
51051Federal Register / Vol. 60, No. 189 / Friday, September 29, 1995 / Notices

TABLE AA–4.—POLLUTANTS POTENTIALLY FOUND IN STORM WATER DISCHARGES ASSOCIATED WITH THE FABRICATED
METAL INDUSTRY—Continued

Activity Pollutant source Pollutant

Storage areas ..................................................... Unidentifiable drums, extended exposure to
weather conditions, tank corrosion, open
containers.

Benzene, toluene, xylene, pyrene, and other
volatile organics, solvents.

Equipment usage ............................................... Malfunctioning equipment, stockpiled obsolete
equipment.

Oil, grease, lead

Above ground storage tanks .............................. Installation problems, spills, external corrosion
and structural failure.

Fuel oil and various chemicals.

Table AA–4 above shows the
potential pollutants that could end up
in storm water runoff if the activities
typically found at a fabricating facility
are not handled properly. Many of the
fabricating facilities in the group
application indicated several of the
activities listed as a part of the normal
operations carried out at the facility.
Many of the pollutants involved in these
activities are potentially of concern if
exposed to precipitation and storm
water runoff. Consideration of control
measures is needed to assure that the
activities minimize exposure to the
potential pollutants of concern as it
relates to each activity identified and
control the potential sources that may
generate pollutants as part of the
management practices used.

5. Special Conditions
The permit conditions that apply to

the fabricated metals industry build
upon the base permit requirements set
forth in the front of today’s permit. The
discussion that follows, therefore, only
addresses conditions that differ from
those base requirements.

Due to the concern that many non-
storm water discharges may be present
at metal fabricators, EPA is requiring
that all facilities provide proof that
these discharges are not commingled
and are appropriately controlled so as to
protect all receiving waters.

Today’s permit clarifies in Part
XI.AA.2. (Prohibition of Non-storm
Water Discharges) that non-storm water
discharges, including metal fabricator
operations, are not authorized by this
section. The operators of such non-
storm water discharges must obtain
coverage under a separate National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permit if discharged to waters
of the United States or through a
municipal separate storm sewer system.
In a related requirement under the storm
water pollution prevention plan
requirements, the permittee is required
to attach a copy of the NPDES permit
issued for metal acid baths, sludge
disposal, scrap disposal or recycling or,
if an NPDES permit has not yet been

issued, a copy of the pending
application plan. Facilities that pretreat
and discharge the waste water into a
POTW system must notify the operator
and a copy of the notification must be
attached to the plan. With regard to all
the acid baths, wash waters, and any
other non-storm water discharges must
be considered in the plan. Some
facilities may use retention ponds,
recycling, collecting and hauling as
methods of disposal. Other facilities
discharge into separate storm sewer
systems. In these instances, the facility
is required to attach the disposal plans
and operations to the plan.

6. Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan Requirements

Each storm water pollution
prevention plan must stipulate
activities, materials, and physical
features of the facility that may
contribute pollutants to storm water
runoff or, during periods of dry weather,
result in dry weather flows. The metals
fabricating industry plan focuses
primarily on storage areas, unloading
and loading areas, and any other areas
where outside operations occur.

Under the description of measures
and controls in the storm water
pollution prevention plan requirements,
facilities are required to address the
identified pollutant sources by
identifying and implementing
appropriate storm water pollution
management controls. Such controls
much address the areas listed below, as
appropriate.

a. Facility Areas to be Addressed in
the Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan.

(1) Metal Fabricating Areas. These
areas should be kept clean by frequent
sweeping to avoid heavy accumulation
of steel ingots, fines, and scrap. Dust is
a byproduct of many processes in the
fabricating areas and therefore should be
absorbed through a vacuum system to
avoid accumulation on roof tops and
onto the ground. Tracking of metal dusts
and metal fines outdoors may be
minimized by employing these
management practices: sweep on a

regular basis all accessible paved areas;
maintain floors in a clean and dry
condition; remove waste and dispose of
regularly; remove obsolete equipment
expeditiously; sweep fabrication areas;
and train employees on good
housekeeping measures.

(2) Storage Areas for Raw Metal. The
storage of raw materials should be under
a covered area whenever possible and
protected from contact with the ground.
The amount of material stored should be
minimized to avoid corrosive activity
from long-term exposed materials.
Diking or berming the area to prevent or
minimize runon may be considered.
Long-term exposure to weather
conditions results in oxidation of the
metals. Also, dirt, oil, and grease
buildup on the metal are potential
sources of pollutants. The following
measures should be considered: check
raw metals for corrosion; keep area neat
and orderly, stack neatly on pallets or
off the ground; and cover exposed
materials.

(3) Receiving, Unloading, and Loading
Areas. These areas should be enclosed
where feasible using either curbing,
berming, diking or other accepted
containment systems in case of spills
during delivery of chemicals such as
lubricants, coolants, rust preventatives,
solvents, oil, sodium hydroxide,
hydrochloric acid, calcium chloride,
polymers, sulfuric acid, and other
chemicals used in the metal fabricating
processes. Directing roof down spouts
away from loading sites and equipment
and onto grassy or vegetated areas
should help prevent storm water
contamination by pollutants that have
accumulated in these areas. The
following measures should be
considered: clean up spills immediately;
check for leaks and remedy problems
regularly; and unload under covered
areas when possible.

(4) Storage of Heavy Equipment.
Vehicles should be stored indoors when
possible. If stored outdoors the use of
gravel, concrete or other porous surfaces
should be considered to minimize or
prevent heavy equipment from creating
ditches or other conveyances that would


