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Alabama’s applications for these
program revisions meet all of the
statutory and regulatory requirements
established by RCRA. Accordingly,
Alabama is granted final authorization
to operate its hazardous waste program
as revised.

Alabama now has responsibility for
permitting treatment, storage, and
disposal facilities within its borders and
carrying out other aspects of the RCRA
program, subject to the limitations of its
program revision application and
previously approved authorities.
Alabama also has primary enforcement
responsibilities, although EPA retains
the right to conduct inspections under
Section 3007 of RCRA and to take
enforcement actions under Section
3008, 3013, and 7003 of RCRA.

Compliance With Executive Order
12866

The Office of Management and Budget
has exempted this rule from the
requirements of Section 6 of Executive
Order 12866.

Certification Under the Regulatory
Flexibility Act

Pursuant to the provisions of 5 U.S.C.
605(b), I hereby certify that this
authorization will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities. This
authorization effectively suspends the
applicability of certain Federal
regulations in favor of Alabama’s
program, thereby eliminating
duplicative requirements for handlers of
hazardous waste in the State. It does not
impose any new burdens on small
entities. This rule, therefore, does not
require a regulatory flexibility analysis.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 271

Administrative practice and
procedure, Confidential business
information, Hazardous materials
transportation, Hazardous waste, Indian
lands, Intergovernmental relations,
Penalties, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Water pollution control,
Water supply.

Authority: This notice is issued under the
authority of Sections 2002(a), 3006, and
7004(b) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act as
amended (42 U.S.C. 6912(a), 6926, 6974(b)).

Dated: August 4, 1995.
John H. Hankinson, Jr.,
Regional Administrator.
[FR Doc. 95–20009 Filed 8–11–95; 8:45 am]
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Customer-Owned Service Lines

AGENCY: Research and Special Programs
Administration (RSPA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This action requires operators
of gas service lines who do not maintain
buried customer piping up to building
walls or certain other locations to notify
their customers of the need to maintain
that piping. Congress directed DOT to
take this action in view of service line
accidents. By advising customers of the
need to maintain their buried gas
piping, the notices may reduce the risk
of further accidents.
EFFECTIVE DATE: September 13, 1995.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: L.
M. Furrow, (202) 366–2392, regarding
the content of this document, or the
Dockets Unit (202) 366–4453 for copies
of this final rule or other material in the
docket.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

A. Customer Piping

RSPA’s gas pipeline safety standards
(49 CFR Part 192) apply to the
distribution of gas up to the end of a
pipeline operator’s service line. A
service line, as defined in § 192.3, is a
distribution line that begins at a
common source of supply, usually a
main, transmission line, or gathering
line. The end of a service line is a
customer meter or a connection to a
customer’s piping, whichever is farther
downstream. If there is no meter, the
connection to a customer’s piping marks
the end of a service line. A customer is
any person who contracts with an
operator to receive gas for consumption.

Customer’s piping (or customer piping)
refers to piping not owned by an
operator through which a customer
receives gas.

When operators install customer
meters, they usually install them
outdoors next to the building that
houses the customer’s principal gas
utilization equipment. If that equipment
is not inside a building, the meter may
be installed next to the equipment.
Either of these installations may leave
only a short segment of exterior
customer piping between the end of the
operator’s service line and the building
or equipment. Sometimes, however,
operators install customer meters farther
away from buildings or equipment,
perhaps at a private property line or
fence. The result is a much longer
length of exterior customer piping.

Regardless of length, customer piping
downstream from an operator’s service
line is not subject to the maintenance
standards of Part 192. However,
according to the National
Transportation Safety Board, twenty-
two states now require operators to
monitor portions of customer piping.
Also, many operators voluntarily
maintain customer piping up to
building walls. Still, for much customer
piping, maintenance is the
responsibility of customers or piping
owners, not operators of service lines. In
this regard, RSPA is preparing a report
on the safety of customer piping located
downstream from service lines to see if
there is a need for further legislative or
regulatory action. The report is required
by section 115(b) of the Pipeline Safety
Act of 1992 (Pub. L. 102–508; 106 Stat.
3296).

B. Statutory Mandate

During a 7-month period beginning
September 16, 1988, a series of five
service line accidents killed four people
and injured 16 others in Kansas and
Missouri. The accidents happened on
service lines supplying gas to homes
and were due to corrosion and other
causes. As a result, Congress became
concerned about the safety of gas piping
leading up to buildings. Congress felt
that customers of distribution pipeline
operators may not understand the need
for basic maintenance of customer
piping.

Therefore, as provided by 49 U.S.C.
§ 60113(a) (formerly section 18(b) of the


