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average annual precipitation less than or
equal to 20 inches are required to
perform visual examinations on a
semiannual basis. The examination
must be of a grab sample collected from
each storm water outfall. The
examination of storm water grab
samples shall include any observations
of color, odor, turbidity, floating solids,
foam, oil sheen, or other obvious
indicators of storm water pollution. The
examination must be conducted in a
well lit area. No analytical tests are
required to be performed on these
samples.

The examination must be made at
least once in each designated period
during daylight hours unless there is
insufficient rainfall or snow-melt to
runoff. Whenever practicable, the same
individual should carry out the
collection and examination of
discharges throughout the life of the
permit to ensure the greatest degree of
consistency possible. Examinations
shall be conducted in each of the
following periods for the purposes of
inspecting storm water quality
associated with storm water runoff and
snow melt: January through March;
April through June; July through
September; October through December.
Grab samples shall be collected within
the first 30 minutes (or as soon
thereafter as practical, but not to exceed
1 hour) of when the runoff begins
discharging. Reports of the visual
examination include: the examination
date and time, examination personnel,
visual quality of the storm water
discharge, and probable sources of any
observed storm water contamination.
The visual examination reports must be
maintained onsite with the pollution
prevention plan.

When a discharger is unable to collect
samples over the course of the visual
examination period as a result of
adverse climatic conditions, the
discharger must document the reason
for not performing the visual
examination and retain this
documentation onsite with the records
of the visual examinations. Adverse
weather conditions which may prohibit
the collection of samples include
weather conditions that create
dangerous conditions for personnel
(such as local flooding, high winds,
hurricane, tornadoes, electrical storms,
etc.) or otherwise make the collection of
a sample impracticable (drought,
extended frozen conditions, etc.). For
facilities that have an average annual
precipitation of 20 inches or less or are
designated inactive by SMCRA, EPA
requires semiannual visual
examinations instead of quarterly.

EPA realizes that if a facility is
inactive and unstaffed it may be
difficult to collect storm water discharge
samples when a qualifying event occurs.
Today’s final permit has been revised so
that inactive, unstaffed facilities can
exercise a waiver of the requirement to
conduct quarterly visual examination.

EPA believes that this quick and
simple assessment will help the
permittee to determine the effectiveness
of his/her plan on a regular basis at very
little cost. Although the visual
examination cannot assess the chemical
properties of the storm water discharged
from the site, the examination will
provide meaningful results upon which
the facility may act quickly. The
frequency of this visual examination
will also allow for timely adjustments to
be made to the plan. If BMPs are
performing ineffectively, corrective
action must be implemented. A set of
tracking or follow-up procedures must
be used to ensure that appropriate
actions are taken in response to the
examination. The visual examination is
intended to be performed by members of
the pollution prevention team. This
hands-on examination will enhance the
staff’s understanding of the storm water
problems on that site and the effects of
the management practices that are
included in the plan.

I. Storm Water Discharges Associated
With Industrial Activity From Oil and
Gas Extraction Facilities

1. Industry Profile
On November 16, 1990 (55 FR 47990),

EPA promulgated the regulatory
definition of ‘‘storm water discharges
associated with an industrial activity.’’
This definition includes point source
discharges of storm water from eleven
major categories of facilities, including:
‘‘* * * (iii) facilities classified as
Standard Industrial Classification (SIC)
codes 10 through 14, including * * *
oil and gas exploration, production,
processing, or treatment operations, or
transmission facilities that discharge
storm water contaminated by contact
with or that has come into contact with,
any overburden, raw material,
intermediate products, finished
products, by-products, or waste
products located on the site of such
operations.’’

As stated above and at 40 CFR
122.26(b)(14)(iii), only those oil and gas
facilities that discharge ‘contaminated’
storm water are required to submit
permit applications under the
November 16, 1990, storm water rule.
For oil and gas facilities, contamination
means that there has been a release of
a Reportable Quantity (RQ) of oil or

hazardous substances in storm water
since November 16, 1987 (hereinafter
referred to as ‘an RQ release’). Only
those facilities that have had an RQ
release are required to submit a storm
water permit application.

This section of today’s permit only
covers storm water discharges
associated with industrial activities
from oil and gas exploration,
production, processing, or treatment
operations, or transmission facilities.
Hereinafter, the facilities listed above
will be referred to as ‘‘oil and gas
facilities.’’ Oil and gas facilities eligible
to seek coverage under this section
include the following types of
operations: crude petroleum and natural
gas (SIC Code 1311), natural gas liquids
(SIC Code 1321), drilling oil and gas
wells (SIC Code 1381), oil and gas field
exploration services (SIC Code 1382), oil
and gas field services, not elsewhere
classified (SIC Code 1389).

These industries include the
extraction and production of crude oil,
natural gas, oil sands and shale; the
production of hydrocarbon liquids and
natural gas from coal; and associated oil
field service, supply and repair
industries. Many of the oil field service
facilities may also manufacture oil field
equipment. Discharges associated with
these manufacturing activities shall be
covered by this section if the primary
activity of the facility is grouped under
Major SIC Group 13.

Pursuant to Section 311 of the Clean
Water Act and Section 102 of the
Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act (CERCLA), RQs were established for
oil and hazardous substances. As
defined at 40 CFR Part 110, an RQ is
‘‘the amount of oil that violates
applicable water quality standards or
causes a film or sheen upon or a
discoloration of the surface of the water
or adjoining shorelines or causes a
sludge or emulsion to be deposited
beneath the surface of the water or upon
adjoining shorelines.’’ The RQs for other
substances are listed in 40 CFR 117.3
and 302.4 in terms of pounds released
over any 24-hour period.

Discharges covered by this section
include all storm water discharges from
facilities which have had an RQ release
where precipitation and storm water
runon come into contact with
significant materials including, but not
limited to, drilling and production
equipment and other machinery, raw
materials, waste products, by-products,
finished products, stored materials, and
fuels. This includes storm water
discharges from access roads, and rail
lines used or traveled by carriers of raw
materials, manufactured products, waste


