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The United States produced 71.3
million pounds of papayas in 1993.
Papayas are produced commercially on
approximately 300 farms, the majority
of which are in Hawaii. Nearly 65
percent of those farms are owned by
individuals whose major occupation is
not farming, while the balance are
operated by individuals whose major
occupation is farming. All of the farms
are considered to be small entities
according to Small Business
Administration (SBA) size standards.

The United States imported 31.3
million pounds of papayas, valued at
$8,883,000, in 1993. Most of the
imported papayas came from Mexico
(66.6 percent), Jamaica (14.4 percent),
and Belize (13.7 percent). The United
States exported 16.7 million pounds of
fresh papayas, worth $14,245,000, in
1993. The major importers were Japan
(73.4 percent) and Canada (24.6
percent). Almost all exports of
domestically grown papayas are from
Hawaii, while all imports of foreign-
origin papayas come into the
continental United States.

The total annual production of
papayas in Belize is approximately 4.5
million pounds. Its current exports
account for about 4.2 million pounds.
The additional amount expected to be
exported to the United States will be
approximately 300,000 pounds of fresh
papayas. Even if all the available supply
were exported to the United States, it
will increase the U.S. supply of papayas
by only about 0.34 percent. A 0.34
percent increase in supply is unlikely to
have any impact on prices or on
producers or consumers.

Cantaloupes From Brazil
The United States produced about

1,910 million pounds of cantaloupes,
with a total value of $310 million, in
1993. Cantaloupes are produced
commercially on about 7,500 farms,
nearly 97 percent of which are
considered to be small entities,
according to SBA size standards. The
United States is a net importer of
cantaloupes. Imports totaled
approximately 458 million pounds of
cantaloupes. The major sources of
imported cantaloupes include Mexico
(32.8 percent), Honduras (26 percent),
Costa Rica (17.5 percent), Guatemala (16
percent), and the Dominican Republic
(2.8 percent). There were 116 million
pounds of cantaloupes exported from
the United States in 1993, of which
nearly 95 percent went to Canada, while
about 4 percent went to Mexico.

The commercial production of
cantaloupe is in the infant stage in
Brazil. Most of the Brazilian production
is concentrated in the states of Rio

Grande do Norte and São Paulo.
Production occurs mainly during the
months of October through March,
while U.S. production occurs during the
months of May through September.
Thus, any export from Brazil will be
supplementary to, rather than
competitive with, the U.S. supply. Total
production of cantaloupes in Brazil was
about 5,000 metric tons, or 11 million
pounds, in 1994. Currently all
cantaloupe production in Brazil is for
domestic consumption. However, even
if all Brazilian production were to be
exported to the United States, the U.S.
cantaloupe supply will increase by less
than 0.5 percent. Because this final rule
will allow the importation of cantaloupe
from only part of Brazil—that area
considered by APHIS to be free of the
South American cucurbit fly—any
increase in the U.S. cantaloupe supply
will be even smaller. Such an increase
will not be expected to impact U.S.
producer prices.

Ya Pear From the Peoples Republic of
China

The United States produced 860,000
metric tons (1,895 million pounds) of
pears in 1993. The United States is a net
exporter of pears, having exported 244
million pounds and imported 143
million pounds in 1993. Most of the
pears imported into the United States
came from Chile (57.3 percent),
Argentina (30.4 percent), South Africa
(6.1 percent), and New Zealand (3.9
percent). The main importers of U.S.
pears are Canada (32.9 percent) and
Mexico (34.9 percent), with the
remaining quantities distributed among
45 destinations. There are
approximately 9,800 farms producing
pears in the United States, about 98
percent of which are considered to be
small entities, according to SBA size
standards.

China produced about 30,000 metric
tons (or 66 million pounds) of Ya pears
in 1993. It exported about 5,700 metric
tons (or 12,562,800 pounds). Exports are
to several countries in Europe, the
Middle East, and Southeast Asia. The
Ya pears that will be imported from the
Peoples Republic of China are of a
different variety than pears produced in
the United States; because they are
considered to be different products, they
are not expected to be competitive with
domestically grown pears.

Litchi From the Peoples Republic of
China

The U.S. produced about 700,000
pounds of Litchi in 1993. There are 205
farms that produced litchi, most of
which are considered to be small
entities according to SBA criteria.

China produced approximately 27,000
metric tons (or 59.5 million pounds) of
litchi in 1994, exporting about 25
percent (about 15 million pounds) of its
production. Most of China’s litchi
exports went to several countries in
Western Europe, the Middle East, and
Southeast Asia, as well as to Canada.
What proportion of China’s domestic
litchi production will be exported to the
United States is not clear. In the event
that a significant proportion of China’s
production is exported to the United
States, U.S. producers will most likely
be negatively impacted in the short run,
since the increased supply will drive
the market price of litchi down. U.S.
consumers, on the other hand, will
benefit from the lower price as well as
the increased choice. In the long run, as
a result of foreign competition in the
U.S. litchi market, more competitive
and cost-effective producers may
emerge. Lower prices may also result in
an increased demand for litchi. Which
of these effects will outweigh the other
cannot be stated definitely.

Basil From Ecuador and El Salvador

The United States imported 5,397,091
pounds of fresh or dried basil in 1993
(the ratio of fresh to dried cannot be
ascertained). The major sources of
import were Egypt (77.7 percent),
Mexico (16.1 percent), France (2.2
percent), and Taiwan (1.2 percent). No
information was obtained on potential
production and imports of basil from
Ecuador and El Salvador.

Pak Choi From Jamaica

There are no published data on the
U.S. production of pak choi and no
record of trade. Jamaica’s current
production of pak choi is estimated to
be 3,825 metric tons (8.43 million
pounds). Most production takes place
between January and April. Although
the exact amount that will be shipped
to the United States is not known,
approximately 50–75 percent of total
production is expected to be exported to
the United States. This is expected to
expand the variety of choices available
to vegetable consumers.

Chives From Israel

Israel produces approximately 100
metric tons of chives. Production takes
place mainly from October to the end of
March. Currently about 95 percent of
production is exported to Europe. About
20 to 40 metric tons is expected to be
exporter to the United States. Both
producer prices and consumer prices
will likely be unaffected by the
importation of chives from Israel.


