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b. Inter-Departmental Public Meeting in
Atlanta

On January 20, 1995, DOT
participated, along with other Federal
departments/agencies, in a public
meeting in Atlanta, a portion of which
was televised nationwide by satellite to
designated downlink sites. The purpose
of this public meeting was to provide an
opportunity for Federal agency staffs to
explain the main tenets of agencies’
environmental justice strategies and to
raise issues for the consideration and
advice of participants.

c. Meeting With the Environmental
Justice Network

In response to the Chicago meeting,
DOT will discuss with members of the
Environmental Justice Network how
best to further engage persons living in
minority and low-income communities
about their environmental justice
concerns and their views as to what
steps might be taken by DOT to address
these concerns.

d. Federal Register Notice on
Environmental Justice

DOT will publish in the Federal
Register the key elements of its
proposed environmental justice strategy
and seek comments on issues still under
discussion. The public will be requested
to provide comments by March 1, 1995.
In addition, specific efforts under
development will be made to solicit
comments from members of minority
populations and low-income
populations.

e. Final Publication in the Federal
Register of DOT environmental Justice
Strategy

After considering the comments on
the Federal Register announcement of
the DOT strategy and the lessons
learned from early grass-roots working
meetings (see item f below). DOT will
revise its proposed environmental
justice strategy, as necessary, and
publish it in the Federal Register. The
strategy will be a ‘‘living document’’
and be subject to modification as a
result of activities described in terms (f)
through (h) below.

f. Grass Roots Environmental Justice
Meetings

As recommended by participants
attending the Chicago Environmental
Justice Conference. DOT anticipates
holding a series of meetings with
community groups, individuals, and
business groups, as well as local, public,
and transportation officials. The intent
will be to discover and understand
community-based environmental justice
problems and to discuss remedial

strategies included in the first version of
the DOT environmental justice strategy.
The objective will be to build
knowledge in an additive manner, so
that each successive meeting with
groups mentioned above builds upon
the last.

Also, in response to requests from the
public for educational outreach and
training for low-income and minority
persons, DOT will provide training to
persons affected by the E.O. in how the
transportation decisionmaking process
works and the role of public
participation in it. Persons affected by
the E.O. will be afforded opportunities
to inform DOT of any barriers to
effective participation that may exist.

g. National Meeting on Public
Participation and Environmental Justice

A national workshop to be hosted by
the Secretary of Transportation would
present an opportunity to share
experiences from the grass-roots
working sessions with a larger
constituency of stakeholders, including
nationally-based community advocacy
groups, and transportation planning
coordinators at the state, regional, and
local levels. Through combined plenary
and small breakout group discussions,
participants will consider issues and
provide recommendations.

h. DOT Regional Workshops for
Grantees, State, and Local Officials

DOT anticipates holding workshops
in selected regions for grantees, state
and local officials on implementing the
DOT Order and agency guidance on
DOT’s Environmental Justice strategy.

3. DOT Order on Environmental Justice
A key component of the DOT

environmental justice strategy is a
proposed DOT Order prescribing
procedures to be followed by the
Department and all of its operating
administrations to implement Executive
Order 12898. The Order will apply to all
appropriate DOT regulations policies,
guidance, and program activities as well
as to any program, project, or activity
undertaken by DOT or that receives
financial assistance or permits from
DOT, which may have environmental
justice implications. The proposed DOT
Order would ensure that all appropriate
components of the Department will
apply this strategy to all aspects of their
programs, policies, and activities.

While the precise contents of the
proposed DOT Order have not yet been
fully developed, we anticipate that the
Order will achieve three objectives.

First, it would set forth requirements
regarding review and revision of DOT
regulations, programs, policies,

guidance, and procedures that affect
human health or the environment.
Second, it would provide a
methodology for identifying and
addressing adverse effects of DOT
actions and determining whether such
actions are likely to have a
disproportionately high or adverse
impact on low-income or minority
populations. Third, It would, after
consideration of mitigation measures,
prohibit DOT or its agents from
proceeding with any actions that will
have a disproportionately high and
adverse unmitigated effect on low-
income and minority populations
except under prescribed circumstances.
Each of these objectives is explained
more fully below.

a. Review and Revision of Regulations,
Programs, Objectives, Policies,
Guidance, and Procedures

Under the proposed Order, the Office
of the Secretary and each operating
administration of DOT would identify
and assess regulations, programs,
policies, guidance, and procedures that
affect human health or the environment
using the methodology described below,
and revise them, as appropriate, to
comply with Executive Order 12898.
This process would include procedures
to provide meaningful opportunities for
public involvement by low-income and
minority populations, including
community input in identifying
potential impacts, alternatives, and
mitigation measures for DOT actions.

In addition, any long-range or short-
range planning and programming
processes conducted or funded by DOT
that affect human health or the
environment would include appropriate
actions to address the effects of such
planning [including actions, where
practicable consistent with the E.O., that
may result from such planning] on
minority and low-income populations
and communities.

Also, under the proposed DOT Order,
DOT and its operating administrations
would develop specific mitigation
strategies and measures to address, as
appropriate, disproportionately adverse
effects of their actions, including
pollution prevention measures,
consistent with requirements of other
statutes and procedures.

The proposed Order also would
provide for additional data collection or
research as needed to provide
information to comply with Executive
Order 12898. Public input will be
solicited in these activities.


