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may be adjusted in accordance with the
applicable provisions of the Act.

Paperwork Reduction
In accordance with the Paperwork

Reduction Act of 1980 (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35), the information collection
requirements contained herein were
submitted to OMB for approval and
assigned OMB No. 0581–0093. This
action sets forth the provisions for
establishing a nationwide, industry-
funded sheep and wool promotion,
research, education, and information
program. The information collection
requirements as required by this action
and necessary for the implementation of
this Order include:

(1) A report by each collecting person
required to remit assessments to the
Board for live sheep or greasy wool
purchased from the producer, feeder, or
handler of sheep or sheep products; by
each person marketing sheep or sheep
products of that person’s own
production; and by each exporter of
sheep or greasy wool. The estimated
number of respondents for this report is
700. Each respondent would submit one
report per month, unless otherwise
prescribed by the Board, and the
estimated average reporting burden is
0.5 hours per response;

(2) A requirement to maintain
sufficient records to verify reports
submitted under the Order. The
estimated number of recordkeepers
needed to comply with this requirement
is 700, each of whom would have an
estimated annual reporting burden of
0.5 hours;

(3) An application for certification of
organization, to be completed by eligible
organizations that request certification
in order to be eligible to nominate
producers, feeders, and importers to the
Board. The estimated number of
respondents is 70 (with each submitting
one response), and the estimated
average reporting burden is 0.5 hour per
response;

(4) A nomination form by which
certified organizations will nominate
producers, feeders, and importers for
membership on the Board. The
estimated number of respondents is 60
for the first year of the Order, and 20
each year thereafter. Each respondent
would submit one response per year,
and the estimated average reporting
burden is 0.5 hour per response; and

(5) An advisory committee
membership background information
form, to be completed by candidates
nominated by certified organizations for
appointment to the Board. The
estimated number of respondents is 240
during the first year of the Order, and
80 each year thereafter. Each respondent

would submit one response per year,
and the estimated average reporting
burden is 0.5 hour per response.

Background
The Act (7 U.S.C. 7101–7111),

approved October 22, 1994, authorizes
the Secretary to establish a national
sheep and wool promotion, research,
education, and information program.
The program would be funded by a
mandatory assessment on domestic
sheep producers, sheep feeders, and
exporters of live sheep and greasy wool
of 1-cent-per-pound on live sheep sold
and 2-cents- per-pound on greasy wool
sold. Importers would be assessed 1-
cent-per-pound on live sheep imported
and the equivalent of 1-cent-per-pound
of live sheep for sheep products
imported and 2-cents-per-pound of
degreased wool or the equivalent of
degreased wool for wool and wool
products imported. Imported raw wool
would be exempt from assessments.
Each person who processes or causes to
be processed sheep or sheep products of
that person’s own production, and who
markets the processed products, would
be assessed the equivalent of 1-cent-per-
pound of live sheep sold and 2-cents-
per-pound of greasy wool sold. All
assessment rates may be adjusted in
accordance with applicable provisions
of the Act.

The Act provides for the submission
of proposals for a Sheep and Wool
Promotion, Research, Education, and
Information Order (Order). The
Secretary may propose the issuance of
an Order, or an association of sheep
producers may submit and request the
issuance of an Order. The Act provides
that when the Secretary decides to
propose an Order or receives a request
and proposal for an Order, the Secretary
shall publish the proposed Order and
give due notice and opportunity for
public comment. As established by the
Act, the Order provides for the
establishment of a Board comprised of
85 sheep producers, 10 sheep feeders,
and 25 importers of sheep and sheep
products. The Act further provides that
any State with one member may have an
alternate member.

The Department issued an invitation
to submit proposals for an initial Order
in the January 4, 1995, (60 FR 381) issue
of the Federal Register. In response to
that invitation, the American Sheep
Industry Association (ASI), the sheep
industry’s producer member
organization, submitted a proposed
Order. In addition, the New Zealand
Meat Producers Board, the Australian
Meat and Live-stock Corporation, the
Wools of New Zealand, the National
Lamb Feeders Association, and the

Lamb Committee of the National
Livestock and Meat Board each
submitted a partial proposal.

The Department also received letters
from other interested parties. The
Department did not consider these
letters to be proposals because they
primarily addressed information related
to provisions of the Act itself. Copies of
these letters and the comments received
in response to the proposed Order, are
available for public inspection.

The Department published ASI’s
proposal as Proposal I, the New Zealand
Meat Producers Board’s proposal as
Proposal II, the Australian Meat and
Live-stock Corporation’s proposal as
Proposal III, the Wools of New
Zealand’s proposal as Proposal IV, and
the National Lamb Feeders
Association’s proposal as Proposal V.
The Department modified these
proposals slightly in order to (1) make
them consistent with the Act and other
similar national research and promotion
programs supervised by the Department,
(2) simplify the language and format of
some provisions, and (3) add certain
sections necessary for the proper
administration of the Order by the
Department. The Department rejected
the proposal submitted by the Lamb
Committee of the National Livestock
and Meat Board and discussed that
proposal in the proposed rule. Each
proposal was published in the June 2,
1995, issue of the Federal Register (60
FR 28747). Interested persons were
invited to submit comments on the
proposals until July 17, 1995.

The Department received 137 written
comments concerning the proposed
Order from individual sheep producers,
sheep feeders, importers of sheep and
sheep products, State sheep producer
organizations, general farm
organizations, universities, and other
interested parties. Ninety-three
comments were filed on time and forty-
four comments were filed after the
comment period closed. The late
comments generally expressed the same
views as the timely comments that are
discussed herein, and the commenters
generally supported the primary
proposed Order with certain
qualifications.

The substantive changes suggested by
commenters are discussed below,
together with a description of changes
made by the Department upon review of
the proposed Order and the comments.
The Department has also made other
minor changes of a nonsubstantial
nature for clarity and accuracy.

Of the ninety-three timely comments,
sixty-two comments supported the
proposed Order as published or
expressed support with some


