harvard College ; but poverty clouded his pros-
pects, and his father consulted President Holyoke con-
cerning the pecuniary embarrassments, which were
likely to attend his collegiate course. In describing
this interview, Dr. West observes;

¢ Gratitude obliges me here to record an act of gen-
erosity in Mr. Holyoke, who was then the venerable
President of Harvard University, and who did, I he-
lieve, many similar acts of liberality. When my fa-
ther informed him, it was not in his power to furnish
me with a chamber within the walls of the College,
the good man replied, with his usual tartness of spirit,
— ¢He shall live in College ;> — and, while my father
felt himself rather hurt by this peremptory order, and
the manner in which it was expressed, which he
thought too severe, the President repaired to his
desk, and soon returned and handed him what was
called a Provinece note of forty-five pounds. ¢ Here,’
said he, ¢take it, and furnish your son’s chamber.’
This was done accordingly, and the same generosity
was repeated in several instances afterwards. I do
not think myself the only object of the good man’s

* In a manuscript autobiography, in the possession of his de-
scendants.
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generosity, by a great many. It was his common
practice thus to relieve poverty for the encouragement
of learning.”

The piety and charity of President Holyoke were
alike unostentatious; and the catholicism of his char-
acter shone forth with a mild and unobtrusive lustre,
in all the relations of life, whether public or private,
and in every place of his duties, whether the pulpit,
the assembly, or the College Hall.

His published works are few. Being aware, that it
was not for the interest of the College, that its head
should be numbered among controversialists, and thus
become exposed to the obloquy of jealous or interested
partisans, he was careful, after his acceptance of the
presidency, not to subject himself to animadversion by
discourses given to the public, either from the pulpit
or through the press.

The dignity with which he presided on Commence-
ment days and in all public collegiate meetings, his
power of commanding respect and supporting the
honor of his station, his classical and scientific attain-
ments, and the precision with which he fulfilled all his
duties, are frequent topics of contemporaneous eulogy.
They are thus set forth by Professor Sewall in a
funeral oration on his death.*

¢“In toto quidem literarum ambitu reluxit : in mathe-
matica vero presertim et philosophida naturali eminuit.
Probé calluit linguas eruditorum, Latinam probissimé.
Quam facilitér, quam numerosé, simul et quantd cum

* Oratio Funebris in Obitum Viri Reverendi pariter atque Honoran-
di D. Edvardi Holyoke, Collegii Harvardini Novanglorum Preesidis :
quam, in Aide Cantabrigiensi, inter efferendum, 8° idus Junias,
M,DCC,LXIX., habuit Stephanus Sewall, LL. OO. Professor Han-
cockianus. 8vo.
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ouARTeR dignitate eloquebatur, et comitiis annuis moderabatur !

Ars gubernandi, Preesidi pernecessaria, cam ipso nata
potilts est, quam acquisita. Oculorum ipse conjectus,
ut probé meminimus, observantiam coégit.

¢ Mira ejus accuratio summo erat Academiz usui.
Suam cuique rei assignavit horam; nec potuit quic-
quam impedire, quo minus, quod proposuerat, id pre-
stituto momento exequeretur. Ducem per omnia se-
cutus est naturam, eique, cum Catone, paruit.”

Fidelity and uprightness were the prominent features
of his character. In duty punctual; in judgment
sound ; in manners urbane; in his official relations
earnest, assiduous, and unremitting, he acquired the
confidence of the friends of the seminary and the
esteem of the public; and his administration was at
once the longest and one of the most prosperous in the
annals of Harvard College.

=S s Aol g

HARVARD BALL, ERECTED IN 1766.
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CHAPTER XXVI.

Endeavours to elevate the Standard of Learning in the College. —
Public Literary Exhibitions traced from their Origin. — Dissatisfac-
tion of the Overseers with the State of Elocution and with the Clas-
sical Studies.— Improvements suggested.— Rewards and Honors
for those who excel, proposed. — Public Recitations and Exercises
in Elocution, in Presence of the Visiting Committee of the Over-
seers, enjoined. — The higher Classics, and the Practice of trans-
lating English into Latin, introduced. — Stephen Sewall chosen In-
structer in Hebrew and Classical Learning ; his Plan of Classical
Studies ; elected and installed Hancock Professor of Hebrew and
other Oriental Languages. — Edward Wigglesworth elected and
installed Hollis Professor of Divinity.— Public Exhibitions before
the Visiting Committee of the Board of Overseers, established by the
Laws of the College.— New Distribution of the Tutors’ Services.—
Benefactors of the College. — Thomas Danforth. — Eliakim Hutch-
inson. —Thomas Hutchinson.— Paul Dudley. — William Dummer.
— John Alford. — Samuel Epes.— Thomas Hancock. — Timothy
Hollis. — Thomas Hollis, the third Benefactor of that Name,

THE impulse given to science and literature in Eng-
land, during the reign of Queen Anne, gradually
extended to Massachusetts, and the presidency of
Holyoke was distinguished by a series of persevering
and well-directed endeavours to elevate the standard
of learning in the College. In the first years of his
administration, some changes in the text-books and
exercises of the students were made, but the cus-
toms and rules of the College tardily yielded to the
influences of the period; and it was not until after
the middle of the eighteenth century, that effectual
improvements were introduced. At this day these
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changes appear inconsiderable, but they were adapt-
ed to the state of the times and of the seminary;
and, as they were the germs of many of the exist-
ing customs, laws, and practices of the institution,
the progress of some of them will be briefly traced.
These improvements generally originated in the board
of Overseers, where intelligent and practical men, of
influence and talent, such as Thomas Hutchinson,
Charles Chauncy, Jonathan Mayhew, and Samuel
Cooper, were active in promoting the advancement of
the College.

The dissatisfaction of the board of Overseers with
the state of elocution among the undergraduates, and
with the standard of classical attainments in the Col-
lege, was the origin of the present literary exhibitions,
which were at first only semiannual. In October, 1754,
a committee was raised in that board, ¢ to project some
new method to promote oratory.” This committee, in
the ensuing April, reported a project, which the Over-
seers accepted and recommended to the Corporation
for their consideration ; who accordingly in June, 1755,
voted, that, as ““an introduction to the promoting of
oratory and correct elocution among the students, the
usual declamations in the Chapel should be laid aside,
and in their stead the President should select some in-
genious dialogue, either from Erasmus’s Colloquies, or
from some other polite Latin author, and that he should
appoint as many students as there are persons in such
dialogue, each to personate a particular character, and
to translate his part into polite English, and prepare
himself to deliver it in the Chapel in an oratorical man-
ner ; ’— ¢ that the President should appoint the class,
who should choose some of their own members to per-
form the parts of such dialogue, as he shall assign them
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in the presence of the board of Overseers;” — and
¢ that the President, at convenient times, should read
an oratorical lecture to the students in the Chapel.”

In April, 1756, six students ¢ presented themselves
before the board of Overseers, and pronounced, in the
respective characters assigned them, a dialogue in the
English tongue, translated from Castalio, and then
withdrew.”* Whereupon ¢ the board unanimously ex-
pressed their acceptance and approbation,” and voted,
¢ that the several students aforesaid be sent for and
be acquainted, that the board are well pleased with
their performance, and desire them to proceed as they
have begun, that they may not only render themselves
ornaments to the College and an honor to their coun-
try, but may also excite an emulation in others to
excel in eloquence and oratorical attainments, and, in
the like manner, to merit the approbation of their
board.” The President was desired to read these
votes in the chapel; and a vote passed both boards,
for the continuance of ¢ these rhetorical and oratorical
exercises.”’

Contemporaneously with the attempt to improve the
elocution of the College, the same Committee had re-
ported, in April, 1755, that the fourth part of the
yearly income of the Hollis donation, and the whole
of the yearly income of other specified donations,
should be ¢applied to encourage the study of the
languages, by equally dividing the amount between
any three of the Junior Sophister Class, two of whom
should appear most expert in the Latin and the Greek,
and the third in the Hebrew language ; and the other
incomes of Mr. Hollis to be divided equally between

* Overseers’ Records.
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nine other Junior Sophisters, who should most excel
in the knowledge of said languages, the said scholars
to be all of good morals.”” The report was accepted
in the board of Overseers, and a vote was passed
recommending such a law to the Corporation.

This proposition received no countenance from the
Corporation, because such an application of the funds
was not justified by the tenor of the respective do-
nations ; but in March, 1757, they voted, ¢ respect-
ing the promoting and encouraging learning in the
College, that once in a quarter each class shall re-
cite to their Tutor, in the presence of the President,
Professors, and all the Tutors, in the several books
they are reciting to the respective Tutors, and that
the two senior classes do once a quarter, in the same
presence, but under the direction of the mathematical
professor, give some specimen of their progress in
philosophical and mathematical learning.”

By other votes the Corporation proposed, that, in the
distribution of the beneficiary funds, preference should
be given to those students who excelled in the dif-
ferent studies, provided they were not otherwise dis-
qualified ; and that the books distributed under the
Hopkins legacy should be given with reference to
those who might have distinguished themselves at
these quarterly recitations. At the same time they
voted, that the exercises of the Freshmen and Sopho-
mores, with their respective Tutors, on Friday morn-
ing (except when they declaim), *“be to read some
celebrated orations, speeches, or dialogues in Latin
or English, whereby they may be directed and assist-
ed in their elocution or pronunciation;” that the Tu-
tors attend the declamations in the. Chapel on Fri-
day morning, and that once a month the two senior



HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

classes have their disputations in English, in the foren-
sic manner, without being confined to syllogisms; —
that the number of opponents and respondents be
equal and that they speak alternately; the questions
to be given out by the Tutors at least a fortnight
beforehand.

These votes were approved by the board of Over-
seers on the 27th of April, 1757, with an amendment,
that the recitations should be ¢ publicly in the College
Hall.”

Notwithstanding the unanimity with which these
principles were adopted, it was found difficult to intro-
duce a practice so little in unison with the private
recitations, syllogistic forms, and solemn exercises of
ancient times. In April, 1759, the Overseers ¢ ascer-
tained, that the votes of the Corporation confirmed by
the Overseers, relative to the undergraduates perform-
ing quarterly their exercises publicly, before the Presi-
dent, Professors, and Tutors, had not been observed ;”’
the board therefore ¢ directed the President, Profes-
sors, and Tutors to conform thereto as soon as may
be; and, that the good design of the votes aforesaid
may be more fully answered,” they further proposed,
¢ that one of those public exercises be performed on
the days when the committee of the Overseers semi-

annually meet to inquire into the state of the College,

and that said committee be directed to be present and
attend the same.” These propositions were adopt-
ed with the limitation, ¢ that the committee of the
Overseers attend the exercises of the students only at
the meeting in April, from year to year.”

This recommendation of the Overseers was taken
up by the Corporation in April, 1760, who then passed
a vote, which in the ensuing May was approved by the
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Overseers, “ that fwice in @ year, in the Spring and Fall,
each class should recite to their Tutors, in the presence
of the President, Professors, and Tutors, in the sev-
eral books in which they are reciting to their respec-
tive Tutors, and that publicly in the College Hall or
Chapel ; and that the two senior classes do once every
half year, in the same presence, but under the direction
of the Mathematical Professor, give a specimen of their
progress in philosophical and mathematical learning.”

In October, 1761, the Overseers were informed by
their committee, ¢ that the students are not required
to translate English into Latin, nor Latin into English,
neither in verse nor prose;” and the committee ex-
pressed their opinion, ¢ that, if some or all of those ex-
ercises, according to the different geniuses of the stu-
dents were introduced, and some part of the present
exercises laid aside, as shall be judged most convenient,
an acquaintance with and skill in both languages
would be obtained in a more easy and expeditious way
than by the present mode of instruction ; and, in order
to excite an emulation, the committee thought it would
be convenient, that specimens of such translations and
other performances in classical and polite literature
should be from time to time laid before the board of
Overseers.” The committee expressed a ¢ further
opinion, that more classical authors should be intro-
duced and made part of the exercises, and that Horace
should be earlier entered upon than has of late been
practised.”

A vote passed the board of Overseers recommending
to the Corporation a conformity to these suggestions,
which were the origin of the present public literary
exhibitions before the visiting committee of the Over-
seers ; recitations and oratorical exercises being in-
cluded in the first design.
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The Overseers, however, soon found, that attending
recitations was an irksome task; and in May, 1762,
one of their committees reported, ¢ that they heard
the several classes recite in the books they usually
recite in before the Tutors ;. the exercises were laudably
performed, and gave the committee as much satisfac-
tion as they could expect from performances in that
manner ; but they did not afford sufficient scope for
the display of genius, nor seem enough calculated to
raise in the scholars an emulation to excel.” They
therefore suggest, that it would be *sufficient to exhibit
a few specimens of this kind, at these visitations, and
that the scholars should be prompted to exhibit any
thing of genius or spirit, agreeable to their own turn
of mind ; — that some should be put upon declaiming,
which might form them to a graceful elocution, if per-
formed before the committee with a. special view to
their own. credit in excelling; — some exercises, carried
on in parts between two or more, might have the
same good effects. Thus one might offer a thesis, and
say what he thought proper in defence of it, another
might reply, and this exercise might conclude with a
rejoinder ; — and these might be performed in English
or in one of the learned languages, agreeably to the
nature of the subject, or the talents or inclination of
the performers.”” The committee express their opinion,
‘“that such like exercises, approved by the President
and Tutors, exhibited from time to time before the
committees, would greatly tend to the improvement
of the scholars, and the credit and reputation of the
society.” This report was adopted, and it was re-
commended to the President and Tutors to conform
to the suggestion. At the same meeting the Over
seers, finding that the Tutors had not introduce

VOL. 1I. 17
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cuarter ¢ translations of English into Latin, and more classical

L authors,” as recommended in their former vote, passed
another, advising the President and Tutors to conform
to it, as soon as possible.

In the ensuing October, the Overseers, persever-
ing in their determination to carry their vote into
effect, specially instructed their semiannual visiting
committee ¢ to inquire what had been done relative to
translations, and the introduction of classical authors.”

and igtro- This committee, _in May, 1763, reported, ‘ that Hor-
ace 1s more in use than it has been, that Caesar’s
¢ Commentaries’ has been recently introduced, and
that the several classes translate English into Latin

once every fortnight.”
Porten In May, 1761, Stephen Sewall had been appointed
appointed  Hebrew instructer in the place of Mr. Monis, deceased ;
and in September, 1763, he presented a plan * for the
promotion of classical learning, and was immediately
made instructer in ¢ the other learned languages”’ be-
sides Hebrew, and the three lower classes were placed
under his tuition. In the year 1764, a foundation be-
ing laid for a professorship of Hebrew and other
Oriental languages, under the will of Thomas Han-
professor  cock, Mr. Sewall was raised to the office of Hancock
of Y% Professor, but with a provision, ‘that he go on with
the method he is now in, as to the instruction of

_ pupils.” :

and install- On the 19th of June, 1765, Mr. Sewall was pub-
' licly installed Hancock Professor of the Hebrew and
Biward, other Oriental Languages;. and, in Octobel:, Edward
worth Wigglesworth succeeded his father as Hollis Profes-
sor of Divinity, and was publicly installed on the 16th

* See Appendix, No. XI11L.



HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

of that month. On cach occasion a procession was
formed of the Overseers, Corporation, Professors, Tu-
tors, graduates, and students, from the College to the
Congregational Church, where, after an introductory
prayer, an oration was made by the President, and the
statutes of the founder were read. The Professor then
took the oath of allegiance to the government, and
made such declaration as was required, and, the Presi-
dent having announced the Professor’s official relation,
the latter delivered an inaugural address, and the cere-
monies were closed by a prayer, a psalm, and a
blessing. A public dinner was then given, in the Col-
lege Hall, to the different branches of the government
and to the invited guests.

On the instalment of Mr. Sewall, the President
. gratefully commemorated the recent public and pri-
vate benefactions to the College, and took an especial
notice of that of Thomas Hancock, in the founda-
tion of the Professorship of Hebrew and other Orien-
tal Languages, and of the generous spirit, with which
his intention and promise to subscribe five hundred
pounds sterling for the library of the institution,
had been fulfilled by his nephew and heir, John
Hancock.

At Mr. Wigglesworth’s instalment, besides his oath
to the government, the records of the Overseers state
¢ that he made such declarations of his religious prin-
ciples as were there required.” The tenor of these
declarations is not stated. But from the records of
the Corporation it appears, that in July, 1755, when
he was chosen Professor, ¢ the Corporation sent for
bim to make inquiry concerning his principles in Di-
vinity, whether they were orthodox, according to the
doctrines of the churches of Christ with us, to which
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he gave us full and satisfactory answers.” By the
records of the Overseers it appears, that, when the
President presented their choice of Mr. Wigglesworth
for the approval of the board, he “informed them, that
the Corporation had conversed with Mr. Wigglesworth
concerning his religious sentiments, and had received
full satisfaction.” With this general statement the
Overseers were content.

After a struggle of more than ten years, the Over-
seers effected their purpose, and in July, 1766, a law
was formally enacted in both boards, ¢ that twice in
the year, viz. at the semiannual visitation of the com-
mittee of the Overseers, some of the scholars, at the
direction of the President and Tutors, shall publicly
exhibit specimens of their proficiency, by pronouncing
orations and delivering dialogues, either in English or
in one of the learned languages, or hearing a forensic
disputation, or such other exercises as the President
and Tutors shall direct.”

The Overseers, while introducing these semiannual
visitations, public examinations, and literary exhibi-
tions, turned their attention to other improvements.
The custom of the College, established in early times,
when the scholars and instructers were few, was, that
each Tutor should teach all the branches to the class
assigned to him, throughout the whole collegiate course.
Although the objections to this custom were obvious,
it was too deeply rooted to be casily eradicated, and
high influences were called in aid of the attempt.
The same committee, therefore, now ¢ submitted it to
the consideration of the board, whether the services of
the Tutors might not be distributed among them in
such a manner as to make these services more advan-
tageous to the society than heretofore they have been.”
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The board immediately recommitted the subject to
the same committee, and, after joining with them
Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson and the President,
and desiring them to consult and take the advice of
Governor Bernard, directed them to report at the next
semiannual meeting.

In May, 1766, this committee reported “a plan for
the more proper distribution of the work and service
of the Tutors, which in their opinion will, when
carried into execution, be attended with many advan-
tages to the society ; but, as it will cause a great
change in the long-established manner of proceeding,
the committee did not think it proper to report that
it should be immediately entered upon, but submit
to the board the determination, whether the present
or some future time may be most convenient, and
whether any preparatory measures are necessary or
not.”

By the plan proposed,* one Tutor was to teach in
Greek, another in Latin, another in Logic, Meta-
physics, and Ethics, and the other in Natural Philoso-
phy, Geography, Astronomy, and the elements of
Mathematics ; and, after specifying the days of the
students’ attending on each Tutor, it provided, that en
Friday and Saturday each class should be instructed
by a distinct Tutor in Elocution, composition in Eng-
lish, Rhetoric, and other parts of the Belles Lettres ;
and that the Divinity Professors should instruct all the
scholars in Divinity. This plan received the imme-
diate sanction of the board, and the Corporation was
desired to make a law to carry it into execution.

In the November following, the Corporation adopted

* See Appendix, No. XIV.
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cuarrer the plan proposed by the Overseers, assigned their
XXV respective duties to the Tutors, and arranged the at-
tendance of the classes according to the principles of
the general outline suggested; and, by direction of
the board of Overseers, it took effect at the end of the
winter vacation, in January, 1767.
Ameliora- - ‘The progress of improvement at this period is indi-
ancient  cated Dby other ameliorations of the ancient laws.
The practice, under the first charter, of inflicting cor-
poral punishment, while the delinquent kneeled, in
the presence of the President, who superintended the
person executing the discipline, and began and end-
ed the chastisement with prayer, although never di-
rectly abrogated, had been long disused. When the
laws of the College were revised in 1734, the right
of punishing undergraduates by ¢ boxing ”” was deem-
ed so essential to discipline, that the exercise of it
was expressly. reserved to the President, Professors,
and Tutors. But in July, 1755, the Overseers voted,
that it should be ¢ taken away.” The Corporation,
however, probably regarded it as too important an
instrument of authority to be for ever abandoned,
and voted, ¢ that it should be suspended, as to the
execution of it, for one year.” When this vote came
before the Overseers for their sanction, the board hesi
tated, and appointed a large committee ¢ to conside
and make report what punishments they apprehend
Boxing dis- proper to be substituted instead of boxing, in case it
continued. .
be thought expedient to repeal or suspend the law,
which allows or establishes the same.” From this
period the law disappeared and the practice was dis-
continued. ‘
In May, 1760, the practice of sending the Freshmen
on errands came under the serious consideration of the
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board of Overseers, who, ¢ although they could not
agree entirely to abolish it,” yet recommended to the
Corporation to pass a law prohibiting their ¢ being
sent on errands after the ringing of the commons bell
in the evening.” 'This law the Corporation imme-
diately passed ; but it was to continue in force only
for one year. When the subject was brought before
the Overseers in the October following, they refused
to give their sanction to the law, and the custom
long continued in the seminary.

About the middle of the eighteenth century, the
practice of punishing by pecuniary mulcts began to
be considered objectionable. Although little regard-
ed by the students, they were very annoying to their
parents. The list of these mulcts exhibits a curious
aggregate of offences and punishments.* In 1761,
a committee, of which Lieutenant-Governor Hutch-
inson, Secretary Oliver, Dr. Chauncy, and Dr. May-
hew were members, were enjoined to consider of
some other method of punishing offenders. They did
not, however, deem it advisable to attempt abolish-
ing pecuniary mulcts altogether, but to diminish and
qualify their use by a system, which they recommend-
ed, and which, improved by time, was the basis of
that which since their abrogation has prevailed in the
College.

They proposed, that, in lieu of an increase of mulcts,
absences without justifiable cause from any exercise of
the College should subject the delinquent to warn-
ing, private admonition, exhortation to duty, and pub-
lic admonition, with a notification to parents; when
recitations had been omitted, performance of them

* See Appendix, No. XV.
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should be exacted at some other time ; and, by way of
punishment for disorders, confinement, and the per-
formance of exercises during its continuance should
be enjoined.

Many other improvements, in the collegiate text-
books, exercises, and principles of discipline, may be
traced to this period, and to the influence of the able
men, who then guided the board of Overseers.

Before entering on the troubled scenes, which pre-
ceded and attended the American Revolution, it is
proper to commemorate those generous patrons of the
College who have not yet been mentioned in this his-
tory. Thomas Danforth was among the earliest, most
steadfast, and faithful of its friends. Born in Eng-
land, in 1622, he was brought by his father to this
country in 1634, and became an inhabitant of Cam-
bridge. He held the office of Assistant, twenty years,
from 1659 until he was appointed Deputy Governor
of Massachusetts in 1679. He was afterwards placed
on the bench of the Superior Court of the Province,
and in 1681 was appointed President of the District
of Maine, then under the jurisdiction of Massachu-
setts. To the old provincial Charter his attachment
was zealous and invincible. With Gookin, Cooke, and
the other leaders of that party, he opposed sending
agents to England, and was ready to incur every
peril rather than submit to the acts of trade, which,
as the Colony was not represented in the Brit-
ish parliament, he considered as an infringement of
the liberties of the Province. Distinguished for pru-
dence, firmness, and activity, united with a fearless
and determined spirit, he became the favorite and
acknowledged leader of the popular party in opposing
the tyranny of Andros. Soon after the imprisonment
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of that governor, he prevented by his prudence and
influence many excesses, to which, in the violence of
the times, the people were tending. His undeviating
zeal, in favor of the old Charter, precluded him from
any appointment or employment under that of William
and Mary. The correctness of his judgment was
evinced by a firm and open opposition to the proceed-
ings of the courts of justice during the witchcraft
delusion. His chief residence was at Cambridge,
where he died in 1699, at the age of seventy-seven.

Mr. Danforth was Treasurer of the College from
1650 to 1658. He subsequently assisted in the ar-
rangement and care of its finances. His services to
the institution were numerous and disinterested ; and,
although he was not affluent, he bequeathed, as a
token of his affection, three valuable leases of land
in the town of Framingham, to the College. The
spirit of liberty animated him in this last act of his
bounty ; for a condition was annexed to this bequest,
that these estates should revert to his heirs, ¢ if any
prelatical injunction should be imposed on the socie-
ty.” The Corporation held these leases until 1750,
when they were sold for one hundred pounds, lawful
money, and the proceeds vested in the beneficiary
fund of the institution.*

Eliakim Hutchinson is entitled to rank among the
benefactors of Harvard College. He held the office
of Representative and Assistant under the old Charter,
and was a member of the first Council after the acces-
sion of William and Mary; and tradition has trans-

¥ See Eliot's and Allen’s Biog. Dict. — Hutchinson’s History of
Massachusetts Bay.— Collections of the Massachusetts Historical So-
ciety, First Series, Vol. L p. 229. — Farmer’s Genealogical Register.
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that period. ¢ In 1698 he gave ten pounds, New Fng-
land money, to the College, declaring, that it was his
purpose to give ten pounds per annum as long as the
government there was such as he approved.” He was
faithful to his promise, and paid that amount annually
to the College Treasurer till his death, which. occurred
in 1717, at the age of seventy-eight; and, the year
after that event, his widow also gave ten pounds to
the seminary.

Thomas Hutchinson, son of Elisha Hutchinson, and
father of Thomas Hutchinson, the Governor and his-
torian of Massachusetts, was born in 1674. He was a
distinguished merchant of Boston, and was elected
a Counsellor of the Province, during twenty-five
years successively, from 1714 until his death, in 1739,
at the age of sixty-five. He is characterized as a
true friend of his country, courting neither power nor
popularity, sound in judgment, and exemplary in all
the relations of life. By his last will he bequeathed
to Harvard College three hundred pounds, lawful
money.

Paul Dudley, son of Governor Joseph Dudley, de-
serves to be considered as a benefactor to the College,
although his bounty was limited to the foundation of
a yearly lecture to be delivered within its walls. He
was born in Roxbury, in the year 1675, took his de-
gree at Harvard in 1690, commenced the study of the
law in this country, went to England, and completed
his legal education in the Temple. Having returned
to this country in 1702, he received from Queen Anne
the commission of Attorney-General of the Province.
As Dudley commenced his career with great zeal on
the side of prerogative, and supported measures, which
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tended to abridge the privileges of the Colony, he be-
came unpopular, and shared with his father the bitter
animosity of the Mathers. But the talent and inde-
pendence he exhibited in the offices he subsequently
held, gradually restored him to the favor of the people.
In 1718 he was raised to the bench, and was finally
made Chief Justice of the Province ; in which office
his conduct obtained universal approbation.

During the latter part of Leverett’s administration
he joined those who were malecontent with the Cor-
poration. It is not known that he afterwards inter-
fered with the affairs of the College.

By his last will he gave to Harvard College one
hundred pounds sterling, to be applied as he should
direct, and by an instrument under his hand and seal,
he afterwards ordered the yearly interest to be applied
to supporting an anniversary sermon or lecture, to be
preached at the College, on the following topics.
The first lecture was to be for ¢ the proving, explain-
ing, and proper use and improvement, of the principles
of Natural Religion;” the second, ¢ for the confirma-
tion, illustration, and improvement of the great articles
of the Christian Religion;” the third, ¢ for the de-
tecting, convicting, and exposing the idolatry, errors,
and superstitions of the Romish Church ;” the fourth,

¢ for maintaining, explaining, and proving the wvalid-
29 8}

ity of the ordination of ministers or pastors of the
churches, and so their administration of the sacra-
ments or ordinances of religion, as the same hath been
practised in New England from the first beginning of
it, and so continued to this day.” The instrument
proceeds to declare, that he does not intend to in-
validate Episcopal ordination, or that practised in
Scotland, at Geneva, and among the Dissenters in
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cuarTER  Fingland, and in this country, all which “I esteem
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very safe, scriptural, and valid.” He directed these
subjects to be discussed in rotation, one every year,
and appointed the President of the College, the Pro-
fessor of Divinity, the pastor of the First Church in
Cambridge, the Senior Tutor of the College, and the
pastor of the First Church in Roxbury, trustees of
these lectures, which commenced in 1755, and have
since been annually continued without intermission.
William Dummer was one of the most experienced
and practical statesmen -in the period of provincial
history. Being in England in 1716, he was appointed
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province, through the in-
terest of Sir William Ashurst; and he held the office
until 1730, when he was superseded by the appoint-
ment of Mr. Tailer. Few public men enjoyed, or
have transmitted, a purer or more cnviable reputa-
tion. In 1722, when Governor Shute returned to
England for the purpose of instituting articles of
complaint against the House of Representatives for
encroaching on the King’s prerogative, the office
of commander-in-chief of the Province devolved on
Lieutenant-Governor Dummer, which he sustained
with no less fidelity to the King than to the Prov-
ince ; the interest and rights of which he bent the
whole force of his powerful mind to maintain, avoid-
ing unprofitable controversies. All the historians of
the period speak of him in terms of high honor.
¢ cannot help heaping encomiums upon Lieutenant-
Governor Dummer,” says Douglas, with whom the
language of praise was not easy or familiar. ¢ Mr.
Dummer’s administration,” says Hutchinson, ¢ has
been justly well spoken of.” ¢ He retired with hon-
or, and was soon elected to the Council, where,
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from respect for his former commission, he took the
place of President; but, being thought too favorable
to the prerogative, after two or three years he was
left out.”” He passed the rest of his life in the
bosom of his family in dignified retirement ; enjoying
the meed of the consciousness of a virtuous and useful
life, and having, for the circle of his friends, men of
sense, virtue, and religion. By Eliot, he is said  not
to have been a favorite of the popular party, but highly
respected by all parties, when their prejudices did not
operate.” He was a native of Massachusetts, and
died in 1761, at the age of eighty-four.* By his last
will he bequeathed two hundred pounds, lawful money,
to the College; and left a great part of his estate
for charitable uses.

John Alford was a merchant, resident in Charles-
town, and a member of the Executive Council of the
Province. He accumulated great wealth, and died in
September, 1761, at the age of seventy-five, leaving a
large portion of his estate for pious and charitable
uses. The power of selecting the objects to which
his bounty should be applied he vested in his execu-
tors, Edmund Trowbridge and Richard Cary, Esquires,
and they early determined that one of them should be
Harvard College. In March, 1765, they began to
make payments into the College treasury; and in June,
1782, the amount of these payments had exceeded
thirteen hundred pounds, lawful money. The sum
had been given on an agreement, that the Corporation
should hold it, and add the interest to the principal

* Hutchinson’s History of Massachusetts.— Eliot’s Biographical
Dictionary, Art. Dummer. — Byles’s Sermon on the Death of William
Dummer.
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cuarrer until such a capital should be ¢ raised, as that the
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interest thereof would be sufficient to support in said
College a professor of some particular science of public
utility, and then to be regularly appropriated to that
use.” In February, 1789, the executors caused an
instrument to be executed, appropriating the said
accumulated capital and interest for the support of a
Professor of Natural Religion, Moral Philosophy, and
Civil Polity, in the College, and setting forth at large
the duties of the Professorship, and qualifications of
the Professor.*

Samuel Epes was descended from a family distin-
guished in the early anmnals of the colony, for worth
and public services. His maternal ancestor, Samuel
Symonds was one of the most eminent men of his
time, held successively various offices of trust and
honor, and was chosen, in 1673, Deputy-Governor
of the Province, an office he retained until his death.
Symonds Epes, his father, was for many years a
member of the Council, and was highly esteemed by
his contemporaries. He died in 1741, and his widow
married President Holyoke.

Samuel Epes was born in 1733, and graduated at
Harvard College in 1751. He studied law and estab-
lished himself in practice at Ipswich Hamlet, now
Hamilton, the residence of his family. He was highly
respected 1n his profession, became early and deservedly
popular, was elected the representative of the town in
the General Court, and was regarded as one of the
most promising young men of the period. He fell a
victim to a lingering consumption in the twenty-seventh
year of his age, and died in Cambridge, at the house

* See Appendix, No. XVI.
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of President Holyoke, in 1760. By his last will,
among other legacies for pious and charitable uses, he
bequeathed three hundred pounds, lawful money, to
Harvard College.

Thomas Hancock, the first native American who
laid the foundation of a Professorship in any literary
institution, was the son of the Rev. John Hancock
of Lexington, a clergyman distinguished for talent
and influence, and highly respected by his contem-
poraries. 'Thomas Hancock was born in 1703, and
served his time as an apprentice with Colonel Hench-
man, a stationer, in Boston; but, soon enlarging the
sphere of his business, he became one of the most
eminent merchants of New England, and amassed a
fortune of upwards of seventy thousand pounds ster-
ling. Enterprising, judicious, and successful, he was
an active citizen of the town of Boston, frequently
employed in its service, and for many years a member
of the Legislative Council of the Province. He died
in 1764, and by his will, after distributing large sums
in other charities, he bequeathed one thousand pounds
sterling to Harvard College for the foundation of a
Professorship ¢ of the Oriental languages, especially
the Hebrew, in said College.”* A short time before
his decease, he signified his intention to subscribe five
hundred pounds sterling towards restoring the library.
tis sudden death prevented him from giving legal
validity to this promise ; but it was honorably fulfilled
by his nephew and heir, John Hancock, of revolution-
ary celebrity, who also gave an additional sum of
about fifty-five pounds sterling, for the same ohject.t
The books purchased with these donations amounted
to one thousand and ninety-eight volumes, and were

* See Appendix, No. XVIL + See Appendix, No. XVIIIL
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cuaprer  deposited in an alcove in the library, ¢ distinguished
XXVL .
by the name of Hancock in golden letters.”

s e Two individuals of the name of Hollis appeared
among those benefactors of the College, whose munifi-
cence was exerted to repair the loss of its library.
Timothy Hollis, who gave twenty pounds sterling for
this purpose, died at an advanced age, in 1791. Pos-
sessing an ample fortune, he was distinguished, like
other members of his family, for an attachment to the
principles of civil and religious liberty, and for liberal
contributions for their extension. The declaration of
Independence and the war of the Revolution probably
prevented the institutions in America from being af-
terwards objects of his bounty."

’}I‘{gﬁrir:sof Thomas Hollis, the third benefactor of that name,

Lincols  js distinguished in the records of Harvard College
as of Lincoln’s Inn. He was born in London in
1720, and, being educated as the heir of the great
estates of his father and uncle, he passed some years
of his youth and early manhood in travelling on the
continent of Europe. Although he took chambers at
Lincoln’s Inn, and commenced the study of the law,
he never entered on its practice, but apparently re-
garded the acquisition of that science as a preparation
for usefulness in the legislative councils of his country.
His biographer intimates, that this design was laid
aside from his being unwilling to make the sacrifice
of principle required to obtain a seat in Parliament.
His life was passed in literary pursuits, and in active
endeavours for the extension of civil and religious
freedom. By patronizing the publication of the works
of Milton, Sydney, Locke, and those of writers of a
kindred spirit, and by distributing them, as donations,
to the principal libraries of Europe and America, he




HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

manifested his republican principles, and thus became
obnoxious to high royalists ; being considered as en-
couraging the tendency to independence, which at that
period began to appear in the colonies. There was
certainly foundation for this opinion ; since he not only
transmitted to America works adapted to inspire the
love of liberty, but also caused the writings of Dr.
Mayhew, ¢“The Rights of the British Colonies As-
serted and Proved,” by James Otis, and ¢ A Disser-
tation on the Canon and Feudal Law,” by John
Adams, to be printed and circulated in England, at
his own expense.

The attention of Mr. Hollis was first attracted to-
ward Harvard College by the munificence of his father
and uncle to this institution. In 1758, by transmit-
ting the works of Milton and forty-five volumes of
tracts to the library of the College, he commenced
a succession of donations, which he continued during
the remainder of his life. Many of the volumes he be-
stowed were splendidly bound, and the covers stamped
with a characteristic emblem, or device. Some are
marked by a liberty cap, or an owl, holding in its
talons a pen, with the motto * By deeds of peace”;
others by the effigy of Liberty, holding in her right
hand her cap, and in her left a spear. On the
blank leaves and margins he frequently inserted sen-
timents he wished to circulate, or remarks illustra-
tive of the author. When the Corporation of Har-
vard College solicited his picture, he replied; ¢ The
effigies, which you desire may be seen at this time,
in your library, feature by feature ; though, indeed, it
would require an exact eye and some time to cull out
and put those features together;’’ ¢ meaning,” says
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his biographer,* ¢ that his principles might be culled
from the books he sent, Milton, Sydney, Locke, Moles-
worth, &c., and from the short manuscript notes he
was accustomed to insert in the blank leaves.” Mr.
Hollis not only carefully selected the best editions,
but often personally superintended the packing of the
volumes he gave; and, when a great number he had
prepared were destroyed by fire,t at his bookbinder’s,
he immediately commenced another collection which
he soon sent to the College. He subscribed two hun-
dred pounds sterling towards the restoration of Har-
vard Hall, and his contributions towards the library
were unremitted.

The interest of Hollis in this seminary was proba-
bly strengthened by his intimacy with Dr. Mayhew,
for whose talents and character he entertained the
highest respect and admiration. In a letter written
to Edmund Quincy, the intimate friend of Dr. May-
hew, soon after the death of that eminent clergyman,
and dated Pall-Mall, October 1st, 1766, Mr. Hollis
thus states the motives of his benefactions towards
Harvard College. I confess to bear affection towards
the people of North America, those of Massachusetts
and Boston, in particular, believing them to be a good
and brave people; long may they continue such! and
the spirit of luxury now consuming us to the very
marrow here at home, kept out from them! One
likeliest mean to that end will be, to watch well over

* Memoirs of Thomas Hollis, (by Archdeacon Blackburne,) Vol. L.
p- 882.

1 Ibid., p. 835.

t A merchant of Boston, the elder brother of Josiah Quincy,
Junior, and one of the early political writers in favor of American
liberty. He was graduated at Harvard College in 1752, and died in
1768, in the thirty-fifth year of his age.



HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

their youth, by bestowing on them a reasonable, manly
education ; and selecting thereto the wisest, ablest,
most accomplished of men, that art and wealth can
obtain ; for nations rise and fall by individuals, not
numbers, as I think all history proveth. With ideas
of this kind have I worked for the public library at
Cambridge, in New England, neither caring too ex-
actly to remember how the last best library in all
America was lost there, nor sparing towards it ex-
pense, labor, or time. It is certain, the last winter 1
spent in town against inclination, health, and con-
veniency, on account of the Stamp Act; and this
summer, with much preceding time,— time, the most
valuable of all things,— on account of that library. If
any good hath followed from this procedure, or should
follow from it, I shall be content.”

The donations of Mr. Hollis to Harvard College
during his lifetime exceeded fourteen hundred pounds
sterling ; and at his death,»which occurred in January,
1774, at Corscombe in Dorsetshire, England, he be-
queathed to it an additional sum of five hundred
pounds sterling.
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CHAPTER XXVII.

Arrival of the British Troops in Boston.— Legislature remove to
Cambridge and take Possession of the College Halls. — Rev. Samuel
Locke chosen President.— Political Relations of the Seminary. —
Governor Hutchinson addressed by the Corporation. — His Reply
— He visits the College. — Proceedings on that Occasion. — Rev.
Nathaniel Appleton made Doctor of Divinity. — Classes arranged
alphabetically. — Death of Treasurer Hubbard.— John Hancock
chosen Treasurer.— Motives to that Appointment. — Mode of per-
petuating the Memory of Benefactors. — Samuel Locke resigns the
Presidency.

THE death of President Holyoke occurred at a pe-
riod when the state of the Colonies indicated the
approach of a great political crisis.* In November,
1768, two British regiments of infantry and a part of
a regiment of artillery were landed at Boston. A
military guard was stationed in King (now State)
Street, and its cannon were pointed at the door of the
State House, (now the City Hall,) in which the legis-
lature of the Province were accustomed to hold their
sessions. In May, 1769, the House of Representa-
tives declared, in a message to Governor Bernard, that
“an armament by sea and land investing this metrop-
olis, and a military guard, with cannon, pointed at
the very door of the State House, where this assembly
is held, is inconsistent with that dignity, as well as

* Hutchinson, Vol. IIL p. 212.
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that freedom, with which we have a right to delib-
erate, consult, and determine.” On the repetition of
the same sentiment in a second message, Governor
Bernard replied, that he had no authority to remove
the troops, but, to obviate the objections of the House
of Representatives to hold a session in a town under
military control, he immediately adjourned the legis-
lature to Cambridge. They took possession of the
Halls of the College, apparently by an act of sovereign
authority, as there is no record of leave having been
asked, or given by the Corporation. In the existing
and impending exigencies of the period, that board
-did not deem it wise to complain, although the meas-
ure must have been inconvenient and injurious to the
order and exercises of the seminary. On the 19th
of June, the Provincial legislature being in session in
the old Chapel, and finding their accommodations
insufficient, appointed a committee to request of the
Corporation the use of the new Chapel, which was
immediately granted. At the ensuing Commence-
ment, John Winthrop, Hollis Professor of Mathematics
and Natural Philosophy, presided; and the House of
Representatives, being then in session at Cambridge,
dined with the Corporation in the College Hall.
Early in August the Corporation, according to the
forms prescribed by the charter, asked the consent of
the Overseers to their proceeding to elect a President.
In a letter, written to Mr. Hollis on the 10th of July,
1769, Dr. Andrew Eliot observes, ‘It is difficult to
find one every way qualified to undertake such a task.
Mr. Winthrop, Hollis Professor of Mathemartics, will
probably be successor to Mr. Holyoke. His learning
and abilities are unquestionable. He is older than we
could wish, and is frequently taken off from business
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by bodily infirmities.” The chair was accordingly
offered to Mr. Winthrop, and afterward, to two other
members of the Corporation, and declined by them all.

Governor Hutchinson thus refers to these successive
elections.* ¢ In every affair of a public nature the
party in opposition to government had its influence.
The President of the College dying,t the Corporation,
who were to elect a successor, consulted the Boston
representatives at every step. Two of the Corpora-
tion,} great friends to the popular cause, were succes-
sively elected and declined accepting. The minister
of Kittery§ would have had the voice of the people,
if his political principles had not been a bar. The
want of a concurrence of political principles, with
other necessary qualifications in the same person,
caused the place to remain vacant longer than usual.”

This statement is generally correct. At this period
no individual, not known to be favorable to the popu-
lar cause, could have been elected President, whatever
might have been his literary qualifications.

On the 18th of December, the Corporation, ¢ after
a free conference on that important affair,” unani-
mously made choice of the Rev. Samuel Locke, pastor
of the church in Sherburne, to be President of the
College. His election was approved with like una-
nimity by the Overseers; and, his acceptance being
announced in February, his inauguration took place in
March ensuing, with the usual formalities.

At this day it is difficult to ascertain the induce-
ments to this appointment. The best account is given

* Hutchinson’s History of Massachusetts Bay, Vol. IIL p. 252.
+ Rev. Mr. Holyoke.

{ Dr. Winthrop and Dr. Cooper.

§ Rev. Benjamin Stevens.
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by Dr. Eliot, who was a member of the Corporation,
in letters to Mr. Hollis, dated the 25th September,
1769, and the 28th of June, 1770, in which Mr. Locke
is represented to be ¢“a clergyman of a small parish,
about twenty miles from Cambridge ; — of fine talents,
— a close thinker,— having when at College the char-
acter of a first-rate scholar,— of an excellent spirit,
and generous, catholic sentiments,—a friend to liber-
ty, — his greatest defect, a want of knowledge of the
world, having lived in retirement, and perhaps not a
general acquaintance with books.”

In August, 1769, Governor Bernard sailed for Eu-
rope, leaving Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson in the
chief command of the Province. Early in March,
1770, Hutchinson, under express instructions from the
Secretary of State, prorogued the General Court from
Boston, to meet on the 15th of that month ¢ at Har-
vard College, in Cambridge.” The legislature met
accordingly at the College, and it does not appear
from the records of the Overseers or Corporation,
that any exception was taken to their occupation of it
during that session, which continued until the last
week in April. But, Hutchinson having caused writs
to be issued, expressly convening the General Court in
May of the same year ‘at Harvard College, in Cam-
bridge,” the Corporation addressed a remonstrance to
the Lieutenant-Governor, stating, that ¢ Harvard Col-
lege had been instituted for the sole purpose of the ed-
ucation of youth, and the property of it given for this
important end ;” that they had observed with uneasi-
ness, the repeated summons of the legislature to sit in
Cambridge ; ¢ that, from an inclination to avoid giving
umbrage to their patrons and benefactors, and a wil-
lingness to accommodate the General Court in cases
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of necessity, they had abstained from saying any
thing ; but, lest their silence should be construed as a
concession to the propriety and expediency of such a
measure, they found themselves indispensably obliged,
in fidelity to their trust and regard to the good of the
College, to express their deep concern at the prece-
dent, and the inconvenience already introduced.”

Hutchinson replied, that the Secretary of State had
ordered the General Court to be convened at Cam-
bridge ; and that he had chosen the College because
there were no sufficient accommodations elsewhere,
and because he imagined that he was doing a thing
grateful to the society, in giving them an opportunity
of accommodating their benefactors, rather than im-
posing a burden upon them, or giving them any cause
of complaint ; adding, ¢ If we cannot have the use of
the College, we must provide for our accommodation
in the best manner we can.” A motion was also
contemporaneously made in the board of Overseers
¢ that they should testify against these repeated pro-
roguings of the General Court to Harvard College,
as an infringement on the rights of the Corporation.”
After a long debate, the attempt was unsuccessful ;
but the spirit displayed in both boards drew the atten-
tion of the legislature to the injustice of taking pos-
session of the property of a private corporation with-
out their consent. A formal application from the
Governor and Council for the use of the public Halls
on the day of general election was the consequence.
The Corporation, as the record states, ‘“on due con-
sideration of the circumstances of the case, gave their
consent.”

The House of Representatives, which met on the
30th of May, 1770, acted upon the same principle
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with greater formality, and declared, that ¢ they did cnaprer
not choose to enter the Chapel of the College with- T
out the concurrence of those, with whom the prop- af?ocuf{':si
erty and care of it is betrusted.”” The members of the Catloge
the Corporation, who were in Cambridge, on being ¥i
informed of these scruples, immediately assembled,
and passed a formal vote, ¢ signifying their consent to
oblige the House, in such a case of necessity.”

On the ensuing July, Hutchinson addressed a letter The Licu-

tenant-

to the Corporation, requesting the use of the College Governor

Hall for the meeting of the House of Representatives, S
and of the Philosophy Chamber for delivering his Hal.
speech to the legislature. The Corporation replied,

that ¢ he should be welcome,” — and signified ¢ their
pleasure at receiving this letter and message fiom

the Lieutenant-Governor, looking upon them as an
acknowledgment on the part of his Honor, that the
buildings of Harvard College are not open for any pub-

lic business without the consent of the Corporation.”

The intimation made by Hutchinson, in his ¢ His-
tory of Massachusetts Bay,” ¥ that the Corporation of
Harvard College deeply sympathized with the popular
cause, was unquestionably correct. The influences of
that board were early enlisted in favor of the Amer-
ican Revolution; and the Rev. Samuel Cooper, one of
its members, was the pastor and confidential friend
of John Hancock.

In March, 1771, when commissions arrived from Hutchinson
England, appointing Thomas Hutchinson Governor, g%‘ggﬁﬁf
Andrew Oliver Lieutenant-Governor, and Thomas Province.
Flucker Secretary, of the Province, none of the
courtesies, which the Corporation were accustomed

* Vol. I1L p. 262.
VOL. Il. 20
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to extend to the supreme executive, were omitted, not-
withstanding their political opinions. A vote was im-
mediately passed, that, ¢ Lieutenant-Governor Hutch-
inson having received a commission as Captain-
General and Governor-in-chief over the Province, it
is thought proper, according to usage, to invite him
to dine with the Corporation at the College; and
that the Overseers and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the House itself, if in session, be
also invited to dine with his Excellency, in case he
accept.”” A committee, of which the Rev. Samuel
Cooper was a member, was also appointed to prepare
an address of congratulation to his Excellency, in be-
half of the Corporation, which was delivered on the
28th of March. In this address the Corporation con-
gratulated Governor Hutchinson on his appointment;
and declared, that ¢ it reflected an honor on the Col-
lege, that one of its sons, after having sustained, with
great dignity and reputation, a variety of public offices,
was advanced by the King to this high station ; — that
his thorough acquaintance with the advantages of lit-
erature, the affectionate regard he had expressed for
this seat of learning, and the important services he
had rendered it, afforded a pleasing prospect, that the
Corporation would find in him a patron and a friend,
ever ready to protect the rights, and promote the in-
terests, of a society founded by their fathers on the
most catholic plan, and upon which the welfare of the
community greatly depended ; that it would be their
endeavour to teach the youth committed to their care
all due submission to government, as well as the prin-
ciples of civil and religious liberty;” and they termin-
ated with a prayer, that “the great Governor of the
Universe would direct and succeed his administration
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and make it honorable to himself and happy to the
people.”

Governor Hutchinson, in his reply, thanks the Cor-
poration for their address, which ¢ expresses so much
piety and loyalty to the King,””— (of which not one
word had been said,) and ¢“so much kindness and
respect to himself,” — (of which they had, indeed,
been sufficiently liberal ;) adding, that ¢ his services
for the College had fallen short of his desire and en-
deavour ;”’ that the notice taken of them by the Cor-
poration was ‘ obliging,” and that he was ¢ bound to
embrace every opportunity to encourage this ancient
seat of learning, which had been of such signal use to
the Province in civil as well as religious regards.”

On the 4th of April, Governor Hutchinson visited
the College, attended by the Lieutenant-Governor,
the Council, the Sheriff of the County, and a de-
tachment of the troop of guards. He was received at
the line of the county by the citizens of Cambridge,
and at the steps of Harvard Hall by the President,
Fellows, and Tutors ; — from thence a procession was
formed to the meetinghouse, the members of the
House of Representatives attending, where ¢ a hand-
some gratulatory oration was pronounced by William
Wetmore, A. B., in Latin.” His Excellency made
‘““an elegant reply, in the same language,” testifying
his affection for the seminary in which he had been
educated, and his regard for literature. The services
closed with an anthem, composed, set to music, and
performed by some of the students; the strain of
which was, ¢ Lo! thus shall the man be blessed, who
fears the Lord! For thus saith the Lord, From hence-
forth, behold! all nations shall call thee blessed; for
thy rulers shall be of thy own kindred, your nobles
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ceed from the midst of thee.” A species of beatifi-
cation sufficiently exalted and somewhat questionable
in point of taste, if not of sentiment, considering it
was made in the lifetime of the individual, and uttered
in his presence, at a moment when he was the object
of the abuse and denunciation of a party to which
all the members of the Corporation belonged.

At this crisis political considerations were the pre-
vailing influences, and the Corporation soon unequiv-
ocally proved to which of the parties, then dividing
the Province, they adhered. The wealth, liberality,
and popular talents of John Hancock had rendered
him conspicuous among the patriots of the day, and
peculiarly obnoxious to the Governor, who had twice,
(in May, 1770 and 1771,) negatived his election as
a member of the Supreme Council of the Province.
These circumstances endeared Hancock to the pre-
dominating party; and the Corporation, influenced
probably as much by patriotism as by gratitude, on
the 9th of July, 1771, voted, ¢ that John Hancock,
Esquire, who has been a very generous benefactor
to Harvard College, be invited to dine in the Hall,
whenever there is a public entertainment there, and
to sit with the governors of the College.” This ex-
traordinary honor, without parallel on the records of
the seminary, conferred by the Corporation on an in-
dividual recently rejected as a Counsellor by Governor
Hutchinson, was a public and unequivocal evidence
of their adhesion to his opponents.

But one individual had received the degree of Doc-
tor of Divinity from the College, since its foundation.
In the year 1693, that honor had been bestowed
on the Rev. Increase Mather; and now, in 1771,
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after an interval of nearly eighty years, it was con-
ferred by the Corporation on the Rev. Nathaniel Ap-
pleton, in consideration, as the records state, of his
¢ having been long an ornament to the pastoral charac-
ter, and eminently distinguished for his knowledge,
wisdom, sanctity of manners, and usefulness to the
churches, and having for more than fifty years exerted
himself in promoting the interests of piety and learn-
ing in this society, both as a minister and as a fellow
of the Corporation.”

Early in the presidency of Locke, the practice of
arranging the students in each class according to
the supposed rank of the families to which they be-
longed, was laid aside. This custom, which had ex-
isted from the establishment of the College, was the
frequent cause of discontent among the students and
their families; and, as the population of the Province
increased, and republican principles began to prevail,
the principles of discrimination became more difficult
and exciting. The attention of the Corporation and
Overseers was forcibly attracted to the subject by a
formal complaint in writing, made to the President
and Tutors by the father of one of the students, stat-
ing, ‘“that his son had not his proper place in his
class,” not being allowed to rank with the sons of
those gentlemen who were Justices of the Quorum,
¢ when he had been himself in the commission of the
Peace and Quorum a longer time than any of them;”
and praying, that the records of the Secretary of State
might be consulted, and that, if any mistake appeared,
it might be rectified. The truth of the complainant’s
statement was accordingly ascertained, and his son
raised to his due rank. This complaint exhibits one
of the prineciples on which this offensive discrimination
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was made, and the feelings it naturally excited. On
the recommendation of their visiting committee, the
Overseers passed a vote, that, “for the future, the
practice should be laid aside, and that the names of
the scholars, in each class, should be placed in alpha-
betical order;” an arrangeinent which has ever since
been used. During the presidency of Mr. Locke,
some changes in the rules of discipline took place, but
no proceedings of general interest until the last year
of his administration.

On the 15th of July, 1773, the records of the Col-
lege state, that ¢ the Honorable Thomas Hubbard,
who for the space of twenty-one years had, with great
vigilance and care, discharged the office of Treasurer
of the College, and had also been a generous benefac-
tor to it, departed this life.” The excellence of his
character, the length of his services, and the amount
of his bounty entitle him to notice in this history.

He was born in Boston, in 1702, and, his early life
being marked by diligence and fidelity, he had scarcely
passed the threshold of manhood before he was placed
by his fellow citizens in stations of trust and confi-
dence. He became a member of the House of Rep-
resentatives, held for many successive years the Speak-
er’s chair, and finally was raised to a seat in the
Council of the Province, which he resigned a short
time before his death. Few men have passed throngh
life with a higher reputation for integrity, usefulness,
and fidelity in all the relations of public and private
life. He increased the funds of the College by his
judicious and assiduous management, and to the of-
fice of Treasurer united the character of benefactor.
‘He contributed one hundred pounds, lawful money, to
supply the loss occasioned by the destruction of Har-
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vard Hall, made donations towards replacing the phi-
losophical apparatus, and bequeathed to it, at his death,
an additional legacy of three hundred pounds, lawful
money ; the income to be disposed of by the Corpora-
tion, according to their discretion, for the encourage-
ment of learning.

On the 27th of July, 1773, the Corporation voted,
that, ¢ previous to the delivery of the College estate,
and the books and writings relative thereunto, into the
hands of another Treasurer, security should be given
to the satisfaction of the President and Fellows, for
the faithful discharge of the trust reposed in him;”
and on the 30th of July they unanimously elected John
Hancock to that office. In this selection they con-
sulted their patriotism more than their prudence; for,
notwithstanding the wealth and popularity of Han-
cock, the records of the seminary show, that his pe-
culiar temperament and relations to society render-
ed this connexion troublesome and vexatious. The
amount of the College funds in bonds and notes paid
over by the executor of Treasurer Hubbard to Mr.
Hancock, his successor, was upwards of fifteen thous-
and four hundred pounds.

In November, 1773, the report of a committee of
the Corporation, of which Professor Winthrop was
chairman, on the subject of perpetuating the memory
of benefactors, was accepted. The measures proposed
were, Ist. To enter fairly in a book, the names of the
principal benefactors, and the particulars of their do-
nations. 2d. To write their names in letters of gold,
and place them over the windows and on the walls of
the Chapel. 3d. On public Commencements, an ora-
tion to be delivered in commemoration of them, and
particular notice of any considerable benefactions of
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CHAPTER XXVIII.

Difficulties in electing a President. — Rev. Samuel Langdon chosen. —
Patriotic Spirit of the Students. — Harvard College occupied by the
American -Army. — Library and Philosophical Apparatus removed
to Andover. — College removed to Concord. — Inquiry into the Po-
litical Principles of the Governors of the College.— Degree of
Doctor of Laws conferred on General Washington. — Measures
taken to repair the Public Buildings. — College removed back to
Cambridge. — A Student rejected on account of his Political Opin-
ions. — Attempt to quarter the Officers of Burgoyne’s Army in the
College Buildings.— Objections of the Corporation.— General Heath
orders the Removal of the Students, and they are dismissed. — Con-
troversies between the Corporation and Overseers on the Choice of a
Steward. — Rights and Privileges of Harvard College, how respect-
ed and secured by the Framers of the Constitution of Massachu-
setts.—Dr. Langdon resigns the Presidency of the College.

THe agitated condition of public affairs, which pre- cuarrer
ceded the revolutionary war, delayed the appointment '
of a successor to Mr. Locke. It was difficult, at a i choosing
period of such alarm and uncertainty, to find any in- *P*"
dividual, qualified for the office of President of Har-
vard College, willing to undertake its duties and
responsibilities. g

In 1774, Professor Winthrop, the Rev. Samuel
Cooper, and the Rev. Andrew Eliot, all members of
the Corporation, were successively chosen President,
and declined the appointment. On the 18th of July,
at a meeting ¢ holden at Colonel Hancock’s house,”
the Corporation proceeded to elect the Rev. Samuel Rery. Samu.
Langdon of Portsmouth, and on the same day this i g

VoL. 1l 21
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CHAPTER appointment received the sanction ot the Overseers.

XXVIIL
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Mr. Langdon accepted it, and on the 14th of October
entered on the duties of the presidency. On account
of the commotions of the period, the governing boards
of the seminary judged the ceremonies of a public in-
auguration to be inexpedient, and they were omitted.

The statement of Hutchinson, concerning the influ-
ence of politics on the affairs of the College, is cor-
roborated by the election of Langdon. He had ren-
dered himself highly acceptable to Hancock and the
other patriots of Massachusetts, by his open and bold
opposition to the measures of the British govern-
ment, and unquestionably owed his elevation as much
to this circumstance, as to his learning, or general
character.

The administration of Langdon was a perpetual
struggle with difficulties and embarrassments, amid the
dangers of civil war and the excitement of a political
Revolution. The rents and incomes of the College
were reduced or withheld, and its remaining resources
were precarious. The patronage of the legislature
had been extended to the College, in 1772, by the
grant of a lottery ; one of the approved methods of the
period for raising money, but in its nature uncertain,
troublesome, and exceptionable. In this instance the
scheme had been so unsuccessful, that the managers,
in 1775, gave the Corporation notice, that, ¢ unless
the College would take off a number of the tickets,
which were unsold, they would resign their trust.”’
Upon which the Corporation, ¢ considering that the
lottery was designed by the General Court for a pur-
pose of great importance to the College, and judging
it their duty to do every thing in their power to pre-
vent the failure of so good a design, voted, that the
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College take to their own account two thousand tickets,
if so many remain unsold at the time of drawing.”

‘The undergraduates early exhibited their sympathy
with the prevailing spirit of the period. In 1768,
when the patronage of American manufactures was
the test of patriotism, the students of the Senior Class
unanimously voted, ¢ to take their degrees in the man-
ufactures of this country.” This resolution was pub-
licly lauded in the journals of the day,* as reflecting
the highest honor on the College ; and, at the ensuing
‘Commencement, in July, the class came dressed, ac-
cordingly, in American manufactures, and were per-
mitted by the governors of the College to appear in
them on the stage, when they took their degrees. A
letter from the Rev. Andrew Eliot to Thomas Hollis,
gives the following account of the effects of the politi-
cal excitements of the times on the students.

¢« The removal of the General Court to Cambridge
hinders the scholars in their studies. The young
gentlemen are already taken up with politics. They
have caught the spirit of the times. Their declama-
tions and forensic disputes breathe the spirit of lib-
erty. This has always been encouraged, but they
have sometimes been wrought up to such a pitch of
enthusiasm, that it has been difficult for their Tutors
to keep them within due bounds ; but their Tutors are
- fearful of giving too great a check to a disposition,
which may, hereafter, fill the country with patriots;
and choose to leave it to age and experience to check
their ardor.”

Unanimity of opinion, however, was no more to be

expected in the College than in the world. Early in

* See Massachusetts Gazette, 7 January, 1768.
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cuarree the presidency of Langdon, some of the Tories among
XXV the students were in the practice of bringing ¢ India
Diswrn- tea” into commons, and drinking it, to show their
S _loyalty. This proceeding gave great offence to the
sensitive patriotism of the whigs, and some disturb-
ances were the consequence. The governors of the
seminary interfered, advising those, who thus carried
“JIndia tea” into commons, not to do it in future,
‘““as it was a source of grief and uneasiness to many
of the students, and as the use of it is disagreeable
to the people of the country in general,” and desiring,
“ that harmony and peace might be preserved within
the College walls, whatever convulsions unhappily dis-
tract the state abroad.”
bl Immediat?ly after the b.?t.tl'e of Lexington, on the
ipx;gzol;:ycl:}-le 19th of April, 1775, the militia of Massachusetts and
milita.  of the neighbouring colonies began to concentrate in
Cambridge; and on the 1st of May the Commit-
tee of Safety took measures to make that place the
head-quarters of the troops destined to lay siege to
Boston. The students were ordered to quit the Col-
lege ; some of the buildings were turned into barracks
for the soldiers; and the officers were quartered in
private families, and even in the President’s house.
ey On the 15th of June, the Provincial Congress, then
removed to in session at Watertown, passed a resolve, that ¢ the
rooms in Harvard Hall, occupied by the library and
Philosophical Apparatus, should be cleared,” and ap-
pointed a committee of threc of their own members
to assist the President, one of the Professors, and the
Librarian of the College, in removing the library and
apparatus to Andover, and to cause the expense to
be laid before the General Court in some future

Congress.
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On the same day, the Corporation voted,  that an
application be made to the Provincial Congress, to
know whether it would be in any way displeasing to
them, that a meeting of the Overseers should be held
at Harvard College, in order to join with the Corpora-
tion in conferring academical degrees, at the approach-
ing season of Commencement, and to transact any
other business relative to the society, and whether the
Congress would countenance such a procedure.” The
measure thus solicited was immediately approved and
recommended by the Provincial Congress; and, by this
resolve, ¢ as many of the Ovérseers as could be called
together, under the present circumstances of the Col-

lege and country, be judged qualified to transact any

other important matters, in the same manner, and to
all intents and purposes, that the whole body of the
Overseers might do, if present.”

On the 2d of July, General Washington arrived
at Cambridge, as ¢ Commander-in-chief of the army
of the United Colonies, and all the forces now raised,
or to be raised by them;”’ and on that day, before the
walls of Harvard College, he first took the command
of the assembled forces of New England.

Notwithstanding the order of the provincial Con-
gress, no meeting of the Corporation could be effected
until the 31st of July, when they were convened ‘ at
Fowle’s tavern, in Watertown,” where it was voted,
that, ¢ on account of the confusion and distress of the
times, a public Commencement was impracticable,”
and that degrees should be conferred by a general
diploma. This course was accordingly adopted ; and
on the 22d of August, the Overseers again met, and,
having heard the report of committees previously ap-
pointed by both boards; voted, * that it is of great im-
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portance that the education of the youth in this colony,
in piety and good literature, should be carried on with
as little interruption as may be ; — that the education
of the scholars of Harvard College cannot be carried
on at Cambridge, while the war, in which we have
been forced to engage, for the defence of our liberties,
shall continue; and, therefore, that it is necessary
some other place should be speedily appointed for that
purpose.”’” The committee reporting it as their opin-
ion, that Concord was a town suitable for the purpose,
another committee was appointed ¢ to repair to Con-
cord, and make inquiry what number of students may
be accommodated in that town, and at what rate they
can be boarded.”

This committee having reported, on the 6th of Sep-
tember, to the Overseers, that ‘“one hundred and
twenty-five students may be boarded in that town,
a vote passed, “recommending that the College be
removed to Concord, with all convenient speed ; and
the Corporation were authorized to pass such laws as
local circumstances might make necessary, upon the
removal of the College from Cambridge.

The library and apparatus had been prev10usly re-
moved to Andover, under the authority of the Pro-
vincial Congress.  Another application was therefore
made to them, and, on the 7th of November, permis-
sion was obtained, to remove such parts of the library
and apparatus, as might be judged requisite for the
present instruction of the students; and they were
accordingly removed from Andover to Concord, and
arranged on shelves in a private house.

The political tendencies of the institution were not
neglected at this period of excitement. On the 3d
of September, a resolve passed both branches of the
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legislature, recommending to the Corporation and
Overseers, not to appoint persons as governors and
instructors, but such whose political principles they can
confide in, and also to inquire into the principles of
such as are now in office, and dismiss those, who, by
their past or present conduct, appear to be unfriendly
to the liberties and privileges of the colonies.” A copy
of this resolve was ordered to be officially communi-
cated to the President of the College and to the
Secretary of the Board of Overseers.

After the evacuation of the town of Boston by the
British troops, which took place on the 17th of March,
1776, congratulatory addresses from towns and legisla-
tures were universally presented to General Washing-
ton, for the signal success which had attended his
measures. The Corporation and Overseers, in accord-
ance with the prevailing spirit and as an ¢ expression
of the gratitude of this College for his eminent ser-
vices in the cause of his country and to this society,”
conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Laws, by
the unanimous vote of both boards. General Wash-
ington was the first individual on whom this degree
was conferred by Harvard College. The diploma was
signed by all the members of the Corporation except
John Hancock, who was then in Philadelphia, and it
was immediately published in the newspapers of the
period, with an English translation.*

On the same day, the Corporation addressed a me-
morial to the Council and House of Representatives of
the Province, — stating, that ¢ immediately after the
commencement of the present war in defence of
American liberties, on the 19th of April, 1775, all the

¥ See Appendix, No, XIX.
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buildings of the College were taken possession of, and
occupied as barracks, by the American army, then
suddenly assembled, and have been greatly defaced
and damaged ; — that not only rents have been lost,
but also one year’s income of Charlestown ferry, by
the war, the same being in possession of the enemy;—
and that they cannot doubt the Continental Con-
gress will consider it a debt of justice to make
good these losses and damages, which the seminary
has thus sustained. But, as the troops are now re-
moved from Cambridge, and it is necessary that the
students should return, as soon as possible, to their
proper seat, it is most expedient for them to apply,
in the first instance, to the General Court of the
Province, that the buildings may be immediately re-
paired, the students reinstated, and the society com-
pensated for their losses; to which they solicit the
immediate attention of that body.”

In April, 1776, the committee of the Overseers
appointed to inquire into the state of the College, and
of the political principles of the governors and instruc-
tors, reported, that ¢ it was expedient, that they should
be required to attend at the next Overseers’ meeting,
to be examined as to their political principles, agree-
ably to a resolve of the General Court, passed Octo-
ber 3d, 1775.”

. This report was accepted, and transmitted to Presi-
dent Langdon, to be communicated to the governors
and instructors; and, on the 23d of April, they appear-
ed before the Overseers, and presented a written
declaration of their political principles, which proved
satisfactory.

The situation of the students at Concord was ex-
tremely inconvenient, and in May, 1776, they began
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to manifest great impatience, and solicited the Presi-
dent and Professors to forward their return to Cam-
bridge. Their discontent and impatience daily in-
creasing, they at length addressed a petition to the
Massachusetts legislature, representing the disadvan-
tages under which they labored, and earnestly request-
ing that they might be convened at Cambridge. This
application was effectual, and, on the 2Ist of June,
the students were again assembled within the College
walls, after a dispersion of fourteen months.

Although the divisions in political opinion, which
agitated the community, at the period of the decla-
ration of American Independence, existed in the Col-
lege, only a single instance of open opposition to the
patriotic party appears upon the records of the imme-
diate government. These state, that one individual,
who had been absent during the whole time the Col-
lege was at Concord, on applying for readmission, was
refused on the ground, that he ‘“had been found guil-
ty, and imprisoned by the General Court, for frequent
clamoring, in the most impudent, insulting, and abusive
language, against the American Congress, the General
Court of the Colony, and others, who are and have
been exerting themselves to save the country from
misery and ruin.”

Although the legislature had taken measures to
repair the injury the College buildings had sustained
during the time they were occupied as barracks by the
American army, nearly sixteen months had elapsed after
the return of the students, and the damages remained
unestimated and unrepaired. The library and ap-
paratus of the seminary were yet dispersed in different
places, and liable to great loss and injury. In Octo-
ber, 1777, the Overseers therefore appointed a com-

VOL. II. 22
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mittee to discourse with the committee of the General
Court, which had been appointed on the subject the
last year; but other difficulties arose before they had
time to complete their negotiation.

An event occurred, which threatened to oblige the
students to remove a second time from the Colleges,
to make way for the soldiers of another army. The
surrender of Burgoyne took place on the 17th of
October, and, by the convention of Saratoga, his army
was ordered to Cambridge, to remain there until
transported to Europe. General Heath, who had been
charged with the duty of providing for the ¢ conven-
tion troops,” could not obtain sufficient accommoda-
tions in the village of Cambridge, and therefore
applied to the Corporation for the possession of one
or more of the Colleges. He also made a simi-
lar application to the Council of the Province, which
they laid before the Overseers. This board immedi-
ately passed a vote, founded upon the impracticability
of procuring quarters for the army in the dwelling-
houses in Cambridge, ¢ though the most generous
prices had been offered ; and being willing, in a case
of such public importance and necessity, to do all in
their ‘power to secure the public honor, peace, and
safety, they earnestly and unanimously recommend-
ed it to the Corporation to consent, that one or more
buildings might be allowed to the said officers, until
they could be accommodated elsewhere, upon full se-
curity given, that all damages accruing to the build-
ings, by fire or otherwise, should be repaired.”

The Corporation met on the 14th of November,
and, taking into their serious consideration the recom-
mendation of the Overseers, and the great difficulties
and hazards the interests of the College would incur
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by such a measure, they expressed a doubt whether cuaprer
the necessity of it was so great as the Overseers had i
stated, inasmuch as they had reason to believe, that
proper accommodations for said officers may be ob-
-tained in some other way ; but, to show their readiness

to concur with the general views stated by that board,

the Corporation declared their consent, that ¢the house

they had lately purchased for the residence of the
students should be employed for that purpose, contain-

ing twelve rooms, upon reasonable terms, if the object

could not be otherwise accomplished.” '

The delays of the Corporation did not comport with General

Heath or-

the exigencies of the times. An order, dated Novem- ders the
<) removal

ber 19th, 1777, was therefore addressed by General of thestu-
Heath to the governors of the College, directing them

to remove the students and their effects, as soon as
possible, for the accommodation of the officers of Bur-
goyne’s army ; and, on the 29th of the same month,

the Overseers recommended it to the Corporation to
dismiss the students“to their several homes. They

were accordingly dismissed, with directions not to

return until the first Wednesday in the ensuing Feb-

raary, or until they received public notice.

The firmness of the Corporation prevailed. The
¢ convention troops’ arrived at Cambridge early in
November, 1777, and were placed in barracks on
Prospect and Winter Hills. The officers were quar-
tered in private houses, and none of them, so far as
can now be ascertained, in the Colleges, except in the
College house which had been offered by the Corpora-
tion for their residence. The students returned at
the time appointed on their dismissal. The army of
Burgoyne was sent off in November, 1778, and no
interference with the usual accommodations of the
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College is recorded during their residence in its vi-
cinity.

On the 5th of May, 1778, the committee on the
application to the General Court for the restoration of
the library and apparatus to the College reported,
that they had effected the object, and that both had
been replaced in their respective apartments, after
having been dispersed more than two years.

Although the firmness of the Corporation had pre-
vented the College Halls from being occupied by
the British officers, yet the presence of the army
in Cambridge was injurious to the seminary, and
embarrassing to its government. In enumerating the
causes for voting, that there should be no public Com-
mencement this year, besides the difficulties occasioned
by the war, and the prevalence of the small-pox in the
vicinity, they add, ¢ the want of necessary accommo-
dations in the town of Cambridge, the houses being
crowded with British officers.”

In November, 1778, upon tlie resignation of Jona-
than Hastings, William Kneeland was chosen Steward

-by the Corporation. He was a man of great worth

and respectability, in every respect well qualified for
the office, in the opinion of the Corporation; but, as
he had heen deemed unfriendly to the cause of Amer-
ican Independence, his "political principles rendered
his appointment objectionable to the Overseers. At
their next meeting they passed a vote, declaring that
the election of Mr. Kneeland ¢ was disagreeable to
this board, and that it be recommended to the Corpo-
ration to reconsider said election, and proceed to the
choice of some other person for that office ; the Over-
seers reserving to themselves the right they have by
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the charter, of approving or negativing the election
of a steward, made by the Corporation.” *

In December, 1778, the Corporation met, and, re-
capitulating the preceding vote of the Overseers, re-
considered the appointment of Kneeland, and request-
ed Mr. Hastings to resume the office of steward
until another steward could be chosen. They then
passed a vote declaring, ¢ that the Corporation are
of opinion, that the claim advanced by the Overseers,
of a right to approve or negative the election of a
steward, made by the Corporation, has no foundation
in the College charter, and is without precedent in
any of the College records; and that the President,
Dr. Cooper, and Mr. Lathrop be a committee to
represent the sentiments of the Corporation, on this
point, to the board of Overseers, and bring the matter
to as amicable a decision as possible.”

At the meeting of the Overseers, in the same
month, twenty-two members appeared, and a vote
passed that board, in the following terms:

[t being a matter in dispute between the Corpo-
ration and Overseers, whether the election of a Col-
lege steward ought to be presented to this board, for
their approbation, and the board, not being in posses-
sion of the charters, by which this point ought to be
decided ; it was voted, that the Secretary be directed
to deliver to the President of the Council, as soon as
may be, copies of the charter granted by the General
Court, in the year 1642, and of that granted in 1650,
and of the Appendix granted in 1657, for the inspec-
tion of the Overseers, that they may be better able to
discuss the matter in dispute, and come to a deter-

*See Records of the Overseers, Vol. IlL., p. 145.
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CHAPTER mination upon it, at the adjournment of this meeting.”
M On the 16th of December this meeting took place,
twenty-three members being present, and the record
states, that ¢ after some debate it was moved, that
the question should be put, whether this board have a
right to a presentation of the person elected by the
Corporation into the office of steward, for their ap-
probation, or disapprobation ; whereupon the previous
question was moved, whether this question shall be
now put,— which being put, it passed in the negative.”

Result of 3 :
Resultof — The Corporation proceedfad., In consequence, to elect
<5y a steward, without submitting his election to the -

board of Overseers for their consent, and this has been
from that time the invariable practice and acknowl-
edged right of that board.
Proceed- In September, 1779, the Convention, assembled to
ings con-

coming the frame a Constitution for the State of Massachusetts,
ollege by

s Mo being in session, a committee was raised in relation
Coven-  to the College, and was instructed to prepare an
article, to be inserted in the new Constitution, for
confirming its privileges, and for such other purposes
as they shall think proper, after consulting with the
Corporation of the College.” James Bowdoin, Presi-
dent of the Convention, communicated these proceed-
ings to the Corporation, and a committee of the board
was raised, to take the subject into consideration.
On the 7th of the ensuing October, this committee
made a report, recapitulating all the leading facts of
the constitutional history of the College, and submit-
ting two proposals to be laid before the Convention,
containing articles to be inserted into the Constitution
of the Commonwealth, on the interests of the College.
These proposals being accepted by the Corporation,
and approved by the Overseers, were subsequently
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adopted by the State Convention, and now constitute
distinct Articles in the Constitution of Massachusetts.*
Thus singularly careful were the framers of the present
Constitution, of the rights and privileges of Harvard
College. The terms affecting those interests were sub-
mitted to the Corporation and Overseers, by them to
be considered and modified. The new organization
of the State government also rendered it necessary to
insert a Third Article on the same Section of the Con-
stitation, declarative of the branches of the government,
which should succeed to the office of Overseers, in
place of those which were abrogated. In every other
respect the ancient constitution of the College was
carefully preserved. The three articles thus adopted,
include all the provisions of the Constitution, which
specially affect the interests of the seminary. By the
first, the benefits derived in past times from that in-
stitution are acknowledged, and all their rights and
privileges are solemnly ratified and confirmed to the
President and Fellows of Harvard College, and to
their successors for ever. 'The second confirms to the
College all gifts, grants, legacies, devises, and convey-
ances, according to the true intent and meaning of
the donors, grantors, and devisors. The third de-
clares the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Council,
and Senate of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
with the President of the College for the time being,
and the ministers of the Congregational churches in
the towns of Cambridge, Watertown, Charlestown,
Boston, Roxbury, and Dorchester, to be successors to
the former board of Overseers of Harvard College,
and invests them with the same powers and author-

* Part II. Chap. V. Sect. I Art. 1, 2.

175

CHAPTER

XXVIII.

Rights and
privileges
of Harvard
secured by
the Consti-
tution of
Massachu-
setts.



176 HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

cuapter ties. A proviso is annexed to this article, reserving
— 7" to the legislature of the Commonwealth the power of
“making such alterations in the government of the
University as shall be conducive to its advantage, and
the interest of the republic of letters; in as full a
manner as might have been done by 'the legislature
of the late Province of Massachusetts Bay.” * -
The Constitution, in the Second Section of the same
Chapter, makes it * the duty of legislatures and magis-
trates, in all future periods of this Commonwealth, to
cherish the interests of literature and the sciences,
and all seminaries of them; especially the University
at Cambridge, public schools, and grammar schools
in the towns.” The indiscriminate use of the terms
“College” and * University,” in the Constitution of
the Commonwealth, was considered as sanctioning the
latter designation, which has ever since been applied
to this institution, except in such legal instruments,
as require its corporate name for their validity.
Prsident The organization of the government of Massachu-
resignation. setts, under the new Constitution, was soon followed
by the resignation of the President’s chair by Dr.
Langdon. On the 29th of August, 1780, he suddenly
announced to the immediate government of the Col-
lege, that he should discontinue his superintendence
of the seminary, and the next day he addressed a let-
ter to the Corporation resigning the office of President
of the College. The administration of Dr. Langdon
includes the most dubious, distressing, and turbulent
period of the American Revolution. His conduct,
in those times of peculiar difticulty and danger, was
characterized by zeal, activity, and fidelity, and ap-
parently was acceptable to the public. During the

* See Appendix, No. XX.
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six years of his administration the reports of the visit- cnarrer

ing committees speak with great uniformity of the
satisfactory state of the College; and there is nothing
in the previous records of the institution, explanatory
or indicative of the motives of his unexpected resig-
nation. His letter to the Corporation shows, that he
thought his services were not justly appreciated, and
that sufficient allowance had not been made for the
difficulties with which he had to contend. He states,
that, on their invitation and on that of the Overseers,
he had accepted the office, when every prospect was
discouraging, — the flames of the revolutionary war
already breaking out, the country in distress, and
the College in embarrassment. He had ventured,
without experience, into a scene of unexampled tu-
mult and danger; his labors had been complicated,
and innumerable, and far different from those which,
in ordinary times, were expected of a President. He
had reason to hope that his incessant application and
zealous endeavour had been in some degree advan-
tageous to the interests of religion and literature; but
finding, through age and infirmity, the cares of the
University a burden, he wished to quit his situation,
and seek one of more retirement and less responsi-
bility. After this recapitulation, he refers the consid-
eration of some indemnity for the diminution of his
official emoluments by the pecuniary difficulties of the
times, to the sense of justice of the Corporation. He
expresses his gratitude for the candor and goodness
with which he had been uniformly treated by the Cor-
poration and Overseers, requests that his family may
be temporarily permitted to occupy the President’s
house, and concludes with invoking the blessing of
Heaven on the literary society, of which he had so
long had the superintendence. :
VOL. 1I. 23
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When Dr. Langdon’s letter of resignation was re-
ceived by the Corporation, a meeting of the Overseers
was immediately called, but no regret was expressed,
or difficulty made, in either board. The Overseers,
indeed, voted their thanks for his zealous, faithful en-
deavours in the cause of literature and religion, while
presiding over that society ; acknowledged the reason-
ableness of his requests, and the inadequacy of his
emoluments and salary for his support, and engaged
to use their influence with the legislature to obtain
a grant in compensation for the deficiencies. They
conclude with uttering their warmest wishes for his
prosperity, recommending him to the favor of the
wise and good, and earnestly desiring, that his learn-
ing and abilities might find successful employment in
some sphere of honor and usefulness.

A committee was then appointed to represent to
the legislature what was due to Dr. Langdon for his
services while President of the College, and to peti-
tion, that they would order payment to be made to
him out of the public treasury.

Dr. Langdon possessed learning, industry, and zeal.
His usefulness had not been impaired by age or sick-
ness ; but his talents were not adapted for the station to
which he was called. One of his biographers® states,
“that he wanted dignity and authority.” Another,t
¢that he wanted judgment and a spirit of govern-
ment.” Tradition represents him to have been “cred-
ulous”” and ¢ visionary.” It is certain that the osten-
sible were not the real motives of his sudden resigna-
tion, but that this unexpected event was induced by
a combination of students, to whom he had become

* Allen. t Eliot.
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obnoxious, and whose dissatisfaction was countenanced, cuarrer

if not excited, by men connected with the government
of the institution. The three upper classes obtained,
under some pretence, leave for a general meeting;
and, on the day it was called, James Winthrop, the
librarian, came into the hall at breakfast-time, and ad-
dressed the students on the subject of their proposed
meeting in language somewhat equivocal, assuring
them, ¢ that, if their -complaints were well founded,
with firmness and union they would succeed, but, if
without foundation, they would be severely punished.”
His address was received as it was intended to be, and
the students, having assembled, passed resolutions,
and a memorial to the Corporation, charging President
Langdon with ¢ impiety, heterodoxy, unfitness for the
office of preacher of the Christian religion, and still
more for that of President.” There was not a shadow
of foundation for any one of these charges, except the
last, of which the spirit in which this insolence was
received, may be considered as an evidence. 'These
resolutions were passed unanimously, and twelve stu-
dents, selected from the three upper classes, were
appointed to wait upon President Langdon, and in-
vite him to resign his office. Being ignorant of his
unpopularity, this unexpected application affected him
so deeply, that he instantly resolved to abandon an in-
stitution, in which services deemed by him faithful and
zealous were so unjustly appreciated. The interview
was on Saturday, and, on the next Monday, he detain-
ed the students after morning prayers, and told them
he should resign, remarking, at the same time, that his
family would be thrown destitute on the world, and
intimating that resolutions of a favorable character
might be of service to him. This conduct subdued
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their rebellious spirits; and at a subsequent meeting,
they passed directly opposite resolutions, with like
unanimity, excepting only his unfitness for the office
of President. ~Such is the outline of facts stated in
letters by members of the University at the time
these events occurred, to account for the suddenness
of Dr. Langdon’s resignation. It was the opinion of
the students, that Winthrop acted in coincidence with
the wishes of men of higher influence, which was
strengthened by the fact that one of the tutors was an
active coadjutor in promoting the excitement. Nothing
on the College records, however, indicates any loss of
authority by the chair, when in the possession of Dr.
Langdon, except a vote of the board of Overseers,
passed in Decewmber, 1781, before the induction of
President Willard. This vote recommends the officer
elect ““ to take care to support the honor of the chair,
by exercising that power and authority respecting both
government and instruction, with which the Constitu-
tion vests the President, and which his predecessors
in that office, before the war, have exercised, for the
good order and benefit of the University.” The im-
plication in this vote, that, since the war commenced,
the chair had lost somewhat of its ancient authority,
may be indeed wrested into the suggestion, that the
occupant of it during the war had failed in the duty
of exercising and supporting it. By a letter from
Treasurer Storer to Dr. Langdon, dated on the 20th
of October, 1781, it appears that he had expressed
some resentment against the Corporation. On which
Storer remarks, that there was no cause for such a
feeling, ¢ either against the Corporation as a body, or
individually,” — that they had expressed their con-
cern, that he should have so suddenly come to the
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determination to resign, without asking their advice,
which ¢ am persuaded,” he adds, ¢ would have been
to have deferred your intention to some future time.”
It is probable, that Dr. Langdon became subse-
quently aware, that the students had been made the
instruments of others, possibly of men connected with
the government of the institution, and that the feeling
of self-distrust, which led to his resignation, had been
succeeded by feelings of a very different character.
President Langdon was about fifty-seven years of
age, when his connexion with the seminary was thus
abruptly dissolved. He survived that event seventeen
years, and became the pastor of a church in the vicin-
ity of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. In 1788, he was
chosen a delegate to the Convention of that State,
was a leader in its debates, and had great influence in
removing the prejudices, which then prevailed, against
the Federal Constitution. At the age of seventy-four,

in November, 1797, he terminated a life well spent,

honored for piety, private virtues, and extensive

knowledge.
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CHAPTER XXIX.

Financial Embarrassments of the Corporation. — Popularity and In-
fluence of John Hancock, when elected Treasurer of the College.—
Incompatibility of his Political Engagements with the Duties of
his Office. — Dissatisfaction of the Corporation.— Their Corre-
spondence with Hancock relative to the Settlement of his Accounts.
— He departs as a Delegate ‘to the Continental Congress.— He
causes the Books and Papers of the College to be transported to
Philadelphia. — The Overseers appoint a Committee on the Finan-
cial State of the College.— They advise the Corporation to demand
a Return of their Papers, by a Special Messenger. — Hancock
returns them, and pays over Part of their Funds ;—retains the
Residue, and does not settle his Accounts.— The Overseers vote,
that it is expedient to elect a resident Treasurer, in place of
Hancock. — Letter of the Corporation, intimating to Hancock the
Expediency of his Resignation. — He retains the Office. — Conse-
quent Embarrassments. — Ebenezer Storer chosen Treasurer. —
Unsuccessful Attempts to obtain a Settlement of Mr. Hancock’s
Accounts. — He is elected Governor of Massachusetts. — Subse-
quent Proceedings. — His Death.— A Settlement finally made by
his Heirs.— His Benefactions to the College.

THE embarrassments of the Corporation of Harvard
College, during the presidency of Langdon, were not
confined to the dangers and effects of the revolution-
ary war. They were greatly increased by the extra-
ordinary and wayward conduct of their Treasurer,
John Hancock. Some of the most agitating questions
respecting the College, at that period, relate to the
official connexion of this distinguished individual with
the seminary. The transactions, out of which they
arose, are spread through its records for twenty years,
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and, as it is impossible to omit an account of them,
it is due to all concerned, that a full and exact state-
ment should be here given. In 1773, when Mr. Han-
cock was elected Treasurer by the Corporation, his
polished manners, wealth, liberality, and patriotism
had rendered him the most popular man in the Prov-
ince. By fulfilling the promise* of his uncle, Thomas
Hancock, and by his own added bounty, he had ac-
quired the praise of a generous benefactor to the
College ; and to connect his name and influence with
its affairs was generally considered as a master-stroke
of policy. But, except the security to the funds of
the institution, which apparently resulted from the
amplitude of his fortune and his personal integrity,
Mr. Hancock did not possess any peculiar qualifica-
tions for the office of Treasurer; for, his wealth hav-
ing been derived from the bounty of a relative, he
had not acquired the character of a man of business.
His mind was absorbed in politics, and he had not
held that office a year, before he was chosen a
delegate to the Provincial Congress, which met at
Watertown, and of which he was soon elected Pres-
ident. He continued in this station until April, 1775,
and, in the ensuing June, he went to Philadelphia
as a delegate from Massachusetts, and was immediate-
ly raised to the presidency of the Continental Con-
gress.

The Corporation of the College began early to per-
ceive the incompatibility of the political engagements
of Mr. Hancock with his duties as Treasurer of the
institution ; and a wish for his resignation, could it be
obtained without offending an individual, whom cir-

* See above, p. 143.
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cumstances had made the idol of the patriotic party,
began to prevail. This feeling could not long be
concealed from Mr. Hancock, and the proceedings
of the Corporation soon indicated their opinious and
views.

In November, 1774, Mr. Hancock being then in
Boston, and more than a year having elapsed since
his appointment as Treasurer, President Langdon, as
chairman of a committee for examining the Treasurer’s
accounts, addressed to him a letter, urging the im-
portance of settling them, and the necessity of know
ing the state of their funds, which they could not
neglect without great breach of trust, loss, and dam-
age; and stating, that, without an annual settlement,
there was great danger of their falling into confusion.
¢ The urgency of the Corporation to have his accounts
laid before them at the next meeting,” is given as an
apology for this application.

This letter produced no answer, and, on the 27th of
January, 1775, President Langdon addressed another
to ‘Mr. Hancock, suggesting, ‘ that the meeting of
the Provincial Congress, next week, would involve
him in so much public business as would render it
difficult for him to attend to College affairs,” express-
ing ¢ the extreme desire of the Corporation to have a
settlement of his accounts,” and stating that a com-
mittee would meet him early next week for that
purpose.

Mr. Hancock took no notice of this second letter ;
and, on the 7th of March ensuing, President Langdon
addressed a third letter to him, expressing again the
extreme solicitude of the Corporation on the subject
of his accounts, pressing upon him the duty of set-
tlement, from the critical situation of public affairs,
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and from the certainty of his absence during the
summer at the Continental Congress; stating that .
the Corporation would attend at any time he would
appoint ; and entreating a reply, ‘“as they cannot
remain at ease, while the College accounts are so
unsettled.”

A brief answer was the consequence of this third
letter. Mr. Hancock .was ¢ busily engaged,” but
would ¢soon appoint a day to attend the business.”
Nearly a fortnight elapsed and no day was appointed.
The Corporation ordered a meeting for the 21st of
March, ¢ principally for the purpose of settling the
Treasurer’s accounts.” He was notified to appear.
But no Treasurer came. A note was received from
him, excusing his non-attendance, and ‘ promising to
lay his accounts before them by the middle of next
week.” The week, however, elapsed, and no move-
ment on the part of Mr. Hancock took place. On
the 3d of April, 1775, the Corporation met, and
unanimously addressed a letter to him, expressing their
¢ unhappiness at being disappointed as to the prom-
ised settlement; — they knew his patriotic exertions
in his country’s cause, and were willing to allow much
for this plea of delay ; —but it was their duty to be
solicitous for the seminary; they were accountable to
the Overseers and the world.”” They remind him of
a semiannual meeting of the Overseers in May, when
¢t they will be questioned as to the settlement of the
Treasurer’s accounts’; and they inquire, ¢ What shall
we answer to such a question?” They entreat him
to settle them before he goes to the Continental
Congress, urging the impossibility of his doing it
while there ; and add, ¢ if the accounts are settled,
the papers might be left in the hands of the Corpora-
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In April, 1775, the inhabitants of Boston were re-
moving out of the town in anticipation of hostilities ;
a postscript was therefore added to the above letter,
“expressing the extreme anxiety of the Corporation,
that the papers of the College should be sent out of
Boston by one of his clerks, and offering a receipt for
them to his satisfaction.”

No answer having been given to this letter, the
Corporation met on the 10th of April, 1775, and passed
the following vote.

¢ Considering the present appearance of public af-
fairs, and that the Treasurer will soon be obliged to at-
tend the Congress at Philadelphia, where he may be
long detained, during which time the College may
suffer detriment for want of proper care of the estate ;
and being desirous of relieving the Treasurer from
such a burden on his mind while he is absent, though
he may not have leisure at present, to settle the Col-
lege accounts; Voted, that Colonel Hancock be re-

-quested to deliver the moneys, bonds, and other papers,

belonging to the College treasury, into the hands of
the President, Dr. Appleton, Dr. Winthrop, and Dr.
Eliot, or any two of them, who are hereby appointed
a committee for that purpose; and that they give him
a proper receipt, which shall be his discharge for the
same.”’

This vote was transmitted by a special messenger,
with a request, that he would immediately appoint a
time, when this committee of the Corporation might
wait upon him.

The receipt of this vote drew from Mr. Hancock
the following characteristic letter.
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“ Mr. Hancock presents his compliments to the Rev.
President, and the other gentlemen, who were present
yesterday at the meeting, and acquaints them, that he
has at heart the interest of the College as much as
any one, and will pursue it. He is much surprised and
astonished at the contents of the President’s letter, as
well as at the doings of the gentlemen present, which
he very seriously resents ; .and, however great the gen-
tlemen may think the burden upon his mind may be,
Mr. Hancock is not disposed to look upon it in that
light, nor shall the College suffer any detriment, in his
absence, as he has already determined those matters ;
but if the gentlemen choose to make e public choice
of a gentleman to the displacing him, they will please
to act their pleasure. Mr. Hancock writes in great
hurry, being much engaged, but shall write very par-
ticularly, or be at Cambridge in person, as soon as the
Congress rises ; he leaves all his matters in the hands
of a gentleman of approved integrity, during his ab-
sence, which he is not disposed to alter, and peradven-
ture his absence may not be longer than a voyage to
Machias.

¢ Concord, 8 o’clock, P. M., 11 April, 1775.>

This closed the correspondence of the Corporation
with Treasurer Hancock for that year. In the course
of the same month he departed for Philadelphia, leav-
ing the Corporation in utter ignorance of the state of
their aftairs, of the time when they should be informed
concerning them, and of the name of the person “in
whose hands he had left all his matters.” In this di-
lemma they constituted the President of the College
receiver of the rents of their real estate and of the
Charlestown Ferry, and of legacies and donations
when they occurred, specifying as a reason for these
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proceedings, on their records, ¢ the Treasurer having
been long absent, and there being no expectation of
his speedy return.”

This state of the financial concerns of the College
remained until March, 1776, when it became abso-
lutely insupportable. On the 18th of that month,
President Langdon addressed a letter, in behalf of the
Corporation, to Mr. Treasurer Hancock, then a del-
egate in the Continental Congress, at Philadelphia, not
in the spirit of a body authorized to call on an account-
able agent to fulfil his duties, but couched in the lan-
guage of a suppliant. ¢ He is reluctant to interrupt Mr.
Hancock, engaged in momentous affairs, on which the
salvation of the United Colonies depends, — but hopes
for a moment’s attention, just to mention the difficul-
ties of the seminary of learning, for which he had
testified the highest esteem, and on which the preser-
vation of religion and liberty, in consequence of their
connexion with literature, greatly depends.” After
enumerating the sufferings of the College, owing-to the
distresses of the times, — their buildings defaced, by
being used as stores or barracks, and in waste and
ruins, which it will take a long time to repair, — the
dispersion of the students, and their return since Octo-
ber, — he proceeds to state the peculiar embarrass-
ments to which they were subject, owing to the want
of access to their treasilry ; — nothing could be receiv-
ed or paid out for defraying current expenses, which
places both the Corporation and governors in a per-
plexed situation ; — persons indebted to the College,
who are ready to pay, are uneasy that there is no one
to receive, and that they are obliged to keep their own

. money and yet pay interest. ‘ Can you think,” he

adds, ¢ of any way to relieve us from this difficulty ?
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.

Will you give me leave to depend upon your employ-
ing a few thoughts on our circumstances ? Nothing
but the urgency of the case could have induced me to
give you this trouble. I hope your candor will admit
this to be a sufficient apology, and allow me to expect
an answer.”’

Such was the humble style, in which the Corpora-
tion ventured to urge their rights upon the ascendant
popular power of the day. This letter received no
answer from Mr. Hancock. On the 18th of April,
therefore, President Langdon wrote another, referring
to it, but couched in the same supplicatory language ;
stating ‘“‘the many applications made to him to know,
who was 1o receive the College moneys, and the
great uneasiness on that account,” and, ¢ not doubting
the multiplicity of public business had prevented his
answering the former letter, he hopes Mr. Hancock
will not be offended, if he once more renews his
earnest request to hear from him speedily, and know
what may be done in such a situation of College
affairs.” Nearly a month elapsed before Mr. Hancock
condescended to answer this letter. On the 13th of
May, however, he replied, apologizing for his delay,
acknowledging it ought to have been attended to, but
that he had thought there was ‘“no possibility of
drawing the attention of individuals to any particular
business, in the confused state of the Province.” His
letter also contained the astounding intelligence, that
he had just sent off a messenger “in a light wagon,
with orders to bring all his books and papers across the
country to Philadelphia from Boston,” with a promise,
that, as soon as they arrive, he will arrange them, and
the Corporation should hear from him further on the
subject. He added this pointed inquiry, ¢ I shall be
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glad to know whether it would be most eligible and
agreeable to you and the Corporation, for me to appoint
Mr. William Winthrop to act for me, or for me to re-
sign, though the latter I should not be induced to do,
unless by a signification of your pleasure ; in which
case, you will appoint one in my place, as early as you
think necessary. My attachment to the College is
such, that nothing but necessity would divert my at-
tention from it; that will not however be hastened by
me. On this subject, I shall be glad to be favored
with your sentiments.”

It is evident from the tenor of this letter, that Han--
cock did not intend to vacate his seat in the Corpo-
ration, but to throw on that body the responsibility of
requesting his resignation. The President, by direc-
tion of the Corporation, in a reply, dated on the 30th
of May, 1776, rejoiced in his call to the head of
the public councils ; expressed their unhappiness, that
the extraordinary changes in public affairs had inter-
rupted his good services, as Treasurer of the College ;
said that they doubted not his attachment to the
Coliege, but that the officers of government and the
instructors greatly wanted their stipulated support, and
some method must be fixed upon for them to receive
their arrears; that, although the Corporation have
no one to account with but the Treasurer, yet they
do not object to his proposal of appointing Mr. Win-
throp as his agent, “until he can determine whether
it will be consistent with his high public employment
to continue in the charge of the College treasury.”
They confess their concern, that the College bonds
and other papers must be removed to such a distance
as Philadelphia, and that they must be reconveyed to
these parts before any payments can he made upon
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them, — they again entreat his speedy settlement of cuaprer

his accounts,— intimate that the Overseers had chosen
a committee to inquire into the state of the treasury,
and that they expect to be questioned by them very
soon. They add, ¢ As to your resignation, Sir, you
yourself must judge how far it may be consistent with
your other employments to continue in so important
an office of the College, which requires such con-
stant attention, when you are at so great a distance ;
especially as we greatly need the assistance of our
Treasurer at Corporation meetings, and there is but
little probability of your being soon at liberty to re-
turn and reside among us. We assure you, it would
be very disagreeable to us, if we should be obliged to
give it as our opinion, that the interests of the College
rendered it necessary that the office should be commit-
ted to any other person.”

It is very apparent from this letter, that the Corpo-
ration had intimated, as plainly as they dared, their
wish that Mr. Hancock should resign, and, by the
strong light in which they placed the incompatibility
of his other public employments with the duties of
Treasurer of the College, they meant to transfer to
him the responsibility of the act. But he clung to the
office with tenacity. The College papers were sent
to Philadelphia in May, 1776, and no settlement of
his accounts, and no resignation, or return of the pa-
pers to Massachusetts, took place. It became, there-
fore, obvious, that powers higher than those possessed
by the Corporation, or at least, than those they were
willing to exercise, must be brought to act on the
Treasurer, and the Overseers accordingly took the
field.

On the 7th of May, 1776, that board had specially
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charged their committee * to inquire into the state of
the College, particularly in regard to the treasury, and
to report.” On the 4th of June the Overseers called
upon the Corporation to lay before them the pres-
ent state of the treasury. Accordingly, on the 2d
of July, all the letters which had passed between
the Treasurer and the Corporation were read to the
Overseers who afterwards came to a vote, that, it
appeared to them that although the Corporation had
used their best endeavours, they had not been able to
procure a settlement with the Treasurer.” 'The record
then proceeds, — ¢ But, it having been represented to
the board, by the members of the Corporation pres-
ent, that it was probhable they would hear from the
Treasurer on the subject, it was voted, that the con-
sideration . of the affair should be postponed to the
next meeting.” No further steps were taken until
the 3d of September following, when, nothing having
been heard from Mr. Treasurer Hancock, the Over-
seers voted, ‘that James Bowdoin, John Winthrop,
William Phillips, Francis Dana, and President Lang-
don, be a committee to consider the state of the
College treasury, to procure and lay before this board
the letters that have passed between the President
and the Treasurer, also those which have passed be-
tween the Corporation and the Treasurer, and prepare
a letter to be sent by this board to the Treasurer.”

It was hoped, that the authority of this committee,
composed of men of the highest standing and influ-
ence, would have an effect upon the Treasurer, which
the urgency of the Corporation had failed to pro-
duce. On the 10th of September, a letter prepar-
ed by this committee, being reported and read, was
accepted, and it was voted ¢ that the president of
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the board of Overseers (James Bowdoin), should sign
the same in their name, and transmit it to the Treas-
arer, by the first opportunity.” It was the 29th of
October before a reply was received from Mr. Han-
cock to this letter, and communicated to the board.
Neither of these letters is on file. It is certain,
however, that the application of the Overseers was
not more successful than that of the Corporation;
neither papers nor accounts were transmitted, and
the subject was referred to the same committee of
the Overseers, with the addition of Benjamin Austin,
‘“to consider what further steps are proper to be taken
by this board, in order to obtain a settlement with the
College Treasurer, and to procure the obligations and
securities belonging to the College, and now in his
possession.”

On the 13th of the ensuing November, this com-
mittee reported the following draft of a resolve, which
the board immediately passed. ¢ Whereas all the ob-
ligations and securities belonging to Harvard College,
in Cambridge, are now at Philadelphia, in the hands
of the Honorable John Hancock, Esquire, Treasurer
of the said College, and it is very inexpedient and
unsafe, that papers of such consequence, and which
are daily and immediately wanted, should be kept at
such a distance, especially at a time when the enemy
are in possession of New York; and may, perhaps,
cut off the communication between the southern and
northern colonies; therefore resolved, that the Cor-
poration of Harvard College be advised to appoint and
empower some suitable person to receive of the said
John Hancock, Esquire, all the obligations and securi-
ties belonging to the said College, and to give the
said Mr. Hancock a receipt and discharge for all such
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obligations and securities, as he shall receive from
him.” The board also voted to adjourn to the first
Wednesday in January next, in order to ¢receive and
examine the accounts of John Hancock, Esquire,
Treasurer of said College, which the board expect and
depend he will by that time lay before them.”

In conformity with this recommendation of the
Overseers the Corporation despatched Mr. Tutor Hall
to Philadelphia, to receive the College papers and
securities from Mr. Hancock. When Mr. Hall reach-
ed Fairfield, in Connecticut, he received information,
that Congress had removed to Baltimore ; and, doubt-
ing his authority to proceed to that city, he remain-
ed at Fairfield, and wrote to the Corporation for
instructions. They referred his letter to the Over-
seers, who, on the 7th of January, 1777, advised them
“to direct Mr. Hall to proceed to Baltimore, or to
any other place where Mr. Hancock may be, receive -
the papers, and return with them as soon as may be,
if they can be brought with safety.”” But if they
could not, and he was obliged to return without the
papers, then he was to be governed by special direc-
tions, with which the Overseers accompanied their
advice. Accordingly, on the 8th of January, the Cor-
poration instructed Mr. Hall to proceed to Philadel-
phia or elsewhere.

Mr. Hall having returned with the papers he had
obtained, Mr. Hancock’s attorney attended a meeting
of the Corporation on the 12th of March, 1777, and,
a receipt being given by the President of the College,
delivered ¢ the bonds and other obligations to an
amount exceeding sixteen thousand pounds, lawful
money.” But Mr. Hancock neither made a settle-
ment of his accounts, nor a statement of the balance
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remaining in his hands as Treasurer, nor a resignation
of his office. A meeting of the Overseers was con-
sequently held, on the 18th of March, when all the
letters that had passed between Mr. Bowdoin, chair-
man of their committee, the Corporation, and Mr.
Hancock, and also those written to Mr. Hall, were
read, and a committee was appointed to take the
whole subject into consideration, and report at the
next meeting. On the 25th of March, William Phil-
lips, in behalf of this committee, made a report,
which, after debate and amendments, was accepted
and passed, in the following words.

¢« Whereas the Honorable John Hancock, Esquire,
Treasurer of Harvard College, has long been, and still
is, employed in the high and important office of Presi-
dent of the Continental Congress, which necessarily
occasions his absence from this State, and many and
great inconveniences have resulted, and will further
result, to the College, by the absence of the Treasurer ;
— and whereas he has, in consequence of a vote of
the said board of Overseers, of the 13th of November
last, sent the bonds and other securities belonging to
the College, to be delivered to the members of the
Corporation, which have accordingly been so deliv-
ered ; — therefore it is voted by the said board of
Overseers, that it is highly expedient that another
Treasurer, who shall constantly reside within the
State, be elected in the stead, or place, of Mr. Han-
cock, and that it be recommended to the Corporation
to proceed to a choice accordingly.”

Notwithstanding this explicit recommendation, the
Corporation could not screw their courage to the point
of choosing another Treasurer, before Mr. Hancock
had resigned the office. On the 8th, 15th, and 22d
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of April, they held meetings, ¢ which,” say the re-
cords, ¢ were employed in preparing an answer to
Mr. Hancock’s letter, brought by Mr. Hall; which
reply consisted of about twenty-eight pages in quarto,
in which the Corporation endeavoured to justify their
whole conduct toward him, by a recital of all the
billets and letters which had passed between them,
and every material transaction relating to the Treas-
urer, from their first application to him for a settle-
ment of their accounts.” *

The Corporation waited until July, probably in the
expectation that Mr. Hancock, mollified by their let-
ter of twenty-eight pages in quarto, or alarmed by the
advice given to their board by the Overseers, would
transmit his resignation of the office, and relieve
them from the necessity of removing him by choosing
another Treasurer.

Mr. Hancock, however, took no notice of either
the vote or the letter. Accordingly, on the 14th of
July, the Corporation, finding the necessity of acting
absolute, passed a solemn and formal vote, in which
after recapitulating in exact terms, the vote and recom-
mendation of the Overseers, they thus proceed ; ¢ And
whereas, after this, the Corporation wrote a letter to
the Treasurer, dated April the 22d, 1777, in which
they very particularly and fully stated to him all their
proceedings with respect to the Treasury, and, since
that, have waited until this time, in expectation of
seeing Mr. Hancock, or hearing from him, but have

* See Appendix, No. XXI. —The records add, ¢ This and all the
other letters are on file among the College papers. By vote of the
Corporation, the President signed a fair draft in the name of the rest,
and it was sent forward by the post the Monday following.”
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been disappointed in both these respects, and the dif-
ficulties arising from the absence of the Treasurer are
daily increasing, so that there is a pressing necessity
that the treasury should be speedily opened, and there
is no prospect that Mr. Hancock will be able to attend
to the business of that office ; therefore the Corpora-
tion find it necessary to proceed, without further delay,
to the choice of a Treasurer agreeably to the foregoing
recommendation of the Overseers.” 'The record con-
tinues ; ¢ The Corporation, having procured the pres-
ence of the Overseers, by their counsel and consent
proceeded to elect a Treasurer, in the room of the
Honorable John Hancock, whose employment in the
American Congress unavoidably prevents his attending
to the business of that office, and by their written
votes it appeared, that Ebenezer Storer, Esquire, was
chosen.” In this election the Overseers concurred on
the same day.

This act was regarded by Mr. Hancock as personal,
and intended to injure his popularity, and was never
forgiven. His subsequent intercourse with the Cor-
poration was in language respectful, but in fact defy-
ing and embarrassing. The bonds and other papers
of the College had, indeed, been delivered up, but
his accounts remained unsettled. The balance in his
hands was unknown to the Corporation; and he
showed no disposition to give them any satisfaction
on the subject. Yet, being aware of his political in-
fluence, and the great dependence of the College upon
the annual grants of the legislature of Massachusetts
for the support of its President and Professors, they
made a bold attempt to conciliate him. To this end,
in January, 1778, they passed a most supplicatory
vote, requesting him ¢ to permit his portrait to be
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drawn at the expense of the Corporation, and placed
in the philosophy chamber, by that of his honorable
uncle.”* Mr. Hancock was not of a temperament
to be thus wrought upon, and he took no notice of
the vote. As he made no arrangements respecting
his accounts, the Corporation abandoned the hope of
obtaining a settlement, by their own efforts, and in
October, 1778, called the Overseers to their aid, by
proposing that a committee of both Boards should be
raised on the accounts of Mr. Hancock, and appoint-
ing on their part, President Langdon and Treasurer
Storer; to whom the Overseers joined Artemas Ward,
Francis Dana, and Benjamin Austin. This committee
reported in December, that they ¢ had repeatedly ap-
plied to Mr. Hancock to attend to that business, with-
out success.” The Oversecers then voted to ¢ desire the
same committee to take such further measures, as they
shall judge most proper, to bring Mr. Hancock to a
speedy settlement.” In January, 1779, the Overseers
voted, that the Corporation be requested to place their
several votes respecting the settlement of the ac-
counts of their late Treasurer, John Hancock, and
their whole correspondence with him on that subject,
before their board, at their adjournment. Measures
were taken by the Overseers to ensure a full meeting,
and accordingly, on the 15th of February, twenty-nine
members of that board assembled. The votes and
correspondence of the Corporation, requested by the
Overseers, were communicated by the President.
They were read, and a statement made of what
had passed between Mr. Hancock and the committee
of both boards. After much debate, a vote passed,

* See Appendix, No. XXII.
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¢ that the Corporation be and they hereby are advised
to put in suit, at the next session of the Court of Com-
mon Pleas for the County of Suffolk, the bond which
the Honorable John Hancock, late Treasurer of Har-
vard College gave, in his said capacity, to the Corpo-
ration of that society, unless he should seasonably set-
tle his accounts as Treasurer thereof.” This vote
was postponed until the next meeting of the Over-
seers, on the 25th of February, when, the records
state, ‘‘two members of the board having informed
the Overseers, that Mr. Hancock had assured them;
that, when the General Assembly should adjourn, he
would enter upon the business of settling his accounts
as Treasurer of Harvard College, and complete the
same as soon as may be,” the board postponed the
subject to the adjournment. No settlement having
been made, it was further postponed until the 20th
of May, 1779, when the vote to put in suit the bond
of Mr. Hancock was renewed in the board of Over-
seers, and passed in the negative. Whereupon Fran-
cis Dana, General (Artemas) Ward, and Benjamin
Austin, the members of the committee for settling
Mr. Hancock’s accounts, immediately and successively
moved, “to be excused from any further concern in
that affair.”

199

CHAPTER
XXIX.,

Vote to put
in suit Mr.

Hancock’s

bond, post-
poned,

and nega-
tived.

In June, the subject was revived, and another com-

mittee appointed, but nothing was done. Mr. Han-

cock would not settle his accounts voluntarily, and,

as he was in the height of his popularity and power,
a majority of the Overseers could not be brought to
recommend an enforcement of their rights. The
Corporation also felt the dependence of the College
on the legislature, in which his influence was pre-
dominant. A report of a committee of the Corpo-
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cusprer ration was laid before the Overseers in September,
> which stated, that neither the amount of the Col-
lege property, nor the state of the specific appro-
priations, could be ascertained, ¢ Mr. Hancock’s ac-
counts being still unsettled.” The Overseers took
Atemptsto no notice of this statement. In July, 1780, Mr.

obtain a

selement Hancock’s accounts being still unsettled, the Over-
of Mr. Han-

cocklsac- seers raised and instructed a committee “to repre-
newed.  gent to Mr. Hancock the necessity of his making a
speedy settlement of his accounts, and delivering such
-papers as he may have, belonging to the College, into
the hands of the present Treasurer, in order to his
being enabled to perfect his accounts.” This repre-
sentation met the same treatment as its predeces-
sors, — utter neglect from Mr. Hancock.
Mr. Han- In October, 1780, Mr. Hancock was chosen the
cock chosen . .
Governorof first Governor under the present Constitution of
setts. Massachusetts. In his address to the legislature, he
did not omit ¢ warmly to commend Harvard College
to their care and patronage,” and the Corporation,
therefore, deemed themselves called upon to follow
the example of other public bodies, and to make a
complimentary address to the chief magistrate; in
< which t.hey expressed ¢ their happiness, that a gen-
mtonto tleman is placed at the head of the General Court
and of the Overseers, who has given such substantial
evidence of his love of letters, and aftection to the
College, by the generous and repeated benefactions,
with which he hath endowed it.”

The Corporation, however, gained nothing by these
demonstrations of loyalty. In March, 1781, Governor
Hancock took his seat, ex officio, as President of the
board of Overseers, but permitted his accounts as

Treasurer to remain unsettled. In December, a com-
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mittee of the Overseers ventured to state, that the
amount of the whole College property could not be
ascertained, ‘“the late Treasurer Hancock’s accounts
being yet unsettled.” But a wise silence was main-
tained. A settlement, which the Overseers would not
enforce against Mr. Hancock when only a private in-
dividual, it could not be expected they would attempt
when he was governor of the Commonwealth. In
February, 1783, the committee on Treasurer Storer’s
accounts had the hardihood to state, that ¢ it is not
yet known what sums the late Treasurer had re-
ceived and paid, his accounts being still unsettled,”
and to read this report in the presence of Governor
Hancock, then presiding at the board of Overseers.
The annunciation produced no effect.

In April, 1783, the Corporation directed their Presi-
dent to address a letter ¢ to the chairman of the com-
mittee of the Overseers chosen to settle the College
accounts with the late Treasurer, his Excellency John
Hancock, requesting information of what steps the
committee had taken to bring on a settlement, and
representing the disagreeable circumstances of those
officers of the College, who have depended upon
grants of the General Court for a part of their sup-
port, in consequence of said accounts remaining un-
settled.” On the 6th of May ensuing, the Overseers
awakened from their lethargy. Either their patience
was exhausted, or they were roused by the urgency
of the Corporation; and at a meeting, at which six-
teen members were present, a vote passed unani-
mously, ¢ that, upon the day to which this meeting
shall be adjourned, this board will come to a final
resolution, respecting the measures necessary to eff-ct
a settlement of the late Treasurer’s accounts. in < se
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they shall then not be settled,” and the Secretary was
directed to communicate a copy of this vote to Mr.
Hancock. The spirit of the Overseers soon evaporat-
ed. Governor Hancock presided at the next meecting,
in June, and it passed without any notice being taken
of his delinquency.

In July, the subject again came under the con-
sideration of the Overseers, but, as the record states,
¢“it appearing to the board, that his Excellency had
been incapable of attending to that business since the
last meeting, by bodily indisposition, and, he now
declaring that, immediately on the recess of the Gen-
eral Court, he will attend to and complete his settle-
ment of his accounts with the College,” it was voted,
to postpone the subject to the 2d of September. On
that day the committee reported, that some progress
was made towards a settlement, and that the Governor
had promised to give all the light in his power, but
the balance could not be determined, and settlement
was again postponed. More than a year elapsed, and
none was effected. On the 8th of November, 1784,
Treasurer Storer reported Governor Hancock’s balance
to be yet due, and, on the 18th of that month, the Over-
seers voted, ¢ that, at the adjournment of this meeting,
the board will take into consideration what measures
may then be proper to be taken to bring the late
Treasurer’s accounts to a final close.” This adjourned
meeting was held on the 25th of January, 1785,
but, in consequence of a letter from Governor Han-
cock, the board again adjourned to the 10th of Feb-
ruary, and passed a special vote, directing the Treas-
urer ¢ immediately to call on the Governor for an
adjustment and final settlement of his accounts, and



HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

to lay before the board what shall have been done on
the subject, at the adjournment.”

After having been five times successively elected
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Mr. Hancock, on the 29th, of January, 1785, gave
notice to the legislature of his intention to resign the
office of Chief Magistrate, which he accordingly did
on the 18th of the succeeding February. During
the interval which elapsed between the annuncia-
tion and execution of this intention, he made a set-
tlement of his accounts as. Treasurer of the College,
which he had withheld nearly eleven years from the
time of the first demand of the Corporation, in No-
vember, 1774. On the 10th of February, a letter
from Governor Hancock to the Overseers was com-
municated by the Lieutenant-Governor, ¢ taking leave
of them, and expressing his good wishes for their
prosperity, and that of the College ;?” and at the same
meeting Treasurer Storer reported, that Governor
Hancock had made a final settlement of his accounts,
and there was due from him to the College a balance
of one thousand and fifty-four pounds, which by that
settlement he had acknowledged.

Being about to lose the influence of office, Mr. Han-
cock condescended to make this acknowledgment;
but no payment, either of principal or interest, was ob-
tained. The Corporation waited until the next Sep-
tember, when they passed a vote, that, unless Mr. Han-
cock’s debt was paid or secured, by a day specified,
the Treasurer should bring an action for its recovery.
This measure produced a bond and security from Mr.
Hancock, but still no payment of either principal or
interest. In 1787, Mr. Hancock became a candidate,
in opposition to Governor Bowdoin, and succeeded in
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removing him from the chair of state. The Corpo-
ration, deeming it hopeless to seek payment, ceased
from all attempts, until November, 1789, when Treas-
urer Storer wrote to the Governor, stating, that ¢ the
University could not subsist without receiving its in-
terest money.” To this letter, Mr. Storer states, only
a verbal answer was returned, ¢ It was very well.”
He then applied to James Sullivan, the Governor’s at-
torney, stating that ¢ the Corporation of Harvard Col-
lege had ordered Governor Hancock’s bond to be put in
suit,” and expressing ¢ his extreme reluctance to put it
in execution.”” Sullivan replied, that, having seen the
Governor, he had orders to pay it out of moneys he
had to collect, and which he supposed would be sooner
than it could be recovered by law.” On the 15th of
January, 1791, payment had not been made, and
Storer wrote to Sullivan, complaining of his failure
to perform his promise ; and, ““as the College officers
are suffering for want of their pay, and no money in
the treasury, he reminds Sullivan of his engagement.”
In April, of the same year,* Storer wrote again to
Governor Hancock, representing the distress of the
Professors, and again in August, stating the embar-
rassments of the treasury, and adding, that ¢as your
public declarations fully evince your Excellency’s de-
sire to promote the interests of the society, and best
wishes for its support, I must attribute my not hear-
ing from you respecting your bond to your many
avocations ; permit me therefore again to remind you
of it, and to request that your Excellency will ap-
point a time for me to wait on you for a settle-
ment.” No effect being produced, Storer wrote to

* See Appendix, No. XXIIL
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him again in November and December of the same
year ; which twice drew a promise from Mr. Hancock
to pay in a week, in which he failed, as in other
promises. In May, 1792, Storer repeated his solici-
tations with like ill success. In September, 1792,
Storer wrote again, with great urgency, and intimated,
very plainly, an intention to resort to law. This drew
from Mr. Hancock a promise to pay in the ensuing
January, in which he likewise failed. Oliver Wen-
dell and Treasurer Storer were finally appointed a
committee to act on the demand against the Governor.
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Mr. Hancock, when their market price was at eigh-
teen shillings, if he would pay; but without success.
Thus terminated the negotiation. In October, 1793,
Mr. Hancock died, and his heirs, two years after his
death, in the year 1795, made a settlement of nine
years’ interest due upon his account, and, in the course
of six or seven years, payment of the principal. In
conclusion Treasurer Storer states, ¢ The heirs of Mr.
Hancock refused to pay compound interest, whereby
the College loses upwards of five hundred and twenty-
six dollars.”

The preceding relation, taken almost wholly from
the records of the Corporation and Overseers, and
from the official letters yet remaining on file, may be
thought by some to have bheen made with unnecessary
minuteness. DBut no topic occupies a greater space
in the records of the Corporation and Overseers than
the conduct of John Hancock, and no event created
a more deep and hostile feeling against the institu-
tion, among his friends and partisans, than his being re-
moved from the office of Treasurer, and consequently
from a seat in the Corporation, without his resignation,
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of transactions affecting the character of distinguish-
ed individuals, which it was impossible to omit, a full
and exact statement was deemed the only course
consistent with impartiality and fidelity. The marked
neglect, with which Mr. Hancock treated the requests,
complaints of embarrassment, and even threats of
prosecution, from the Overseers and Corporation, has
no sufficient apology in the circumstances either of
the country or of the individual. The Corporation
were at all times disposed to grant him every indul-
gence, consistent with their duty to the institution
and, during nearly twenty years, through which his
refusal to settle and pay over the balance of his ac-
count as Treasurer extended, there probably was not
a week, in which it might not have been closed,
at least so far as to satisfy all immediate claims, by a
simple order to his clerk, with no expense of time or
labor, except testing its accuracy and examining a
very few vouchers. The great estate which he left at
his death, shows that his resources were always am-
ple.  But Mr. Hancock was exposed to those severe
trials of human character, great wealth suddenly ac-
quired, and unbounded and long-continued popular-
ity. He had just attained the age of twenty-seven,
when he received, from the bounty of a relative,* the
greatest estate which had ever been thus acquired
in the Province. His disposition was liberal, his man-
ners were full of suavity and attraction, his love of
place and popularity intense. He early joined the
patriotic party, whose leaders perceived the advantage
of placing him at their head, and giving him every

& Se'e above, p. 143.
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distinction, they could command. By the continued
influence of these possessions, manners, and circum-
stances, he acquired a popular power, which in this
country has scarcely been exceeded. His removal
from the office of Treasurer, and consequently from his
seat in the Corporation, a place valued for its honor
and influence, was regarded by bim and his political
friends, as a blow aimed at his popularity. And in
1779, the election of James Bowdoin, the favorite
of the opposite party, into that board, tended to
confirm this opinion. Party spirit and personal jeal-
ousy, therefore, probably united to perpetuate that
‘ serious resentment,” which he avowed, and com-
bined with policy and convenience, to determine his
course of conduct towards the institution. The finan-
cial embarrassments of the times were no obstacle
with him to a liberal expenditure. The style of living
he adopted, and the openness of his hand to every
object coinciding with his views or his interests, kept
his ample resources in a perpetual state of exhaustion.
It suited both his interest and policy, to postpone
debts, and gratify friends.

No name stands emblazoned on the records of the
Corporation, as a benefactor, with more laudatory epi-
thets than that of John Hancock. But his title to this
distinction must depend upon the view which is taken
of his first subscription of five hundred pounds. In
July, 1767, when no motives of policy influenced the
Corporation, this donation is stated to be ¢ the pro-
posed gift of Thomas Hancock,” his ¢ signified in-
tention to subscribe towards the restoration of the
library, the sum of five hundred pounds sterling, the
completion of which was prevented by his sudden
death;” the act of John Hancock is recorded as “a
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demonstration of his generous affection to the Col-
lege, and as having done honor to the memory of his
uncle, by voluntarily fulfilling his noble intention.” *
In the Donation Book of the College, ¢ collected by
order of the Corporation, in 1773,” the year in which
Mr. Hancock, as Treasurer, took his seat in that
board, and when he was at the height of his popularity,
this gift is recorded on one page, as exclusively ¢ the
subscription of John Hancock,” and, on the next but
one, as his ¢ generous fulfilment of the intentions of
his late uncle, the Honorable Thomas Hancock.”+ It
was generally regarded, and probably by Mr. Han-
cock, as an indispensable obligation ; and it would have
been almost impossible for a young man, ambitious
of popularity and power, on receiving an estate, esti-
mated at seventy thousand pounds sterling, from the
bounty of a relative, to refuse to fulfil his ‘signified
intention” to subscribe five hundred pounds in favor
of an institution, which every man of influence in the
Province was laboring to raise from its ruins.

If this subsecription be placed to the account of
its avowed origin, the good-will of Thomas Hancock,
the College was indebted to the bounty of John Han-
cock, before the death of Thomas Hancock, as stated
in the records of the College ¢ for a curious dipping-
needle,” and, after that event, for ¢ the sum of fifty-
four pounds and four shillings sterling, being the excess
of the cost of the books ordered by the Corporation,
beyond the five hundred pounds derived from the good-
will of his uncle;?” for “a full-length picture of that
benefactor ;7 and also for ¢ a set of the most elegant
carpets, to cover the floors of the library, the apparatus

* See Appendix, No. XVIII. t Ibid., No. XI. pp. 484, 494,
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and philosophy chambers, and covering the walls of the
latter with a rich paper ; ” for “an Account of Lon-
don and its Environs, in six volumes,” — ¢ Calasio’s
Hebrew Lexicon, in four volumes,” — and ¢ a curious
coralline, in its natural bed.” The entire value of
these donations certainly did not greatly exceed, and
was probably less than, the actual loss sustained, ac-
cording to the statement of Treasurer Storer, by
Mr. Hancock’s long denial of the rights of the Col-
lege, and withholding its property.

From respect to the high rank which John Han-
cock attained among the patriots of the American
Revolution, it would have been grateful to have passed
over in silence the extraordinary course he pursued
in his official relations to Harvard College, had truth
and the fidelity of history permitted. But justice to
a public institution which he essentially embarrassed
during a period of nearly twenty years, and also to
the memory of those whom he made to feel and to
suffer, requires that these records of unquestionable
facts, which, at the time when they occurred, were
the cause of calumny and censure to honorable men,
actuated in their measures solely by a sense of official
ﬁdehty, should not be omitted. In republics, popular-
ity is the form of power most apt to corrupt its pos-
sessor, and to tempt him, for party ends or personal
interest, to trample on right, or set principle at defi-
ance. History has no higher or more imperative duty
to perform, than, by an unyielding fidelity, to impress
. this class of men with the apprehension, that, although
through fear or favor, they may escape the animadver-
sions of contemporaries, there awaits them, in her
impartial record, the retribution of truth.
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CHAPTER XXX.

Daniel Henchman.— Edward Kitchen. — Ezekiel Hersey.— John Bar-
nard. — Nicholas Boylston. — Theodore Atkinson. — John W inthrop.
— The other Benefactors of the College, during the Provincial State
of Massachusetts. — Aids extended to the College by the Legisla-
ture ; Grants of Money, the Erection of Buildings, and Donations of
Land. — Retrospective Survey of the Finances of the College. —Its
successive Treasurers, Thomas Danforth, John Richards, Samuel Now-
ell, Thomas Brattle, William Brattle, John White, Edward Hutchin-
son, Thomas Hubbard, John Hancock, Ebenezer Storer.— Their Ac-
counts.— Amount of Funds of the College, accumulated while Mas-
sachusetts was a Province.

THE embarrassments consequent on the war of the
Revolution, and the new principles and influences,
which ensued upon the change in the relations of Mas-
sachusetts from a dependent Province to a sovereign
State, affected also the finances of Harvard College,
and its dependence on the legislature. Before tracing
the progress of the institution under these new auspices,
some instances of individual bounty and legislative
patronage require to be noticed, and the early finances
of the College to be reviewed.

Daniel Henchman 1is the earliest benefactor, whose
munificence remains unacknowledged. Although a
native and inhabitant of Boston, few traces are found
of his life, and these obscure and traditionary. It is
only known, that he acquired wealth, and a character
for intelligence and integrity, in the business of a sta-
tioner ; that he was distinguished for zeal in promot-
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ing all pious and charitable designs ; and that he held cnarrer

successively the appointments of Deacon of the Old ———

South Church, in Boston, overseer of the poor, and

lieutenant-colonel of the militia of Suffolk County, at a

period, when those offices were considered as among

the high honors of society. Thomas Hancock, found-

er of the Professorship of Hebrew and other Oriental

Languages in Harvard University, entered mercantile

life under his patronage, married his daughter, and, at

his death, in 1761, received under his will, as residuary

legatee, the larger portion of his great estate. In April,

1742, Mr. Henchman gave to Harvard College one

hundred ounces of silver, and, in October, 1747, two

hundred and fifty pounds, old tenor, the income to be

given to the Hollis Professor, ¢ so long as he shall be a

member in full communion with some Congregational

or Presbyterian Church, and shall profess and teach the

principles of the Christian religion, according to the

well-known confession of faith, drawn up by a synod

of the churches in New England.” On failure of

either condition, ¢ the annual interest was to be given

by the President and Fellows of Harvard College to

some deserving student of the said College, whose

parents are not able to bear the charge of his public

education, and who shall be approved by the pastors

of the Old South Church, in Boston, for the time

being, preference being given first to a child of this

town of Boston.” In 1758, Mr. Henchman gave to

the College an additional sum of upwards of sixty-six

pounds, lawful money, without annexing any condition.
Concerning the life of Edward Kitchen, but little Edward

o n Kitchen.

information can now be obtained. He was a distin-

guished merchant of Salem, characterized by piety

and benevolence, who was called to drink deeply of
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cuserer the bitter waters of affliction, by the loss of his wife

XXX.

Ezekiel
Hersey.

and all his children. In the distribution of his estate,
at his death, which occurred in 1766, he forgot neither
the advancement of religion, the instruction of the
Indian natives, nor the interests of science. He be-
queathed one hundred pounds, lawful noney, to Har-
vard College.

Ezekiel Hersey, of Hingham, distinguished for the
amount and wise appropriation of his bounty, was
born in 1708, and was graduated at Harvard College
in 1728. He commenced his medical studies under
Dr. Dalhonde, a French physician of Boston, who
was opposed to inoculation for the small-pox, when
introduced by Dr. Boylston. Young Hersey, how-
ever, did not imbibe the prejudices of his instructor,
but was among the first who submitted to the pre-
ventive process. He entered upon the profession
of a physician and surgeon in his native town of
Hingham, soon acquired great popularity, and his
practice extended over the counties of Plymouth, Nor-
folk, and Barnstable. His intellectual powers were
strong, his manners pleasing, and his professional atten-
tions assiduous and faithful. To the rich his charges
were proverbially moderate, and to the poor his ser-
vices were ever ready, and often gratuitous. Yet he
attained great wealth, according to the estimate of his
contemporaries, and was among the most beloved and
honored of the distinguished men of that period.

Dr. Hersey took an active interest in the early pat-
riotic efforts of the colonies, and was often chairman
of committees, which Hingham raised, in unison with
other towns of Massachusetts, for concerting measures
in defence of the liberties of the country. His elo-
quence is said to have been ¢ most persuasive,” pow-
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erfully infusing into other minds his own enthusiasm.
But he lived not to witness the independence of his
country. He died universally lamented, in December,
1770. Dr. Hersey bequeathed one thousand pounds,
lawful money, to the President and Fellows of Har-
vard College, ¢ the interest thereof to be by them ap-
propriated towards the support of a Professor of Anat-
omy and Physic, and for that use only.” *

One of the most constant and devoted friends of
this seminary was the Rev. John Barnard. He was
born in Boston, in 1681, and was graduated at Har-
vard College in 1700. He commenced his studies for
the ministry under the direction of Cotton Mather,
but soon manifested that his spirit was more congenial
with that of the Rev. Benjamin Colman, whose friend-
ship he cultivated and retained through life. In 1707,
Mr. Barnard was appointed, by Governor Dudley,
chaplain of the army sent against Port Royal. His
temperament being naturally ardent and fearless, he
exposed himself to dangers, while in that service, not
strictly within the scope of his professional duties.
After the failure of the expedition, he visited Eng-
land, where he preached with acceptance, and availed
himself of the opportunities his residence in that
country afforded, to improve his taste and style by a
studious observation of the best models of pulpit elo-
quence. On his return to Massachusetts he renewed
his intimacy with Dudley and Colman ; but the former
was out of favor with the popular party in politics,
and the latter, with the prevailing party in religion.
Mr. Barnard attributes his failure in a settlement at
~ Roxbury to an opinion circulated, that he was a par-

* See Appendix, No. XXIV.
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cuaprer tisan of Governor Dudley, and his disappointment of a

XXX.

Nicholas
Boylston.

settlement in Boston, to the influence of the Mathers,
who openly opposed him as a ¢ manifesto man.” *

In 1716, he was ordained pastor of the first Church
in Marblehead. Here he formed a strict friendship
with the Rev. Edward Holyoke, and advocated his
elevation to the presidency of Harvard College, after
the death of President Wadsworth.t Mr. Barnard’s
connexion with the church at Marblehead was happy
and useful, and continued fifty-four years, until his
death. By his people he was beloved and reverenced
as a father, and ‘“among the clergy he seemed as a
High Priest.” Dr. Chauncy, in his sketches of em-
inent men in New England, represents him as ¢ one
of our greatest men,” and as ‘“equalled by few in
readiness of invention, liveliness of imagination, or
strength and clearness in reasoning.”

His printed discourses are numerous, and distin-
guished for plainness, earnestness, and vigor. He
aided the restoration of the library, in 1764, by do-
nations of ¢ many books”; and by his last will he
bequeathed to Harvard College two hundred pounds,
lawful money, in token, as his will expresses, ¢ of
thankfulness to God for the great mercy of my lib-
eral education there, and sincerely desirous of the
flourishing of that society in religion and good lit-
erature.”

Nicholas Boylston, who laid the foundation of the
professorship in Harvard College, which bears his
name, was born in Boston,in 1716, of a family distin-

* See Vol. I. pp. 133, 134, t See above, pp. 6, 7.

{ See Eliot’s and Allen’s Biog. Dict. — Collections of Massachusetts
Historical Society, First Series, Vol. X. p. 157 ; also, Third Series, Vol. V.
p. 177. f
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guished for its public spirit, and benevolence. Skill-
ful and assiduous in business, and uniting integrity
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with diligence, he became eminent and successful -

as a merchant in his native town, and, having accu-
mulated a fortune adequate to his desires, was about
retiring for its enjoyment, when he was suddenly
arrested by death, in August, 1771, at the age of
fifty-five.

He contributed llberally for the relief of the Col-
lege, when, in 1764, its library was lost by fire; and,
by his last will, bequeathed fifteen hundred pounds
for the foundation of ¢ a Professorship of Rhetoric and
Oratory.” In February, 1771, his executors paid this
amount into the College Treasury, when the Corpora-
tion passed solemn votes, expressing ¢ their grateful
respect to the memory of Mr. Boylston, whose name
will be distinguished, in future ages, among the first
patrons and benefactors to the interests of literature, in
his native country,” — and ¢ their thanks to his execu-
tors for the obliging manner in which they had dis-
charged this part of their trust,” assuring them, and the
near relations of the generous founder, that nothing in
their power should be wanting, to render this new and
important institution answerable to his noble intention,
and honorary to his memory. They also asked the
favor of Thomas Boylston, one of the executors of the
deceased, to permit a full length portrait of his de-
ceased brother to be drawn, at the expense of the
College, from an original in his possession, and placed
in Harvard Hall, with those of Thomas Hollis and
Thomas Hancock. This painting, executed by Cop-
ley, and now in the possession of the College, is one
of the most successful and finished labors of that
distinguished artist.

His founda-
tion of the
Professor-
ship of
Rhetoric
and Orato-

ry.
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Theodore Atkinson, an inhabitant of the State of
New Hampshire, was among the most useful and hon-
ored men of the Province, in which his lot of life was
cast. He was burn in 1697, was graduated at Har-
vard College in 1718, and was called to sustain many.
important civil and military offices in after life. In
1727, he was sent to Canada, as one of the commis-
sioners to prosecute the release of prisoners, and to
remonstrate with the Governor of that colony on ac-
count of his exciting the Indians to war. He com-
manded the first regiment of the New Hampshire
militia, and was in active service during the war with
France and the Indians. He was, at different periods,
collector of the customs, naval officer, sheriff of the
Province, and, in Juwe, 1754, delegate to the Con-
gress, which assembled at Albany. On his return
from this service, he was appointed chief justice of
the Superior Court of New Hampshire, and, in 1769,
secretary of the Province ; offices which he continued
to exercise until the American Revolution. He was
intelligent and active, possessed great capacity for busi-
ness, an imagination both lively and fertile ; and was
fond of the encounter of wit, practising it himself, and
encouraging it in others.

He died in 1779, and by his last will, besides other
legacies to pious and charitable objects, bequeathed
one hundred pounds sterling to Harvard University,
“to be laid out and improved in purchasing such
books as may be thought most useful in the study of
the civil, statute, and common law of England; and
my desire is, that the books so purchased may be
placed in that part of said College library assigned
for the donations made by the Province of New Hamp-
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shire ; and I would have also the gilded letters T. A.,
impressed upon one of the covers of each volume.” *

These outlines of the lives and characters of the
individuals most distinguished during the provincial
period of Massachusetts, for their bounty towards Har-
vard, are unavoidably faint and imperfect, through the
obscurity of early records and the lapse of time. The
names and memories of other benefactors, actuated
by a spirit of equal kindness towards the institution,
but whose generosity was limited by fortune or their
relations in life, also deserve to be recorded in
these pages, with sentiments of affection and grati-
tude. T

The literary and scientific attainments of John
Winthrop acquired celebrity in his own country and
in Europe, and entitle him to be regarded as one of
the brightest ornaments of Harvard College. He was
born in Boston, in December, 1714, of a family illus-
trated, in every period of colonial history, by names
distinguished for patriotism and a love of literature ;
being lineally descended, in the fourth generation, from
John Winthrop, the first Governor of Massachusetts.
In 1732, he was graduated at Harvard College, and, in
1738, appointed Hollis Professor of Mathematics and
Natural Philosophy. 'The zeal, activity, and talent,
with which he applied himself to the advancement of
these sciences, justified the expectations which his
early promise had raised. As a lecturer he was
skilful and attractive, and during forty years he ful-

* See Adams’s Annals of Portsmouth,— Allen’s Biog. Dict. — Collec-
tions of the Massachusetts Historical Society, First Series, Vol. VIL
pp- 76, 203; Vol. IX. p. 222; Vol. X. p. 59.

1 See Appendix, No. XXV.
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filled the duties of the Professor’s chair to universal
acceptance.

The life of a literary man derives its chief interest
from his labors. Those of Professor Winthrop were
both practical and scientific. He had scarcely been
two years in the office of Professor before he com-
menced an intercourse with the Royal Society of
London, by transmitting, in December, 1740, ¢ obser-
vations of the transit of Mercury over the Sun,” for
which he received their thanks, and a request for a
continuance of his communications. These observa-
tions were published in their Transactions,* and were
also honorably noticed in the memoirs of the Royal
Academy of Arts and Sciences at Paris.

On the 18th of November, 1755, an earthquake
spread terror throughout New England. To calm the
apprehensions, which the superstitious tendencies of
the age and couiitry were exciting, Professor Winthrop
read a lecture on the subject, in the chapel of Har-
vard College, which was afterwards published ¢ by the
general desire of that society.” The phenomena of
earthquakes he refers “to the action of fire on the
particles of bodies converted into vapor, in the cgvities
of the earth.” After maintaining his theory by argu-
ments, indicating research and intellectual power, he
advances the consolatory fact, that, although they had
occasionally occurred in New England, from its first
settlement by the English, not a single life had eve:
been lost, nor any great damage done by them, and
that, therefore, ¢ they were not in a high degree for-
midable.” He concludes with reflections, tending to
allay the prevailing excitement, and maintaining, that

* Vol. XLII p. 572.
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earthquakes are ¢ neither objections against the order cuarrer

of Providence, nor tokens of God’s displeasure, accord-
ing to the views of skeptical or superstitious minds,
but that they are the necessary consequences of gen-
eral laws, and, like all the laws of nature, are not only
wise, but tend to produce upon the whole a maximum
of good.”” An account of this earthquake was trans-
mitted by him to the Royal Society, and published in
their Transactions. *

Professor Winthrop entered with a philosophic and
congenial spirit into the discoveries of his friend, Ben-
jamin Franklin, and took this occasion to support his
theory concerning the identity of electricity and light-
ning, and the protection against the latter, to be de-
rived from “iron points.” A clergyman of Boston
had published a treatise, suggesting that the use of
“ijron points,” in New England, by drawing the elec-
tric fluid from the clouds, and concentrating it upon
this part of the earth, might have been the cause of
this earthquake. Mr. Winthrop, therefore, subjoined
to his lecture on the subject, an Appendix, in which,
after applauding the sagacity of Mr. Franklin, in ac-
counting for the phenomena of thunder and lightning
on the principle of electricity, and his invention of the
lightning-rod, he proceeds to show that earthquakes
cannot be accounted for on the same principle. After
adducing various facts in support of his doctrine, he
concludes by expressing a hope, that he has ¢ fully vin-
dicated the character of those innocent and injured
tron points, and showed that all apprehensions arising
from them are groundless and chimerical.”

Several years afterwards (1770), religious scruples

* Vol. L. p. 1.

XXX,
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- cuaPTER Were again raised against these protecting instruments,

XXX,

by representing  thunder and lightning to be ¢ tokens
of the Divine displeasure,” and that it was a degree
of impiety to endeavour to prevent them from doing
their full execution.” Professor Winthrop again ap-
peared in defence of the invention of Franklin, by
publishing a dissertation, adapted to counteract these
scruples, and showing, that ¢ Divine Providence did not
govern the material world by immediate and extraor-
dinary interpositions of power, but by stated general
laws ;”” and that it is as much ¢ our duty to secure
ourselves against the effects of lightning, as from those
of rain, snow, or wind, by the means God has put into
our hands.”

In April, 1759, on the appearance of a remarkable
comet, he read two lectures in the chapel of Harvard
College, in which he stated the principal hypotheses
concerning these wandering bodies, and explained
the true theory of their nature and motions, according
to the latest discoveries.

In July, 1760, and November, 1761, he transmitted
to the Royal Society accounts of a whirlwind which
had occurred,* and of ‘¢ several fiery meteors, which
had been seen,t in New England,” which were also
published in their Transactions.

In January, 1761, the attention of the chief astrono-
mers of Europe was directed to the transit of Venus
over the Sun’s disc, which it had been calculated would
occur on the 6th of June, 1761. A correct observation
of this transit was considered of great scientific impor-
tance, to assist in solving that difficult problem, the
distance of the sun from the earth, and thus obtaining

* Vol. LIL p. 6. f Vol. LIV. p. 185.
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a more exact knowledge of the dimensions of the cuarrss

XXX.

solar system and of the magnitudes and densities of "

the planets and their satellites. Professor Winthrop
was inspired with an intense desire to assist in accon-
plishing this important object ; and, as the transit of Ve-
nus was not visible in the latitude of New England, he
determined, if possible, to observe it from Newfound-
land. He therefore addressed a memorial to Governor
Bernard, who, entering cordially into his views, by a
special message on the subject, obtained from the
Massachusetts legislature leave to place the Province
sloop at his service, for this purpose. In May, 1761,
Mr. Winthrop accordingly embarked for Newfound-
land, carrying with him, by permission of the Corpo-
ration, all the apparatus belonging to the College,
requisite for his design; which he happily accom-
plished. Soon after his return from this expedition,
he published his observations on this transit, and their
result enabled him to predict with certainty, that
Venus would pass again over the Sun’s disc on the 3d
of June, 1769.

He transmitted to the Royal Society, observations
concerning the longitude,* and concerning the transit of
Venus, in June, 1761, which were successively pub-
lished in their memoirs. Having in 1765, been ad-
mitted a member of that Society, he addressed to it
a treatise in Latin, entitled, ¢ Cogitata de Cometis.” ]
This treatise, and also his observations of the transit
of Venus in June, 1769,§ and on that of Mercury, in
October, 1743,|] were also transmitted to the Royal
Society, and published by them. In September, 1769

* Vol LIV.p.277.  #Vol.LIV.p.279. 1} Vol. LVIL p. 132.
§ Vol. LIX. p. 351, | Vol. LIX. p. 505.
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cuarter  Professor Winthrop addressed a letter to Dr. Frank-

lin, then in England, controverting the conclusions
of Mr. Bliss and Mr. Hornsby, who, in a publication
in the ¢ Philosophical Transactions,” supposed the
phases of the transit of Venus to be accelerated
by the equation for the aberration of light, maintain-
ing, that ¢according to his idea of aberration, the
transit would be retarded.” * In December, 1770,
he addressed another letter to Dr. Franklin, contain-
ing observations on the transit of Mercury over the
Sun on the 9th of November, 1769.1 Both these
letters were communicated by Franklin to the Roy-
al Society, and published in their Transactions; as
was also a letter addressed by Mr. Winthrop to that
Society, in March, 1773, relative to a passage in Cas-
tillon’s Life of Sir Isaac Newton, in which Mr. Win-
throp vindicates Newton from the charge, made by
his biographer, of having censured himself for hand-
ling geometrical subjects by algebraical calculations,
and for having called his book of algebra ¢ Universal
Arithmetic,” and from the charge of having commend-
ed Descartes for having done better. Each of which
assertions Mr. Winthrop controverts.f

The appearance of two comets, one in September,
1769, and the other in June, 1770, excited again the
attention of Professor Winthrop to this subject; and
he published some calculations concerning the former,
having for their object to determine its path round the
Sun, its perihelion, ascending node, and the inclina-
tion of its plane to the ecliptic;§ and, concerning the
latter, calculations on the various particulars, by which

* Vol. LX. p. 358. + Vol. LXI. p. 51. 1 Vol. LX1V. p. 153.
§ Edes and Gill’s Boston Gazetle, 2d October, 1769.
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its elements might be ascertained. As these ‘ did not
agree with the elements of any of the fifty-six comets
already calculated,” he concludes, ¢ this makes the
number of known comets to be fifty-seven.” *

The attainments of Professor Winthrop were not
limited to mathematical and philosophical pursuits.
His active, vigorous, and comprehensive mind em-
braced within its sphere various and extensive knowl-
edge; and he is, perhaps, better entitled to the char-
acter of a universal scholar than any individual of his
time, in this country. He wrote in Latin with purity
and elegance, studied the Scriptures critically in their
original languages, was well versed in those of modern
Europe, and, without dispute, was one of the greatest
mathematicians and philosophers America had then
produced.

In 1773, he was chosen a member of the Council
of the Province, and, with James Bowdoin and Samuel
Dexter, was negatived by a royal mandate. These
distinguished men had rendered themselves peculiarly
obnoxious, by their active opposition to the measures
of the British government; and they all regarded this
negative as the highest honor, which royalty could
bestow.

In October, 1774, Mr. Winthrop was chosen a del-
egate to the Provincial Congress. In 1775, he was
restored to the seat in the Council, from which he
had been ejected, and was also appointed Judge of
Probate. This office he held until his death, which
occurred in May, 1779, at the age of sixty-five.

Professor Winthrop had been guided, through life,
by high moral and religious principle; and, the day

* Draper’s Massachusetts Gazette, 20th September, 1770,
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before his death he gave emphatic testimony to the
truth of Christianity, declaring, that ¢ the light thrown
on the reality of a future state, in the Gospel, with me,
amounts to a demonstration. The hope that is set
before us, in the New Testament, is the only thing
which will support a man in his dying hour. If any
man build on any other foundation, in my apprehen-
sion, his foundation will fail.” ¢ In his writings,”
says his biographer, ¢ will be found decisive marks of
a religious turn of mind, and of a settled disposition
to direct philosophy to the noble objects emphatically
expressed by Lord Bacon, ¢the glory of the Creator,
and the relief of man’s estate.” ”” *

The legislature of the Colony and Province of Mas-
sachusetts Bay extended numerous and important aids
to Harvard College. These consisted either of dona-
tions of land, or grants of money for the erection of
buildings, or for the support of its President, Profes-
sors, and instructors. An account of the assistance
derived from this source, until the close of Mr. Dun-
ster’s presidency, has been already given; and it will
now be continued through the colonial and provincial
periods, with as much exactness as the lapse of time
and the defects of ancient records will permit.

In October, 1654, while the negotiation with
Chauncy, relative to his acceptance of the presidency
was pending, the General Court passed a resolve,

* See a Life of Professor Winthrop, written by the Hon. John Davis,
LL. D, and prefixed to a republication of the two Lectures on Comets,
in Boston, 1811 also President Langdon’s and Professor Wigglesworth’s
funeral Sermons, — Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society,
First Series Vol. X, p. 159, — Gill’s Continental Journal, for May 13th,
1779.
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that, ¢ there be yearly levied, by addition to the coun-
try rates, one hundred pounds, to be paid by the
Treasurer of the country to the College Treasurer, for
the behoof and maintenance of the President and
Fellows, to be distributed between the President and
Fellows, according to the determination of the Over-
seers of the College, to continue during the pleasure
of the country.”* The Overseers, in the November
following, ¢ tendered to the Rev. Mr. Charles Chaun-
cy the place of President, with the stipend of one
hundred pounds per annum, to be paid out of the coun-
try Treasury.”t Chaoncy was thus enabled to re-
ceive his stipend from the country Treasurer, without
any intervention of the Treasurer of the College ; and
this accounts for the fact, that the payment of this an-
nual sum appears neither in the books of the College
treasury, nor in the form of a grant from the General
Court. The acceding to this arrangement, by the
legislature, may be the occasion of that thankful ac-
knowledgment made by Chauncy, in October, 1655,
of their ¢ amending somewhat the manner of the pay-
ment of the allowance to him of £100.”f From the
absolute dependence of President Chauncy upon that
stipend for his support, it may be reasonably inferred,
that it was continued during his life. On the acces-
sion of President Hoar, the General Court raised his
salary to £ 150,§ and coutinued it at this rate until his
resignation, as appears by the record of the Court in
May, 1675, which declares that amount ¢ in money to
be settled upon him, and to continue until the next
session of the Court.”

In the same year, when Mr. Oakes accepted the

*See Vol L.p.467.  $1Ibid.  {Ibid, p.468.  § Ibid, p. 31.
VOL. IL. 29
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care of the College, his stipend was fixed at £100;
and, in February, 1680, when he was elected presi-
dent, the General Court voted him ¢ £ 50 per annum,
in country pay, (corn, wheat, &c.) over and above the
£100, in money already settled, provided he accept
the presidency.”

After the charter of the College passed by the Pro-
vincial legislature, in 1692, the stipend of the Pres-
ident, paid from the public treasury, was made to de-
pend upon their annual grants. The first grant of that
legislature was £ 100, but in 1693 they reduced it to
£50. This last sum, with an occasional exception,
arising from the endeavour to induce President Mather
to reside at Cambridge, or from some temporary cause,
was never exceeded during the whole of his presiden-
cy. In the vice-presidency of Willard it was some-
times raised to £60. It may, therefore, be stated,
with sufficient accuracy, that, from the foundation of
the College in 1636, to the presidency of Leverett, in
1707, the payments from the public treasury to those -
who held the office, or performed the duties of Presi-
dent, never exceeded, and probably never equalled, the
sum of one hundred pounds a year.

On the 10th of July, 1700, the General Court
passed a resolve, ¢ that £220 per annum be allowed
and paid out of the public Treasury to the President
of Harvard College, already chosen, or that shall be
chosen, by this Court; and that the person chosen
President of Harvard College shall reside at Cam-
bridge.” In 1707, when Mr. Leverett, on the solici-
tation of Governor Dudley, consented to accept the
presidency, the General Court refused to concur in
his election until they had repealed that resolve ;*

* See Vol. L. p. 611.
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which having done, and concurred in his election,
they fixed his salary at £150 per annum. In 1711,*
President Leverett received an additional grant of
£ 80, increased afterwards annually to £40, and once
to £50. Subsequently to the year 1719, these ad-
ditional grants are not mentioned on the records of
the General Court. But, on the supposition that they
were continued, it may be stated, with sufficient accu-
racy, that during the whole presidency of Leverett, the
grants to that officer, from the legislature, (including
the grant of £ 30, made in 1727 to his daughters,) f
never exceeded two hundred, and probably did not
average the sum of one hundred and eighty pounds a
year.

On the accession of Mr. Wadsworth, in 1726, the
salary of the President was fixed at £400, by the
General Court; of which £ 40 were to be derived
from the rents of Massachusetts Hall, and £ 360 from
annual grants. It may be stated, perhaps, with per-
fect accuracy, that this last sum was the amount of
these grants during the whole of his presidency.

Soon after the accession of Holyoke, in 1737, an-
nual grants were not only made to the President, but
were occasionally extended to the Professor of Di-
vinity, and the Instructor in Hebrew, and, after the
middle of the century, to the Professor of Mathemat-
ics. From the uncertainty of the time when these
grants commenced, from the variation in value of
the paper currency, and the imperfection of the rec-
ords, the difficulty of approximating to a satisfactory
estimate of their exact amount is extreme. About
the middle of the century they became generally regu-

* See Vol. L. p. 325. 4 Ibid., p. 327.
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cuaprer lar ; namely, to the President £250, to the Profes-
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sor of Divinity £ 100, to the Mathematical Professor
£80, and to the Hebrew Professor £20. But these
sums were occasionally varied during the last years
of Holyoke’s administration ; the grants to the Pres-
ident were diminished, and those to the other of-
ficers increased, leaving the total amount the same.
It may, therefore, be confidently stated, that, during
the whole presidency of Holyoke, the aggregate of
grants to all the College officers never exceeded, and
probably fell very far short, of four hundred and fifty
pounds a year; and this sum may be regarded as the
general rate of grants to these College officers, until
the adoption of the Constitution of Massachusetts, in
1780.

These annual grants were voted expressly as ¢ gra-
tuities ”’ to the officers designated ; of consequence, they
never entered into the College treasury, nor appeared
on its books. They added nothing to the permanent
funds of the institution, were occasionally varied, ac-
cording to the view taken of its other resources,
and were always graduated on a scale which would
enable those officers and their families merely to exist.*
The amount was in effect, annually repaid to the com-
munity by an equivalent reduction of assessments on
the students.

The College is indebted to the bounty of the legis-
lature o_f the Province for Massachusetts + and Hollis
Halls,} and for one thousand pounds,§ lawful money,
towards building a President’s house ; and to its sense
of justice, for Harvard Hall. ||

* See Appendix, No. XXVI. 1 See Vol. I. p. 322,
} See above, p. 101. § See Vol. L. p. 378. || See above, pp. 113.-115.
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All the grants of land made to the College, by the
legislature, during the seventeenth century, failed of
effect ; those made in 1652, 1653, and 1683, through
defect of title; and of the lands granted in 1658
the College was dispossessed by the colony of Con-
necticut. *

In the eighteenth century, the only lands given by
the Province to the Gollege, were reservations, in
grants of new townships, made with a view to the
future advantage of the institution. Thus, in the year
1719, two hundred and fifty acres were reserved by
the General Court, for Harvard College, “in each of
the two townships on the westerly side of Groton,”
afterwards called Townsend and Lunenburg. Be-
tween the years 1762 and 1774, rights were also re-
served to the College in twenty-five townships, lying
in the eastern part of Maine, some between the Penob-
scot and the St. Croix, others east of Saco River. In
twenty-three of these townships one sixty-fourth was
thus reserved, and, in the remaining two, one eighty-
fourth part. These reservations were estimated at
12,500 acres, and were intended as some indemnity
for the loss of the College library by fire in 1764,
which the rebuilding of Harvard Hall did not com-
pensate. The value of these lands, at the time of
the grants, it is not easy, at this day, to ascertain.
It is only known that townships in that part of Maine
were then and afterwards sold from nine pence to
one shilling an acre. Many years elapsed before any
benefit was received from these reservations, and the
College was deprived of some of them. Townsend
was afterwards included within the bounds of New

* See Vol. I. p. 40.
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Hampshire, and, as an indemnity, a reservation was
made, in 1771, in another township. But with many
of the other reservations, made in favor of the Col-
lege by the provincial legislature, it was finally lost,
the lands being regranted by the legislature of Mas-
sachusetts, after it became a State, without any re-
gard to the College reservations.

We have thus recapitulated, with as much exactness
as the nature of the subject admits, all the grants,
donations, and reservations made by the General Court,
in favor of the College, during the Colonial and Pro-
vincial times of Massachusetts.

A brief retrospective survey of the finances of the
College will show the state which they attained pre-
vious to the American Revolution, and assist in ex-
plaining the manner, in which the funds of the In-
stitution were saved from impending ruin, during
the continuance of a depreciating paper currency,
through the wisdom and fidelity of those, who had
the management of its affairs.

Thomas Danforth, who was appointed Treasurer
of the College in the charter of 1650, does not appear
to have entered upon that office until the resignation
of President Dunster, in 1654, At this time the
whole of the annual ¢ real revenue” of the College
applicable to its general purposes, was only twelve
pounds, and an additional income, appropriated to
scholarships of fifteen pounds.* Danforth continued in
office from October, 1654, until February, 1668 -9 ;
and his receipts from all sources, for fourteen years
and four months, were, in round numbers, £2,618,

* See Vol. I. p. 23.
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his expenditures, £1,755, leaving a balance, ¢ resting cuaprer

in stock,” of £863.*

XXX.

No regular account of the receipts and expendi- John Rich-

tures of John Richards, who succeeded Mr. Danforth

as Treasurer, in June, 1669, is now to be found on the
records or files of the College. But these show, that,
prior to 1683, he received, in legacies and other
donations, £1,577, lawful money,t including Holwor-
thy’s legacy, amounting to £1,234; and that, in do-
nations, about £300 were yet ¢ resting due.” I

In 1682, Mr. Richards sailed for England, and, pre-
vious to his departure, at the special request of the
Corporation, he ¢ delivered the College stock into the
hands of the former Treasurer, Mr. Danforth,” then
Deputy-Governor. From the account rendered by
Mr. Richards,§ which exists in the records, it appears,
that, besides rents arising from lands and annuities,
amounting to £48, the annual rent of the ferry,
amounting to £ 50, and some lands, to which no value
is affixed, the property of the institution, in April,
1682, amounted to upwards of £2,141.

The receipts and expenditures of Mr. Danforth, but
little exceeded £180. They were of the usual char-
acter, and included no donations. He performed the

* See College Book, Vol. I1L. pp. 46, 49.

t The currency of account in New England, subsequent to 1652, was
termed lawful money. It was one guarter less in value than English
currency of account, four shillings and sixpence sterling being equiv-
alent in value to six shillings lawful. In this work, when an amount is
stated in pounds, lawful money is intended, unless otherwise expressed.

The causes of this anomaly in the currency of New England, and of
other changes in it during the Colonial period, are historically traced and
explained in a work of great labor and research, entitled, “ An Historical
Account of Massachusetts Currency,” by the Rev. Joseph B. Felt; Bos-
ton, 1839. ’

1 See College Book, Vol. IIL. p. 59. § Ibid,, pp. 75, 76.

rds.
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ciarrer duties of Treasurer until January, 1682-3, when

. dte Corporation chose ¢ the worshipful Samuel Now-

Nowel. ell, Treasurer, liberty being referred for the wor-

shipful John Richards to reassume the place on his
return.” *

Mr. Danforth, in March, 1683, delivered to Mr.
Nowell the personal estate of the College, satisfac-
torily invested, amounting to £2,357, and in addition
‘in lands, houses, and annuities,” producing an annual
income of £242, including £50, the yearly rent of
the ferry.t

The records of the Corporation contain no other
account of the finances of the College, until the
29th of April, 1693, when, from a statement in the
handwriting of John Leverett, then a Tutor, after-
wards President, it appears that the College stock
had sunk, in the course of the last ten years, to
£1,5630, and that the incomes of its real estate, in-
clading £50 yearly rent of the ferry, amounted, at
that time, to the sum of £ 368.T

The cause of this deterioration is thus stated by
Tutor Flynt, many years afterwards, in his Alphabetical
Catalogue of Donations. ¢ The President (Leverett)
says, that Mr. Dudley, Mr. Stoughton, Major Rich-
ards, and himself, made up accounts with Mr. Nowell,
and they found several persons broke, to whom money
was let; to one, in Cambridge, £100. The rest
Mr. Nowell could give no account of. But the Col-
lege estate lost and sunk to the amount of £1,100 in
the hands of that good, but unfortunate gentleman;
who sunk his own estate also by ill management.”

* Corporation Records, College Book, Vol. III. p. 77.
+ Ibid., pp. €2, 83.
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After the return of Mr. Richards from England, he cnaerer

was formally discharged by the Corporation from the

XXX,

office of Treasurer, in May, 1693. Thomas DBrattle Thomas

was then chosen his successor, who held the office
more than twenty years, and managed the affairs of
the College with great skill and fidelity. But the
records of the Corporation contain no account set-
tled by him, until the 7th of April, 1712, when they
voted to him sixty pounds, ‘in consideration of
his faithful services as Treasurer, for now twenty
years.” *

Immediately succeeding this vote, and on the same
day, the records contain the following entry; ¢ Mr.
Treasurer Brattle, at this meeting, presented to the
Corporation sundry papers to be registered ; viz. the
accounts of the College stock, delivered to him by
Major Richards; his own account of the stock, as
it stood anno 1696, with a breviate of receipts and
payments, from July 4th, 1693, to the 11th of July
1696 ; and an inventory of the estate belonging to
Harvard College as it was, in his hands, July Ist,
anno 1712.” 'These papers were accordingly entered
on the records in the order here stated, and thus
present a complete view of the finances of the Col-
lege, during the treasurership of Thomas Brattle.

The first of these ¢ registered papers,”” shows that
Brattle received from Richards, in ¢ bonds, bills, mort-
gages, and cash,” £1,553; in outstanding debts, £180;
in annuities and rents in New England, £130; in
annuities and rents in England, about £23.

By the second of these ¢ registered papers,” it ap-
pears, that on the 11th of July, 1696, the College

* Ibid., Vol. IV. pp. 46-51.
VOL. II. 30

Brattle.
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cuarrer stock in Brattle’s hands, amounted to £2,063; be-

XXX.

William
Brattle.

sides annuities and rents, in New England, valued
at £128, and in England, at £23; that it claimed
lands in Piscataqua, and Merriconeag, under grants
from the Geuneral Court, and five hundred acres in
the Narraganset country, being the gift of Samuel
and Hannah Sewall.* From this statement of the
financial affairs of the College, at the end of the
seventeenth century, and from contemporary evidence,
it satisfactorily appears, that the efficient funds of the
College had been principally derived from private do-
nations, and that no important, if any, part of them
arose from donations of the General Court; the only
direct source of income accruing from its bounty be-
ing the rent of the ferry between Charlestown and
Boston, amounting to an average of £50 per year,
which was applied to defray the current expenditures
of the institution. Grants made by the General Court
to the President were paid directly to him, and never
entered the College treasury.

The third of these ¢registered papers?” exhibits
the estate of the College, increased between the year
1696 and 1712 to the sum of £ 2,952 ; the rents and
annuities in New England then amounting to an an-
nual income of £ 120, and those in England, and the
unimproved lands in the Province, continuing the same
as they were in 1696.

In the year 1713, Treasurer Brattle died, and his
brother and executor, the Rev. William Brattle, re-
tained the property of the College, at the request of
the Corporation, and, although not formally elected,
was by them empowered to act as Treasurer.

* See Vol. I. p. 407.
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In August, 1715, William Brattle delivered to John
White, who was then appointed Treasurer, the whole
College estate; and a minute statement of all the
bills, bonds, and mortgages, with his receipt, is placed
on the records of the Corporation.

At this time the College stock amounted to £ 3,767,
and its revenue from rents and annuities to £ 114,
including £72, the income from the ferry.* This
account by William Brattle, is the last which is trans-
cribed at large on the records of the Corporation.
No book nor any transcript of the accounts of Treas-
urer White remains. He held the office until his
death, in 1721, when Edward Hutchinson was chosen
his successor. The first account of this Treasurer,
found among the papers of the College, is dated Jan-
uary the 7th, 1746, by which it appears that the value
of the property of the institution had then risen to
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£11,150, < in bonds and mortgages, &c.” producing .

a yearly income, at six per cent., of £669, and hav-
ing thus nearly trebled in amount since the last
settlement of Mr. Brattle. This increase is readily
traced in the College records, to the amount of do-
nations received from the Hollises, the Saltonstalls,
and numerous other benefactors of the College.

By this account it appears, that at this time the
annual aggregate revenues of the College, from all
sources, real and personal, including the income of the
ferry and Pennoyer’s legacy, amounted to £1,900, and
the annual expenditure, including annual repairs and
excluding the repairs of the ferry-way, to £1,781.
Leaving an excess of income beyond the expenditure
of £119. The repairs of the ferry-way that year, are
stated at £300.

* College Book, Vol. IIL pp. 56, 57.
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cuaprer  Notwithstanding this apparent great increase of
XXX the College funds, Mr. Hutchinson’s treasurership
was a period, in" which they sustained great diminu-
tion. In 1690 Massachusetts commenced the issuing
of a paper currency, which in consequence of the pub-
lic debt, incurred in 1711, by the expedition against
Canada, she greatly increased. This currency depre-
ciated with every new emission; and, although at the
beginning of the century eight shillings in paper money
were equal to an ounce of silver, in 1749 forty-five
shillings were the equivalent. The College funds

sunk proportionably in value.
Edward Hutchinson died in March, 1752, and was
Thomss  Succeeded, in the ensuing April, by Thomas Hubbard ;
bl who was distinguished alike by accuracy and judg-
ment. In stating his first account, in April, 1755,* in

* Four of his accounts are preserved in the archives of the College,
which represent the progress of its funds during his administration of its

finances.
By the first, settled in 1755, the entire College stock was .  £4,576
Of which were specifically appropriated by the donors, 2,807
Subject to the control of the Corporation, . 3 £1,769

Its annual income being £ 503 ; its annual expendlture, £508
By the second, settled in 1761, its entire stock was . . £6,230

Of which were specifically appropriated, 5 S 5 . 3364
Subject to the control of the Corporation, . 2 2 . £ 2,866
Its annual income being £ 625 ; its annual expenditure, £ 538,
By the third, settled in 1769, its entire stock was . . £123U4
Of which were specifically appropriated, 2 g 3 6,106
Subject to the control of the Corporation, ; 3 . £6,218
Its annual income being £1,448; its annual expenditure, £ 1,246.
By the fourth, settled in 1770, its entire stock was . . £12923
Of which were specifically appropriated, c . . 6,188
Subject to the control of the Corporation, 5 < 3 £6,735

Its annual income being £1,513 ; its annual expenditure, £ 1,251,
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order justly to represent the value of the College stock,
he ¢ put down all the capital sums at only one fifth
part of the nominal sums originally given, in conse-
quence of the College funds having sunk for a number
of years antecedent to 1750, by the depreciation of
the paper currency.”

Thomas Hubbard died in July, 1773, and in the
same month his executor delivered to the President
of the College, bonds, notes, and Province Treas-
urer’s certificates to the amount of £ 15,449 14s. 2d.,
which the President delivered to his successor, John
Hancock.
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On the removal of Mr. Hancock from the office of Ebenczer

Treasurer, and the appointment of Ebenezer Storer,
the Corporation delivered to him, in bonds, notes, and
other securities, £16,443 11s. 10d., which may with
sufficient accuracy be stated as the amount of the
College funds, accumulated prior to the 4th of July,
1776, when Massachusetts ceased to be a Province.*

* See Treasurer Storer’s statement, in Harvard College Journal, Vel. I.
p- 8.

Storer.
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CHAPTER XXXI.

Funds of Harvard College.— Effects of the Depreciation of Paper Cur-
rency.— Salaries and Modes of Payment of Officers of the College. —
Progress of Depreciation.— The Corporation endeavour to counteract
its Effects.— They memorialize the General Court for a permanent
Provision for the President; without Success.— Rev. Joseph Willard
chosen President. — Grant to him by the General Court. — His Instal-
ment.— Loss by Depreciation divided and equalized among the College
Stocks. — Professors’ Salaries established and made equal.— General
Court memorialized for the usual Grants. — President Willard states
the Inadequacy of his Support, and remonstrates.— The Corporation
make Loans to the College Officers, in Reliance upon the usual Grants.
— Policy of the General Court in Relation to the College. —Its Fi-
nances in 1806.— The Corporation petition for a Reimbursement of
their Loans to the College Officers, and are denied. — They cancel the
Obligations taken for these Loans,— Wise Management of their Fi-
nances. — Ebenezer Storer. — James Bowdoin. — John Lowell. — New
Principle adopted in selecting Members of the Corporation. —Its happy
Consequences. — Prosperous State of the College Funds.— The Cor-
poration restore, to all the College Foundations, the Amount of their
original Capitals, by making good their Loss through Depreciation of
the Currency.

cuarrer  ON the 16th of July, 1777, Ebenezer Storer re-
XXXI. 5 . .
—— ceived the College funds, amounting, as stated in the
‘ég;j;:;(: o preceding chapter, to £16,443 11s. 10d., on which
177~ sum the uncollected interest due was £3,627 8s. 2d.,
making an aggregate of £20,071.*

* Of this amount the donors had specifically appropriated £10,100 0 0
And there remained at the general disposal of the College 9,971 0 0

£20,071 ¢ 0
See Harvard College Journal, Vol. I. p. 25.
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Besides which, the College had rents of real estate,
appropriated and unappropriated, of about £224 per
annum, including £ 100, the rent of Charlestown ferry.
Such was the productive estate of the College, and
the amount of its stock, in September, 1777.

About this time the Continental and State paper
began to be the established currency, and to affect, by
deterioration, the College funds and incomes. On
the day the Corporation delivered these funds to Mr.
Storer, they voted, that, ¢ after paying the arrears due
from the College, he should invest all moneys he had,
or might receive, on account of the College, in Con-
tinental loan-office certificates, or in Massachusetts
treasury notes.”’

Confidence in Continental and State paper, in the
early periods of the revolutionary war, was a criterion
of patriotism. But necessity had probably more in-
fluence in passing these votes than public spirit.
Debtors, in the flush of a depreciating currency, were
quick and urgent to avail themselves of the advantage
given them over creditors. Rapid payments were an-
ticipated and occurred. It was the part both of policy
and prudence to invest the paper money the Corpora-
tion were compelled to take, in the most substantial
of all the shadowy forms in which that currency ap-
peared.

The consequence was, that within one year, on the
Ist of September, 1778,* nearly £ 10,000 of bonds,
notes, and scrip, had been paid into the treasury, and
the College property had assumed the form of Conti-
nental and State certificates, to the amount of £9,600.
Within another year, by the 1st of September, 1779,

* See Harvard College Journal, Vol. I. pp. 70, 71.
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cuaerer the amount of bonds and notes was reduced to £5,130, -
XXXI, . o .

and, instead of those substantial forms of investment,
the College now held treasury notes and certificates
to the amount of £15,600,% of which the income was
precarious, and the market price daily sinking towards
almost absolute worthlessness.

Lossof the It would be useless to trace through each year of

College by -
deprecia-  the war the embarrassments which beset the College

:’lgfn'ggsg'- treasury, and the melancholy anticipations concerning
the fate of its finances. From the statement made by
Treasurer Storer to the legislature, in June, 1786, it
appears, that the amount of bonds and notes was then
reduced to £3,859; that the College held in Conti-
nental and State certificates, £ 21,738, constituting an
aggregate of £25,597, of which £ 14,819 were spe-
cifically appropriated by the donors, and there remain-
ed subject to the general control of the Corporation
£10,778 ; that, of the above, ¢ the College received in
the paper currency, £17,875 in lieu of gold and sil-
ver,’”” which, by the scale of depreciation, settled by the
Continent, in whose funds most of the College money
had been placed, amounted in value at that day to no
more, at the highest computation, than £2,570 1ls.
So that, according to the value of the funds at that
time, the College had lost £15,304 17s. 1d., and had
therefore sunk three-fifths of its capital.t

A few facts of more general interest, illustrative of
the financial relations of the College, it is proper here
to recapitulate.

The damage done to the College buildings, by the
American troops, in 1775, amounted to £448 7s. 5d.

* See Harvard College Journal, Vol. L p. 96.
+ College Letter Book, Vol. I. p. 38,and College Leger A, p. 76.
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This sum was allowed and nominally paid, by a grant
of the General Court; which, however, ¢ when re-
_ceived, was worth, by the scale of depreciation, only
£112 1s. 10d.; just one quarter part.” ¥
The established officers of the seminary were, during
the early period of the American war, the President,
three Professors, four Tutors, a Treasurer, and a Libra-
rian. The support of the President was derived from
the rents of Massachusetts Hall, amounting to sixty
pounds annually, and two hundred pounds, dependent
on the annual grant of the General Court. This
sum, with the fees derived from degrees, coustituted
his whole salary, amounting to three hundred pounds.
Each Professor derived his support from three sources,
the appropriated funds, the unappropriated funds, and
the annual grant of the General Court. The amount
of -the salary, received by each Professor from the Col-
lege, was in proportion to the appropriated incomes of
the funds of his professorship, and to the difference
in these the legislature always had reference in their
annual grants; the two Hollis Professors being ac-
customed to receive one hundred pounds each, and the
Hancock Professor only forty or fifty. In a general
view, each Professor may be considered as receiving
two hundred pounds annually ; or six hundred pounds
were received by them all, of which three hundred
and fifty pounds were from the funds of the College,
appropriated and unappropriated, and two hundred and
fifty pounds from the General Court. The Treasurer
received eighty pounds, and the Librarian sixty. The
annual expenditures of the College Treasurer were

* Treasurer Storer’s statement to the Legislature, 20th October, 1782;
College Letter-Book, Vol. L p. 9.

VOL. II. 31
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cuarrer stated in January, 1778, to be £1,086 18s. 2d. Ap
XXXI, . . .
plicable to which, the College possessed interest and
rents unappropriated, £386 18s. 2d., and the residue
was paid, ¢ by assessments on the scholars, for study-
rent, tuition, and other necessary charges, amounting,
communibus annis, to about £700.”*
gt To meet Fhe dffﬁcit which the .high price of pro-
i‘f.;f,i’ie’h‘f" visions occasioned in the funds, while paper currency
was the established medium of exchange, the College
had no other resort than to sink part of its capital
stock, or to make further assessments upon the scholars.
After repeated representations to the legislature, with-
out obtaining assistance, the Corporation adopted the
latter course, and retained, for future exigencies and
events, the State and Continental certificates, in
which they were reluctantly compelled by the times
to invest their capital. :
Treasrer — From the appointment of Mr. Storer as Treasurer to
nual report. the year 1803, inclusive, the Treasurer’s annual re-
ports T of the state of the finances are entered at large
_in the records of the Overseers. The successive real
values of the personal estate of the seminary, antece-
dent to the adoption of the federal Constitution, are not
easy to be ascertained from those statements; so great
a proportion of the stock of the College having been ne-
cessarily invested in State and Continental certificates,
and being stated in those reports at their nominal value.
Momodty ~ The constant depreciation of the paper currency

A during the revolutionary war gives, during that period,

tervail .
the depro- an uncertain and perplexed aspect to the College
eiation of

paper mon- finances. In September, 1777, the Corporation at-
ey.

* See Corporation Records of that date.
t See Appendix, No. XXVII.
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tempted to countervail its effects by doubling the
amount of all the stated salaries, to be raised by a tax
on the students.

In May, 1779, it was found, that, ¢ three months
being allowed the members of the College for the
payment of their quarter bills, yet, by the rapid rise of
the price of provisions, the money when paid would
not purchase much more than one half so much as it
would have done when it. became due, by which
means the College had suffered greatly, and were still
liable to suffer.”” The Corporation, therefore, passed
a vote, authorizing the Steward ¢ to demand of the
students, who should neglect to pay their quarter bills,
a sum equal to the difference in the price of provisions
since the preceding quarter, to be determined by the
President, Professors, and Tutors.” In September,
1779, and through the whole of the year 1780, the
Corporation were engaged in a fruitless endeavour to
overtake, by grants, the vanishing value of paper cur-
rency, at first, by voting ten for one, then fifteen for
one, then forty for one, then seventy for one, and at
length, in February, 1781, seventy-five for one.*

The Constitution adopted in 1780, by the people of
Massachusetts, materially altered the political influ-
ence of parties within the State, of which Harvard
College soon began to experience the effects. From
the foundation of the College, the support of the
President had been chiefly dependent on the annual
grants of the legislature. The uncertain and preca-
rious’ nature of this support led the friends of the
seminary to attempt to obtain a fixed salary for that
officer. In January, 1781, a petition was presented

* See Appendix, No. XXVIII.
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cuarrer to the legislature by the Corporation, and signed in

XXXI.
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their behalf by James Bowdoin, Samuel Cooper, John
Lathrop, and Ebenezer Storer, praying that a per-
manent and adequate salary might be annexed to the
office of President of the College; and representing
in strong terms, the importance of the measure, to
enable them satisfactorily to fill the vacancy which
then existed.

The memorial received no countenance from the
General Court. It suited the policy of that body to
keep the President of the College dependent. Even
then a party began to appear, prepared to put an end
to all grants for his support, and in a few years their
efforts were successful. Finding the attempt to obtain
a permanent salary hopeless, the Corporation proceed-
ed to elect the Rev. Joseph Willard, President, and to
place him, like his predecessors, in a state of depend-
ence on the good-will of the legislature.

The Overseers, after approving the election, ad-
dressed a petition to the Court, praying, ¢ that they
would be pleased to make provision for the honorable
support of the President.” A grant of ¢ three hun-
dred pounds, specie,” for his first year’s service, and
for removing his family to Cambridge, was the conse-
quence of this application.

The instalment of President Willard took place on
the 19th of December, 1781, with the usual solemni-
ties. Governor Hancock, in his speech on this occa-
sion, called the College ¢in some sense the parent
and nurse of the late happy Revolution in this Com-
monwealth ;”” and the Corporation replied, that ¢ he
had proved himself an affectionate and liberal son.”
Yet the former was at the very time embarrassing
and setting at defiance this ¢ parent and nurse of the
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Revolution ”; and the latter threatening, and all but
prosecuting, this ¢ affectionate son,” for the non-fulfil-
ment of the simplest and most incumbent of all obli-
gations.

In Aprtil, 1782, the Corporation ascertained, that it
had been the custom of their Treasurers to include the
appropriated and unappropriated funds in a general
stock account, so that it could not be determined what
securities were taken for particular funds; and that, in
consequence of the depreciation of their funds by
paper currency, a heavy loss must fall on the stock,
which ought to be proportionably divided on each
fund. They accordingly passed votes, directing the
Treasurer to make such an arrangement of his books,
as to place all the accounts in the condition in which
they were in September, 1777, when the paper cur-
rency began to be received, until the exact loss could
be ascertained and apportioned. To guard against the
danger of a like inequality, they passed another vote
directing that only half of the income of all appropri-
ations for the payment of instructors and indigent
scholars should be allowed until their further order.

In the same month the Corporation applied a rem-
edy to the difference between the salaries of the sev-
eral Professors, resulting from the difference of the
incomes of their several foundations, and made the sal-
aries equal by assessments on the students. It appear-
ed on this occasion, that the income of the funds of
the Hollis Professorship of Mathematics had been re-
duced, as far back as the year 1750, by the deprecia-
tion of the Provincial paper currency, from £112
to £22 8s.; and that those of the Hollis Professor-
ship of Divinity had, from like causes, proportionably
failed, and that it must cease, unless other means for
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its support were devised. The salaries of the three
Professors were at this time fixed at £150 currency,
each, which, with the expected annual grant of £100
from the General Court, was deemed equivalent to
an annual salary of £250. The rents of Massachu-
setts Hall were also doubled for the benefit of the
President ; whereby his salary was raised to £ 320, of
which £ 120 were derived from those rents, and £ 200
were dependent upon the annual grant of the General
Court.

More than eighteen months elapsed, after President
Willard’s instalment, and no grant was made by the
legislature to either the Professors or the President.
These officers were of consequenee embarrassed in the
extreme. The Corporation interested themselves in
their behalf, and in June, 1783, addressed a me-
morial to the General Court, setting forth, ¢ that,
from the first foundation of the College, the Presi-
dent had received his support from the public by an
annual salary granted by the General Court; that,
after the institution of the Hollis and Hancock profes-
sorships, the funds appropriated not yielding a suf-
ficiency for their support, the General Court annually -
voted an additional sum towards the maintenance of
those Professors, enough to make their families com-
fortable, but by no means enabling them to aceumu-
late ; that, as by far the greatest part of the President’s
support had been derived from the General Court, the
failure of these annual grants rendered his condition
distressing, and the same failure now for two years
had reduced the Professors to great difficulties, who
could not find ways and means to support their fam-
ilies, should they be cut off from this source. The
Corporation, therefore, pray the legislature that grants
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may be made to these officers as formerly, particularly
now when peace is attained, and the country is deliv-
ered from the dangers and expenses of the war.”

On the 9th of the succeeding July, in consequence
of this urgency, the legislature passed a resolve, grant-
ing to the President one hundred and fifty-six pounds,
and to the Professors of Divinity, Mathematics, and the
Oriental Languages, about one hundred pounds each.
But the grant was issued upon terms altogether new
and ominous. Instead of being, as on former occa-
sions, declared to be ¢ gratuitous,” or in consideration
of services, it was declared to be ‘“on account of
services done, and to be done, he” (the grantee) ¢ 1o
be accountable for the same.”” These expressions were
used and understood as an intimation, that the patron-

age of the College by the legislature was soon to cease;-

and that new views and new influences were begin-
ning to prevail in relation to the institution.

In the spirit thus indicated the legislature, in 1784,
omitted to make the usual grants to the President and
Professors ; which subjected them to great difficulties.
And in April, in consequence of this neglect, the Cor-
poration empowered the College Treasurer to lend
three hundred pounds to the President, on interest,
and two hundred to each of the Professors. These
loans were declared to be made in confidence, that
the legislature would vote the usual grants; after
which these sums were to be repaid. In July, the
General Court took up the subject, and made to the
President a grant of ome hundred and fifty pounds,
and to each of the Professors about one hundred
pounds. These sums were not equal to those granted
in former times, and were not adequate to the ex-
pectations or necessities of those officers. All the
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cuarTER circumstances indicated, that the conduct of the Gen-
XXXT. -~ o o

Pt eral Court was systematic. President Willard began
i1 t . . . .

Wilard to realize the precariousness of his support, and, in

remon-

strates on_ the autumn of 1784, he addressed a formal remon-

these omis- strance to the Corporation, on the uncertain nature
of his compensation. He urged ¢ the straits and
difficulties, to which he had been reduced’ by the
omission of the General Court; that the grant made
in July was inadequate to his expectations and ne-
cessities, and that it was a matter of uncertainty,
when, if ever, the General Court would make him a
further allowance, in which case, ¢ he must neces-
sarily involve himself in debt, a circumstance which
would no more be to the credit of his office than to
his own comfort.” The Corporation could only re-
spond to this memorial by another grant of one hun-
dred and fifty pounds on the same conditions as the
former. During the years 1785 and 1786 this system
of loans to the President and Professors by the Cor-
poration was continued under the same circumstan-
ces, and with the same expectations of reimburse-
ment from the General Court.

Corporation  In May, 1786, the sums thus advanced had become

and Over- . g
scersme-  t00 important to be left any longer without some

?22%:9:{:“ attempt to obtain relief from the legislature. The
Corporation and Overseers, therefore, united in a me-
morial requesting some assistance to the College, it
appearing that ¢ the Court had made the usual grants
no further than to January, 1784.” Upon this peti-
tion a grant was made to President Willard of up-
wards of four hundred and eighty pounds, at the rate
of two hundred pounds per annum, and to each of
the Professors, of upwards of two hundred and forty

pounds, being at the rate of one hundred pounds per
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annum, which was declared to be in full for all de-
mands of those officers respectively to the 31st of
May, 1786. This was the last sum granted by the
legislature toward the salary of any of the officers
of Harvard College. The temper of the times was
unfavorable to the patronage of institutions, destined
for instruction in the higher and more abstruse
branches of learning.

Many influential members of the General Court
having formed a determination to put an end to an-
nual grants, the Senate of the Commonwealth, in
June, 1786, ordered the Secretary of State to prepare
an account of all grants of land which had been made
by the government of Massachusetts to the College,
noticing the grants not confirmed by the King of Great
Britain, and also an account of such lands as had been
disposed of by the government, notwithstanding they
had been previously granted to Harvard College.
The General Court, at the same time, called upon
the Corporation for a particular statement of the
College funds, and of the salaries allowed to the
officers. In January, 1787, the Corporation made
an elaborate report or memorial in compliance with
this requisition, in which they state, in respect to
the personal property of the College, that, in the
year 1777, ‘after deducting the appropriated stock,
there remained the sum of £ 11,078 38s. 4d. in solid
specie, at the disposal of the College,”” and applica-
ble to the general purposes of the seminary; where-
as, at the present time (1787), the whole stock of
the College, estimated at its real value, amounted
only to £12,195 7s. 8d., while the money which
had been given to the College and appropriated
to particular uses amounted to £14,819 10s. 6d.;
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from which it appeared, that the whole stock of the
College on hand fell short of the appropriations by
£2,624 2s. 10d., “ making a clear loss to the Col-
lege of £13,702 6s. 2d.,” which had occurred dur-
ing the intervening period of ten years. The Cor-
poration further state, that, during the years imme-
diately preceding, they had received in lieu of silver,
and vested in public funds, £ 15,600, which would
at that time sell only for £758 15s. 6d., and that
they were possessed of no lands applicable to the
general objects of the institution, which had been
granted by the General Court antecedent to the year
1762, — that those granted subsequently were in a
wild state, and unproductive ; — that they had not
been indemnified by the legislature for land, which
had been previously granted, but of which the title
had proved defective ; —and that land, which had al-
ready been granted to the College, had been granted
to others, by the legislature, without any reservation
of the rights of the College. And, in respect to
the salaries of the President and Professors, the me-
morial states, that the sums lately granted by the Gen-
eral Court, for the services of several years, had neither
been paid, nor could the Treasurer give any assur-
ance that they speedily would be paid. The Cor-
poration complain of their suffering and their wrongs
“with humble decency,” and pray, that what had
been taken from them may be restored, and that, for
the lands which had been granted to others, they may
be indemnified.

In March, 1787, this memorial was referred to a
committee of both branches of the legislature, who
were directed to sit during its recess, consider the
subject, and report.  Accordingly, in November fol-
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lowing, this committee made an -elaborate report,
declaring the expediency of making up the arreara-
ges to the President and Professors, and adopting
“such measures in future for their support as may
supersede the necessity of annual grants.” This re-
port was referred to the next session, and, though
made a subject of discussion in every succeeding ses-
sion, more than two years elapsed and nothing ef-
fectual was done. In the mean time, the College,
being thus deprived of its usual dependence for the
support of its President and Professors, was compel-

led to resort to the system of advancing, by way

of loan, to these officers, the amount of their re-
spective salaries, on condition of repayment, when
a grant should be made by the legislature. :
On ‘the 17th of June, 1790, all the memorials were
referred to a committee, with directions to consid-
er the subject at large; who reported in favor of
the grants for the arrearages to the President and
Professors, and also of a grant confirming the reser-
vations in the eastern townships to the College.
The legislature accepted the report; so far as it re-
lated to the latter grant, but negatived it in respect
to the former. In February, 1791, the memorials
were again revived and a vote passed, that it was
not expedient to make any grants to College officers.
The interest in the subject became so general, that
Governor Hancock was induced to allude to the ne-
cessity of legislative aid in his speech to the General
Court in May, 1791, and to introduce, by a special
message, the memorial of Samuel Adams and others,
a committee of -the Overseers and Corporation, on the
necessity of making up the arrearages of the usual
grants to College officers; without which they averred
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that “ either the assessment on the students must be
augmented, or some of the institutions of the College
must fail of support.” After great debates the sub-
ject was again referred to the next session of the
legislature.

In January, 1792, the advances to College officers
having accumulated to nearly three thousand pounds,
and the Commonwealth being prosperous in its finan-
ces under the auspices of the federal constitution,
the Corporation resolved, if possible, to bring the
subject of indemnification for these advances on ac-
count of anticipated grants to a conclusive decision.
They accordingly addressed a memorial to the General
Court, in which they referred to former petitions re-
specting the great losses the College funds had sus-
tained during the war; and set forth, that, notwith-
standing favorable reports of successive committees,
the customary grants, for the support of the President
and Professors, had been withheld for many years, on
account of the deranged situation of the treasury of
the Commonwealth. They stated the consequent
sufferings of the officers of the College for want of
support, and the obligation, imposed on the Corpora-
tion, of supp]ymg their necessities. They had made
these advances in confident expectduon of being re-
imbursed by the usual grants of the legislature ;
and they pray, that they may be reimbursed, or that
a compensation may in some way be made, so that
they may be able to lessen the assessments on the
students.

The memorial had no corresponding influence in the
]eglslature The deranged condition of the State
treasury could no longer be urged against the reason-
ableness of the application, and ¢ the high price of



HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

funded stock” was now the apology. No relief
having been received, the Corporation, in February,
1793, presented another memorial. In this they stated
more specifically, that they had been compelled during
the war, by the acts and resolves of the Congress and
of the State, to receive payment of the debts due to
the College in paper currency and invest the sums
in loan-office certificates and State notes, and that,
by their depreciation, the College had finally sunk half
its original stock; but, by strict economy, and the
purchase of public 'securities from time to time, this
loss had been made up; that the annual grants of
the General Court had heen for some years, to the
. President from £ 200 to £300, and to the three
Professors £ 100 each, and that from the foundation of
the University some aid had been always received from
the State, until the year 1786 ; — that since that time
assistance had been discontinued, whence had resulted
the necessity of loans to the College officers in reliance
upon these grants;—that these advances now amount-
ed to upwards of £3,000;—and they renew the prayer
of the former memorial, with the same motives and
objects, and with the same success. ¢ The riches of
the institution”’ began about this time to be mention-
ed as an apology for disregarding these memorials.
The Corporatian, at length, deeming success hope-
less, and the indisposition of the legislature perma-
nent, submitted to their loss, and made no further
application for reimbursement of these advances; and,
by concurrent votes of the Corporation and Over-
seers, the notes given by the President and Profes-
sors were immediately cancelled. These ¢ riches,”
as they were carefully denominated, by those indis-
posed to be either generous or just to the institution,
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cuarrer were not the result of legislative bounty, but of the
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singular wisdom and fidelity with which its financial
concerns had been conducted. Amid the difficulties
and perils of the war, and the embarrassments imme-
diately subsequent to the peace of 1783, the Corpo-
ration held, with unshaken firmness, the certificates
of public debt, which they had been compelled to
receive, and vested in them with great judgment
whatever sums were brought into their treasury. On
the funding of the national debt, under the auspices
of Alexander Hamilton, the College, therefore, derived
the full benefit of the wisdom of the Corporation, and
of their confidence in the -ultimate returning of the
nation to a sense of justice. The prosperous con- .
dition of the College finances may be especially at-
tributed to three individuals ; Ebenezer Storer, James
Bowdoin, and John Lowell. The integrity and zeal
of Treasurer Storer are a frequent subject of ac-
knowledgment in the College records and papers.
From one document it appears, that by a single in-
vestment suggested by his discretion, and adopted
from a reliance on his judgment, the College ultimate-
ly realized a clear gain of more than twenty thousand
dollars. Mr. Storer continued Treasurer of the Col-
lege until his death, which occurred in the year 1807.
In an obituary notice, published at.that time, a just
tribute is paid to his merits, and the worth of his
services. ‘“In the management of the important and
delicate trust of College Treasurer, the financial skill
and punctuality of Mr. Storer were most successfully
displayed ; the preservation of the College funds, amidst
the changes of the circulating medium attending our
revolutionary war, was in a great measure owing to
his sagacity and vigilance ; and, to the day of his death,
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he executed his highly responsible duties with ease
and credit to himself, and to the benefit and satisfac-
tion of the legislature of that revered institution.”

But the skilful pilotage of the College through the
straits and shifting eddies of paper currency cannot
be wholly attributed to the judgment of the Treasurer.
Much of that success was owing to the new associa-
tions, which, under the influence of experience and
sound discretion, the Corporation, about that time
sought to combine in the government of the institu-
tion. Since the organization of the College under the
auspices of Joseph Dudley, the Corporation, with the
exception of the Treasurer, had exclusively consisted
of clergymen, or Professors and Tutors. The new
political relations and popular influences introduced by
the declaration of American Independence, and the
financial embarrassments consequent on the revolu-
tionary war, indicated to the Corporation the wisdom
of selecting men of experience in business, and prac-
tically acquainted with public affairs, as members of
the board.

In pursuance of this policy, on the resignation of the
Rev. Dr. Appleton, in 1779, they elected the Hon.
James Bowdoin a member of the Corporation. His rank
in political life, his ample fortune, his liberality, his de-
votion to letters and to the interests of the College, and
his affection for the seminary manifested in his last
will,* evidence the judgment with which this selection
was made, and subsequent events abundantly proved
its wisdom. On the death of the Rev. Dr. Cooper, in
1784, the Corporation adhered to the same policy, and
elected, in his place, John Lowell, Esq., then one of

* See Appendix, No. XXIX.
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cuaprer the most distinguished lawyers of Massachusetts ; who,
¥ in all the relations of private and public life, combined
the confidence and the affections of his fellow-citizens.
He united high powers of intellect and professional
talent with practical skill and acquaintance with men
and affairs; and his associations in life gave him great
opportunities to observe the currents which influenced
political events, and to form correct anticipations of the
result. Mr. Lowell maintained his connexion with the
Corporation eighteen years. His zeal in the service of
the College, the soundness of his judgment, and his
characteristic integrity gave great weight to his influ-
ence in the critical period which succeeded the peace
of 1783. To no individual is the seminary more in-
debted than to him, for that course of policy, which
enabled it to escape impending dangers and to attain

a comparative degree of financial independence.

Result of By the successive measures wisely adopted by the
their meas- ¢ .
ures. Corporation, the Treasurer was enabled, in June,

1793, to report, that the whole personal estate of the
seminary (including some small portions of real estate
in which a part of it had been invested) amounted to
more than the sum of one hundred and eighty-two
thousand dollars, of which about eighty-two thousand
dollars were appropriated, and an unappropriated bal-
ance of nearly one hundred thousand dollars remained
as a fund, applicable to the general purposes of the
seminary. This amount, although inferior to the wants
of a great public institution, was a subject of con-
gratulation to the friends of the College, considering
the nature of the revolutionary furnace into which it
had been cast, and by which its power of self-preser-
vation had been tried.

Before this period the prosperous condition of the
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College finances had been felt and acknowledged by
the Corporation. In consequence, as early as May,
1791, a vote was passed by that board, declaring that,
¢ whereas sundry appropriated sums were by vote of
the Corporation (on account of a depreciated paper
currency) about the year 17560, reduced below their
original value, and continued at that rate, and whereas
the general stock of the College has since that time
much increased, and appears to be now fixed perma-
nently, and it is consequently reasonable, that the said
.appropriations should be again set at their first value,
voted, that the sums so reduced, amounting to about
£10,704,* be now estimated at £ 4,922, being the
original value, calculated at the price of silver at the
times they were given.” At the same time they voted,
that the rates of interest on all the said appropriations
should be reduced, according to the reduction of inter-
est sustained by the general stock of the College, in
consequence of the funding of the public securities, of
which the College stock then chiefly consisted. The
Corporation thus endeavoured to equalize among all
the foundations and appropriations the loss or the gain,
which had on the one hand been sustained, or on the
other acquired.

* In Colonial currency.
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CHAPTER XXXII.

Outline of Events during the Presidency of Dr. Willard.—Hollis Profes-
sors of Divinity, Edward Wigglesworth, David Tappan. — Hollis Pro-
fessors of Mathematics, Samuel Williams, Samuel Webber. — Hancock
Professors of Hebrew, Stephen Sewall, Eliphalet Pearson. — Medi-
cal Professorships established ; John Warren, Benjamin Waterhouse,
Aaron Dexter.— Bequests of Mrs. Sarah Derby and of William Er-
ving. — Names of Hersey and Erving given to the Medical Professor-
ships respectively.— Legislative Patronage of the College. — Its ancient
Right to Charlestown Ferry devested. — Lotteries granted. — Stoughton
Hall erected from their proceeds. — Successive Attempts to raise
the Standard of Learning, and improve the Discipline of the Semina-
ry.— A permanent Tutorship established; Levi Hedge appointed. —
Death and Character of President Willard.

Tae history of Harvard University has now been
brought down to our own times ; to a period too near to
be viewed in just historical perspective. Henceforth
it will therefore be restricted to an outline of events,
and, in each successive presidency, attention will be
principally directed to the nature and objects of the
Professorships established or enlarged. The legisla-
tive patronage granted and the changes in the stud-
ies, discipline, and finances, which have occurred, will
be stated, and accompanied by such facts and illustra-
tions as will give a comprehensive view of the progress,
present state, and resources of the institution.

When, in 1780, the framers of the Constitution of
Massachusetts authorized Harvard College to assume
the title of ¢ University,” it comprised, strictly speak-
ing, but one school, the Academic, or ¢ School of the
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Arts.” There was a Professorship of Divinity, another
of Mathematics, and a third of Hebrew and other
Oriental Languages; but their foundations were insuf-
ficient. The support of the Professors was chiefly
derived from assessments on the scholars, or from
annual grants by the legislature, denominated ¢ gra-
tuities.”” A few of the graduates of the College re-
mained to qualify themselves for the profession of
Divinity, but there was no school of Law or of Med-
icine. The instruction given by the Professors was
almost wholly confined to undergraduates. The man-
ner in which it was conducted, before the American
Revolution, may be inferred from the memorials of the
Professors to the General Court, requesting a contin-
uance or increase of their annual grants, and stat-
ing their respective claims and services.* During the
war of the Revolution, and for many years prior and
subsequent, the Rev. Edward Wigglesworth was the
Hollis Professor of Divinity. The system adopted in
the Professorship included two exercises, denomin-
ated “lectures’; the first, a dissertation read by
the Professor on some topic of positive or controver-
sial divinity ; the second, a catechetical exercise on
the preceding lecture, accompanied by instructions and
remarks. The Resident Graduates and all the mem-
bers of the Senior and Junior classes were required
to attend both these exercises. The second became
irksome to the students who did not intend to qualify
themselves for the clerical profession; and, in 1784,
on the proposal of Professor Wigglesworth, none were
required to attend except those who were on the
Divinity foundations, or intended to make Divinity a

* See Appendix, No. XXVI.
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cuapter particular study. The second exercise, instead of being
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a scrutiny into the students’ knowledge of the first, was
changed into an examination on assigned portions of
the theological part of Doddridge’s ¢ Lectures.” This
was the first step taken towards separating, as to the
studies, those who intended to make theology a pro-
fession, from those whose views were directed to other
pursuits in life. The former were carefully instructed
in the arguments adduced by Christians in favor of
their several creeds and persuasions, in a critical know-
ledge of the languages in which the Scriptures were
written, and in those usages and customs, which serve
to explain the phraseology peculiar to the sacred writ-
ings ; but the latter were only required to attend the
public lectures.

Dr. Wigglesworth continued in the Professorship
of Divinity until 1791, but the infirmities of a fee-
ble constitution had, for several years, interrupted
the regular performance of. his official duties; and,
in February, 1790, a severe paralytic affection hav-
ing threatened to put a period to his usefulness, the
Overseers of the College appointed a committee in
May, 1791, to consider what measures were proper
to be taken on the subject of that Professorship.
In this month, Dr. Wigglesworth communicated to
that board his willingness to retire, “if provision
was made for his comfortable support.” Votes,
granting him an annuity for life of £132, express-
ing thanks for his past services, and constituting
him ¢ Professor Emeritus,’”’ received the sanction of
both the Corporation and Overseers; and, in the
July following, he ¢ cheerfully resigned his office,”
expressing his gratitude for this arrangement. Dr.
Wigglesworth was the immediate successor of his
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father in the Hollis Professorship of Divinity, which
he sustained for twenty-six years, with an equal repu-
tation for learning, fidelity, and a catholic spirit; and,
during thirteen years, he was also fellow of the Cor-
poration. He survived the dissolution of his official
connexion about three years, and died in 1794, at
the age of sixty-two. He is represented, by one*
well acquainted with his character, and who was not
disposed to exaggerate, as possessing, ‘“in addition to
eminent skill in theology, native quickness of appre-
hension, cultivated understanding, correct judgment,
skill in mathematics, as well as financial talents;
and these last were very eminently displayed in the
security of the funds of the College, when endangered
by the ferment and innovating spirit of the American
Revolution, and well nigh ruined by the depreciation
of our paper medium.”

The tendency of Dr. Wigglesworth’s mind was
eminently practical, and of his skill in political arith-
metic an evidence remains too remarkable to be
omitted. In 1775, he published a treatise, entitled
¢ Calculations on American Population, with a Table
for ‘estimating the Annual Increase of Inhabitants in
the British Colonies.”” In this work he states, that
“ British Americans have doubled their numbers in
every period of twenty-five years, from their first
plantation,” and proceeds to show the causes of this
unparalleled rapidity of increase, and the reasons to
believe that in future it will be as rapid as in past
times. On this basis he calculated, that in 1800
their numbers would amount to five millions; in 1825,

* Eliphalet Pearson, D. D., Hancock Professor of Hebrew and other
Oriental Languages.
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to ten millions ; and in less than seventy years, would
exceed those of Great Britain and Ireland taken col-
lectively. His calculations were received by many
of his contemporaries as the dreams of an enthusiast.
But so far as the lapse of time has brought his theory
to the test of experience, it proves that his estimates
have approximated to the fact with singular exact-
ness, and that his error was on the side of moderation
and not of extravagance.

The Rev. David Tappan was appointed successor
to Dr. Wigglesworth. He was graduated at Harvard
College in 1771, ordained pastor of the third church
in Newbury in 1774, and inducted into the Hollis
Professorship of Divinity in 1792. He performed the
duties of the office to universal acceptance until his
death, which occurred in August, 1803. Dr. Tappan’s
mind was active, vigorous, and fertile, and his com-
mand of language not often surpassed. In piety,
knowledge, and Christian zeal he was exemplary.
His doctrinal views were in harmony with those which
were held by many of the early fathers of New Eng-
land. But his developement of his principles was too
candid and catholic, too characteristically Christian, to
satisfy the lovers of ecclesiastical controversy. By
these he was thought,* ‘in some instances,” wanting
in “resolution”? and ¢ decision ”’; as ¢ not sufficiently
showing his esteem,” for what they called ¢ the dis-
tinguishing doctrines of the Gospel ”’; as ¢ reluctant to
suggest an opinion, which did not meet the approba-
tion of others”’; as ¢ not expressing the truths, which,”
they asserted, ¢ he embraced with sufficient perspicuity
and fullness ”’; and as ¢ too careful to accommodate

* See the % Panoplist,” Vol. L. p. 141.
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himself to opinions and prejudices, which he disap-
proved and believed pernicious.” But the mind of
Dr. Tappan soared

« Above the smoke and stir of this dim spot,
mindful of the crown that virtue gives,
After this mortal change, to her true servants.”

He exemplified on every occasion the temper, which
he so impressively inculcated at the ordination of one
of his pupils, “in doctrine, spirit, and deportment,
to be a constant recommendation and defence of
Christianity, by exhibiting it in its native sweetness,
sobriety, and dignity.”* In the spirit of the founder of
the Professorship he filled, — the spirit, at all times, of
the College, of which he was an honor and an orna-
ment, —he declared, on his death-bed, that ¢ the Bible
ever has been, and ever will be, the best guide for
young men.” t ‘The Hollis Professorship of Divinity
continued vacant after the death of Dr. Tappan, dur-
ing the remainder of the presidency of Willard.

In May, 1780, the Rev. Samuel Williams, pastor of
the church in Bradford, was installed Hollis Professor
of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy. He entered,
with activity and devotion on the duties of his office.
He also frequently published astronomical observations
and notices of extraordinary natural phenomena in the
Memoirs of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
In 1785, he presented to the Corporation a plan of
a course of lectures on astronomy, to be delivered to
the Senior Class, which that-board authorized ; and,

* See a Sermon delivered at the Ordination of J ohn Thornton Kirkland,
in 1794, by David Tappan. p. 30.
t See the “ Panoplist,” Vol. I. p. 142.

263

CHAPTER
XXXIL

His death.

The Pro-
fessorship
of Mathe-
matics and
Natural
Philosophy.



264

HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

cuarter these lectures being thought not strictly within the

XXXII.

Rev.
Samuel
Williams.

Samuel
Webber.

The Pro-

fessorship
of Hebrew
and other

Oriental

Languages.

requisitions of the statutes of his Professorship, they
voted to allow him £30 for the service. Although
active and laborious in his pursuits and duties, Pro-
fessor Williams did not possess the wisdom to keep
his expenditures within his income. Pecuniary em-
barrassments ensued ; and in June, 1788, a question
having arisen in the Board of Overseers, relative to
his conduct in one of these transactions, he imme-
diately resigned his office. On the recommendation
of the Overseers, “out of regard to the family of Dr.
Williams, the Corporation continued his salary to the
end of the quarter.” In October, all the rules and
orders, by which the statutes of this Hollis Professor-
ship had been heretofore carried into effect, were an-
nulled and new ones adopted, which continued in
force for many succeeding years. In 1789, Samuel
Webber, Tutor in Mathematics, was elected to this
Professorship, and, being installed, entered upon its
duties.

Stephen Sewall, the first Professor of Hebrew and
other Oriental Languages appointed on the Hancock
foundation, held his office until September, 1785. He
was then removed by concurring votes of both boards,
‘“having,” as they express, ‘for nearly three years
been rendered incapable of performing the duties of
his office by bodily indisposition, and being apparently
so debilitated in his mental powers, that there is little
or no probability of his ever being able to discharge
those duties to the honor and advantage of the Uni-
versity, or to his own reputation.” ¢ In consideration
of his long and faithful services,” he was allowed, by
the consent of the Corporation and Overseers, £ 30.
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Professor Sewall was the most distinguished ¢lassical
scholar, at that period, among the alumni of the: sem-
inary, and, considering his opportunities, his knowledge
of Oriental literature was extensive. He labored with
indefatigable zeal to promote the ohject of his Pro-
fessorship, to which he was attached, both by inclina-
tion and official duty. During many years his talents
and labors were honorable and useful to the institu-
tion, and many evidences remain of his learning and
acquirements.* He survived his removal from the
Hancock Professorship nearly twenty years, and died
in 1804, at the age of seventy. Immediately upon
the occurrence of this vacancy, an addition was made
to the original statutes of the Hancock Professorship,
on account of the insufficiency of that foundation, and
the small number of students in the Oriental languages;
a dispensation {rom studying them being granted to
such as preferred a written request from their parents.
The duty of teaching the general principles of Gram-
mar, particularly of the English language, and of in-
structing in English composition, was therefore assign-
ed to the Hancock Professor. In October, 1785,
Eliphalet Pearson, A. M., then Principal of Phillips

* In 1761, Mr. Sewall contributed largely to the “Pietas et Gratulatio
Collegii Cantabrigiensis apud Novanglos,” * furnishing four Latin Odes,
the 3d, 12th, 14th, and 23d, two Greek, the 15th and 16th, and one English,
the Sth. He published, in 1763, a Hebrew Grammar, which was long
continued as a text-book in Harvard College ; in 1769, ¢ Oratio funebris
in Obitum D. Edvardi Holyoke”; in 1780, “Nocte Cogitata,” being a
translation into Latin of the first book of Young’s “ Night Thoughts;
in 1789, % Carmina Sacra,” a volume of original Latin and Greek poems.
He left, in manuscript, a “Lexicon of the Chaldee Language preserved
in the Old Testament,” prepared in 1772, and also a Greek and English
Lexicon, and a work entitled “ The Quantity of Greek Vowels,” ascer-
tained by examination of the writings of sixty-five Greek poets.

* See above, p. 104,
VOL. II. 34
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cuaeren Academy, Andover, was elected, and, in January en-
X suing, inducted into this Professorship ; his labors be-
ing chiefly directed to the recently assigned duties of

his office.

Medical In 1782, the Corporation approximated the institu-
shipesb-  {jon more nearly to the character of a university, by

establishing Medical Professorships. The report of a
committee evidences a great deficiency of hooks, pre-
parations, and apparatus. The Corporation could only
venture to promise that ¢ the library should be en-
riched with the most approved authors, and a more
perfect collection in all the branches, as soon as cir-
cumstances will permit” ; that a complete anatomical
and chemical apparatus, and a set of anatomical pre-
parations, with a proper theatre for dissections and
chemical operations, should be provided ¢ as soon as
there shall be sufficient benefactions for those purposes” ;
and that ¢ professors of anatomy and surgery, of the
theory and practice of physic, of the materia medica
and chemistry, should be appointed as soon as ways
and mcans can be devised for raising sufficient sums for
their encouragement.” They proceeded, however, to
provide for the appointment and removal of such pro-
fessors, to prescribe their qualifications and duties,
their privileges and restrictions, their lectures and fees,
the examination of students, their responsibilities, and
degrees ; and concluded with declaring the expediency
of electing into “ these Professorships, some gentle-
men of public spirit and distinguished abilities, who
would undertake the business for the present, for the
fees that may be obtained from those who would read-
ily attend their lectures.” On such uncertain grounds
of hope and expectation, were laid the first foundations
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of the present medical school of Harvard University.
In 1782, Dr. John Warren, of Boston, was chosen
Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, and Benjamin
Waterhouse, M. D., Professor of the Theory and Prac-
tice of Physic; and were installed in their respective
offices. In 1783, Dr. Aaron Dexter was chosen, and
installed Professor of Chemistryand the Materia Medica.

In January, 1784, an attempt was made by the
Corporation, to induce the legislature of the State to
found a botanic garden in connexion with the Univer-
sity, in consequence of an offer made by the King of
France, through Mr. St. John, his Consul-general at
New York, « to furnish such garden with every species
of seeds and plants, which may be requested from his
royal garden, at his own expense.” But this design
received no countenance from the legislature, and the
same fate attended a similar attempt to found a pub-
lic infirmary at Cambridge. The embarrassments of
the period, both political and financial, afforded an
ample apology for the rejection of these applications.

In June, 1785, the Corporation voted, that the whole
income of the late Dr. Hersey’s legacy might be ap-
plied to the two Professors of Anatomy and Surgery,
and of the Theory and Practice of Physic, were they
resident at Cambridge, and a part of it might be so
applied, were either of the two resident. But in
August, 1787, a part of these incomes having been
voted by the Corporation to the Professor of the The-
ory and Practice of Physic, who had become resident,
the board of Overseers indefinitely postponed the con-
sideration of the subject.

In December, 1789, the fees for degrees, which by
the constitution of the Medical Professorships were to
be applied .in such a manner as the Overseers and
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Corporation should direct, so as to render the plan of
medical instruction most extensively useful to the
University, were voted, by both boards, ¢ for the pres-
ent to be paid to the Medical Professors.”

In 1790, Mrs. Sarah Derby, relict of Dr. Ezekiel
Hersey, by her last will bequeathed to Harvard Col-
lege one thousand pounds lawful money, its income to
be appropriated to the support of a Professor of Anat-
omy and Physic; declaring her ¢ motive to be, to
promote the views of her first husband, Dr. Ezekiel
Hersey, and to extend the knowledge of those arts
and sciences, which have principally for their object
the preservation of the animal economy.” In 1791,
the Corporation voted, that the design of Dr. Hersey
and Mrs. Derby “would be better answered, by plac-
ing two professors upon these funds and dividing these
branches between them.” They gave the name of
Hersey to both the Professorships of Anatomy and
Surgery, and of the Theory and Practice of Physic,
and one half of the income to each Professor; and
further voted, that, being now established upon per-
manent funds, the Corporation and Overseers should
in future regulate the fees of these Professors, and that
they should receive none but such as should be estab-
lished by law.

In December, 1793, Dr. Abner Hersey, a younger
brother of Ezekiel Hersey, the founder of the Professor-
ships of Anatomy and Physic, bequeathed five hundred
pounds ¢ for the encouragement and support of a Pro-
fessor of Surgery and Physic at the University.” This
bequest was made from respect to the memory, and in
aid of the design, of his brother. Dr. Abner Hersey
was a native of Hingham, established through life at
Barnstable. His reputation as a physician and sur-
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geon was high, and his practice extensive and without
a rival through the entire length of Cape Cod, a dis-
tance of forty miles, and containing a population of
seven or eight thousand inhabitants. He possessed
a keen sense of moral rectitude ; a deep and actuating
religious sentiment ; was conscientious in the discharge
of his official duties, but capricious, whimsical, and
eccentric. His character as a man and a physician
is graphically sketched by his pupil and friend, Dr.
James Thacher.*

The Professorship of Chemistry received no estab-
lished fund for its support until July, 1791. About
this time died Major William Erving, and by his last
will declared, that, ¢ being unwilling to pass through
existence without profiting the community, it is my
will and pleasure, that a sum of money, not less than
one thousand pounds, be paid, as soon as it conven-
iently can be after my decease, into the hands of the
Overseers and Corporation of Harvard College, for the
sole use and purpose of enlarging the salary of the
Professor of Chemistry, who is to receive the annual
interest of it.”” In May, 1792, the above bequest
having been paid into the Treasury of the College by
his Executors, a vote passed both the Corporation and
Overseers, that the Professor of Chemistry ¢ be here-
after styled Erving Professor of Chemistry and Materia
Medica.”

William Erving was horn in Boston, in September,
1734, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1753.
He early entered the British army, was at the taking
of Havana in 1762, and, avoiding employment against
his native country, served with reputation in distant

* See American Medical Biography, by James Thacher, M. D., Vol. L.
p. 289. "
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parts of the world, until the peace of 1783. He then
retired with the rank of Major, returned to America,
and passed the residue of his life at Jamaica Plains,
in the vicinity of Boston, where he died in 1790, at
the age of fifty-six. Major Erving was highly esteem-
ed and respected for all the best qualities, which dis-
tinguish the character of a gentleman and soldier.
His affection and regard for his friend and physician,
Dr. Aaron Dexter, at that period the Professor of
Chemistry, had probably a material influence in de-
termining the amount and direction of his bounty.

The legislative patronage of the College, after the
peace of 1783, was limited and equivocal. In 1785,
the General Court regranted fourteen of those east-
tern townships, in which the provincial legislature had
made reservations in favor of the College without
any provision for the rights accruing from those reser-
vations. In 1787, the Corporation memorialized the
legislature * on the injustice of this proceeding, and re-
marked, * that, while the citizens of the State have, in
all instances where they have lost lands which have
been granted by the Court, from a deficiency of title,
received grants in lieu thereof, the College has been
ousted of, or has not had laid out, at least siz thousand
acres of land, which had been granted by the provin-
cial General Court. They reflect with peculiar grief
at the omission of the grants of land in fourteen town-
ships between the Penobscot and St. Croix rivers, as
it seems to be pointedly aimed at them, the College
having done nothing, of which they are sensible, to
merit this punishment; on the contrary, it has suffered

* See above, p. 250.
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immensely, at different periods, in the funds, rather
than run counter to the designs of the government
as to the paper currency.”

The directness and urgency of this memorial had
no influence at the time. But in June, 1790,*% a more
Jjust spirit actuated the members of the General Court,
and they passed a resolve, which ¢ granted and con-
firmed to Harvard College three hundred acres of
land,” in each of the townships within which reserva-
tions had been made in its favor by the provincial
legislature.

In March, 1785, the College was also devested of
its right to the Ferry between Boston and Charles-
town, the most ancient of all the colonial grants, by
the erection of the ¢ Charles River Bridge.” The
legislature, indeed, provided that the grantees, during
the term of forty years, should pay the College £200
a year; but the bridge, at the end of the term, was to
become the property of the Commonwealth, ¢ saving
to the said College a reasonable and annual com-
pensation for the annual income of the ferry, which
they might have received, had not said bridge been
grecred.” A

Although an annuity was more convenient than the
receipt of incomes from the ferry, yet £ 200 was no
fair equivalent in value for the rights devested. The
Corporation, as the records prove, had maintained the
ferry for nearly one hundred and fifty years, with
great trouble and often with little emolument, in the
anticipation, that its revenues would increase, in pro-
portion to the population of the country. During
the period between 1775 and 1781, the ferry had

* See above, p. 251.
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been supported at an actual loss ; £300 had just been
expended in repairing the ferryways, and the College
was beginning to receive £200 annual rent,* with an
apparent certainty of a great annual increase. At this
moment, the General Court established the bridge,
and limited the future income of the College from this
source, to the exact sum it was then annually receiv-
ing, thus depriving it of that increasing revenue, which
the legislature of 1640 intended it should receive in
all after times.

In the year 1792, on passing the act establishing
West Boston Bridge, the interests of the College were
so far regarded by the legislature as to provide for
the payment to it of an annuity of £300, (which in a
short time was reduced to £200,) during the term
of forty years, appropriating it to ¢ the defraying the
tuition of indigent scholars, or for the reducing the
expense of tuition to all the other scholars,” accord-
ing to the judgment of the Corporation. In 1796,
this appropriation was varied, and applied to the sup-
port of permanent tutors; and, in 1800, a discretion-
ary power was vested in the Corporation in respect to
its application.

By the above act of 1792, the rights and privileges
granted in 1785, by the act authorizing the erection
of ¢ Charles River Bridge,” were extended to the
proprietors, from forty to seventy years, and for the
same lengthened period the annuity was made payable
to the College; but the clause, ¢ saving to the said
College at the end of the term a reasonable and an-
nual compensation for the annual income of the ferry,
which they might have received had not said bridge

* Treasurer Storer’s Letter Book, Vol. L pp. 9, 14, 20, 41.
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been erected,” was omitted. But how valueless would
have been this saving clause against power and in-
terest, the history of the present times demonstrates,
in which the bridge itself has been destroyed by the
effect of legislative enactments, passed with an entire
disregard of the provisions of the acts of 1785 and
1792, and also of the ancient vested rights of the
College.

In the year 1794, on a memorial from the Corpora-
tion, the General Court renewed the grant of a lottery,
which had been made by the provincial legislature, in
1772, for the purpose of enabling them to erect an
additional building, as ¢ it is inconvenient, at present,
to make a grant from the public treasury therefor.”
This act was originally for four years, and for the
raising of £8,000; the time was afterwards extended
and the sum enlarged, until, in 1804, the proceeds
had attained a sufficient amount to authorize the Cor-
poration to commence a building constructed on the
same plan and of like dimensions with Hollis Hall.*
This edifice, to which they gave the name of Stough-
ton Hall, was completed in 1805, at an expense of
about $23,700. From the general funds of the Col-
lege, 5,300 of the sum were derived, and & 18,400
were the proceeds of lotteries.t

During the presidencies of Locke and Langdon,
the attention of the community was absorbed by polit-
ical affairs, and few attempts were made, either to
raise the standard of education, or to improve the
system of discipline in the College. In May, 1772,
the Overseers condemn the frequent absence of Tu-
tors on Sunday, for the purpose of preaching, as tend-

* See above, p. 102. } See Treasurer Storer’s Leger C, p. 157.
VOL. II. 35
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ing to diminish the strict observance of that day by
the students; and enjoin, that one at least of their
number should always remain in Cambridge during
the whole of the day, dine in the hall, and attend
public worship. They made, also, an attempt to im-
prove the students in elocution, by enjoining it upon
the respective Tutors “to causec two in each class
to read every Saturday morning, in rotation, a suitable
portion from some celebrated English author, before
the whole class;” and, in the October following, the
custom of ¢ repeating the heads of the sermons of the
preceding day, on Lord’s day evening, not appearing
to be attended with good effect,” it was recommend-

~ ed that it be discontinued, and the “reading of some

Proposal to
abolish the
law oblig-
ing Fresh-
men to go
on errands.

Difficult

in provid-
ing com-
mons dur-
ing the war.

religious discourse by one of the students substituted,
as being both profitable and tending to form the stu-
dents to a graceful elocution.”

About the same period, the Overseers having repeat-
edly recommended abolishing the custom of allowing
the upper classes to send Freshmen on errands,* and
the making of a law exempting them from such ser-
vices, the Corporation voted, that, ¢ after deliberate
consideration and weighing all circumstances, they are
not able to project any plan in the room of this long
and ancient custom, that will not, in their opinion, be
attended with equal, if not greater, inconveniences.”

During the war of the American Revolution, the
votes of the Corporation indicate that the difficulty
of providing satisfactory commons was extreme,T and
that of finding a suitable and responsible Steward
proportionably increased; ¢ the office becoming more
and more difficult and burdensome, in these times of

* See Appendix, No. XXX. # Ibid,, No. XXXI.
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public calamity and distress.” In December, 1779,
Mr. Caleb Gannett, then Tutor in Mathematics, was
induced to accept it, and sustained the office nearly
thirty-nine years, until his death.

In 1780, Simon Poullin was authorized by the Cor-
poration to teach the French language to such stu-
dents as their parents or guardians should permit, the
tuition fees to be charged in their quarter bills. He
was allowed the same privileges with Tutors as to
the Library and Commons, and a chamber in the
College.

The Overseers concurred in this vote of the Cor-
poration, and the introduction of the French language,
as a branch of instruction in Harvard College, was
thus for the first time duly authorized. In 1735, per-
mission to teach French had been granted to Lon-
gloisserie,® solely on the authority of the immediate
government. But the Corporation, as soon as their
attention was drawn to the subject, denied the
power of the immediate government to appoint an
instructor without consulting them, and prohibited
the students from attending his instructions.f In
1782, Albert Gallatin was permitted to teach the
French language in the College, on the same terms
and with the same privileges as Poullin had enjoyed.

In 1781, the Corporation, ¢ to animate scholars to
the greatest proficiency in oratory, and to distinguish
themselves in every branch of science,” voted, that
the Professors and Tutors should select such students
as performed their declamatory exercises in the most

oratorical manner, or who distinguished themselves

* See Vol. I. p. 304, # Ibid., p. 395.
i Records of the Overseers, Vol. I. p. 142, and of the Immediate Gov-
ernment, Vol. L. p. 76.
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in any branch of science, to exhibit specimens of their
proficiency on such subjects as the government should
assign, before the Overseers, at their semiannual visi-
tations; — the President, or, in his absence, one of
the Professors, to preside on these occasions. In
1783, a plan was adopted for promoting classical and
other branches of learning. Two distinct orders of
merit were established, for which two golden medals,
with appropriate inscriptions and of different intrinsic
value, were to be provided, and to be conferred on the
two students, who should be found most advanced .in
any of the required branches of study, among those
who should voluntarily present themselves for examina-
tion ; the successful candidates to be publicly announc-
cd, and to wear these medals on the left breast, on ev-
ery public occasion. The titles of the books and the
process of examination are laboriously spread upon the
records ; but it does not appear, from any document or
tradition, that the project was ever carried into effect.
These distinctions were probably found little in unison
with the opinions of the people, or were regarded as
inconsistent with republican equality.

Besides the instruction derived from the Professor
of Divinity,* the Senior and Junior classes were re-
quired to recite once a week from Wollebius’s ¢ Com-
pendium Theologie.” In April, 1784, this text-book
was laid aside and Doddridge’s ¢ Lectures” was in-
troduced in its stead. In March, 1785, the several
Professors were required to exhibit to the Corpora-
tion the books in which the students recited to them,

‘and an account of their method of instruction, before

every semiannual meeting of the Overseers. And in

* See above, p. 259.
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November, Sallust and Livy were introduced in the
Latin department as reciting-books, and, in the Greek,
Xenophon’s ¢ Anabasis”’ instead of his ¢ Cyropadia.”

In June, 1786, the practice of keeping regular bills
of all absences from collegiate duties, by the respec-
tive departments, was enjoined on all the instructors,
to be laid before the immediate government, ¢ that
they may animadvert upon delinquents agreeably to
the laws.” ¢ The retaining men or boys to perform
the services, for which Freshmen had been heretofore
employed,” was declared to be a growing evil, and
was prohibited by the Corporation.

In 1786, in order to lessen the expense of dress, a
uniform was prescribed, the color and form of which
were minutely set forth, with a distinction of the classes
by means of frogs on the cuffs and button-holes ; silk
was prohibited, and home manufactures were recom-
mended. In 1789, the reluctance, with which this
system of uniform was received, made it necessary to
enforce it by higher penalties; and in May, 1789, the
Corporation and Overseers voted, that non-conformity
with the regulation would be regarded as giving up
connexion with the College, and that appearing in
any other dress in Cambridge would subject the delin-
quent to a fine not exceeding ten shillings.

This severity kept the rule in force for a few years;
but, in 1796, ¢ the sumptuary law relative to dress had
fallen into neglect”; and, in 1797, it was found so
obnoxious and difficult to enforce, that a law was pass-
ed abrogating the whole system of distinction among
the classes by ¢ frogs on the cuffs and button-holes,”
and the law respecting dress was limited to prescrib-
ing a blue grey or dark blue coat, with permission to
wear a black gown, and a prohibition of wearing gold
.or silver lace, cord, or edging.
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About this period, also, ¢ considering the spirit of
the times, and the extreme difficulty the executive
must encounter, in attempting to enforce the law*
¢ prohibiting students from wearing hats in the Col-
lege yard,” a vote passed repealing it.

By the ancient laws of the College, Tutors were en-

joined to visit frequently the chambers of the scholars

in study hours, assist them in their literary pursuits,
and promote in them a regular conduct. In almost

. every period of the College history, this law had been

a subject of complaint. In 1793, the Overseers took
it into consideration and repeated the injunction. The
Tutors acknowledged that the law was not executed,
but urged its incompatibility with their duties; their
spare time would not permit them to be so occupied ;
their compensation was small ; the practice tended to
diminish their respectability in the minds of the stu-
dents; it had the aspect of espionage; and the diffi-
culty and long disuse of the practice had sanctioned
their omission of it. The Overseers, admitting that
¢ some of the reasons had too much weight in them,”
expressed a hope, that an attempt would be made to
introduce the practice. In the ensuing year the subject
was revived; but it was found, that ¢ the Tutors were
young in office, and had not yet had an opportunity to
perform the duty.” In 1795, the Overseers made the
same complaint of the neglect of this law ; and, the
former objections being stated, they expressed an opin-
ion, that ¢ the design would be attained more effectu-
ally, and with less inconvenience, by the Tutors invit-
ing the students to their rooms, for the purpose of
friendly intercourse ; ” but a committee, raised to re-

* See Appéndix, No. XXX.
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vise the law, reported, in 1796, that it should remain
as it was, and the Tutors be required to observe it.
In 1798, however, a revision of the law took place, and
the obligation * frequently to visit,”” was changed into
an obligation ““to visit as often as they find it con-
venient.”

As early as the year 1787, a change was effected in
the books of instruction. Horace, Sallust, Cicero de
Oratore, Homer, and Xenophon were substituted for
Virgil, Cicero’s Orations, Cewsar, and the Greek Tes-
tament. The number of exercises was increased,
and the instructors were. enjoined to ascertain that
they were learned by the whole class.

These classics formed the principal studies of the
first three College years. The Freshmen were in-
structed, also, in rhetoric, the art of speaking, and
arithmetic; the Sophomores in algebra, and other
branches of mathematics; the Juniors in Livy, Dod-
dridge’s ¢ Lectures,” and, once a week, the Greek

Testament ; the Seniors in logic, metaphysics, and -

ethics. The Freshmen and Sophomores were re-
quired to study Hebrew, or French, as a substitute.
Through the College course all the classes were in-
structed in declamation, chronology, and history.

In 1788, Blair’s ¢ Lectures on Rhetoric” was intro-
duced as a text-book. In 1790, a careful revision
was made of the College laws. Among other im-
provements, ‘“to excite the students to a noble emu-
lation,”” a public annual exhibition was established,
to be held in the presence of a joint committee of
the Corporation and Overseers. This committee, after
examining the students of each class in the several
branches studied by them during the year, were, with
the President, Professors, and Tutors, to determine
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by ballot those who had distinguished themselves,
and report their names to both boards, to be entered
on record as a testimonial of their literary merit.

These ballots, reports, and records of merit were not
pleasing to the students, and, in 1791, the Senior and
Junior classes petitioned for exemption from the exam-
ination. 'The Overseers rejected the application, and
disturbances occurred in consequence ; but the board
voted the objections unreasonable, the law salutary,
and to be maintained. Some alterations, however,
were made in the exercises to satisfy the students,
but the spirit of discontent was not allayed. In 1792,
the visiting committee reported, that the disturbances
could not be suppressed, from the difficulty of pro-
curing evidence, and recommended, that the imme-
diate government should be empowered to examine
the students upon oath. A decision was postponed,
and the subject was committed.

In 1793, a vote passed both boards suspending dur-
ing that year the obnoxious regulations. The dis-
orderly spirit, however, continuing, the succeeding
committee suggested the expediency of revising the
law relative to examinations. And ‘the Overseers
voted, that, “in cases of impiety and other crimes
of enormity, when two thirds of the immediate gov-
ernment shall vote it necessary, they be empowered
to examine the students upon oath.” The visiting
committee now complained of the labor, tediousness,
and consumption of their time, occasioned by these
examinations, and the duty was, therefore, divided
between two committees. Disturbances from this
source continuing, the Overseers, in 1796, voted, that
the examinations were useful, and recommended the
adoption of a rule still more severe, ‘that the Pro-



HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

fessors and Tutors, at the close of every examina-
tion, determine by ballot whether any, and how many,
of any class are unfit to proceed to a higher class
in the College; and such persons shall not advance
in their standing, until, upon a new examination, they
shall appear qualified for it. And no scholar shall be
admitted to a degree, if he shall, upon a ballot taken
as above, in the opinion of a major part of the persons
examining, be judged unfit for it on account of his
negligence and inattention to his studies.”” The Cor-
poration took no measures in consequence of this vote,
and the obnoxious law was soon after modified in
the particulars most objectionable.

In 1797, students excused from the study of Hebrew
were required to pursue that of French; but, in 1800,
the laws relative to the study of French were sus-
pended. Students, however, were allowed, at the
request of their parents or guardians, to attend upon
the instruction of any teacher approved by the imme-
diate government, at times not interfering with the
regular College studies.

In 1802, the expediency of requiring, for entrance
into the College, higher proficiency in the learned
languages was debated in both boards; and, in 1803,
the former conditions of admission were repealed, and
a strict examination in Dalzel’s ¢ Collectanea Graca
Minora,” the Greek Testament, Virgil, Sallust, and
Cicero’s - Select Orations; a thorough acquaintance
with the Greek and Latin grammars, including pros-
ody; also, an ability to translate those languages cor-
rectly, and a knowledge of geography and of arith-
metic to the rule of three, were substituted.

The establishment of a permanent tutorship had
been for some time regarded as expedient, and, in
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1800, the Corporation, having obtained authority from
the legislature to transfer the income of West Boston
Bridge to that object, immediately appointed Levi
Hedge, A. M., to this office.

A permanent tutor had the same duties to perform
as other tutors, but, in case of marriage, twenty per
cent. was to be added to his salary as Tutor; and, on
this event, provision was made to supply his place
within the College walls, by a new officer called a
Regent, who was to perform the duties and exercise
the authority of a parietal Tutor. 'The salary of the
permanent Tutor being found insufficient, he early
presented a memorial to the Corporation for its in-
crease, which was met by a counter memorial of Pro-
fessors Tappan and Webber, remonstrating against
augmenting the salary of a Tutor, without raising
those of the Professors. They averred that the
grants made in consideration of the depreciated state
of the currency did not supply the deficiency; ¢ that
they had been subject to many difficulties and hard-
ships, and experienced a painful inability to support
their families in a comfortable and decent manner;
and that, with the most rigid economy, they were
not able to make any savings for their maintenance,
in case of infirmity, or old age, or for the partial
support of their families in case of their removal by
death.” Both memorials were deemed reasonable,
and grants proportionable to their respective salaries
were soon after made to all these officers.

The regular salary of President Willard had never
exceeded § 1400 a year, to which were added an occa-
sional grant and fees for degrees. His annual re-
ceipts, during his presidency, had never been more
than sufficient, and had often proved inadequate, for
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the support of his family; and, had he not found a
resource in a small property received by his wife, he
could not have subsisted without incurring debt.*
His health began to fail some years before his death,
and, in 1799, the expense of two successive journeys
for its restoration was borne by the Corporation. But
the hopes of his friends were defeated, and he died
on the 25th of September, 1804, at the age of sixty-
four. A eulogy was delivered at his funeral by Pro-
fessor Webber ; during thirty days the students wore
badges of mourning, and a grant of $ 500 was made
to his family, in consideration of the expenses incurred
during his illness.

President Willard was distinguished, as a scholar,
for his acquaintance with classical literature, and with
mathematical and astronomical science; as a divine,
for learning, candor, and catholicism ; and, as the head
of the University, for a union of paternal kindness
with firmness in supporting the laws. His manners
were simple and reserved. His deportment dignified,
and his character serious and contemplative. Having
been called to the President’s chair in the midst of
the Revolutionary war, when the general tone of
morals was weak, and the spirit of discipline ener-
vated, he sustained the authority of his station with
consummate steadfastness and prudence. He found
the seminary embarrassed ; he left it free and pros-
perous. His influence was uniformly happy, and,
throughout his whole connexion with the institution,
he enjoyed the entire confidence of his associates in
the government, the respect of the students, and the
undeviating approbation and support of the public.

* Memorial of Sidney Willard, dated Dec. 1804.
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CHAPTER XXXIII.

Difficulties in electing a Professor of Divinity. —Henry Ware chosen.
— His Election opposed, but confirmed. — Fisher Ames is chosen Pres-
ident and declines. — Difficulties in electing a President. — Samuel
Webber chosen. — Eliphalet Pearson resigns the Hancock Professor-
ship. — Consequent Proceedings. — Sidney Willard appointed his Suc-
cessor. — John Farrar elected Hollis Professor of Mathematics and
Natural Philosophy. — The Boylston Professorship of Rhetoric and
Oratory established. —John Quincy Adams elected Professor. — His
Resignation. — Joseph McKean appointed his Successor. — Citizens
of Boston and the Vicinity establish a Professorship of Natural His-
tory, — William Dandridge Peck elected Professor. — Office of Proc-
tor instituted. — Lottery granted.— Holworthy Hall built from its Pro-
ceeds, — Death of Treasurer Storer.— Jonathan Jackson chosen in
his Place. — His Death. — Succeeded by John Davis. — Change in the
Constitution of the Board of Overseers.— Its Origin and Nature. —
Samuel Dexter bequeaths Funds for promoting a Critical Knowledge
of the Scriptures.— His Character.—Death of President Webber.

WHEN the death of President Willard occurred, the
Hollis Professorship of Divinity had been vacant more
than a year. Every attempt to clect a successor to
Dr. Tappan had been resisted by Eliphalet Pearson,
the Professor of Hebrew and other Oriental Lan-
guages, and an active member of the Corporation.
He maintained, that Hollis, by the terms of the foun-
dation of his Professorship, required that his Professor
should be a Calvinist, and objected to every candidate
proposed by any other member of the Board, as being
deficient in this qualification.* Notwithstanding this

* Manuscript Diary of the Rev. John Eliot, then a member of the
Corporation.
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opposition, on the 5th of February, 1805, the Cor-
poration elected the Rev. Henry Ware, of Hingham.

In the same month the question of concurrence in
this election was discussed in the Board of Overseers,
and the Rev. Jedediah Morse, D. D., of Charlestown,
a graduate of Yale College, took the same ground as
Dr. Pearson had assumed in the Corporation; main-
taining, that inquiry ought to be made into the reli-
gious faith of the candidate; that * soundness and or-
thodoxy »” were the characteristics required by Hollis;
that these terms were applicable only to Calvinists;
that Mr. Hollis was a Calvinist, and could have used
these terms in no other sense ; that, by using them, he
intended that inquiry should be made into ¢ the sound-
ness and orthodoxy?” of the candidate ; and that the
Overseers at the first election under these statutes had
exacted an assent to all the five high points of Cal-
vinism. ”

To these statements it was replied, that this at-
tempt to introduce a categorical examination into
the creed of a candidate was a barbarous relic of
Inquisitorial power, alien alike from the.genius of our
government and the spirit of the people ; — that the
College had been dedicated to Christ and not to Cal-
vin; —to Christianity and not to sectarianism ; —
that Hollis, though agreeing with Calvinists in some
points, was notoriously not a Calvinist,— and that,
by his statutes, he prescribed the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testament as the rule of his Pro-
fessor’s faith, and not the Assembly’s Catechism.
¢ After long and patient discussion,” say the records,
‘“the election of the Rev. Henry Ware was concur-
red in by the Overseers”; and, on the 14th of the
ensuing May, he was formally inducted into the Hol-
lisian Professorship of Divinity.
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The general duties of the President’s office were
performed during the vacancy by Dr. Pearson ; and
he presided at the meetings of the Corporation and
at Commencement. To the candidates for the Presi-
dent’s chair, proposed by the other members of the
Corporation, his opposition was uniform; a decision
was consequently postponed until more than a year had
clapsed after the death of President Willard, when,
on the 11th of December, 1305, the Hon. Fisher
Ames was chosen his successor by the Corporation.
But on the 13th of January ensuing, before the choice
had been submitted to the Overseers for their con-
currence, Dr. Pearson received a letter from Mr. Ames
declining the appointment. The difficulties which
ensued in relation to the choice of a President were
exciting and peculiar. Dr. Pearson, the Hancock
Professor of Hebrew and other Oriental Languages,
and Mr. Webber, Hollis Professor of Mathematics and
Natural Philosophy, were the prominent candidates.
At a meeting of the Corporation on the 28th of
February, a decided opinion favorable to the elec-
tion of Mr. .Webber was manifested by the mem-
bers of the board, and Dr. Pearson immediately gave
notice of his intention to resign his Professorship and
his seat in the Corporation. On the day succeed-
ing, to which the meeting was adjourned, all the
members were present except Dr. Pearson ; when, as
the records state, ““a free discussion was had rela-
tive to making an election of President, and on the
question, whether the Corporation would proceed to
such choice, before the vacancy in the Corporation,
which may be made by the intended resignation of
Professor Pearson, shall be filled; on which question
it was voted in the affirmative, Judge Wendell dis-
senting.”
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The Corporation then voted to proceed to the elec-
tion of President on the 3d of March ensuing, and a
committee was appointed to inform Professor Pearson
of the proposed meeting, ¢ that he may attend if he see
cause.” On that day, all the members of the Corpora-
tion being present except Dr. Pearson, Samuel Web-
ber, A. M., was chosen President of the University.

On the 11th of March, 1806, their choice was pre-
sented to the Overseers, who, having concurred in
the election of Professor Webber, the chairman of the
meeting delivered to the Overseers a letter from the
Hancock Professor, indicating his intention to resign
his office. In this communication Dr. Pearson, after
asserting that his endeavours, during a connexion of
twenty years, had been to exalt the literary, moral,
and religious state of the seminary, said that he now
found “ there remained no reasonable hope to promote
that reformation in the society he wished,” and that,
¢ events during the last year having so deeply affect-
ed his mind, beclouded the prospect, spread such a
gloom over the University, and compelled him to
take such a view of its internal state and external
relations, of its radical and constitutional maladies, as
to exclude the hope of rendering any essential service
to the interests of religion by continuing his relation
to it,” he therefore requested an acceptance of his
resignation. This communication was referred to a
committee of which Samuel Dexter was chairman,
who reported, ¢ that, having had a free conversa-
tion with Dr. Pearson, although the state of the
University did not appear to them so gloomy as he
represented it, yet they duly appreciated his motives,
and, considering them of a high and commanding
nature to him, recommended, that the subject be
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postponed, and he requested to perform the duties
of the office in the interim and deliberate further on
his resignation.” This report the Overseers refused
to accept; and, the subject being again referred to the
same committee, they reported, ¢ that they have atten-
tively considered the communication from Professor
Pearson, and that, although they are not apprehensive
the University is in so unfortunate a state as he has
represented, yet they truly respect the motives that
actuate him, and think them of so high and command-
ing a nature to him, that it would appear indeco-
rous to request him to continue in office, unless the
impressions on his mind can be removed ; that after a
free and full conversation, he having expressed his full
conviction, that there is no probability that his opinion
of the propriety and necessity of his resignation will
change,” they therefore submit votes, accepting his
resignation, expressing ¢ a high sense of his virtues,
talents, and services,” and recommending ¢ a speedy
and serious consideration of his pecuniary claims.”
These votes, having been passed by the Over-
seers, came, with Dr. Pearson’s letter, under the con-
sideration of the Corporation on the 28th of March,
and a vote was passed accepting his resignation,
and expressing their regret at this event, and that,
¢ though they cannot admit that his views of the
situation and prospects of the University are correct,
yet they are fully persuaded that they are up-
right and conscientious, and lament the loss of his
able and faithful services.” They then appointed
a committee to consider and report on his claims.
On the 11th of April, Theophilus Parsons, LL. D.,
was chosen a member of the Corporation in the place
of Dr. Pearson. On the 12th of May, Mr. Webber was
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inducted into the office of President with the usual
formalities, and, on the 14th, the Corporation accepted
the report of their committee, ¢ to pay Dr. Pearson
eight hundred dollars, for his extra services, for his
performance of duties belonging to the President’s
office since the dececase of President Willard, and a
further sum of eight hundred dollars for his extra ser-
vices in the affairs of the College, and for the time
and money expended by him in such services at the
special request of the Corporation, and which his
official station and engagements did not require him
to perform.”’

On the 15th of May, this vote being laid before the
Overseers, ¢ considerable conversation’ arose on the
question of concurrence, and eventuated in a vote to
refer the subject back to the Corporation for further
consideration ; and an adjournment of the Overseers
took place to await the result. On the 21st of May,
the proceedings of the Overseers were respectfully
noticed by the Corporation, and a vote passed, stating
that only on four considerations could any grant be
made to Dr. Pearson. — 1. As a compensation for the
reduced value of the money in which the salaries to
the officers of the College had been paid ; — this they
declared inadmissible, as it would equally apply to
other officers, and would be a precedent for claims,
which the College treasury had not the ability to
meet. 2. As a gratuity, which was only applicable to
Professors retiring from office on account of old age or
infirmity, and not to a Professor who resigned volun-
tarily in health, and with ability for further usefulness.
3. As a compensation for his discharge of the duties of
the presidency during the vacancy of that office. This
claim the Corporation deemed reasonable ; and, con-
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last Commencement, and his full salary as Profes-
sor, they granted eight hundred dollars, which they
deemed a large compensation for that service. 4. As
a compensation for extraordinary services as a mem-
ber of the Corporation. These they admitted, and
for them they granted a further sum of eight hun-
dred dollars, which they deemed a very liberal allow-
ance ; and concluded, that ¢ to make any further grant
to Professor Pearson would not be consistent with
the fidelity they owe to the public and to the College,
as the trustees of a property sacredly appropriated to
the service of literature, science, and religion.”

The Overseers on receiving this vote of the Cor-
poration, immediately concurred in the original grant
to Dr. Pearson of sixteen hundred dollars for the sev-
eral specified services.

In May, 1806, John Pickering, Esq., was chosen
Hancock Professor of Hebrew and other Oriental
Languages, but he declined the appointment; and in
December, Sidney Willard, A. M., was elected, ac-
cepted the office, and, in February, 1807, entered on
its duties. On the same day Nathaniel Bowditch,
A. M., of Salem, was appointed Hollis Professor of
Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, and, he having
declined the office, the Rev. Joseph McKean was cho-
sen, who also declined. John Farrar, A. M., was
then elected, and in June, 1807, formally inducted
into the Professorship.

In 1804, the funds bequeathed by Nicholas Boyl-
ston, Esq.,* having accumulated sufficiently to author-

established. jze the measure, the Corporation established ¢ the

* See above, p. 214.
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Boylston Professorship of Rhetoric and Oratory in
Harvard College;” statutes for which having been
adopted, the Hon. John Quincy Adams was elected,
and in June, 1806, installed, the first Professor. By
the terms of his acceptance his duties were limited to
a course of public lectures to the resident graduates
and the two senior classes of undergraduates, and
to presiding at the declamations of those classes.
In July, 1810, he resigned his office, * on account
of a call in the foreign service of his country.” His
Lectures, which were published the same year at
the request of the students attending them, evidence
the spirit and talent with which he fulfilled the du-
ties of his Professorship.

In the August following, the Rev. Joseph McKean
was appointed his successor by the Corporation.
When this election was submitted to the Overseers,
their concurrence was accompanied by a vote requir-
ing the Boylston Professor of Rhetoric and Oratory to
reside at Cambridge, near “the College, to perform
all the duties of his office, and to be a member of the
immediate executive - government whenever required
by the Board of Owerseers.

Early in the year 1805, a number of citizens of
Boston and its vicinity raised by subscription a sum
exceeding thirty thousand dollars,* and laid the foun-
dation of a Professorship of Natural History in Har-
vard College. The articles of the constitution of
this Professorship were numerous. Its funds were
placed in the hands of the Treasurer of Harvard
College, subject to the order of the Board of Visi-
tors. The Trustees of the Massachusetts Society for
promoting Agriculture, the President of Harvard Col-

* See Appendix, No. XXXII.
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lege, the President of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, and the President of the Massachusetts
Medical Society, were appointed Visitors of the Pro-
fessorship ; and William Dandridge Peck was chosen
by the subscribers the first Professor. The foundation
being accepted, and the election of Mr. Peck approv-
ed, by the Corporation and Overseers, a committee
was chosen by the latter, “ to express to the sub-
scribers of the Professorship of Natural History the
sense which this board entertain ‘of their liberality
and mnoble exertions to establish a Professorship for
the promotion of a branch of literature calculated, not
only to give rational entertainment, but to promote
the valuable interests of our country.”

The class of officers called Proctors was instituted
in the year 1805, their prescribed duty being ¢ to
reside constantly and preserve order within the walls,
and to exercise the same inspection and authority in
their particular district and throughout College, which
it is the duty of a parietal Tutor to exercise therein ;
but offences of such magnitude, as shall exceed a
Tutor’s power of punishing adequately, are to be
referred to the government.”

In July, 1806, the Corporation represented to the
legislature the great sum they had been compelled to
expend for the completion of Stoughton Hall, and
that a much larger sum was necessary for the repair
of Massachusetts Hall, and of other buildings ; where-
upon the legislature granted them permission to raise,
by lottery, $ 30,000 for those purposes, or for the
erecting of a new building. The proceeds of this
lottery enabled the Corporation to commence, in
1811, a new College building, and to complete it
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in 1813, at an expense of about 24,500, the lot-
tery having produced about $29,000,* and the balance
being applied to reinstate the stock which the College
had expended in erecting Stoughton Hall, and to the
other objects specified in the act granting the lottery.
The new building received the name of Holworthy
Hall, in honor of Sir Matthew Holworthy, the greatest
benefactor of the College, in respect to the amount
of his bounty, during the seventeenth century.t

In January, 1807, Treasurer Storer died, in the
seventy-seventh year of his age, and the thirtieth of
his official relation to the University. The Corpora-
tion, after expressing their sense of his worth as a man
and excellence as a Treasurer,{ granted to his family
by a unanimous vote one thousand dollars on account
of equitable claims for services, which had never been
remunerated. The Hon. Jonathan Jackson was elect-
ed his successor, and retained the office until his death,
which occurred in March, 1810; on which occasion
the Corporation passed a vote of ¢ sympathy with his
friends and the public in the loss of a man of talents,
infegrity, amiable and courteous manners, who dis-
charged the duties. of Treasurer and member of the
Corporation with reputation to himself and distinguish-
ed utility to the University and the public.”” In the
same month the Hon. John Davis was elected his suc-
cessor, and the seat in the Corporation vacated by
Mr. Davis was filled by the election of John Lowell,
Esq., who, inheriting his father’s zeal and affection
for the College, devoted himself successfully, with un-
surpassed talents and fidelity, during twelve years of

* See Treasurer Davis’s Leger E, p. 52.
+ See Vol. I. p. 183. 1 See above, p. 254,
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his active life, to the advancement of its best inter-
ests. .
The year 1810 is the era of an important change
in the constitution of the Board of Overseers. By
the charter of 1642, the magistrates of the colony
and the teaching elders of specified Congregational
churches formed, ex officio, that board ; and its consti-
tution comprised no principle, by which individuals
particularly qualified could be elected members. At
that early period the statesmen and clergy generally
included almost all the educated men in the com-
munity, and the Board of Overseers, therefore, was
then as wisely constituted perhaps as the condition
of the colony permitted. But, in the course of a
century and a half, other classes of men rose into
power and influence, and it became desirable that
they also should be brought into efficient connex-
ion with the College, — and that the Overseers should
possess the power of placing at their board individ-
uals particularly qualified, by their talents or attain-
ments, for the superintendence and patronage of a
literary institution. In 1780, the critical and dis-
turbed state of the times rendered it inexpedient to
attempt any change in the constitution of the semi-
nary, except such as the frame of the Constitution
of the Commonwealth made necessary. The dispo-
sition, however, to introduce new influences into the
management of the institution was at that time indi-
cated by the clection of James Bowdoin into the Cor-
poration, the first individual ever selected as a mem-
ber of the board, with the exception of the Treas-
urers, who was not either a clergyman, a professor,
or tutor. Experience having shown the advantage
of this deviation from the ancient practice, the friends
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of the College became convinced, that important ben-
efits would result, if a right to a seat in the board
of Overseers should be no longer incidental and cas-
ual, but be made elective and permanent, with a
reference to the qualifications of the individual and
his local situation. It was also thought desirable,
that the right of being eligible to the board should
no longer be confined, with regard to the clergy, to the
towns specified in the charter. The inconvenience
arising to members of the Senate from the duty of
attending to the business of the College during the
session of the legislature, and their want of interest
in the institution from the remoteness of their resi-
dence, led many of them, from considerations uncon-
nected with political feeling or prejudices, to desire
to be relieved from that service. Accordingly, an act
was passed in March, 1810, changing the constitution
of the board of Overseers of Harvard College, in
coincidence with these views. ¢ The Governor, Lieu-
tenant-Governor, Council, the President of the Sen-
ate, and Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and the President of the College, for the time being,
with fifteen ministers of Congregational churches and
fifteen laymen, all inhabitants within the State, to be
elected as provided in the act,” were constituted ¢ the
board of Overseers of Harvard College.” In passing
this act, great care was taken to preserve unimpaired
the ancient foundations of the College, by annexing
to the act the condition, that it should go into effect
when its provisions should be accepted by the two
College hoards. The principle, that without the con-
sent of the Corporation and Overseers this altera-
tion could not be made, was thus distinctly recog-
nised, and all the chartered rights of the College were
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respected and maintained, at the same time that a
more beneficial and efficient constitution was estab-
lished for the Board of Overseers.

In Mareh and Apnil, 1810, the two boards succes-
sively assembled and accepted the act, and the Over-
seers proceeded to organize themselves by choosing
the specified number of laymen and clergymen ac-
cording to its provisions.

In June, 1810, the Hon. Samuel Dexter informed
the Corporation, that his late father, the Hon. Samuel
Dexter, of Mendon, formerly of Dedham, had be-
queathed five thousand dollars to Harvard University,
to promote “ a critical knowledge of the Holy Secrip-
tures.” The Corporation immediately passed a vote
expressive of their grateful sense of the liberality of
this bequest, their high satisfaction with its useful
design, and their happiness in the opportunity of en-
rolling among the benefactors of Harvard College a
gentleman distinguished in the annals of his country
for patriotism and public spirit, and one who exhibited
in private life the virtues and graces of a Christian.

Samuel Dexter is deservedly ranked among the
memorable men of this country. He was born at
Dedham, in March, 1726, and prepared for Harvard
College by his father, the Rev. Samuel Dexter, of
that town ; but, manifesting a strong disinclination for
the clerical profession for which he was destined, he
entered into business as a merchant, and pursued
commerce with success, until the thirty-sixth year of
his age. Having secured for his family a competency,
which, in respect to fortune, was the limit of his de-
sires, he retired to his native town and devoted him-
self to letters, and the virtues and charities of a Chris-
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tian life. Being elected a representative to the Pro-
vincial Assembly, his talents and zeal in the cause
of the colony soon rendered him conspicuous. With
James Bowdoin and John Winthrop, he was raised
to the Council Board, and with them he was repeat-
edly negatived by Governor Gage, in cousequence of
a special mandate from the King’s ministers.

Mr. Dexter was chosen to the first Provincial Con-
gress, and regarded as one of its most eminent and
confidential members. In October, 1774, he was
chairman of a committee of thirteen delegates, raised
to consider what was ¢ necessary to be done for the
defence and safety of the Province,” and in the same
month he was chosen ¢ Receiver-General,” which
office he declined. But, soon after differing in opin-
ion from a majority of the Congress, as to the expe-
diency of raising an army before means of feeding,
clothing, and arming it were in readiness, in the jeal-
ousies natural to the excited state of the times a mo-
mentary shade was cast over his patriotism. ¢ Haugh-
ty integrity,” says his biographer, ¢ cannot endure
suspicion. He retired from public employment, fee-
ble from disease, exhausted with fatigue, indignant
for himself, and trembling for his country. Although
speedily and repeatedly solicited to accept offices of
honor and emolument, he subsequently declined all
public employment, and passed the remaining thirty
years of his life, secluded from the world, in the so-
ciety of his family and a very few friends; devoted
to reading, meditation, and writing.”’

Theology was his favorite subject; to which he
bent the entire force of a mind, powerful, assiduous,
and confiding in its own strength. ¢ The result of his
examination’ into the evidence of Christianity was a

VOL. I 33
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cuarrer firm belief of its divine original, accompanied with a

XXXIIL

and death.
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President
Webber.

rejection and zealous disapprobation of the dogmas
of the famed theologist of Geneva, which he consid-
ered as unsupported by Scripture, and doing violence
to the moral attributes of God.” < Being firmly per-
suaded of the divine origin of the Christian religion,”
resting ¢ on this foundation his own hope of a future
existence,” and believing that ¢ many of the difficul-
ties which lead to deism and infidelity would vanish,
were the passages objected to critically and judi-
ciously rendered and explained,” he established by his
last will a lectureship for ¢ the increase of that most
useful branch of learning, aeritical knowledge of the
Holy Scriptures.”*

He closed a life distinguished for its charities, use-
fulness, and exemplary Christian spirit, in June, 1810,

in the eighty-fifth year of his age.

On the 17th of July, 1810, President Webber died,
and on the next day the Corporation passed votes, ex-
pressing their ¢ sympathy with his family, in the dis-
tressing event, which has deprived the University of a’
learned, faithful, industrious, and pious President,”
requesting the Rev. Henry Ware to deliver an address,
and the Rev. Dr. Holmes to perform devotional ex-
ercises, ‘¢ at the late President’s funeral ”’; and accom-
panying the votes with a grant of five hundred dollars
to defray expenses incident to the occasion.

President Webber rose to the eminence he attain-
ed solely by personal merit. He had no peculiar
advantages of birth, or of early education. His youth
had been employed in the labors of agriculture; but

* See Samuel Dexter’s Will, and ¢ Monthly Anthology,” Vol. IX. p. 3.
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the bent of his mind to learning was strong, and, after
a few months of preparative study, he entered the Uni-
versity, at the age of twenty. As a scholar his attain-
ments were substantial, embracing various branches
of learning, but, mathematical science being most con-
genial to his taste and habits, he quitted his profes-
sorship for the presidency with reluctance. In com-
municating instruction, he united- patience and facility
with a thorough acquaintance with his subject. The
urbanity and gentleness of his manners, and the pru-
‘dence, firmness, and rectitude which characterized his
course in the office of President, sccured for his ad-
ministration popularity and success, both with his
pupils and with the public.*

* See “Eulogy at the Interment of the Rev. Dr. Webber, by Henry
Ware, D. D., pronounced 20th July, 1810.”
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CHAPTER XXXIV.

John Thornton Kirkland elected President. — The Act of 1810 repealed.

— Proceedings thereon.— Act of 1810 revived with an Addition.— Levi
Hedge appointed Professor.— The Boylston Medical Library and
Fund for Prize Dissertations.—John Collins Warren and John Gor-
ham, Adjunct Professors. — James Jackson, Professor of Clinical Med-
icine, and of the Theory and Practice of Physic. — Bank Tax grant-
ed. — Death of Professor Warren. — John C. Warren elected his
Successor. —Jacob Bigelow, Professor of Materia Medica.—Walter
Channing, Professor of Obstetrics. — Professor Dexter resigns.— John
Gorham elected his Successor.— Joseph Green Cogswell, Profes-
sor of Mineralogy. — Professor Gorham resigns. — John White Web-
ster elected his Successor.— A Church formed within the College
walls. — Trustees of the Dexter Fund. —Samuel Parkman’s Dona-
tion. — The Society for Theological Education constituted. — The
Divinity School organized. — Divinity Hall erected. — A Professor-
ship of Greek Literature founded. — Samuel Eliot; Andrew Eliot;
John Eliot; William Havard Eliot; Samuel Atkins Eliot. — Edward
Everett and John Snelling Popkin successively Professors of Greek
Literature. — The Royall Professorship of Law founded. — Isaac
Royall. —Isaac Parker first Royall Professor.— University Profes-
sorship of Law, and the Law School, established. — Asahel Stearns
first University Professor of Law.

THE Rev. John Thornton Kirkland, having been

elected in August, 1810, according to the customary
forms, was in November inaugurated President of
Harvard College. Dr. Kirkland had been sixteen
years pastor of the New South Church in Boston, and
in that relation had gained the affections and acquired
the confidence of an intellectual, highly cultivated,
and public-spirited class of men, who, in that day,
took the lead in the town of Boston and its vicinity.*

* See Appendix, No. XXXIIL
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Their influence introduced him into the chair of the
University, and gave to his administration a uniform
and characteristic support. The earliest event of gen-
eral importance which subsequently occurred, related
to the act which had been passed by the legislature in
the preceding March, altering and amending the con-
stitution of the Board of Overseers. In that period of
high political excitement, every measure affecting gen-
eral interests was viewed through a party medium ;
and, notwithstanding the obvious benefits conferred by
that act on the institution, it had not passed without
opposition. The relinquishment, by the Senate, of the
right to sit as members of the Board of Overseers, had
been opposed as unconstitutional, and as a disfranchise-
ment of the Senate of the Commonwealth. In 1812,
the opponents of the act obtained dominant influence
in all the branches of the State government, and, with-
out giving any notice to the Corporation or Overseers,
or requesting their concurrence in the proposed modi-
fication of their rights, a bill was introduced into the
Senate repealing the statute of 1810. The Corporation
immediately addressed a memorial to the legislature,
requesting a hearing and the postponement of the bill.

This memorial stated the disadvantages of the origi-
nal constitution of the Board of Overseers, explained
the beneficial alterations effected by the act of 1810,
and the care taken to preserve unimpaired the ancient
foundations of the College, and questioned the author-
ity of the legislature to make alterations in the con-
stitution of the board of Overseers, without the assent
of that board and without granting a hearing to the
Corporation. But on the 29th of February, 1812, the
legislature, in direct opposition to this memorial, and
without making any provision for the conseut of *the
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Corporation and Overseers, repealed the act of March,
1810, and enacted, that the board of Overseers should
thereafter * be constituted in the same way and man-
ner, and be composed of the same persons and no
other, that it would have been, had the same act
never been passed.”

On the 15th of April, the Corporation took the
provisions of this act into consideration, and passed a
vote declaring, that the act of March, 1810, ¢ derived
its ultimate authority from the assent of the Corpora-
tion and Overseers thereto given,” and that, ¢in the
opinion of the Corporation, the act last passed can
have no legal effect or operation until the provisions
thereof he assented to by the Overseers and Corpora-
tion. And, it further appearing to the Corporation,
that the said act of 1810 contained provisions ex-
tremely beneficial to the University, the Corporation,
in faithfulness to the best interests of the University,
are bound not to assent to the act last passed, unless
the board of Overseers, appointed by said act of
1810, shall decline to exercise its powers as consti-
tuted by said act.” The Corporation then desired
the President to call a meeting of the Overseers and
pray them to take the subject into consideration.
This board met on the 21st of April; and on the 4th
of May a committee appointed on the subject, of which
the. Hon. Christopher Gore was chairman, reported,
that, having taken the votes of the Corporation into
consideration, ‘ they were impressed with a full con-
viction,. that the President and Fellows of Harvard
College, as well in their deliberations as in the de-
cision now submitted to the board, have been guid-
ed by faithfulness to the best interests of the Uni-
versity, but that it is expedient to wave all opinion
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on the validity of the act of 1812; reflecting, at the
same time, that the subject involves the rights and
interests of the University and of other persons, who
may claim to be Overseers of Harvard College, as
well as the rights and duties of the members of this
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be devised and adopted for procuring, agreeably to
the Constitution of the Commonwealth, the opinion
of the Supreme Judicial Court on the validity of the
act of 1812.”” During these proceedings the political
relations of Massachusetts were changed, and the gov-
ernment of the State was again placed under the
same leading influences as had obtained the act of
March, 1810. The board of Overseers organized un-
der that act, and the board organized by the act of
1812, met in different chambers, on the 3d of June,
1812. By the former a vote was passed, that ¢ this
board, having taken into consideration the act, entitled
¢ An act to repeal an act to alter and amend the con-
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stitution of the Board of Overseers of Harvard Col-

lege, and to regulate cergain meetings of that board,’
are of opinion, that the same is not obligatory on this
board without their express assent, and that it is not
competent to the legislature to make any laws affect-
ing the visitatorial powers of the Corporation, or chang-
ing its government, unless such consent be obtain-
ed. But as, under present circumstances, the board
is not disposed to bring its rights to the test of ju-
dicial decision, therefore voted, that the Secretary
be directed to carry the records and proceedings of
the College, as specified in the said act, before
the new board, being to be held this day in the
Senate chamber, reserving to themselves and to each
of them all the rights of contesting the validity of
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said act, in such mode as they may hercafter deem
expedient.” 'The Secretary immediately carried the
records and proceedings of the College to the board
then organized and in session under the act of 1812,
which continued to exercise its functions under the

~authority of this act, until February, 1814, when an

act was passed by the legislature of Massachusetts,
‘10 restore the board of Overseers of Harvard Col-
lege and to make an addition thereto.” By the act of
1814, the act passed in 1812, repealing that of 1810,
was itself repealed, and ¢ the Senate of the Common-
wealth was added to the board of Overseers consti-
tuted by the act of March, 1810;” and it was declar-
ed that ¢ the Senate shall, together with the persons
mentioned in the said last-mentioned act, hereafter
constitute the board of Overseers of Harvard College.”
By the terms of this act its validity was to depend
upon its being accepted by the Overseers and by the
President and Fellows of Harvard College. In March

and April, 1814, the provisions of the act were suc-

cessively accepted by these,boards. The Governor,
Lieutenant-Governor; Council, Senate, and Speaker
of the House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth, and the President of Harvard College for the
time being, with fiftcen ministers of Congregational
churches and fifteen laymen, elected and qualified as
specified in the said act of March, 1810, were thus
constituted, and have ever since continued to be, the
board of Overseers of Harvard College.

Early in*the administration of President Kirkland,
Levi Hedge, who had for many years sustained the
relation of Permanent Tutor, was appointed Professor
of Logic, Ethics, and Metaphysics, with a salary of
fifteen hundred dollars, being subject to his former
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duties, and to such others as the boards constituting
the government of the College might assign. A per-
manent tutorship has not since existed in the semi-
nary, except in connexion with the office of Professor.

The relations of the medical professorships to the
University had remained as they were originally estab-
lished until the year 1808. In 1800, Ward Nicholas
Boylston, Esq., had laid the foundation of ¢ the Boyl-
ston Medical Library,” by the donation of a well-se-
lected collection of approved works, consisting of more
than eleven hundred volumes. At the same time he
secured to the College an annuity, which, in 1803, he
changed into a permanent stock of five hundred dol-
lars, the interest of which was to be applied to the
purchase of such books on medical, anatomical, physi-
ological, and chemical subjects as should be thought
most useful by the professors of those branches, and
for printing such dissertations, as might have a prize
awarded to them under a provision made by his deed
in that year. By this deed he secured an annuity of
one hundred dollars for ever; and by subsequent modi-
fications he directed the income to be divided into two
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prizes of fifty dollars each, to be annually given to -

the authors of the two best dissertations on medical,
anatomical, physiological, or chemical subjects, which
a committee appointed by the Corporation of the Col-
lege should propose ; the same committee also award-
ing the prizes. To-the Medical Library, and to the
Anatomical Museum connected with it, he made in the
course of his after life many valuable additions.

In 1808, John Collins Warren, M. D., and in 1809,
John Gorham, M. D., were appointed Adjunct Pro-
fessors, the former of Anatomy and Surgery, the
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latter of Chemistry and Materia Medica. In 1810,
the annual medical lectures for those who intended
to make medicine and surgery a profession were trans-
ferred to Boston, and the medical Professors were
required to deliver an annual course at Cambridge,
adapted to resident graduates and the senior class of
undergraduates. A professorship of Clinical Medi-
cine was also established, and James Jackson, M. D.,
appointed Professor; his remuneration to be derived
wholly from fees. Hitherto the Professors of the Med-
ical School had received no other compensation from
the College for their annual lectures, than the incomes
of the several foundations of their professorships. In
1811, their services were thought to require higher re-
muneration, and the Corporation voted to the Profes-
sors of the Theory and Practice of Physic, and of
Anatomy and Surgery, an annual salary of five hundred
dollars each, and to the Professor of Chemistry and
Materia Medica, seven hundred dollars. In 1812, Dr.
Jackson was appointed to the first of these professor-
ships, ¢ he continuing to perform the duties of Clinical
Professor, until another should be chosen.” In 1814,
the medical Professors memorialized the Corporation
on the subject of the necessity of a permanent estab-
lishment in Boston, and the loss and inconvenience
they sustained for the want of a suitable building for
the delivery of their lectures, and for the preservation
of their preparations and collections, praying that the
Corporation would apply to the legislature for an
appropriation adequate to effect this great public ob-
ject. The Corporation accordingly presented a me-
morial to the General Court, stating the usefulness of
the medical institution and the necessity of an appro-
priate edifice, urging the example of other States in
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giving efficient patronage to medical schools, and
adding the necessity of another College Hall, the
great repairs required for those already erected, and
the insufficiency of their unappropriated funds. The
Trustees of Bowdoin and Williams College having
also petitioned for pecuniary aid, the friends of each
united with those of Harvard College ; and, in Febru-
ary, 1814, an act was passed ¢ for the encouragement
of literature, piety, morality, and the useful arts and
sciences,” by which a bank tax was appropriated for
ten years, to be divided among those Colleges in cer-
tain specified proportions. This proved, as it respect-
ed Harvard College, to be a donation amounting to
ten thousand dollars annually for ten years; but by
the terms of the act one fourth part of this annual sum
was appropriated ¢ towards the partial or total reduc-
tion of the tuition fees of such students, not exceeding
one half the whole number of any class, who may apply
therefor, according to the judgment of the Corpora-
tion.” Of the sum thus obtained, more than twenty-
one thousand four hundred dollars were applied to the
erection of an edifice in Boston, for the use of the
Medical School. In the same year Holden Chapel
was newly arranged for the medical lectures at Cam-
bridge, and costly wax preparations were purchased
to supersede the necessity of dissecting human sub-
jects at the lectures appointed for undergraduates.
In April, 1815, John Warren, who had been Pro-
fessor of Anatomy and Surgery for more than thirty
years, died, and the Corporation passed votes express-
ing their ¢ sympathy with the family of the deceased,
with his professional brethren and the community, in
the loss of one so greatly beloved and honored for his
signal ability, assiduity, and usefulness.” Dr. Warren
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cuaprer has just claims to be ranked among the distinguished

XXV men of our country for his spirit as a patriot, his virtues
as a man, and his preéminent surgical skill. The
qualities of his heart, as well as of his mind, endeared
him to his contemporaries. They justly appreciated
his moral worth and professional talents, and truly
recorded in the classic inscription, engraven on his
monument,

“Nullus illi defuit honos,
Vitd peractad non deest omnium luctus.” *

John Col- In the succeeding May, John Collins Warren,
ren. M. D., was elected Hersey Professor of Anatomy
and Surgery; and, a distinct lectureship on Materia
Medica, and another on Obstetrics, being added to

Jacob Bige- the Medi?al School, Jacob Bigelow, M. D., and Wal-
Walter ter Channing, M. D., were respecflvely appointed
lecturers. In 1818, both were authorized by the Cor-
poration to assume the title of Professor, their rights

and duties being regulated by the statutes of the
medical institution, but their remuneration depending

upon fees. They also authorized the Professor of
Obstetrics to give lectures on Medical Jurisprudence.

&:rggsgzz- In October, 1816, Aaron Dexter, who had held the
. Erving Professorship of Chemistry in the University
thirty-three years, resigned the office, and received

from the Corporation a vote expressive of their sense

of ¢ his good servicés to the cause of science, and of

his zealous attachment to the interests of the Univer-

John Gor- sity.” John Gorham, M. D., was immediately elected
’ his successor. In November, 1819, the Medical Fac-

* See Thacher’s « Medical Biography,” Vol. II. p.271; also Dr. Jack-
son’s ‘Eulogy, and Rees’ ¢ Encyclopedia.”
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ulty presented to the President and Fellows of Har-
vard College ¢ the Library of the Massachusetts Medi-
cal College,” which had been collected chiefly from
their own resources for the benefit of their pupils.
The Medical Faculty assumed the whole care and
management of this library as one of their College
duties ; and, although the inspection and control were
vested in the President and Fellows, they were ex-
onerated from any expense upon the subject.

In December, 1820, a professorship of Mineralogy
and Geology was established, with a salary obtained
by a voluntary subscription made by friends of the
College for this object;* and to him was also assigned
the duty of preserving, enlarging, and arranging the
mineralogical cabinet. Joseph Green Cogswell, A. M.,
was appointed Professor, and retained the office until
1823. In 1824, John White Webster, A. M., was
appointed Lecturer in Chemistry, Mineralogy, and
Geology; in 1826, Adjunct Professor of Chemistry
and Materia Medica; and, in 1827, on the resignation
of Dr. Gorham, Erving Professor of Chemistry and
Mineralogy. By the terms of his appointment he was
required to reside in Cambridge, to deliver lectures
in the Medical College in Boston; and to give all
the prescribed instruction in Chemistry, Mineralogy,
and Geology, to undergraduateé.

Until 1812, the College government and students
had united in public worship with the inhabitants of
the first parish in Cambridge; but in that year the
Overseers expressed their opinion, that it would be
for the advantage of the students, should religious in-

* See Appendix, No. XXXIV.
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struction on the Sabbath be given within the walls of
the University, and recommended it to the Corporation
to take measures for that purpose. In 1814, a chapel
having been completed in University Hall, a satisfac-
tory arrangement was made between the Corporation
and the church and congregation of the I'irst Parish
in Cambridge, and a separation effected with great
harmony. A distinct church being organized, public
worship has since been conducted within the College
Chapel by the Faculty of the Theological School.

By the will of Samuel Dexter, the management
of his funds was intrusted to the President and Fel-
lows of Harvard College and five associates, to be
elected by them, of whom ¢ three were to be cler-
gymen, and two not of that order.” In May, 1811,
these associates,* were chosen; in July a meeting
of the Trustees of the Dexter fund was held and a
book of records opened, and, in August, the Rev.
Joseph Stevens Buckminster was chosen Lecturer on
Biblical Criticism. In July, 1812, ¢ the office being
made vacant by the lamented death of Mr. Buck-
minster,”’ the Trustees elected the Rev. William El--
lery Channing his successor, with a salary of three
hundred dollars. On the resignation of Mr. Chan-
ning, in 1813, Mr. Andrews Norton was appointed
his successor and entered upon the duties of the office.
After August, 1812, there are no entries in the Record
Book of the Trustees, but minutes purporting to be
their records are blended with those of the Corpora-
tion.

No addition was made to the funds of the theo-
logical department of the College after the donation

* They were the Hon. Samuel Dexter, Hon. Artemas Ward, Rev.
John Bradford, Rev. Dr. Freeman, and Rev. William Ellery Channing.
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of Samuel Dexter, until February, 1813, when Sam-
uel Parkman, Esq., of Boston, a merchant of wealth,
liberality, and public spirit, proffered, and in the year
following conveyed, a township of land, in the Dis-
trict of Maine, ¢ for the support of a Professor in
Theology.” Although the benefits of this gift were
great in prospect, it brought no immediate aid to the
department ; and no eflicient measures were taken to
enlarge its means of usefulness until 1815, when the
Corporation addressed a circular letter to the sons and
friends of the University, representing the necessity of
raising a fund for increasing the means of theological
education in the institution. The sum of 27,300
was thus raised, and a ¢ Society for promoting Theo-
logical Education in Harvard University” was formed
by the subscribers; but the funds of this society were
for several years chiefly employed, in cooperation with
those of the Corporation, in extending pecuniary aid
to theological students, and their instruction continued
to be exclusively given by the Professors of the Col-
lege. In 1819, the Theological School received a more
formal organization. The Hollis Professor of Divinity,
the Hancock Professor of Hebrew, and the Alford
Professor of Natural Religion and Moral Philosophy,
were authorized, and undertook, to assist in the in-
struction of the school ; and Andrews Norton, A. M.,
who for several years had given lectures on the Dex-
ter foundation, was appointed in 1819, Dexter Pro-
fessor of Sacred Literature, and associated with them.
It soon, however, became apparent, that a more effi-
cient organization was desirable, and that Directors
should be appointed, who could give more undivided
attention to the Divinity School, and to the enlarge-
ment of “its funds, than the Corporation could extend.
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In 1824, by the combined efforts of the Corporation
and of the ¢ Society for promoting Theological Ed-
ucation,” a new constitution was therefore formed,
and a new board of Directors constituted, under the
name of ¢ The Society for the Promotion of Theo-
logical Education in Harvard University.” To these
Directors the principal management of the affairs of
the school was intrusted, subject, like those of the
Medical Faculty and Medical School, to the control
of the Corporation and Overseers of the University.
This society in February, 1826, obtained an act of
incorporation comprehending the principles of its origi-
nal constitution ; and under its auspices an edifice for
the accommodation of theological students was erect-
ed, which, on its dedication in the following August,
received the name of ¢ Divinity Hall.”” *

In April, 1814, John Lowell, Esq., informed the
Corporation, that a gentleman whose name he was
not at liberty to mention, had appropriated twenty
thousand dollars to found in the University a profes-
sorship of the Greek Language and Literature ; and
that the desire of the donor was, not to be known or
named as its founder. Votes were immediately pass-
ed, declaring  the sensibility with which the Corpora-
tion viewed this act of distinguished munificence, as
an expression of enlightened regard to the cause of
learning, virtue, and religion, and a grateful instance
of attachment to our University ;’ ¢ their regret at not
being allowed to know or publish the name of the
donor;” and their prayer ‘“to Himn with whom is the
issue of all human counsels and efforts, to bless this
design to impart a benefit to successive generations.”

* See Appendix, No. XXXV.
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In February, 1815, rules and statutes having been
adopted for the professorship, the Rev. Edward Ev-
erett was elected Professor on this foundation. He
was inaugurated in April, and by a vote of the Cor-
poration was permitted to travel for the term of two
years (afterwards extended to three) for the benefit
of his health, and to prepare himself for the duties
of his station, with an annual salary of twelve hun-
dred dollars.

In 1820, after the death of Samuel Eliot, Esq., of
Boston, he was announced as the founder of this pro-
fessorship ; and the Corporation appointed a committee
to express to his family ¢ their sense of the value and
importance of his benefaction, the obligations of the
University to the author of this act of munificence,
and their condolence at the loss they had sustained.”
The Corporation also voted, that the foundation should
be styled ¢ the Eliot Professorship of Greek Litera-
ture” ; and ¢ that they are apprized of Mr. Eliot’s sin-
cere reluctance at the idea of receiving a posthumous
distinction of this nature, in consequence of his benefi-
cence to the University ; but that they are also sat-
isfied, that he would submit his private wishes in
this particular to public considerations, and are con-
vinced that this mode of perpetuating his enlarged and
generous views is not merely a proper indication of
gratitude to a distinguished benefactor, but essentially
conducive to all those interests of the University,
which he had so much at heart; and therefore they
feel authorized to adopt this measure.”

The name of Eliot deservedly ranks high among
the friends and patrons of Harvard College. The
Rev. Andrew Eliot, D. D., the paternal uncle of the
founder of this professorship, was a member of the
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cuarrer Corporation from May, 1765, to September, 1778,

XXXFV.

Rev. John
Eliot.

and was distinguished by zeal, activity, and labori-
ous endeavours to promote the prosperity of the Col-
lege. After the death of Dr. Mayhew, he was select-
ed by Thomas Hollis as his particular correspondent,
and was assiduous in cultivating in the mind of that
benefactor those favorable impressions, which eventu-
ated in so many acts of liberal and judicious patron-
age of the institution. In 1773, he formed the first
book of ‘¢ Grants, Donations, and Bequests to Harvard
College from the foundation of the Society.”” The
loss of many ancient records consumed with Harvard
Hall by fire, in 1764, rendered this volume a work
of great labor and research, and its author is de-
servedly noticed as ¢ a very eminent and useful mem-
ber of the Corporation.”

The zeal and affection manifested for the College
by Dr. Eliot was inherited by his son, the Rev. John
Eliot, D. D., of Boston, who was an active and in-
fluential member of the Corporation from 1804 until
his death, in 1813. On that event the Corporation
passed votes expressive of the sorrow ¢ extensively
felt at the loss of a man so amiable and excellent
in all the relations of private life; a learned, pious,
and catholic divine; an exemplary and affectionate
pastor of a church; a man of letters, especially
versed in the literature and history of New England ;
a fellow of the Corporation, who secured the high
esteem and attachment of his colleagues, by his agree-
able and useful conversation, his benevolent and con-
ciliatory disposition and manners, joined to acknowl-
edged consistency and sincerity of character; and by
his enlightened and disinterested zeal in the service
of the University.”
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The donation bestowed by Samuel Eliot, in the
foundation of the Greek Professorship, was the largest
sum ever bestowed on the College by any benefactor in
his lifetime, and the interest received before his death
was equivalent to an addition of eight thousand dol-
lars to the original gift. 'The bounty of no individual
flowed from a higher or purer source. It was unso-
licited and unavowed. It had its origin in the recesses
of his powerful mind, excited, perhaps, by strong pa-
ternal affection. In September, 1813, his eldest son,
Charles Eliot, fell a victim to consumption, in the
twenty-second year of his age; a youth intellectual
and studious, for whom the expectation of wealth
had no corrupting allurements, and who was abun-
dant in every promise, which could gratify, or fill with
hope, a parent’s heart. He was graduated at Harvard
College, in 1809, among the high scholars of his class,
leaving the track of his undergraduate course bright
with his ardor in pursuit of knowledge, and his exem-
plary fulfilment of duty. On quitting the University,
he consecrated his life to literature and religion ; and,
having pursued his theological studies with zeal and
success under the auspices of Harvard College, he
had just entered on the service of the altar, when
“he was called to higher and purer services.”*

Under the pressure of this affliction, and actuated
by that strong religious faith, which was the guide of
his life, there is reason to believe, that Mr. Eliot
resolved on this dedication of his wealth as an ac-
knowledgment to Heaven for the blessing, though
transient, of such a son, and of gratitude to the

* See the Miscellaneous Works of Charles Eliot, printed in 1814,

but not published.

315

CHAPTER
XXXIV.,

Probable
origin of
this gift.

Charles
Eliot.



316

CHAPTER
XXXI1V.

Samuel
Eliot,

William
Havard
Eliot.

Samuel At
kins Eliot.

Edward
Everett.

HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

institution where his mind had been nourished, his
piety fostered, and his character formed.

In the life of Samuel Eliot, charity went hand in
hand with success. As a merchant he was prosper-
ous and without reproach. Amid the active pursuits
of business he cultivated a taste for literature and the
arts ; to the severity of ancient morals he united the
faith of a liberal Christian; and joined a thorough
knowledge of the world with a predilection for retire-
ment and domestic life.

His second son, William Havard Eliot, in 1826,
presented to the University, a copy of that great na-
tional French work, ¢ Description de I'Egypte,” com-
prising thirteen magnificent folio volumes of plates,
and ten volumes folio of preface and explanations, at
an expense of one thousand dollars.

This donation was rendered doubly valuable by the
affectionate and thoughtful spirit thus manifested by a
young man of uncommon promise towards his Alma
Mater. But the hopes of his friends and the public
were destined to a severe disappointment. In the
midst of a career of usefulness, he fell a victim to acute
disease in the year 1831, in the thirty-sixth year of
his age.

In 1823, Samuel Atkins Eliot, the third son of the
founder of the professorship of Greek Literature, also
presented to Harvard College, Warden’s extensive
collection of books on American History, consisting
of nearly twelve hundred volumes, besides maps,
charts, and prints, at a cost of upwards of five thou-
sand dollars.*

In 1819, Professor Everett returned from Europe,
entered on his official duties, and continued in their
active performance during six years. On his election

* See Appendix, No. XXXVI.
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in 1825, as representative to Congress, his professor-
ship became vacant by virtue of a College law passed
in 1787 ; but, at the request of the Corporation, he
continued to discharge the duties of the office until the
end of the academic year. Before appointing-a suc-
cessor the Corporation passed a resolve, that, in addi-
tion to the lectures and duties enjoined by the statutes
of the Greek professorship, the Professor should give
personal instruction in that language to the under-
graduates, aided by an assistant instructor. In De-
cember, 1826, the Rev. John Snelling Popkin, D. D.,

who had held, since 1815, the office of College «

Professor of Greek, was elected Eliot Professor, and
entered on his duties.

The Royall Professorship of Law was established
in 1815, under the will of the Hon. Isaac Royall,
and, in 1816, the Hon. Isaac Parker was chosen the
first Professor on that foundation.

Isaac Royall was born in Antigua, in 1719. His
father was a merchant of great wealth, who purchas-
ed extensive estates in New England, and emigrated
to Massachusetts with his family in 1738. His death
occurred the next year; and his son, our benefactor,
fixed his residence in a part of Charlestown which is
now included within the bounds of Medford. By hos-
pitality and benevolence he obtained general and well-
deserved popularity, and, by successive annual elec-
tions, was chosen a representative of the town of
Charlestown, from 1743 to 1752. While a member
of the House of Representatives, he presented the
chandelier which now adorns their Hall. In 1752
he was raised to the Council Board, and sustained
the office of Counsellor, uninterruptedly, twenty-two
years, until 1774. His character was mild and ami-
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cuaerer able; he was attached to domestic life ; and, though

long in public service, his judgment was not in uni-
son with the patriotic spirit of the times. After the
battle of Lexington he sailed for England, where he
remained until his death, which occurred in 1781.
The virtues and popularity of his character probably
saved his estates from confiscation, as his name was
not included with those of George Erving and Sir Wil-
liam Pepperell, his sons-in-law, in ¢ the conspirators
act.””  On the representation, however, of the select-
men of Medford, ¢ that he had gone voluntarily to
our enemies,” his estates were taken possession of
under the ¢“act for confiscating the estates of certain
persons called absentees,” and an agent was ap-
pointed for their care and management by the Judge
of Probate for the county of Middlesex. In a let-
ter, * dated in 1779, he complains bitterly of this in-
terference with his property, and declares, that he left
the country with no intention of abandoning it, that
his sailing for Halifax was not voluntary, and that he
had been prevented from returning solely by ill health.

But the knowledge of this fact, and the natural
feelings of indignation it must have excited, did not
weaken his affection for a country in which he had
passed many years of his life, honored and belov-
ed. After the loss of Harvard Hall, he was a lib-
eral contributor to the restoration of the library;
and when residing in London, in 1779, although
suffering under his vexations and losses in the revo-
lutionary struggle, he executed a will in which his
affectionate remembrance of his friends in Boston
and its vicinity was manifested by valuable tokens of

* Addressed to Edmund Quincy (Gr. of H.C. 1722) of Boston, and now
extant among the manuscripts of the Massachusetts Historical Society.
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recollection and of his interest in the institutions of
Massachusetts. He left legacies to the clergymen
and church in Medford, and bequests of land for
public objects to that town and also to the town
of Worcester. To Harvard College, he bequeathed
more than two thousand acres of land, in the towns
of Granby and Royalton, in the county of Worces-
ter, ‘“to be. appropriated towards the endowing a
Professor of Law in said College, or a Professor of
Physic or Anatomy, whichever the Corporation and
Overseers of said College shall judge best for its
benefit; and they shall have full power to sell said
lands and put the money out to interest, the income
whereof shall be for the aforesaid purpose.”

In May, 1817, on the suggestion of Professor Par-
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CHAPTER XXXV,

Bequests of Count Rumford. — Satisfactory Conduct of his Executors. —
Rumford Professorship established. — Jacob Bigelow elected Profes-
sor. — Benjamin Thompson, Count Rumford. — Foundation of the
Smith Professorship of the French and Spanish Languages.— Abiel
Smith. — George Ticknor, the first Smith Professor.— Death of Profes-
sor McKean. — Edward Tyrrel Channing elected his Successor. — The
Boylston Fund for Prizes in Elocution.— Ward Nicholas Boylston. —
Alford Professorship established. —Levi Frisbie.— Powers and Pro-
ceedings of the Visitors of the Professorship of Natural History. —
William Dandridge Peck.— University Hall erected. — College Right
of holding Real Estate enlarged. — Proceedings of the Massachusetts
Convention in 1820, relative to the College.— Amendment of the
College Constitution proposed. — Rejected by the People. — Early
Success of Dr. Kirkland’s Administration. — Its Causes.— New Pow-
ers granted to the President. — How exercised. — Dissatisfaction with
the State of the College. — Topics of Discontent. — Discussions on
the Relation between the Corporation and the Immediate Government,
on the State of Discipline, Instruction, and Morals, and on the Excess
of Expenditures beyond Income. — Their respective Results.

In September, 1815, Baron Delessert and Daniel
Parker, Esq., the executors upon the estate of Count
Rumford, communicated an extract from his will, by
which it appeared, that he had bequeathed an annuity
of one thousand dollars to Harvard College ; also the
reversion of an annuity of four hundred dollars given
by bim to his daughter; also the reversion of his
whole estate after his death, with a reservation of cer-
tain specified annuities. The objects of these bequests
are thus expressed; ‘ For the purpose of founding,
under the direction and government of the Corpora-
tion, Overseers, and governors of that Umversity, a
new institution and professorship, in order to teach by



HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

regular courses of academical and public lectures, ac-
companied with proper experiments, the utility of the
physical and mathematical sciences for the improve-
ment of the useful arts, and for the extension of the
industry, prosperity, happiness, and wellbeing of so-
ciety.”

The Corporation took immediate measures to obtain
the property and provide for the annuities, in which
they received the most effective and earnest codpera-
tion of the executors; and that board directed the
President of the University to transmit to them ¢ an
expression of their thanks and of the full and entire
approbation of their conduct, particularly noticing the
promptitude with which the estate has been ad-
justed, the correctness of the principles adopted by
the executors, and the perspicuous and satisfactory
manner, in which the whole. has been explained.
¢ Accept then, Gentlemen,” the Corporation add,
¢ this acknowledgment of our sense of your services,
and of our gratification at perceiving that Count Rum-
ford’s sound and enlightened mind extended beyond
his life, in the selection of friends so able and willing
to forward his honorable purposes.”

In October, 1816, the property transferred to the
College by the executors authorized the Corporation
to establish the Rumford professorship; and Jacob
Bigelow, M. D., was elected the first Rumford Pro-
fessor, and was inaugurated in December. In con-
sideration of the novelty of the institution and the
reasonableness of giving the Professor time to fur-
nish himself for his work, he was required to deliver
during the first two years only four lectures annu-
ally, on the history of discoveries and improvements;
and in the mean time he was to prepare himself
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for a full course on the subjects pointed out in the
statutes of the Rumford Professorship, which were
carefully adapted to carry into effect the general de-
sign of the founder, as set forth in his will.

Benjamin Thompson was born in 1753, at Woburn,
near Boston. He was present at the battle of Lex-
ington, was with the American army when at Cam-
bridge, and was instrumental in preserving the library
and philosophical apparatus from injury when the Col-
leges were converted into barracks. In 1776 he sailed
for England, where his address and genius soon cre-
ated friends and found patrons. He immediately ob-
tained a colonelcy in the British army, was appointed
an under Secretary of State, and elected a member
of the Royal Society and of the French Institute ;
and, having transferred his residence to Germany, he
hecame a favorite with the reigning Duke of Ba-
varia, who constituted him a Lieutenant-General in
his army, bestowed upon him the decorations of the
Polish orders of the White Eagle and St. Stanislaus,
and finally raised him to the dignity of a Count of
the Holy Roman Empire, with the title of Rum-
ford, taken from the original name of Concord in
New Hampshire, the place of his early residence.
His zeal and success in rendering science subservi-
ent to the comfort, happiness, and improvement of
mankind, acquired for him ¢ the esteem of the great
and the blessing of the unfortunate.” Learned men in
France and England vied with each other in paying
tributes to his talent and usefulness. In 1796 he
transmitted five thousand dollars, in three per cent.
stocks to the American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences, the income to be appropriatcd as a premium to
the author of the most important discovery on light
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and heat. He died at Auteuil, near Paris, in 1814,
and by his last will laid the foundation of that pro-
fessorship, which has rendered his memory justly
precious with the friends of this University. His
useful and eventful life has been the subject of faith-
ful history and extensive comment.*

In 1815, Harvard University received from Abiel
Smith, Esq., of Boston, a bequest of ¢ twenty thou-
sand dollars, in the three per cent. stock of the Uni-
ted States as a fund, the interest or income thereof
to be appropriated to the maintenance and support
of a teacher, or Professor, of the French and Span-
ish Languages at said University, either singly or
in company with any other fund which may be given
or appropriated to the same purpose.”

Abiel Smith, Esq., was born in Taunton, in the
county of Bristol, in 1746, and was graduated at Har-
vard College in 1764. He was successful in the
pursuit of wealth, retired from active business in
1790, and spent the rest of his life in the rational
enjoyment of the fruits of his industry. He is rep-
resented by onet who knew him well, as “a man
of strong sense and steady purpose, guiding his life
by his own convictions of duty, with little esteem for
popular opinion or posthumous fame ; scrupulously just
and honest, and practising habits of frugality less
from regard to wealth than out of respect to the ex-
ample.” -

* See “Memoirs of the American Academy,” Vol. IV. pp. i- xxiii.
Inaugural Address, by Jacob Bigelow, M. D., Rumford Professor in Har-
vard University. December, 1816. —«The Literary Miscellany,” pub-
lished at Cambridge, 1805-6.

+ George Alexander Otis, Esq.
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In July, 1816, the Corporation authorized the Pres-
ident to proffer to George Ticknor, Esq., then residing
at Gottingen, a professorship on the Smith foundation ;
and in January following a letter was received from
him accepting the appointment on condition that his
salary should commence at the time when the offer was
made, and that he should apply the first year’s salary
to the purchase of books, suitable to his department,
for the College Library. By the constitution of the
professorship, the Professor was subject to the same
general principles as to election and tenure of office
as other Professors, was not required to be resident,
but to give lectures and exercises in ¢ one or both
of the departments committed to him,” and was enti-
tled to receive fees from those who attended his lec-
tures on Belles Lettres, — this being an addition to
the duties of the Smith Professor.

As subsidiary to this professorship, the Corporation
determined on the appointment of a teacher to initiate
the students in the elements of the French and Span-
ish langnages; and Mr. Francis Sales was accord-
ingly appointed in November, 1816, with the title of
Instructor. In August, 1819, Mr. Ticknor was for-
mally inaugurated ¢ Smith Professor of the French and.
Spanish Languages and Literature, and Professor of
Belles Lettres;” and, in 1825, the department of
Modern Languages was enlarged by the appointment
of Charles Folsom, A. M., at that time Librarian of
the University, as Instructor in Italian, and Charles
Follen, J. U. D., as Instructor in German.

The duties of the Boylston Professorship of Rheto-
ric and Oratory were ably fulfilled by Dr. McKean,
until October, 1817, when, his health being impaired,
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on the urgent advice of his physicians he resolved
to seek its restoration in a milder climate. On his
applying to the Corporation for a dispensation from
his official duties, they readily granted his request,
expressing their ¢ regret at the suspension of his im-
portant services, and their tender concern for his
health,” and voting to provide without charge for the
instruction given in his department during his ab-
sence. The Overseers unanimously concurred with
the Corporation in similar expressions of respect and
affection. The hopes of Dr. McKean’s friends were
not, however, realized, and he died at Havana, in
March, 1818. : :

The Rev. Joseph McKean, D.D. and LL.D.,
was born in April, 1776, graduated at Harvard Col-
lege, in 1794, and ordained pastor of the church in
Milton, in 1797. This relation he sustained until
1804, when the state of his health rendered the ces-
sation of his public services at the altar inevitable ;
and he was separated from it by the assent of an
ecclesiastical council, and the compelled acquiescence
of his congregation. As a divine, Dr. McKean was
distinguished by learning and earnestness of critical
research. The doctrines he found in the Scriptures
he preached in their simplicity, and made them the
guide of his ministry and his life. Vindicating with
great openness his own right of judgment, he readily
accorded the same privilege to others; his spirit being
equally catholic and charitable. His discourses were
zealous and persuasive, and essentially practical, avoid-
ing whatever had a tendency to produce discord or
alienation between those who professed to follow the
same Master. He brought to the Professor’s chair an
intellect of a high order, a classic taste, great felicity
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of expression, an untiring industry, and an unremitting
fidelity.* ; :

The chair of the Boylston Professorship remained
vacant after the death of Dr. McKean, until Septem-
ber, 1819, when the Corporation elected Edward
Tyrrel Channing, who, being duly approved by the
Overseers, was inducted in December into that office,
the duties of which he has since continued to fulfil.

In 1817, Ward Nicholas Boylston, whose judicious
bounty to the Medical School of the University has
already been commemorated, secured by deed a fund
of one thousand dollars for the payment of an annuity
of fifty dollars for ever, to be annually distributed in
prizes for elocution according to the award of judges
appointed pursuant to the mode, and governed by
principles, established by his deed of gift ; being, as it
expresses, ‘actuated by a wish to promote the repu-
tation of Harvard College, and more especially with
a view to advance the objects, for which the profes-
sorship of Rhetoric and Oratory was founded by my
late uncle, Nicholas Boylston, Esq.”

In December, 1818, on occasion of a donation from
John Nichols, LL. D., which had been obtained
through the agency of Mr. Boylston, he received the
thanks of the Corporation, ¢ as the liberal and con-
stant patron of the medical establishment of the Uni-
versity ;77 and in August, 1820, on his proposition for
making certain improvements in his institution for
promoting elocution, the Corporation, acknowledging
the important influence already derived from it and

* See a “Eulogy on the Rev. Joseph McKean, D. D., LL. D., Boyl-
ston Professor of Rhetoric and Oratory. By Levi Hedge, Professor of
Logic and Metaphysics.” Cambridge, 1818,
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their anticipations of its great usefulness in future, cnarrer

assured Mr. Boylston of their gratitude and respect for
his continued indications of his regard to the honor
and prosperity of the University.”

Ward Nicholas Boylston is entitled to respectful
remembrance in a history of Harvard College. His
paternal name was Ward Hallowell. He was the son
of Benjamin and Mary Hallowell, his mother being the
sister of Nicholas Boylston ; and was born in Boston,
in 1749. By the desire of his maternal uncle his name
was changed in 1770, to Ward Nicholas Boylston. In
1773, he embarked for Newfoundland ; from thence
he sailed to Italy, travelled through Turkey, Syria,
Palestine, Egypt, and along the Barbary coast; and
returned, through France and Flanders, to England,
where he arrived in 1775. He then entered into
business as a merchant, and remained in London till
1800, when he returned to Boston, and continued
to reside in Massachusetts until his death, which oc-
curred in January, 1828, at the age of seventy-eight.
Mr. Boylston possessed a mind emulative of the spirit
of his maternal ancestry, which he acknowledged in
a letter dated May the 20th, 1800, when he found-
ed ¢ the Boylston Medical Library.” In this he ex-
presses the pride which he felt in being nearly allied
to Dr. Zabdiel Boylston, his maternal great uncle,
“who first introduced the inoculation for the small-
pox into America, from whence it was carried to
England, and has ever since been extending its ben-
eficial influence through the world;” and also to his
late uncle, Nicholas Boylston, ¢ whose memory is
known and honored for his liberal endowment of
Harvard University.”

Levi Frisbie, A. M., was chosen Latin Tutor in
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1805, and College Professor of Latin in 1811; and, a
permanent professorship of that language being estab-
lished in 1814, he was appointed to the office. In
1817, the Alford fund having accumulated sufficiently
in the judgment of the Corporation, a professorship
was established on that foundation, and Mr. Frisbie
was elected Alford Professor of Natural Religion,
Moral Philosophy, and Civil Polity.* He entered im-
mediately on its duties, and fulfilled them with distin-
guished success until his death, which occurred on
the 9th of July, 1822, in the thirty-eighth year of his
age.

Few men have left deeper traces of their moral and
intellectual excellence in the memory of their con-
temporaries than Mr. Irisbie. In the collegiate cir-
cle in which he moved, he was the object of universal
confidence and affection. He united a classic taste
with great acuteness of intellect and soundness of
judgment; and with a mind highly gifted and highly
cultivated, rich in the powers of conversation and
research, he regulated his life by a standard of moral
and religious principle exquisitely pure and elevated.f

The funds of the Professorship of Natural History
were placed under the control of the board of Visi-
tors,f who were intrusted with the selection and pur-
chase of a site for a botanic garden, and with full
powers of doing whatsoever in their judgment would
enlarge and improve the institution, so as to render
it “most useful to promote the arts and agriculture

* See above, p. 142.

t See a collection of the Miscellaneous Writings of Professor Frisbie,
by Andrews Norton.

1 See above, p. 291.



-
HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

329

of the State, and the interest of the University at cuarrer

Cambridge.”

Immediately after his election, Professor Peck was
authorized to embark for Europe for the purpose of ob-
taining a knowledge of the best and most economical
means of effecting the objects of the institution. In
October, 1807, a site for a botanic garden was pur-
chased, which Andrew Craigie, Esq., of Cambridge,
having immediately enlarged by a liberal donation of
four acres of adjoining land, the Visitors proceeded to
cause all the requisite buildings to be erected. On
the return of Mr. Peck from Europe he entered on his
official duties, and, assisted by the occasional super-
vision of a committee of the board of Visitors, had
the superintendence of the botanic garden, until his
death, which occurred on the 8th of October, 1822,
in the fifty-ninth year of his age.

William Dandridge Peck was born in Boston, in
1763, and graduated at Harvard College in 1782.
He early engaged in commercial pursuits ; but, finding
them adapted neither to his taste nor to his genius, he
soon retired to a small paternal farm in the obscure
village of Kittery, where he passed more than twenty
years of his early manhood. Remote from books,
and under every disadvantage of fortune, he estab-
lished for himself the reputation of a profound bota-
nist and entomologist. His talents and attainments
were duly appreciated by men of congenial taste in
Boston and its vicinity ; and, when a Natural History
Professorship was about to be established at Cam-
bridge, he was invited, and, by the urgency of his
friends and contrary to his repeated remonstrances,
was in a manner compelled, to accept the office. In
private life Mr. Peck was characterized by purity, sim-

VOL. II 42
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cuarree  plicity, and delicacy, combined with high probity and
XXXV.
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Hall
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a sense of honor. He was a lover and judge of the
fine arts, and sketched the subjects of his studies in
entomology and botany with exquisite taste, accura-
¢y, and fidelity. He was also a good classical scholar ;
but his talents and acquirements were overshadowed
by modesty and self-distrust, and few proofs of his
learning and genius are before the world.*

In November, 1822, the Corporation received a com-
munication from the Visitors of the Professorship of
Natural History, representing that, ¢ in consequence of
the state of the funds of the institution, it will not be
in the power of the Visitors, for some years to come,
to grant a full or any considerable salary to any Pro-
fessor who may be elected by the College, and that
the board have resolved to assign the care of the gar-
den to a committee, one of whom shall be a Curator,
charged with such general duties relating to the gar-
den, as those which are devolved by the statutes of
the professorship on the Professor;’’ and the Corpora-
tion expressed their satisfaction and full concurrence
with the measures adopted by the board of Visitors.

In the same month Mr. Thomas Nuttall was by
the Visitors appointed Curator of the Botanic Gar-
den, to hold his office during their pleasure, with the
same powers of supervision as the statutes vested in
the Professor. Mr. Nuttall sustained this relation
during the residue of Dr. Kirkland’s administration.

To give space for the accommodation of the in-
creasing library, philosophical apparatus, and miner-

* See “Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society.” 2d Se-
ries. Vol. X. pp. 161-170.
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alogical cabinet, it became desirable, in 1812, to
remove the commons hall and kitchen from Harvard
Hall; and a committee was appointed by the Corpora-
tion to endeavour to obtain by subscription an amount
sufficient to erect for these objects a building, which
should also contain a chapel. Although the subscrip-
tion either failed or was never attempted, the Corpo-
ration persevered, and in July, 1813, laid with great
solemnity the corner-stone of University Hall,* which
they finished in 1815, at an expense of § 65,000.

The heavy pressure of this expenditure upon the
unappropriated funds of the College was happily re-
lieved in part by the grant made in 1814, of the pro-

ceeds of the tax on banks for ten years; the only

direct grant of money made by the State to the Col-
lege since the year 1786.+ On the 12th of February,
1814, an act passed the Massachusetts legislature
granting to the Corporation the right of ¢ holding
lands, tenements, and hereditaments within this Com-
monwealth to the clear yearly value of twelve thou-
sand dollars, in addition to what they are now by law
authorized to hold, and in addition to the public build-
ings of said University occupied by the students and
for other public purposes.”

In December, 1820, a convention of delegates of
the people of the Commonwealth being assembled to
consider of amendments of the Constitution of Massa-
chusetts, a committee was raised ‘¢ to inquire into and
report upon the constitutional rights and privileges of
the Corporation of Harvard College.” This committee,

* See Appendix, No. XXXVIIL

t See Report of the Committee on the Constitutional Rights of Har-
vard College, made to the Convention for Amending the Constitution of
the State, in 1821.
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onarrer on the 3d of the ensuing January, formally inquired of

XXXV. .

Report of
their com-
mittee,

the President and Fellows, and of the board of Over-
seers, whether they were willing that the following
article should be proposed and recommended as an
amendment of the Constitution of this Commonwealth,
viz. ¢ The rights and privileges of the President and
Fellows of Harvard College, and the charter and con-
stitution thereof and of the board of Overseers, as at
present established by law, are hereby confirmed with
this further provision, viz. That the board of Over-
seers, in the election of ministers of churches to be
members of said board, shall not be confined to min-
isters of churches of any particular denomination of

"Christians ; >’ to which amendment of the constitution

of the College the President and Fellows immediately
voted their assent, and on the same day the Overseers
¢ vyoted to concur with the Corporation in assenting
to the foregoing article.”

On the 4th of January, the Hon. Daniel Webster,
as chairman of this committee, made a report to the
convention, in which, after a short recapitulation of
important points in the history of the College, they
declare their opinion concerning the existing con-
stitution of that seminary, that it is “a well con-
trived and useful form of government. The Corpo-
ration consists of but few persons; they can, there
fore, assemble frequently and with facility for the
transaction of business, either regular or occasional.
The board of Overseers, having a unegative on the
more important acts of the Corporation, is a large
and popular body, a great majority of its members
being such as are annually elected to places in the
highest trust in the government by the people them-
selves. A more effectual control over the proceedings
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of the Corporation cannot be desired. Indeed, if a
new government were now to be framed for a Uni-
versity, independent of all considerations of existing
rights and privileges, the committee do not know that
a better system could probably be devised.” The
only exception qualifying this opinion the committee
state to be, that provision ¢ by which clergymen com-
posing the board are to be elected from Christians of
a particular denomination.”  This limitation, they
were of opinion, ¢ might be removed without injury,
and such a measure would be satisfactory.” The com-
mittee add, that, * having communicated to the Cor-
poration and to the board of Overseers this opinion,
both these bodies have signified their consent to such
an article.” The committee, after recapitulating some
of the principal donations and aids to the institution,
recommended to the convention an article in the
terms to which- the Corporation and Overseers had
given their assent, providing ¢ that the board of Over-
seers in the election of ministers of churches to be
members of said board shall not be confined to mem-
bers of churches of any particular denomination of
Christians.” This article, being adopted by the con-
vention, was submitted with other amendments for the
sanction of the people of Massachusetts, but was re-
jected by them, eight thousand and twenty voting in
the affirmative, and twenty thousand one hundred and
twenty-three in the negative.

The carly period of the adininistration of President
Kirkland was pre¢minently distinguished for bold,
original, and, in many respects, successful endeavours
to elevate the standard of education in the Universi-
ty, and to extend the means of instruction and mul-
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' CHAPIER tiply accommodations in every department. Holwor-

Causes of
that suc-
cess.

thy Hall, University Hall, Divinity Hall, and the
Medical College, in Boston, were erected. Liberal
expenditures were incurred for furnishing University
Hall, and for extensive repairs and alterations in Hol-
den Chapel and in Harvard, Stoughton, Hollis, and
Massachusetts Halls.  The library, the chemical,
philosophical, and anatomical apparatus of the Uni-
versity, and the mineralogical cabinet were enlarged ;
and rooms for the lectures of the Medical Professors,
and for the preservation of their collections and wax
preparations, were fitted up in Holden Chapel. The
grounds surrounding the College edifices were planted
with ornamental trees and shrubberies, contributing
to their beauty and usefulness. The salaries of the
President and Professors were satisfactorily raised.
As professorships became vacant, they were filled with
young men of talent and promise. Fifteen new pro-
fessorships were added to the ten which had previous-
ly existed. Three of these were titular, being con-
ferred on Tutors after six years’ service; four were
dependent on fees, or voluntary subscriptions; eight
rested upon foundations more or less adequate to their
support, independent *of the general unappropriated
funds of the College.* With the exception of Di-
vinity Hall, the additions and improvements were
principally, if not all, effected within the first ten
years of this administration. 'The external indications
of prosperity and success were general, manifest, and
applauded.

The extraordinary enlargement of the means, and
advancement of the interests, of learning in the Uni-
versity during this period are to be attributed to the
fortunate influx of the liberal patronage of individ-
uals and the legislature; to the spirit of an age of

* See Appendix, No. XXXVIII,
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improvement ; but most of all to the eminent men,*
who then composed the Corporation and brought into
it a weight of talent, personal character,.and external
influence, combined with an active zeal for the ad-
vancement of the institution, previously unparalleled ;
and who, placing an almost unlimited confidence in
its President, vested him with unprecedented powers
in the management of its affairs, which he exercised
in a manner liberal and trustful of public support.
This confidence not only was known and avowed,
but is distinctly apparent on the records of the Col-
lege, and had unquestionably a material influence on
all the measures and results of that administration.
Previously to the election of Dr. Kirkland the duties
of the President were limited to performing devotional
services morning and evening in the chapel; ex-
pounding some portion of Scripture, or delivering
some religious discourse, ‘ at least -once a month ”’;
presiding at the meetings of the Corporation and Im-
mediate Government ; acting as the recording officer
of each of these bodies; and executing such duties

as were specifically assigned to him, usually as chair-

man of a committee. The general superintendence
of the seminary, the distribution of its studies, the ap-
pointment of Tutors in case of any sudden vacancy,
and in short all the executive powers relative to disci-
pline and instruction, when not exercised by the Cor-
poration itself, were carried into effect by the Presi-
dent, Professors, and Tutors, constituting a board de-
nominated ¢ the Immediate Government.” In this
board the President always stood in the relation of
“ primus inter pares,”” without other authority than

* See Appendix, No. XXXIII.
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that of a double vote, in case of an equivote. After
the election of Dr. Kirkland, the Corporation passed
votes, changing the relations of things in this re-
spect, and vesting a responsibility in the President to
which no former possessor of the office was ever sub-
Jjected.

On the 11th of March, 1811, the Corporation sol-
emnly voted, that the ¢ President be authorized and
requested from time to time to make such alterations
in the course of the studies prescribed for the under-
graduates, as shall conduce most effectually to their
improvement, he consulting as he shall find occasion
with the instructors.” Although this authority was
more than had ever before been vested in any Pres-
ident, it was not deemed sufficiently explicit ; and, on
the 16th of July, 1812, the following vote was passed
by the Corporation, and on the 27th of the same month
received the sanction of the Overseers; ¢ Voted, that
the President be authorized from time to time to
make such regulations respecting the instruction and
the government of the students as he shall think rea-
sonable and expedient, which regulations shall have
the force of laws till the same be disallowed by the
Corporation and Overseers; provided always, that
said regulations be laid before the Corporation-at the
meeting next after they are made ; and provided also,
that said regulations shall not extend to the altering
of any punishment, or mode of inflicting the same,
already established by the laws of the College.”

The terms of this proviso having given occasion to
some question, on the 4th of October, 1813, the Cor-
poration passed the following vote, which, on the 7th
of the same month was approved by the Overseers;
“ Voted, that, whereas in the law of July 27th, A. D.



HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

1812, vesting the President with certain powers rela-
tive to the government of the students, a proviso was
inserted restraining him from altering any punishment
established by the laws of the College ; and whereas
doubts have arisen, whether the said proviso would
not also deprive him of the power to affix penalties
to any regulations which he might make in pursuance
of said law; but the true intention of said proviso
was simply to restrain him from interfering with the
punishment of any offence which might have been
committed against any law of the College in force
and unaltered at the time of the commission of such
offence ; and whereas, with this explanation the same
has become unnecessary, therefore voted, that the
aforesaid proviso be, and the same is, repealed.”
These laws, notwithstanding they conveyed to the
President full powers in relation to instruction and
government, do not appear to have been the occasion
of any dissatisfaction. 'The Professors and Tutors
were consulted as frequently and with as much defer-
ence as before they were enacted. Indeed, as far as
now can be ascertained from the surviving members of
the Faculty, they were unknown by them, and the
powers were never exercised independently of them;
nor does it appear they were ever published, except
that in certain ‘ Preliminary Notices,” prefixed to an
edition of the College Laws published in 1816, among
other enumerated powers of the President it is stated,
that ¢ regulations for the government of the students,
made by the President, have force and effect till they
are disallowed by the Corporation and Overseers.”
These laws can, therefore, at this day be justly consid-
ered in no other light than as evidences of the system

of government then introduced, of the great confi-
VOL. II. 43
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cuarrer dence which the Corporation placed in the actual
XY President, and of the degree of power and responsi-
bility thus devolved upon him ; and, neither in their
existence nor in their known, exercise, as among the
elements of that ¢ very great dissatisfaction which
afterwards existed in the minds of resident instructors
concerning the real state of the College,” * and which
Topics of 500N extended to the community. These discontents
discontent. 3 .
had reference to three topics. 1. The relation be-
tween the Corporation and the Immediate Govern-
ment. 2. The diversity of opinion which arose con-
cerning the discipline, instruction, and morals of the
seminary. 3. The excess of the expenditures beyond
the incomes of the College.

The nature, course, and results of this dissatisfac-
iion in respect to each topic will here be traced ex-
clusively by the light of records and authentic docu-
ments.

Relation 1. The controversy concerning the relation sub-
the Corpo-  sisting between the Corporation and the Immediate

ration and

Immediste - Government arose in the following manner. From the
ment. earliest period of College history, at least one, and
generally more, of the resident instructors had formed
a part of the Corporation as well as of the Imme-
diate Government. In 1806, on the resignation of
Professor Pearson, Chief Justice Parsons was elected
in his stead, and the Corporation for the first time
became composed exclusively of non-resident Fellows.
As vacancies afterwards occurred, they were succes-
sively filled by persons not resident at the College;
and an apprehension began to prevail among the
members of the Immediate Government,t that their

* See Speech delivered before the Overseers of Harvard College, by
Andrews Norton, February 3d, 1825. p. 3. t Ibid., p. 6.
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exclusion had become a maxim of settled policy. In
the year 1823, great dissatisfaction on several ac-
counts existing in the minds of the resident officers,
and there being evinced, as they thought, a disposition
“to degrade them to the rank of ministerial officers,
and to subject them to the discretionary government
of an individual,” and ¢ the ill effects upon the institu-
tion ” * having been in their judgment apparent, their
attention was directed to the loss of that representa-
tion in the board of the Corporation, which in former
times the resident instructors had always enjoyed.

In that year the vote of the provincial legislature,
of the 28th of June, 1722, became known to mem-
bers of the Immediate Government; and they ¢ came
to the conclusion, that residence was originally a qual-
ification for fellowship, and that, conformably to the
charter, the Corporation ought to consist of fellows,
that is, of resident officers of the College.” {

The Hon. John Phillips, a valued member of the
Corporation, died in June, 1823, and a vote having
been passed, expressive of ¢ their sincere and affec-
tionate recollection of his eminent virtues, qualities,
and services,” they requested in the usual form, and
obtained, the advice of the Overseers to fill the va-
cancy thus made ¢ as soon as may be.” Delays, how-
ever, were occasioned by various causes; and in March,
1824, a written request, signed by six of the resi-
dent instructors, was presented to the Corporation,
in which they prayed them to defer the election of

* Remarks on a Report of a Committee of the Overseers of Harvard
College, read May 4th, 1824, by One lately a Member of the Immedi-
ate Government of the College ; [Andrews Norton.] p. 4.

+ See Vol. I. p. 302.

1 Speech delivered before the Overseers of Harvard College, Feb-
ruary 3d, 1825, by Andrews Norton. pp. 8, 5.
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a member to fill the vacancy until “they can have
an opportunity of laying before your body some rep-
resentations in relation to the subject.”” Accordingly,
on the 13th of April following, a memorial, signed
by eleven resident instructors, was presented to the
Corporation, ¢ relative to the mode in which, ac-
cording to the charter of the institution, the Corpo-
ration of the same ought of right to be constituted;”
—in which these resident instructors, by a series
of arguments, drawn from the terms of the charter and
the history of the College, maintain ¢ the chartered
right of the resident instructors to be elected to vacan-
cies in the board of the President and Fellows of the
College,” and support their claims, also, on the
ground of expediency. To this memorial the Cor-
poration made no formal reply, finding themselves in
a dilemma in relation to their power of filling the ex-
isting vacancy ; for, if they elected a resident instruc-
tor, it would be admitting the claim of the memorial-
ists ; but, if this claim were well founded, the mem-
bers of the Corporation, being none of them resident,
and thus not being rightfully Fellows of the College,
were not competent to perform any act in its govern-
ment, and could only resign. This view of the sub-
ject, being intimated to the memorialists, was consid-
ered by them as declining the jurisdiction of the case ;
and they immediately applied to the Overseers, who,
possessing powers not called in question by their claim,
were able to act upon it. Accordingly, on the 31st of
May, 1824, three of the resident instructors addressed
a memorial to the Overseers, transmitting the docu-
ment they had formerly presented to the Corporation,
the ohject of which they declared was to show, that,
“ by the charter of the University, the Fellows of the
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University are required to be resident instrucvors.”
This memorial was immediately referred to a com-
mittee, of which the Hon. Aaron Hill was chairman,
by the Overseers, who adjourned to Thursday, the
6th of January, 1825.

During the interval, the arguments of the resident
instructors were examined, and their conclusions
drawn from the history of the College were contro-
verted, by ¢ an Alumnus of the College,” denying at
the same time their claim to be a chartered right, and
questioning its expediency to promote ¢ the happi-
ness, harmony, and union of the Immediate Govern-
ment.” This publication having been distributed, and
avowed by John Lowell, Esq., to be his production,
he was addressed in a letter by the Rev. Edward
Everett, then Eliot Professor of Greek Literature, in
which, after acknowledging his ¢ high private respect
and sincere gratitude for the long-continued friend-
ship” of Mr. Lowell, he procceded to examine and
reply to his statements and reasonings upon the several
points on which the controversy turned. This letter
was followed by ¢ Further Remarks on the Memo-
rial of the Officers of Harvard College, by an Alumnus
of the College,” being unquestionably the production
of Mr. Lowell, who did not, however, lay aside his
assumed character, or refer personally to Mr. Everett.
On the 6th of January, 1825, the committee of the
‘Overseers made a report, in which the several points
on which the claim of right was attempted to be sup-
ported were examined; and, after replying to each
and analyzing the ground of expediency, they re-
ported their opinion, ¢ that it is not expedient to adopt
any plan for changing the actual organization of the
College in the manner requested by the memorial-
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ists.” The Overscers then ordered the memorial, the
report, and the documents annexed, to be printed, and
a copy to be distributed to each member of the board ;
and subsequently by repeated adjournments, in order
“ that the memorialists may have suitable time to be
prepared to meet the question,” it was postponed to
the 3d of February, on which day Professor Everett
occupied the whole forenoon, and Professor Norton
the whole afternoon and part of the evening, in de-
fence of the memorial. The Overseers having ad-
journed to the 4th of February, the whole of that day
was occupied by the Hon. Francis C. Gray, Chief
Justice Parker, and the Hon. Charles Jackson, in sup-
port of the report of the committee; when, on mo-
tion of Mr. Gray, the three following resolutions were
annexed to the report.

¢ Resolved, 1st, That it does not appear to. this
board, that the resident instructors of Harvard Uni-
versity have any exclusive right to be chosen mem-
bers of the Corporation.

¢ Resolved, 2dly, That it does not appear to this
board, that the members of the Corporation forfeit
their offices by not residing in the College.

¢ Resolved, 3dly, That, in the opinion of this board,
it is not expedient to express any opinion on the
subject of future elections.”

¢ This report,” the Overseers’ records state, ¢ hav-
ing been discussed two entire days, and the memorial-
ists having enjoyed full liberty to bring forward what-
ever they had to allege on the subject of their me-
morial, was, with the three preceding resolutions,
unanimously adopted; the president of the meeting
expressly calling for the contrary mind, and not an
individual rising in the negative.”* On the 8th of

* See Appendix, No. XXXIX.
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February the Corporation chose the Hon. Charles
Jackson a member of their board, in the place of Mr.
Phillips. When this election was presented to the
Overseers, on the 17th, it was not concurred in by
them. This event drew from the Corporation, on the
24th of February, a series of votes explanatory of their
sentiments and views in that election, to be laid be-
fore the Overseers ‘“in case they should see fit to re-
consider their nonconcurrence,’” stating, that the nom-
ination of Judge Jackson ¢ seems to have been con-
sidered by some as manifesting an indisposition to ad-
mit resident instructors into the Corporation, and, in-
deed, as an act of exclusion passed against them.”
This the Corporation wholly disclaimed, and proceed-
ed to state “two reasons of their unwillingness to
elect one of the resident instructors for the present
vacancy.”

“ First, it is generally understood that these gen-
tlemen have made up an unfavorable opinion in re-
spect to the modifications of the College system,
which have been recommended by the Overseers to
the Corporation ; and it is deemed expedient that a
gentleman should be chosen into the latter board who
will bring to these topics, as far as possible, a mind
free from prepossession.

¢ Secondly, the Corporation are unwilling to perform
any act, which may give ground to the supposition,
that they are in any degree moved or impressed by
the late memorials and proceedings of the resident in-
structors. Without questioning the motives of these
gentlemen, they consider the course recently pursued
by them injurious to the College, to the Corporation,
and to the memorialists themselves. Any measures,
therefore, that might imply that the Corporation have
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been swayed by the late claims of the resident instruc-
tors, they fecl themselves called upon to avoid; and
they fear that such an implication might be warranted
by immediately admitting one of the gentlemen into
their number. Still they have no indisposition to
elect to this office a resident instructor. Before the
memorial appeared, it was the desire and intent of the
Corporation to make such election as soon as a proper
occasion should offer, and this desire and purpose
remain unchanged.” They proceed to state, that
their thoughts have been directed to Judge Jackson,
by “a full persuasion that he is eminently qualified to
serve the College as a member of the Corporation,
that they consider him as distinctly marked -out for
their choice by the claim of superior fitness, and that
his character is so universally known as to render
any explanation of his election unnecessary.”

Immediately upon receiving this explanation the
Overseers dispensed with the rule, which required
seven days’ notice of a person appointed to any office
in the University ; and, receiving a new nomination
of Judge Jackson from the Corporation, they imme-
diately concurred in his election.

[1. The diversity of opinion, which, about this time,
arose between the Corporation, Immediate Govern-
ment, and friends of the College without doors, con-
cerning its discipline, instruction, and morals, are ap-
parent on its records and in contemporaneous docu-
ments ; and gave occasion to discussions of which the
limits of this work permit only a slight outline. In the
summer of 1821,* such representations were made to

* See “Speech delivered before the Overseers of Harvard College,
February 3d, 1825, by Andrews Norton.” p. 3.— ¢ Remarks on Changes
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the Corporation as induced them to appoint a commit-
tee on the subject, consisting of Mr. Lowell, Dr. Por-
ter, and Mr. Prescott. This committee, on the 12th
of September, 1821, addressed a circular letter to the
several resident instructors, stating, that, ¢ representa-
tions having been made to the Corporation by persons
entitled to great respect, that serious defects are found
to exist in the College discipline, and in the course,
quantity, and modes of instruction, and that more
alarming disorders prevail in the moral state of the
institution,” they had been appointed a committee
to inquire into these alleged defects. In pursuance
of this duty they transmitted thirty-eight questions
relative to these topics, on which they requested in-
formation from the instructors. In the course of a
year replies were received from ten of the instruc-
tors, exhibiting a great diversity of opinion on the
subjects of inquiry, and generally indicating averse-
ness to material change. No further proceedings of
the Corporation occurring, discontent continued and
measures were taken to bring the subject before
the Overseers.* Accordingly, on the 23d of July,
1823, a committee of seven persons,t of which the
Hon. Joseph Story was chairman, was appointed to
inquire into the state of the University, and report
what changes it would be expedient to recommend
to the Corporation for adoption. This committee
made their report to the Overseers in May, 1824;
and, after stating, that they had been ¢ greatly assist-

lately proposed or adopted in Harvard University. By George Ticknor,
Smith Professor,” &c. 1825. p. 32.

* Professor Norton’s “Speech,” &c. p. 4. — Professor Ticknor’s « Re-
marks,” &c. p. 33.

t This committee were Joseph Story, John Pickering, Richard Sulli-
van, Sherman Leland, Samuel Hubbard, Esquires, and the Rev. Henry
Ware and Charles Lowell.
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ed in their inquiries and deliberations by a committee
of the Corporation,” with whom ¢ the most free and
unreserved interchange of opinion had taken place,
and every topic had been discussed in a spirit of the
most liberal candor;? that ¢ at no period, perhaps,
had the University been more flourishing or possessed
more reputation ;”’ and that the alterations they were
about to propose were required by ¢ the spirit of the
age,” communicated the result of their deliberations
by recommending,

1. As to the organization and distribution of au-
thority. 1. That as far as practicable the President
should be separated from merely ministerial duties, —
be the effective head of the University, — and have a
general superintendence of its concerns, a complete
visitatorial authority, and an independent responsible
negative on all the acts and proceedings of the other
departments. 2. That the Professors and Tutors should
be divided into separate departments, each embracing
analogous studies, and having a Professor at its head,
who should be invested with the direction and gen-
eral superintendence of the studies and instructors in
his department, ¢ with the privilege of recommending
its instructors to the Corporation for appointment,” and
be held responsible for the proficiency of its students.

2. As to the organization for discipline, that an ex-
ecutive board of three persons, of which a Professor
should be the head, should be appointed for each Col-
lege Hall, and a like board for students residing out of
College. These boards to have powers of superintend-
ence and regulation each within its prescribed sphere,
and to have cognizance of all offences of which the
punishment is less than suspension. The cognizance
of higher offences to belong to the heads of the exec-
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utive boards; but no punishment, except private ad-
monition, to be inflicted, until a written statement of
the case be laid before the President, and after his
approval.

3. As to studies and methods of instruction, the
College studies to be divided into two classes; those
indispensable to a degree, and those concerning which
a choice might be permitted. KEach class of stu-
dents to be subdivided into small sections for reci-
tations. 'These to be ¢ longer and more searching
than at present,” accompanied by verbal explanations
and criticisms. At lectures, notes to be required of
students, who were to be subsequently examined by
the Professor, and subjected to an annual, thorough,
and exact examination, occupying at least a day, by a
committee appointed by the Overseers, the expenses
of which were to be borne by the University.

4. To meet the demand for scientific knowledge
in the mechanical and useful arts, students to be ad-
mitted for instruction who do not wish for a degree,
and ‘ to pursue particular studies to qualify them for
scientific and mechanical employments and the active
business of life.”

The report contains other suggestions, but the pre-
ceding are the principal. Of these others, the most
important were, that the College Laws be revised and
made more brief and simple ; that punishment by fines
be abolished, and tasks, or some other equivalent, be
substituted ; that regular records be kept of conduct,
defaults, omissions, and acquirements, and be trans-
mitted by mail, every quarter, to parents or guardi-
ans; that some officer visit every evening the room
of every student, and report his absence, should it
occur ; that no person be admitted into College un-
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der sixteen years of age; that measures should be
adopted to diminish the expense of education; and,
most important of all, that the board of Overseers
should make its visitatorial authority more efficient,
and to this end, on a fixed day in an early week
of every winter session of the legislature, the board
should meet in the Senate chamber ; — at which meet-
ing the Treasurer should report in detail the finances
and expenses, and ways and means; and the Presi-
dent and Professors should report on the state of the
University, and of their respective departments.

This report was ordered to be printed, and re-
ferred for consideration to the 1st of June, 1824, to
which day the Overseers adjourned.

During this interval a pamphlet was published by
Professor Norton, under the name of “One lately
a Member of the Immediate Government of the Col-
lege,” and entitled ¢ Remarks’ on the above report;
avowing, that, not being one of the resident Instruc-
tors, he was not restrained by those feelings of deli-
cacy, which might ¢ prevent them from publicly ex-
pressing the objections which they must entertain ; ” and
declaring his motive in writing to be “a deep convic-
tion, that some of the leading changes proposed in the
report will affect the interests of the College essen-
tially and most injuriously,” but that in some he should
concur. He expresses his opinion, that the proposed
new powers to be given to the President, and to the
heads of departments, would ¢ tend essentially to ag-
gravate the present evils in the state of the College,”
— would be degrading to the resident instructors, by
reducing them to the rank of mere ministerial officers,
subject to the discretionary government of an individ-
val ; — that the main reliance for the faithful per-
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formance of their duties by the officers of the Col- cuarrer

lege should rest upon conscience, honor, faithfulness, a
strong sense of public duty, desire of honorable repu-
tation and just esteem, and their perception that their
own private interests are Intimately connected with
those of the College, and not upon ¢ the oversight”
and ¢ complete visitatorial power” of the President;
— that to break up the College into separate gov-
ernments for purposes of discipline, was to destroy its
uniformity ; — that subjecting the decision of the ex-
ecutive boards to the President’s reversal would create
delay and irritation, and tend to introduce anarchy
and confusion.

The proposed daily visitation and inspection of the
students, he regards as ¢ hardly practicable” ; as de-
grading the officers and diminishing their influence ;
and as essentially defective, since it would treat the
whole body of students as suspected persons, tend-
ing to produce irritation and reaction on their part,
and a state of feeling unfavorable to those motives
on which the main reliance must be placed for se-
curing good conduct. Declaring, that his own ¢ views
of the condition of the College are different from
those expressed by the committee,” and that im-
portant changes are necessary to secure its prosper-
ity and usefulness, he concludes by warning against
partial measures, — against a rash adoption of modes
of education, which have been found to succeed else-
where, without regarding the peculiar circumstances
of the respective institutions, — against reasoning from
imperfect analogies and uncertain experiments, — and
against doing any thing except with wide views and
on a comprehensive plan.

When, on the 1st of June, this report came under

XXXV.
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the discussion of the Overseers, the galleries of the
Senate chamber were thrown open to the public, such
was the interest taken in the subject; and, after a
day’s debate, it was referred to the first Thursday of
the next session of the General Court (6th of Janu-
ary, 1825,) and another committee * of the Overseers,
of which John Lowell was chairman, was appointed
to report at their next meeting a detailed account of
the finances of the University, — of its ways - and
means, of its expenses, of the compensation, obliga-
tions, and duties of instructors,—of the course of
studies and the progress of the students, and of the
practical inconveniences arising from the present or-
ganization of the Immediate Government; — and also
to propose regulations conducive to the prosperity of
the institution, and a revisal of the College Laws.

On the 6th of January, 1825, this committee made
an exact and minute report on all these points of
inquiry, with voluminous documents annexed. They
proposed no essential change in the organization of
the Immediate Government, but authorized them to
act by committees,— to propose to the Corporation
any improvement in laws and measures, — to arrange
the duties of instructors and students, — and to deter-
mine in every case the mode and degree of punish-
ment. They recommended to the Corporation to
abolish punishment by fines, — to require records of
conduct, performance, and negligence to be kept and
transmitted to parents, —to substitute examinations
when a book or branch is finished, in lieu of the an-
nual one, to be conducted by committees appointed

* This committee were John Lowell, Aaron Hill, Francis C. Gray,
Thomas L. Winthrop, Esquires, and the Rev. Drs. Holmes, Gray, and
Codman.
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by the Overseers, whose estimates should be added to
the scale of merit for each scholar, and the names of
those scholars who have distinguished themselves be
reported ; — to subdivide classes with reference to pro-
ficiency, and to permit each subdivision to advance as
rapidly as is consistent with a thorough knowledge of
the subjects of their studies. They further proposed,
that the board of Overseers should hereafter become a
more efficient agent in the concerns of the College,
and offered three resolutions to that effect. These
were the principal suggestions contained in this report.
After debate, the subject was postponed to the 20th
of January, when, the reports of the committees, of
which Joseph Story and John Lowell were respec-
tively chairmen, being taken up and discussed through
that day and the following, the former was accepted
without alteration, and sent to the Corporation, with
a recommendation that they should adopt such meas-
ures as they might deem expedient for carrying it into
effect, so far as they should approve it. The Over-
seers then passed the three resolutions proposed by the
committee of which John Lowell was chairman.

1. That the board should meet annually in the
Senate chamber during a regular session of the legis-
lature. 2. That, in addition to the required reports of
the President and the heads of the departments, a
statement should at that meeting be laid before the
board, of the expenses of the institution during the
preceding year, with an estimate of those for the year
succeeding. 3. That no election of an Overseer, or
of a member of the Corporation, or of any permanent
Professor, should be ratified except at a meeting
holden in Boston, during some session of the legisla-
ture.
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The report of this committee was also sent to the
Corporation with the request, that they would adopt
measures for carrying into effect those parts of it
which they should approve, and which were not in-
consistent with the report of the committee of which
Joseph Story was chairman.

In the Corporation these reports were committed ;
and, on the Ist of June, 1825, a report was made,
proposing for enactment a new code of laws, extend-
ing to those points in the two reports on which 1t was
deemed expedient to act; which, being accepted and
enacted was transmitted to the Overseers for ap-
proval, and, after commitment, postponement, and dis-
cussion, was, on the 10th of June, 1825, formally
sanctioned by this board, and thus became, and, with
such modifications as subsequent experience has sug-
gested, continues to be, the code of laws established
for the government of the University.

By its provisions the ¢ Immediate Government ” was
authorized to assume the denomination of ¢ Faculty
of the University,” their powers remaining the same
as heretofore, with the addition of the authority to
act by committees. The President, as formerly, was
placed at the head of the Faculty, without any visi-
tatorial power or independent negative. He was ex-
empted from certain ministerial duties, and invested
with those of general superintendence, and of carrying
into effect the measures of the Faculty. The Uni-
versity was divided for purposes of instruction into
departments, cach to have a general superintendence
of its own studies. The students were classified in
divisions according to proficiency, and on their num-
ber the emoluments of the President and Professors
were made, in a degree, to depend. The University
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was opened to persons who are not candidates for a
degree, and who desire to study in particular depart-
ments only. Examinations were made more frequent
and more efficient. Fines were abolished, and a sys-
tem of discipline, commencing with caution, warning,
solemn admonition, and official notice to parents and
guardians, was substituted ; higher offences being sub-
ject as formerly to the higher class of College punish-
ments. These were the most essential changes made
in the former system of laws.

[TII. The proceedings and events, which led to the
excess of the expenditures beyond the incomes of
the College will now be stated, according to public
records and authentic documents. Previously to the
presidency of Dr. Kirkland, the management of the
pecuniary concerns of the institution were carefully
reserved in the hands of the Corporation; and the
President exercised no independent authority, and
assumed no responsibility, in relation to expenditures.
These were made under the authority of votes passed
by the Corporation, stating the objects and often
limiting the amount of expense, and were intrusted
to committees, of which the President was usually the
chairman. The distribution of beneficiary funds was
made with great precaution; the name of each pro-
posed recipient was presented to the Corporation, and,
with the amount awarded, was entered on their re-
cords. 'The Corporation had formerly been chiefly
composed of resident instructors and clergymen, who
carefully kept within the limits of the incomes of the
respective funds, and seldom, if ever, ventured on any
expenditures until the means of reimbursement were
in their possession.
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At the commencement of Dr. Kirkland’s presidency,
Chief Justice Parsons and John Lowell, were leading
and active members of the Corporatioh ; both ‘men of
great learning and influence, and yielding to none in
zeal and affection for the institution. They felt the
power, and possessed the spirit, to attempt to lift the
College upwards, and to bestow upon it more of the
character, as it already had the name, of a Univer-
sity, and they knew that the views of Dr. Kirkland
were coincident with their own. The extensive au-
thority, conferred on the President of the seminary, in
regard to its government and instruction, by the Cor-
poration and Overseers after the accession of Dr. Kirk-
land, has been already stated.* In relation to expen-
ditures and to the management of the institution addi-
tional powers were also intrusted to that officer. A
College Professorship of Logic and Metaphysics was
established. A law was passed, by which a Tutor,
after six years of satisfactory service, should be enti-
tled to a College Professorship, with increased com-
pensation ; from which principle two additional Pro-
fessorships immediately resulted. To defray the con-
sequent increased expenditure, the price-of tuition was
raised by one fourth part; and, to counteract the ten-
dency of this increased expense to diminish the num-
ber of Undergraduates, it was provided, ¢ that the
Corporation might assist meritorious students when
unable to pay the additional tuition.” This course of
proceeding increased the number of claimants for ben-
eficiary aid, and rendered its restriction a more diffi-
cult, and its extension a more responsible task. Until
this time, the medical professors had been supported

* See above, p. 337.
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either by fees or by the incomes of the funds appro-
priated to their professorships; their salaries were now
augmented, and the additional expense was assessed

on the Senior Class of Undergraduates, by an addition ;

of ten dollars to their respective quarter-bills, with a
like provision in the case of meritorious students re-
quiring pecuniary aid. About the same time, the
plan of erecting University Hall was formed; and the
corner-stone was laid, and the building was com-
menced, without any important addition to the exist-
ing general funds of the College, and apparently in
reliance upon aid to be derived from abroad..

The confidence thus indicated by the Corporation,
that the elevation and advancement of the institution
would meet the wishes of their fellow-citizens, was
amply justified by an act passed by the legislature in
1814, granting, for ten years, § 10,000 annually to the
College, to be derived from the proceeds of a tax on
banks.* The unexampled liberality thus displayed was
regarded as an indication of the spirit in which the
public sentiment required that the institution should
be conducted, and by which future patronage might be
best secured. An equal spirit of liberality was con-
sequently infused into the. proceedings of the Corpo-
ration. The salaries of the President, and of all the
Professors, were immediately raised by a system of
annual grants; a measure, which, in consequence of
the increased price of articles of livelihood, was at that
period demanded by justice, if not by necessity. All
the various objects of desirable improvement and ac-
commodation, already specified,t were successively
gained ; but, ‘while a zealous and undeviating atten-

* See above, p. 307. + See above, p. 334.
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tion was paid to the present advancement of the in-
terests of the institution, the consequences to its future
success, should neither public nor private patronage
come in aid of the funds which these expenditures
would diminish, were not sufficiently considered. Al-
though, nominally, the legislature had added § 100,000
to the resources of the institution, yet it had specifi-
cally appropriated # 25,000 of that sum to be distrib-
uted to beneficiaries, and $20,000 had been previ-
ously pledged for the erection of the Medical College ;
so that only § 55,000, which in the event proved less
than § 50,000, were added to the general funds of
the institution. This amount was less, by § 15,000,
than the cost of University Hall, which was then
building. Thus, notwithstanding the grant of the
legislature, the amount of that difference, and all the
other great expenditures of the period, were necessa-
rily taken out of the general unmappropriated funds,
and consequently greatly reduced them, and propor-
tionably affected the permanent incomes of the insti-
tution.*

To counteract the tendency to the diminution of
the number of students, consequent on raising the
tuition fees, the funds of the College were liberally
bestowed on applicants for beneficiary aid, in addi-
tion to the amount expended under the act granting
the bank tax, and to the allowances to students in
the Theological School, which were at that time
made under the authority of the Trustees of the
Theological Fund. By these expenditures the effect
of raising the price of tuition was counteracted, the
number of undergraduates was greatly increased, and

* See Appendix, No. XL.



HISTORY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

amounted at times to more than three hundred dur-
ing the period of the influence of the bank tax.

In May, 1818, by the death of Caleb Gannett,
Esq., who had been nearly twenty-nine years Steward
of the College, it was deprived of a long-tried and
faithful officer, diligent, assiduous, and correct in the
discharge of his duty. He was succeeded in the office
by Stephen Higginson, Jun., Esq., who brought to
its duties a spirit consentaneous with that which char-
acterized the Corporation ; — great affection for the
College, a zeal for its advancement, which knew no
limits, a mind ever active and earnest for its improve-
ment. To this gentleman and to John Lowell, Esq.
is the College indebted for many of the fine trees
and shrubberies, which now adorn its grounds and sur-
round its buildings. They were arranged by their
taste, and were cultivated under their care ; and, al-
though they were minor elements of the expenditure
of that period, they constitute ornaments to the Col-
lege, of which were it deprived, no expense applied
in our day could substitute an equivalent.

As early as 1818, the Corporation began to en-
tertain an apprehension, that the expenditures of
the seminary were greater than its resources justi-
fied, and appointed a committee, consisting of the
President, Mr. Lowell, and Mr. Phillips, to be as-
sisted by the Treasurer, ¢ to consider the state of
those expenditures and the means of the College,
and inquire what reductions may be made.” And
in March, 1819, they reported, that, under the cir-
cumstances of the funds of the College, ¢ retrench-
ment of expenditures in certain particulars,” which
were specified, was expedient ; and the report, being
accepted, was referred to the President to be carried
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into execution. The records of the seminary indicate
no subsequent proceeding at that time in relation to
this subject. . B ¢

The system of liberally applying the funds to the
advancement of the College was then prevalent and
popular, and it was deemed the wisest and most re-
spectful course to wait until ‘the decision of the legis- .
lature on the renewal of. the act granting the bank tax
should be known. Accordingly, in February, 1824,
this act being about to expire by its original limita-
tion, a memorial for its continuance was presented to
the Massachusetts legislature ; in which’ the Corpora-
tion state, that within ten years the . College : had
already received from the bank tax $ 95,000, and
within the same period had expended about $ 142,000,
viz. $21,000 in building the Medical : College ;
# 64,000 on University Hall ; §25,000 in various re-
pairs on the College buildings and improvements on
the College grounds; 8,000 on the library and philo-
sophical and chemical apparatus; and nearly $ 24,000
for the benefit of students, according to a special
appropriation in that act. The memorial adds, * By
all which expenditures, and many others which might -
be enumerated, for objects highly necessary for the
usefulness and well-being of the institution, but pro-
ducing no income, the University funds have been so
reduced, that the annual expenses for the support of
the institution and its various offices cannot be sus-
tained, without a continuance of such aid as has been
derived from the grant above mentioned.”

This avowal of anticipated embarrassment did not
produce the effect which was hoped. A committee
of the Senate, indeed, recommended a renewal of the
grant of the bank tax for five years; but the prayer
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‘of the memorial was rejected in the House of Repre-
sentatives, under circumstances rendering vain all ex-
pectation of relief from the legislature.

An immediate reduction of the scale of expenditure
became unavoidable in the opinion of all acquainted
with the resources of the College. The Corporation
took immediate and efficient measures to effect this
important change, and in April, 1824, appointed a
committee to consider ¢ the duties performed by in-
structors, the amount and sources of their respective
compensations, and what reductions can be made in
the expenses of education at the College.” 'They
gave notice ‘“to the resident instructors, who were
members of the Immediate Government, that the di-
minution of the College funds demanded a reduction
of the expenses of the institution,” and requested them
“ to consider in what branches it may be made, and
in what manner the College funds may be most eco-
nomically applied, and to report to the Corporation.”
The instructors, in the ensuing March, made a re-
port which was respectfully considered by the Cor-
poration and referred to the committee on retrench-
ments; by whom its suggestions were adopted with
modifications. But, although important changes were
thus made, events proved they were insufficient to
meet the exigency.

In April, 1825, a committee of the Corporation on
the subject of lessening the expenses of collegiate ed-
ucation reported in favor of altering the law requiring
all the students to board in commons; and, in June,
the Corporation, after declaring it to be ¢ the duty of
the government to provide means and afford every
facility for boarding in commons to those, whose incli-
nations or circumstances may render it preferable, or
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whose parents and guardians may make that election,”
voted, that ¢ it would not be expedient at present to
require all the students thus to board, it not having
been perceived, that any inconvenience has arisen, or
that the morals and discipline of the students have
been unfavorably affected, by permitting them to
board in private families.”

In November, 1825, a system was proposed by the
Corporation, and, in January, 1826, approved by the
Overseers, continuing the existing emoluments of the
President and Professors until the 30th of Septem-
ber, 1828 ; and providing, that after that period the
annual grants to those officers should be discontinued,
and all augmentation of their emoluments beyond
their original salaries should depend upon the number
of undergraduates. This postponement of reduction

‘in so important a branch of expenditure was in a de-

gree conclusive in respect to any thorough immediate
relief.

In the course of the ensuing year, the attention
both of the public and of the Overseers was attract-
ed with intense interest to the financial and gen-
eral condition of the College, by the Report of its
Treasurer, from which it appeared, that the expendi-
tures had for the year ending on the 30th of June,
1825, exceeded the incomes by upwards of $4,000 ;
and by the fact, that, since the loss of the State bene-
ficiary fund, the number of undergraduates had been
reduced from more than three hundred, at which
number they had stood in 1822, to ahout two hundred,
as they were in 1826. The unappropriated funds of
the College had also been greatly reduced since 1810;
but the expenditure, which had occasioned this re-
duction, had been made for objects authorized by law,
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and had been sanctioned by the Corporation, whose
powers in this respect were ample. On the other
hand, the College were in possession of permanent
improvements, substantial buildings, and ornamental
additions, greatly increasing the comfort, accommoda-
tion, and usefulness of the institution; and, although
the diminution of the incomes was a cause of regret,
the benefits attained were acknowledged to be great
and important.

A change of system was, however, required, and
an examination into the past expenditures was as
much demanded by justice to the agents by whom
they were made, as by the interests and character of
the institution.

DIVINITY HALL, ERECTED IN 1826.
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CHAPTER XXXVI.

- Proceedings relative to Retrenchment.— Examination into Expenditures.
— John Davis resigns; Ebenezer Francis chosen Treasurer. — Measures
of Precaution. — Classification according to Merit and Proficiency. —
President Kirkland resigns. — His Death and Character. — A Successor

" appointed. — Henry Ware, Jun., appointed Professor of Pulpit Elo-
quence and Pastoral Care. — Professor Norton resigns.—John Gorham
Palfrey elected Professor of Biblical Literatyre.— Professors Parker
and Stearns resign.— Nathan Dane founds a Professorship of Law.
— Joseph Story chosen Dane Professor.— Life and Character of Na-
than Dane. — John Hooker Ashmun elected Royall Professor.— His
Death and Character. — Simon Greenleaf chosen his Successor. — Dane
Law College erected. — Resignations and Appointments in several De-
partments. — Trustees of the Agricultural Society resign as Visitors of
the Natural History Professorship. — Eliphalet Porter, his Death and
Character. — Other Resignations and Appointments. — Notice of Tutors
and Librarians.— Benjamin Peirce.— His Services and Character. —
An Observatory established. —George Rapall Noyes elected Professor.
— Resignation of Henry Ware.

In ‘1825, Charles Jackson and Joseph -Story, and
in 1826, Francis Calley Gray and Nathaniel Bow-
ditch, were elected members of the Corporation, and,
with the Rev. Dr. Porter, were the five Fellows on
whom devolved the difficult and delicate task of re-
striction and retrenchment. Those who limit and
economize are never so acceptable to mankind as those
who enlarge and expend; and no higher obligation
rests upon history, than to do justice to men on whom
these unpleasant and unpopular duties devolve. Three
of these individuals survive, and their participation
in this service can, therefore, only be stated in the

'~
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language of records and documents. The same deli-
cacy does not apply to Dr. Bowditch. He brought
to the work to which he was called those high quali-
ties which inspire confidence, and by which he was
characterized ; a quickness and clearness of percep-
tion seldom equalled, an integrity not to be surpassed,
a heart, in which the kindest affections predominated,
a firmness of purpose to be swayed neither by fear
nor friendship, and a mind of singular purity and
elevation.

The task, which the Corporation, thus constltuted
had to perform, included inquiry into the past, re-
lief for the present, and precautions for the future.
Their proceedings were marked by perfect fidelity to
the institution, and justice to, those concerning whose
acts it became their duty to inquire. -

In respect to the past, the accounts of every officer
of the seminary connected with expenditure were sub-
mitted to the rigid examination of an auditor,* exact,
and possessing in a high degree the public confidence ;
aided by two individualst not to be exceeded for ac-
curacy, fidelity, and independence of spirit. After a
thorough, minute, and laborious examination of the
accounts of the institution, which, in some instances
extended over seventeen years, and some of which
had been previously settled by authorized committees,
they were correctly and finally closed, and a payment
was made of all balances. Some . irregularities had
occurred and some errors were rectified ;- but neither
fraud, nor embezzlement, nor any selfish appropria-
tion of the funds of the. College to_private use, was
dlscovered or to be suspected ; and whatever expen—

* Benjamin R. Nichols, Esq.
1 Nathaniel Bowditch and Ebenezer Francis, Esquires.:
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diture had been questionable in point of authority,
had been evidently applied with an honest intent to
advance the interest and promote the progress of the
institution.

The Hon. John Davis took this opportunity, which
he had long desired, to resign the office of Treasurer,
and received from the Corporation a vote expressing
¢ their high respect and regard for his character ; their
sense of the value of his services as a Fellow of the
Corporation for successive years, and of his care and
fidelity in the exercise of his office; and their regret
at the loss of an agreeable associate, so qualified and
disposed to assist their counsels and exertions for the
good of the University and the interests of education.”

From 1693 to 1810, the office of Treasurer had
been held by a merchant; and the Corporation came
to the conclusion, that the amount of the College
property and the complex nature of its accounts re-
quired that they should be placed under the superin-
tendence of a member of that profession, in which,
from practical experience and skill, men the best qual-
ified to conduct financial affairs are generally found.
Although during this long period Edward Hutchinson
was the only Treasurer who was not educated at the
College, this qualification was not deemed essential in
comparison with placing its funds at this crisis under

‘the charge of an individual well adapted by his char-

acter and skill to assume the labor and responsibility
of- the station. Ebenezer Francis, Esq., was accord-
ingly elected, and accepted the office of Treasurer of
the College, on the single condition, that ¢ he should
not receive any compensation for his services.”
There existed but one opinion in the Corporation
in regard to a reduction of the expenses of the Col-
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Bowditch, and Mr. Gray were appointed a commit-
tee on this subject. The committee, after prepar-
ing a system of reduction, and submitting it to the
Faculty of the College for their revisal, and having
received and attentively considered their remarks,
made a report to the Corporation. Taking into con
sideration the tendency of the high charge for tui-
tion to diminish the number of students, they first
proposed that it should be reduced from fifty-five to
thirty dollars per annum. They then recommended
a system of general reduction, which, in April, 1827,
was adopted, and of which the following were the
principal features : — a union of professorships where
it was practicable, — a rescindment of grants made
in augmentation of salaries, and of all extra emolu-
ments of the President, Professors, Instructors, Treas-
urer, and Steward, — a repeal of the law authorizing
the President to employ a secretary, whose services
were now devolved on the Steward,—a prohibition
in future of the application of the general funds and
incomes of the College to the aid of beneficiaries, and
a restriction of all allowances to them to the incomes
actually derived from the foundations established for
them,—and a decrease from six to five and a half
per cent. of the interest allowed on the appropriated
funds.

These reductions, with others of minor importance,
the committee estimated would probably produce a
saving of $ 8,000 per annum, which, ¢ although not
sufficient to accomplish the objects proposed by the
committee,” yet, if followed up by suitable plans of
studies and exercises, and an increase of the duties of
professors and instructors demanded by the diminution
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of -their number, they were of opinion would be an
important advance towards an efficient system of re-
trenchment. To this end the Overseers passed votes
authorizing the Corporation to assign to the officers
of instruction such other services as may be neces-
sary and reasonable, provided they be not inconsistent
with their respective foundations; and, also to reduce
the charges upon the students, as the state of the
College funds should - permit.

In making these reductions the committee explicitly
stated, that ¢ the measures suggested are rendered
necessary only by the reduction of income, arising
from the diminution of the number of students, from
the loss of the annuity formerly paid by the State, and
from other causes beyond our control, and must not
he understood to intimate any doubts of the correct-
ness of the course heretofore pursued under very dif-
ferent circumstances. . We are persuaded, that the
means of instruction and the moral discipline in the
College have been constantly improving under the
direction of our predecessors in the Corporation, and
of the Faculty, and that they are far better now than
at any former period within our knowledge. But this
only increases our obligation to persevere in the sys-
tem of constant improvement.”

In January, 1828, the important change thus effect-
ed in the pecuniary concerns of the institution was
made the subject of a special report to the Overseers.*
This board had led the way in reform, by becoming
“an active and efficient agent in the concerns of the
University,” by providing, that regular annual meet-
ings of their board should be held at a specified place

* See Appendix, No. XLI.
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and time, when statements of the condition of all the
departments, of the expenses of the institution for the
preceding academic year, and an estimate of those of
the year succeeding should be presented to the board,
be . printed, and thus made public ; — methods - well
adapted to keep the spirit of improvement active in
the institution, and preserve order and insure accu-
racy in expenditures. ; J

The Corporation also took precautionary measures
to prevent a recurrence of like embarrassments. . They
voted, that their board should hold a stated meeting
at a fixed place, once a month, when the record
of the preceding meeting should be read. The keep-
ing of the records had formerly devolved upon the
President. The Corporation now appointed one of
their members Secretary of their board, and made
him responsible for the accuracy and completeness of
their records, giving him authority to employ a clerk,
and directions to cause a duplicate record to be kept ;
one copy to be delivered to the President for his use
at Cambridge, the other to remain in Boston, at the
place assigned for the monthly meetings of the Corpo-
ration. In order that the condition of the Treasury
might be constantly kept in view, the Treasurer was
required to present to the board a statement of his
expenditure every month ; which was made the first
object of attention after reading the records of the
preceding meeting. He was also required to present
to the board an annual account, which was to be
examined by a committee, whose duty it should be
to compare the present account with the preceding,
and every entry with its vouchers ; to inspect all bonds,
notes, and certificates of property, and to see that
all were in the possession of the Treasurer; observing
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in their investigation a strictness of method carefully
devised * to prevent error, and, as far as possible, pre-
clude haste or negligence in the examiners, who were
to make to the board a written report of the state
of the Treasury, which should be carefully inserted in
the books of the Corporation. The Treasurer was
also prohibited from making any payment unless sanc-
tioned by a previous vote of the board ; without which
neither the President, nor any member of the board,
had authority to draw money from the Treasury.
Salaries were ordered to be paid quarterly, and ad-
vances on this account, or partial payments, were pro-
hibited.

In relation to the distribution of the beneficiary
funds, a practice had prevailed since 1811, of making
it by means of deductions from the term bills of the
applicants, on the books of the Steward, by the au-
thority of the President, acting as a committee; so that
it did not appear on the records of the Corporation,
nor was there any evidence on those records, that
it had ever been submitted to them. This practice
was now altered, and the system of preceding times
was revived. The names of the applicants and the
amounts proposed to be distributed were required to be
presented to the Corporation for their examination
and approval ; and, after their sanction had been ob-
tained, both the names and amounts were entered at
large on the records of the board.

By the apjlication of these principles and rules,
and by a rigid economy in every branch of the Col-
lege service, combined with a wise investment of
the funds of the institution, and an active collection of

* See Appendix, No. XLIL
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outstanding demands, under the watchful superintend-
ence of Dr. Bowditch and Mr. Francis, the expendi-
tares of the College were soon reduced within its in-
come, and a foundation was laid for a prosperous state
of its finances.

The principle of classifying students in divisions
according to their proficiency ¥ had been introduced
contrary to the opinion of a majority of the College
Faculty, and its application became the occasion of se-
rious discontents and disorders among the Undergrad-
uates, and led to repeated and severe punishments. In
June, 1826, the visiting committee of the Overseers
expressed, in their report to the board, their regret
‘ at thesc instances of insubordination and resistance to
the classification according to merit and proficiency;”
but, considering that the system was new, and yet a
subject of experiment, and regarding a time of disorder
and disobedience as not a time to relax, they recom-
mended that the system should be enforced ¢ until
from the observation of the Faculty it should be found
unfavorable to the literary advancement of the stu-
dents.”

In November, 1826, the attempt to carry this prin-
ciple of classification into effect continuing to be the
occasion of disorders, the President called the attention
of the Corporation to the subject; and on his repre-
sentation they voted, ¢ that the farther enforcement of
this principle, except so far as the Faculty shall deem
it expedient, may be postponed until after the gen-
eral meeting of the Overseers, when it is understood
the subject will be taken into consideration.”

Under this authority the College Faculty referred

* See above, p. 352.
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cuarrer  the application of the principle to the discretion of the
™ departments, until after the stated meeting of the
{fg:lgg;fa' Overseers. This occurred in January, 1827, when
poned,  the visiting committee of the Overseers reported to
the board, that the division of the classes according
to merit and proficiency, as established by recent
laws, had occasioned disorder and dissatisfaction in
the principal departments, and that several of the
Faculty had reported that it was not attended with
any perceptible increase of scholarship, and had been
the source of complaints with parents, as well as with
pupils; and. they recommended an inquiry into the
expediency of some modification of these laws. At
the same meeting a vote of the Corporation was pre-
sented to the Overseers, ¢ that the formation of stu-
dents into divisions for instruction shall be continued
and carried into effect only so far as the Corporation,
or the Faculty, with the assent of the Corporation,
shall from time to time deem expedient;’’ which being
approved, the question of the expediency of applying
this principle was submitted by the Corporation to the
College Faculty, and by them to the instructors in the
several departments; in all of which the principle of
and aban-  classification according to proficiency was abandoned,
doned. .
except in that of Modern Languages. The head of
this department having recommended to the Overseers,
“that the division into classes should be abolished, and
the whole course be thrown open, as in some foreign
universities,” the College Faculty voted their assent
to the experiment in that department; and, in that
alone, those who entered upon the study of any lan-
guage were formed into sections, and carried forward
according to their ploﬁmency, without reference to the
distinction of classes.
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In the autumn of 1827, the health of President
Kirkland was severely assailed by paralysis, which,
for a short time, disqualified him for the performance
of his official duties. Although, in a degree, his
health was restored, the elasticity and vigor of his
mind did not return, his own confidence in his powers
began to be impaired, and a natural wish arose to be
relieved from the responsibilities of his official station,
and to seek more perfect restoration in travel and
change of scene and of climate. In April, 1828, he
transmitted a letter resigning the office of President
to the Corporation, who thereupon

““Voted, that, in accepting the resignation of the
President, the board express their full sense of all the
benefits conferred by him on the institution over which
he has presided for so many years with singular dig-
nity and mildness, highly raising its reputation and
increasing its usefulness by his splendid talents and
accomplishments, his paternal care, and his faithful
services.

¢« Voted, that the Secretary be requested to trans-
mit to the Rev. Dr. Kirkland a copy of the foregoing
vote, with an expression of the earnest wishes of this
board for his future health and happiness.

¢“Voted, That the salary of the President be paid
up to the next Commencement.

¢ Whereas, there is an unliquidated account exist-
ing between the President and the Corporation, and,
as it is desirable that the same should be adjusted
upon principles of equity, and to the mutual satisfac-
tion of both parties, voted, that the further sum of two
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, allowed
to the President in full of such account, and as a final
settlement thereof, the said sum to be paid to the
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President upon his giving a release of all claims and
demands whatsoever against the Corporation.”

On receiving these votes, Dr. Kirkland addressed
letters to the Corporation, expressing ¢ his respectful
and grateful acknowledgments” of their tenor, and
of the manner in which they had been communicated,
and of his ‘ entire satisfaction with the settlement of
his pecuniary concerns by the Corporation.”

When Dr. Kirkland’s resignation was communicated
to the Overseers, they passed the following resolve:
¢ That this board have a deep and grateful sense of
the benefits which religion and learning have derived
from his distinguished talents, his beneficent virtues,
and his unwearied zeal in diffusing the advantages of
education and in promoting the welfare of the Uni-
versity over which he so long presided.”

Dr. Kirkland survived the dissolution of his connex-
ion with the College nearly thirteen years, during
which he visited Eu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>