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application received after the deadline
may be acceptable if it carries a legible
proof-of-mailing date assigned by the
carrier and that date is not later than
one week prior to the deadline date.
Private metered postmarks are not
acceptable as proof of timely mailing. If
the receipt date falls on a weekend, it
will be extended to Monday; if the date
falls on a national holiday, it will be
extended to the following work day.

Applications received after the receipt
date(s) or those sent to an address other
than the address specified above will be
returned to the applicant without
review.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for activity-specific technical
information should be directed to the
contact person identified for each
activity covered by this notice (see
Section 4). Requests for information
concerning business management issues
should be directed to: Grants
Management Office, Center for Mental
Health Services, 5600 Fishers Lane,
Room 15C–05, Rockville, Maryland
20857, (301) 443–4456.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: To
facilitate the use of this Notice of
Funding Availability, information in
this section has been organized, as
outlined in the Table of Contents below.
In addition, the discussion of the
specific FY 1995 funding activities is
presented under the following headings:

• Application Deadline.
• Purpose.
• Priorities.
• Eligible Applicants.
• Grants/Amounts.
• Catalog of Federal Domestic

Assistance Number.
• Program Contact.
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1. Program Background and Objectives
The Center for Mental Health Services

(CMHS) has been given a statutory

mandate to take a national leadership
role in the development and
demonstration of improved mental
health services. Toward that end, Center
activities involve facilitating the
application of scientifically established
findings and practice-based knowledge
to prevent and treat mental disorders,
improving access, reducing barriers and
promoting high quality, effective
programs and services for people with,
or at risk for, these disorders.

2. Special Concerns
The CMHS will address a number of

special concerns in 1995. Particular
emphasis will be placed on helping
localities design and implement
comprehensive approaches to service
delivery, networking, and coordination
with other Federal and non-Federal
programs. Special emphasis will be
given to providing assistance for
individuals in varied racial and ethnic
groups; adolescents; early intervention
programs; rural populations;
adolescents involved in the juvenile
justice system; and individuals with, or
at risk for, HIV/AIDS.

3. Criteria for Review and Funding
Competing applications requesting

funding under the specific project
activities in Section 4 will be reviewed
for technical merit in accordance with
established PHS/SAMHSA peer review
procedures.

Applications that are accepted for
review will be assigned to an Initial
Review Group (IRG) composed
primarily of non-Federal experts.
Applications will be recommended for
approval or disapproval on the basis of
technical merit. Applications
recommended for approval will be
assigned scores according to level of
merit.

Notification of the IRG’s
recommendation will be sent to the
applicant upon completion of the initial
review. In addition, the IRG
recommendations on technical merit of
applications over $50,000 will undergo
a second level of review by the CMHS
National Advisory Council, whose
review may be based on policy
considerations, as well as technical
merit. Only applications recommended
for approval by the Council may be
considered for funding by CMHS.

3.1 General Review Criteria
As published in the Federal Register

on July 2, 1993 (Vol. 58, No. 126),
SAMHSA’s ‘‘Peer Review and Advisory
Council Review of Grant and
Cooperative Agreement Applications
and Contract Proposals,’’ peer review
groups will take into account, among

other factors as may be specified in the
application guidance materials, the
following general criteria:

• Potential significance of the
proposed project;

• Appropriateness of the applicant’s
proposed objectives to the goals of the
specific program;

• Adequacy and appropriateness of
the proposed approach and activities;

• Adequacy of available resources,
such as facilities and equipment;

• Qualifications and experience of the
applicant organization, the project
director, and other key personnel; and

• Reasonableness of the proposed
budget.

3.2 Funding Criteria for Approved
Applications

Applications recommended for
approval by the peer review group and
the CMHS National Advisory Council (if
applicable) will be considered for
funding on the basis of their overall
technical merit as determined through
the review process.

Other funding criteria will include;
• Availability of funds.
Additional funding criteria specific to

the programmatic activity may be
included in the application guidance
materials.

4. Special FY 1995 Mental Health
Service Activities

Project activities are grouped in this
notice under one section: Grants.

4.1 Grants

Four major activities for CMHS grant
programs are discussed below.

4.1.1 Mental Health Care Provider
Education In HIV/AIDS

• Application Deadline May 10, 1995.
• Purpose: The goal of the program is

to enhance the Nation’s ability to have
an impact upon the HIV/AIDS epidemic
by training the traditional mental health
care providers and other health care
workers who often are front-line
providers of mental health services,
such as medical students, primary care
physicians, and the clergy and other
spiritual providers.

Applicants will be expected to
propose a comprehensive training
program that addresses the mental
health needs of people with HIV/AIDS.
The program is to train traditional
mental health providers (psychiatrists,
psychologists, nurses, social workers,
counselors, and marriage and family
counselors), other first line providers of
mental health services (e.g., medical
students, primary care physicians), and
nontraditional providers (e.g., the clergy
and other spiritual providers, alternative


