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purposes of this notice of proposed
specifications, the percentage of the
TAC apportioned to the inshore and
offshore sectors is as set out in that
notice of proposed rulemaking. If
Amendment 40 is not approved, the
1996 final specifications will be revised
accordingly. For purposes of this action,
the inshore component would be
apportioned 100 percent of the pollock
TAC in each regulatory area after

subtraction of amounts that are
determined by the Director, Alaska
Region, NMFS (Regional Director) to be
necessary to support the bycatch needs
of the offshore component in directed
fisheries for other groundfish species. At
this time, these bycatch amounts are
unknown and will be determined
during the fishing year. The proposed
distribution of pollock within the
combined W/C Regulatory Areas is

shown in Table 3, except that inshore
and offshore component
apportionments of pollock are not
shown.

The inshore component for Pacific
cod would be apportioned equal to 90
percent of the TAC in each regulatory
area. Inshore and offshore component
allocations of the proposed 65,000 mt
TAC for each regulatory area are shown
in Table 4.

TABLE 3.—PROPOSED DISTRIBUTION OF POLLOCK IN THE WESTERN AND CENTRAL REGULATORY AREAS OF THE GULF OF
ALASKA (W/C GOA); BIOMASS DISTRIBUTION, AREA APPORTIONMENTS, AND QUARTERLY ALLOWANCES. ABC FOR
THE W/C GOA IS PROPOSED TO BE 50,000 METRIC TONS (MT). BIOMASS DISTRIBUTION IS BASED ON 1993 SURVEY
DATA. TAC AMOUNTS ARE EQUAL TO ABC. INSHORE AND OFFSHORE ALLOCATIONS OF POLLOCK ARE NOT SHOWN.
ABC AMOUNTS AND TAC AMOUNTS ARE ROUNDED TO THE NEAREST 10 MT

Statistical area Biomass per-
cent

1996
ABC=TAC

Quarterly al-
lowance

Shumagin (61) ........................................................................................................................... 49 24,500 6,125
Chirikof (62) ............................................................................................................................... 24.7 12,500 3,125
Kodiak (63) ................................................................................................................................. 26.3 13,000 3,250

Total ................................................................................................................................ 100 50,000 12,500

TABLE 4.—PROPOSED 1996 ALLOCATION (METRIC TONS) OF PACIFIC COD IN THE GULF OF ALASKA; ALLOCATIONS TO
INSHORE AND OFFSHORE COMPONENTS.

Regulatory area TAC

Component allocation

Inshore (90%) Offshore
(10%)

Western ........................................................................................................................................ 18,850 16,965 1,885
Central .......................................................................................................................................... 42,900 38,610 4,290
Eastern ......................................................................................................................................... 3,250 2,925 325

Total .................................................................................................................................. 65,000 58,500 6,500

5. ‘‘Other Species’’ TAC
The FMP specifies that amounts for

the ‘‘other species’’ category are
calculated as 5 percent of the combined
TAC amounts for target species. The
GOA-wide ‘‘other species’’ TAC is
calculated as 12,758 mt, which is 5
percent of the sum of combined TAC
amounts for the target species.

6. Proposed Halibut PSC Mortality
Limits

Under § 672.20(f), annual Pacific
halibut PSC mortality limits are
established for trawl and hook-and-line
gear and may be established for pot gear.
At its September meeting, the Council
recommended that NMFS re-establish
the PSC limits of 2,000 mt for the trawl
fisheries and 300 mt for the hook-and-
line fisheries, with 10 mt of the hook-

and-line limit allocated to the DSR
fishery in the Southeast Outside District
and remainder to the other hook-and-
line fisheries.

Regulations at § 672.20(f)(1)(ii)
authorize exemption of specified non-
trawl fisheries from the halibut PSC
limit. As in 1995, the Council proposes
to exempt pot gear and the hook-and-
line sablefish fishery from the non-trawl
halibut limit for 1996. The Council
proposed these exemptions because of
the low halibut bycatch mortality
experienced in the pot gear fisheries (16
mt in 1995) and because of the 1995
implementation of the sablefish and
halibut Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ)
program, which would allow legal-sized
halibut to be retained in the sablefish
fishery. The trawl fishery
apportionment of the 1996 halibut

bycatch mortality limit (2,000 mt)
remains unchanged from 1995. Under
§ 672.20(f)(1)(i)(B) the trawl halibut
bycatch mortality limit is apportioned
between trawl fisheries for deep-water
and shallow-water species. These
apportionments are divided seasonally
to avoid seasonally high halibut bycatch
rates.

NMFS preliminarily concurs in the
Council’s 1996 recommendations for
halibut bycatch limits and
apportionments (Table 5). Some changes
may be made in the seasonal, gear type
and fishing-complex apportionments of
halibut PSC limits for the final 1996
specifications. NMFS considers the
following types of information as
presented by, and summarized from, the
preliminary 1995 SAFE Report, or from
public comment and testimony.


