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If the State’s monitoring data
demonstrates a valid violation of the
NAAQS before the direct final action is
effective, the direct final approval of the
redesignation will be withdrawn and a
proposed disapproval substituted for the
direct final approval.

(2) Section 110 Requirements

For purposes of redesignation, to meet
the requirement that the SIP contain all
applicable requirements under the CAA,
EPA has reviewed the SIP to ensure that
it contains all measures that were due
under the CAA prior to or at the time
the State submitted its redesignation
request, as set forth in EPA policy. EPA
interprets section 107(d)(3)(E)(v) of the
CAA to mean that, for a redesignation
request to be approved, the State must
have met all requirements that applied
to the subject area prior to or at the same
time as the submission of a complete
redesignation request. In this case, the
date of submission of a complete
redesignation request is April 23, 1993.
Requirements of the CAA that come due
subsequently continue to be applicable
to the area at later dates (see section
175A(c)) and, if redesignation of any of
the areas is disapproved, the State
remains obligated to fulfill those
requirements. These requirements are
discussed in the following EPA
documents: ‘‘Procedures for Processing
Requests to Redesignate Areas to
Attainment,’’ John Calcagni, Director,
Air Quality Management Division,
September 4, 1992; ‘‘State
Implementation Plan (SIP) Actions
Submitted in Response to Clean Air Act
(CAA) Deadlines,’’ John Calcagni,
Director, Air Quality Management
Division, October 28, 1992; and ‘‘State
Implementation Plan (SIP)
Requirements for Areas Submitting
Requests for Redesignation to
Attainment of the Ozone and Carbon
Monoxide (CO) National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS) on or after
November 15, 1992,’’ Michael H.
Shapiro, Acting Assistant
Administrator, September 17, 1993.

EPA has analyzed the Louisiana SIP
and determined that it is consistent with
the requirements of amended section
110(a)(2). The SIP contains enforceable
emission limitations; requires
monitoring, compiling, and analyzing
ambient air quality data; requires
preconstruction review of new major
stationary sources and major
modifications to existing ones; provides
for adequate funding, staff, and
associated resources necessary to
implement its requirements; and
requires stationary source emissions
monitoring and reporting.

(3) Part D Requirements

Before the New Orleans CMSA can be
redesignated to attainment, the
Louisiana SIP must have fulfilled the
applicable requirements of part D of the
CAA. Under part D, an area’s
classification indicates the requirements
to which it will be subject. Subpart 1 of
part D sets forth the basic nonattainment
requirements applicable to all
nonattainment areas, classified as well
as nonclassifiable. Subpart 2 of part D
establishes additional requirements for
nonattainment areas classified under
table 1 of section 181(a)(1). Since the
New Orleans CMSA is considered
nonclassifiable, the State is only
required to meet the applicable
requirements of subpart 1 of part D—
specifically sections 172(c) and 176. As
long as EPA did not determine that any
of the pertinent section 172(c)
requirements were applicable prior to
the submission of these redesignation
requests in 1993, none of these
requirements are applicable for
purposes of this redesignation action.

Section 176(c) of the CAA requires
States to revise their SIP’s to establish
criteria and procedures to ensure that
Federal actions, before they are taken,
conform to the air quality planning
goals in the applicable State SIP. The
requirement to determine conformity
applies to transportation plans,
programs and projects developed,
funded, or approved under title 23
U.S.C. or the Federal Transit Act
(‘‘transportation conformity’’), as well as
to all other Federal actions (‘‘general
conformity’’).

Section 176 further provides that the
conformity revisions to be submitted by
the States must be consistent with
Federal conformity regulations that the
CAA required EPA to promulgate.
Congress provided for the State
revisions to be submitted one year after
the date for promulgation of final EPA
conformity regulations. When that date
passed without such promulgation,
EPA’s General Preamble for the
implementation of title I informed the
State that its conformity regulations
would establish a submittal date (see 57
FR 13498, 13557 (April 16, 1992)). The
EPA promulgated final transportation
conformity regulations on November 24,
1993 (58 FR 62118) and general
conformity regulations on November 30,
1993 (58 FR 63214). These conformity
rules require that States adopt both
transportation and general conformity
provisions in the SIP for areas
designated nonattainment or subject to
a maintenance plan approved under
CAA section 175A.

Pursuant to 40 CFR 51.396 of the
transportation conformity rule and 40
CFR 51.851 of the general conformity
rule, the State of Louisiana was required
to submit a SIP revision containing
transportation conformity criteria and
procedures consistent with those
established in the Federal rule by
November 25, 1994. Similarly,
Louisiana was required to submit a SIP
revision containing general conformity
criteria and procedures consistent with
those established in the Federal rule by
December 1, 1994. Louisiana submitted
both its transportation and general
conformity rules to EPA on November
10, 1994. As these requirements did not
come due until after the original
submission date of this redesignation
request, these conformity rule
submissions need not be approved prior
to taking action on this redesignation
request.

(3) Fully Approved SIP

The EPA finds that the State of
Louisiana has a fully approved SIP for
the New Orleans CMSA for the purposes
of redesignating the area to attainment
for ozone.

(4) Permanent and Enforceable
Measures

Under the CAA, EPA approved
Louisiana’s SIP control strategy for the
New Orleans CMSA, satisfied that the
rules and the emission reductions
achieved as a result of those rules were
enforceable. Several Federal and
Statewide rules are in place which have
significantly improved the ambient air
quality in this area. Existing Federal
programs, such as the Federal Motor
Vehicle Control Program and the Reid
Vapor Pressure limit of 7.8 pounds per
square inch for gasoline, will not be
lifted upon redesignation. These
programs will counteract emissions
growth as the area experiences
economic growth over the life of their
maintenance plans.

The State adopted volatile organic
compound (VOC) rules such as oil/
water separation; degreasing and solvent
clean-up processes; surface coating rules
for large appliances, furniture, coils,
paper, fabric, vinyl, cans, miscellaneous
metal parts and products, and factory
surface coating of flat wood paneling;
solvent-using rules for graphic arts; and
miscellaneous industrial source rules
such as for cutback asphalt. The
applicable reasonably available control
technology (RACT) rules will also
remain in place. In addition, the State
permits program, the Prevention of
Significant Deterioration permits
program, and the Federal Operating


