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otter would be designated as a ‘‘strategic
stock,’’ requiring formation of a Take
Reduction Team to advise on measures
that should be taken to ensure that
incidental take does not exceed the PBR.
Response: The final stock assessment
was modified to incorporate these
comments.

Northern Sea Otter in Washington State

Annual human-caused mortality.
Comment: The Service should elucidate
Indian treaty rights, particularly in
relation to MMPA recovery objectives. It
was further stated that this information
should be included in the ‘‘Fisheries
Information’’ section of the stock
assessment. Response: The ‘‘Annual
Human-Caused Mortality’’ section of the
stock assessment was changed to
acknowledge the tribal rights claim.
However, until this issue is legally
clarified, the Service is unable to
provide better information and
guidance.

Comment: A comment was received
that the Service should identify the
number and source(s) of animals
translocated to Washington State.
Response: These comments were
incorporated into the final stock
assessment.

Maximum Productivity Rate.
Comment: One commenter stated that
the Service should describe and discuss
data used to determine that R(max) is 12
percent for the Alaska sea otter in
Washington State. Response: The
‘‘Population Size’’ section was modified
slightly and now describes the type of
data and survey techniques used.
However, actual survey counts were not
included in the final stock assessment.

Sea otter/fishery interaction.
Comment: One commenter indicated
that the Service should include
information on sea otter/fishery
interactions in Washington State.
Response: This suggestion was
incorporated into the final stock
assessment.

Comment: One commenter stated that
the Service should indicate the present
distributions of sea otters and gil-net
fisheries in Washington State coastal
waters. Response: The Service agrees
and has incorporated the comment into
the final stock assessment.

West Indian Manatees
Annual mortality data. Comment:

Comments was received that the Service
should use the most recent mortality
data for the Florida manatee. Response:
The Service concurs. Summary data
through December 1994, as provided by
the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, has been
incorporated into the final stock
assessment.

Stock definition and range. Comment:
One commenter questioned the
Service’s definition of a single stock of
Florida manatees and suggested that an
Atlantic coast stock and a Gulf coast
stock would be more appropriate.
Response: The Service considered the
merits of delineating two stocks of
Florida manatees, but prefers to retain a
single stock classification, noting that
genetic studies published to date do not
strongly support the definition of clearly
distinct stocks. Furthermore, intensive
studies of far south Florida manatee
movements are lacking, and it may be
premature to conclude that no genetic
exchange between Atlantic coast and

Gulf coast animals. Should new
information become available, the
Service will re-evaluate the stock
definition as needed. Such re-
evaluations will be easily
accommodated, especially in light of
section 117 of the MMPA that requires
annual review and, if appropriate,
revision of stock assessments for
strategic stocks. West Indian manatees,
in light of their endangered status, are
classified as strategic animals.

Potential Biological Removal.
Comment: Concerns were raised about
the designation of a PBR level for
manatees and the implications for
Section 7 consultations under ESAct
and incidental take policy regarding
manatees. Response: The Service has
already addressed these concerns in the
narrative of the assessments.

Summary of Final Stock Assessments

Along with the requirement of section
117(b)(3) of the 1994 amendments to the
MMPA that require publication in the
Federal Register of a notice of
availability of final stock assessments, a
summary of those final stock
assessments must also be published.
Appropriately, the following table lists
summary information for the Service’s
final stock assessments for polar bears,
walrus, and northern sea otters in
Alaska, southern sea otters in California
and northern sea otters in Washington
State; and two West Indian manatee
stocks in the southeastern United States
and Puerto Rico.

Dated: September 20, 1995.
John G. Rogers, Jr.,
Acting Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

SUMMARY OF MARINE MAMMAL STOCK ASSESSMENTS FOR SPECIES OF MARINE MAMMALS UNDER FISH AND WILDLIFE
SERVICE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

Species Stock area SRG
region

FWS re-
gion N(min) R(max) F(r) PBR

Annual es-
timated
average
human-
caused
mortality

Annual
fishing-
caused
mortality

Strate-
gic sta-

tus

Polar bear-
Chukchi/Ber-
ing Sea stock.

Chukchi and
Bering Seas-
Alaska and
Russia.

AKA 7 1 N/AV 1 N/AV 1.0 1 N/AV 55 ............ 0 .............. No.

Polar bear-
Beaufort Sea
stock.

Beaufort Sea-
Alaska and
Canada.

AKA 7 1,579 0.06 1.0 2 72 63 ............ 0 .............. No.

Sea otter-Alaska
stock.

Alaska ............... AKA 7 100,000 0.2 1.0 10,000 506 .......... <1 ............ No.

Pacific walrus ... Alaska and Rus-
sia.

AKA 7 188,316 0.08 1.0 7,533 5,895 ....... 16 ............ No.

West Indian
manatee-Flor-
ida stock.

Southeastern
U.S.A.

ATL 4 1,822 0.04 0.1 3 3 49 .......... <1 ............ Yes.


