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facilities will be able to use the
alternative certification for indicator
parameters such as TSS and BOD. This
certification option is not applicable to
compliance monitoring requirements
associated with effluent limitations.
EPA does not expect facilities to be able
to exercise this certification for
indicator parameters, such as TSS and
BOD.

c. Reporting Requirements. Permittees
are required to submit all monitoring
results obtained during the second and
fourth year of permit coverage within 3
months of the conclusion of each year.
For each outfall, one signed Discharge
Monitoring Report Form must be
submitted per storm event sampled. For
facilities conducting monitoring beyond
the minimum requirements an
additional Discharge Monitoring Report
Form must be filed for each analysis.

d. Sample Type. All discharge data
shall be reported for grab samples. All
such samples shall be collected from the
discharge resulting from a storm event
that is greater than 0.1 inches in
magnitude and that occurs at least 72
hours from the previously measurable
(greater than 0.1 inch rainfall) storm
event. The 72-hour storm event interval
is waived where the preceding
measurable storm event did not result in
a measurable discharge from the facility.
The required 72-hour storm event
interval may also be waived where the
permittee documents that less than a 72-
hour interval is representative for local
storm events during the season when
sampling is being conducted. The grab
sample shall be taken during the first 30
minutes of the discharge. If the
collection of a grab sample during the
first 30 minutes is impracticable, a grab
sample can be taken during the first
hour of the discharge, and the
discharger shall submit with the
monitoring report a description of why
a grab sample during the first 30
minutes was impracticable. If storm
water discharges associated with
industrial activity commingle with
process or nonprocess water, then
where practicable permittees must
attempt to sample the storm water
discharge before it mixes with the non-
storm water discharge.

e. Representative Discharge. When a
facility has two or more outfalls that,
based on a consideration of industrial
activity, significant materials, and
management practices and activities
within the area drained by the outfall,
the permittee reasonably believes
discharge substantially identical
effluents, the permittee may test the
effluent of one of such outfalls and
report that the quantitative data also
applies to the substantially identical

outfall(s) provided that the permittee
includes in the storm water pollution
prevention plan a description of the
location of the outfalls and explains in
detail why the outfalls are expected to
discharge substantially identical
effluent. In addition, for each outfall
that the permittee believes is
representative, an estimate of the size of
the drainage area (in square feet) and an
estimate of the runoff coefficient of the
drainage area [e.g., low (under 40
percent), medium (40 to 65 percent), or
high (above 65 percent)] shall be
provided in the plan.

f. Quarterly Visual Examination of
Storm Water Quality. All automobile
salvage yard facilities are required to
conduct quarterly visual examinations
of storm water discharges from each
outfall. The examination of storm water
grab samples shall include any
observations of color, odor, clarity,
floating solids, settled solids, suspended
solids, foam, oil sheen, or other obvious
indicators of storm water pollution. The
examination must be conducted in a
well lit area. No analytical tests are
required to be performed on these
samples. The examinations must be of a
grab sample collected from each storm
water outfall.

The examination must be made at
least once in each of the following three-
month periods: January through March,
April through June, July through
September, and October through
December. The examinations shall be
made during daylight unless there is
insufficient rainfall or snow-melt to
runoff. Whenever practicable, the same
individual should carry out the
collection and examination of
discharges throughout the life of the
permit to ensure the greatest degree of
consistency possible. Grab samples shall
be collected within the first 30 minutes
(or as soon thereafter as practical, but
not to exceed 1 hour) of when the runoff
begins discharging. Reports of the visual
examination include: the examination
date and time, examination personnel,
visual quality of the storm water
discharge, and probable sources of any
observed storm water contamination.
The visual examination reports must be
maintained onsite with the pollution
prevention plan.

When a discharger is unable to collect
samples over the course of the visual
examination period as a result of
adverse climatic conditions, the
discharger must document the reason
for not performing the visual
examination and retain this
documentation onsite with the records
of the visual examinations. Adverse
weather conditions which may prohibit
the collection of samples include

weather conditions that create
dangerous conditions for personnel
(such as local flooding, high winds,
hurricane, tornadoes, electrical storms,
etc.) or otherwise make the collection of
a sample impracticable (drought,
extended frozen conditions, etc.).

EPA realizes that if a facility is
inactive and unstaffed it may be
difficult to collect storm water discharge
samples when a qualifying event occurs.
Today’s final permit has been revised so
that inactive, unstaffed facilities can
exercise a waiver of the requirement to
conduct quarterly visual examination.

EPA believes that this quick and
simple assessment will allow the
permittee to approximate the
effectiveness of his/her plan on a regular
basis at very little cost. Although the
visual examination cannot assess the
chemical properties of the storm water
discharged from the site, the
examination will provide meaningful
results upon which the facility may act
quickly. The frequency of this visual
examination will also allow for timely
adjustments to be made to the plan. If
BMPs are performing ineffectively,
corrective action must be implemented.
A set of tracking or follow-up
procedures must be used to ensure that
appropriate actions are taken in
response to the examinations. The
visual examination is intended to be
performed by members of the pollution
prevention team. This hands-on
examination will enhance the staff’s
understanding of the storm water
problems on that site and the effects of
the management practices that are
included in the plan.

N. Storm Water Discharges Associated
With Industrial Activity From Scrap
Recycling and Waste Recycling
Facilities

1. Industry Profile

Specific requirements have been
established for those facilities that are
engaged in the processing, reclaiming
and wholesale distribution of scrap and
recyclable waste materials. As
background, the storm water regulations
define 11 categories of storm water
discharges associated with industrial
activity in 40 CFR 122.26(b)(14).
Category (vi) includes facilities that are
engaged in the recycling of materials,
including metal scrapyards, battery
reclaimers, and salvage yards, including
but limited to those classified Standard
Industrial Classification (SIC) 5093. For
purposes of this section, special
conditions have been included for those
facilities engaged in the reclaiming and
retail/wholesale distribution of used


