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minimum of 25 hours of ground training
and 15 hours of flight training as found
in appendix H, section 8. This proposal
would eliminate the option in appendix
H to include up to 5 hours of supervised
PIC practice. The ground training
requirements would be clarified and
expanded to include: (1) Agricultural
aircraft operations; (2) safe operating
procedures for handling and dispensing
agricultural and industrial chemicals,
including operating in and around
congested areas; and (3) applicable
provisions of part 137. The flight
training requirements would be clarified
to include training on maneuvers and
procedures applicable to agricultural
aircraft operations.

The proposed course on rotorcraft
external-load operations would
continue to require a minimum of 10
hours of ground training and 15 hours
of flight training, as found in current
appendix H, section 9. The ground
training requirements would be clarified
to include: (1) Rotorcraft external-load
operations; (2) safe operating procedures
for external-load operation, including
operating in and around congested
areas; and (3) applicable provisions of
part 133. The flight training
requirements would be clarified to
include training on maneuvers and
procedures applicable to external-load
operations.

The FAA proposes to establish basic
criteria for a test pilot course. The
proposed course requirements would
include ground training on the
following: (1) Aircraft maintenance,
quality assurance, and certification test
flight operations; (2) safe operating
practices and procedures for performing
aircraft maintenance, quality assurance,
and certification test flight operations;
(3) appropriate parts of the FAR that
pertain to aircraft maintenance, quality
assurance, and certification tests; and
(4) test pilot duties and responsibilities.
The minimum number of hours required
for the ground training would be
approved by the FAA Flight Standards
District Office (FSDO). The course
would also require a minimum of 15
hours of flight training on test pilot
duties and responsibilities. However, in
accordance with proposed § 141.55, a
school may submit a syllabus that is less
than the minimum hours.

The FAA proposes to establish
minimum criteria for special operations
courses, including pipeline patrol,
shoreline patrol, and aerial
photography. The criteria in appendix K
would be general. The specifics of each
course would be approved by the FAA
FSDO. The intent of the proposal is to
provide an incentive and flexibility for
part 141 pilot schools to develop

specialized courses and improve
business opportunities.

The FAA proposes to revise the pilot
refresher course in appendix H, section
7. The course would continue to require
4 hours of ground training and 6 hours
of flight training. The proposed course
would not specifically include the
current option for up to 2 hours of the
6 hours to be directed solo practice, but
would permit the school more flexibility
in designing a syllabus that best fits the
student’s needs. The ground training
requirements would include: (1)
Aeronautical knowledge areas that are
applicable to the student’s pilot
certificate level, aircraft category and
class rating, or instrument rating, as
appropriate; (2) safe operating pilot
practices and procedures; and (3)
applicable provisions of parts 61 and 91
for pilots. The flight training
requirements would be clarified to
include flight training on the approved
areas of operation that are applicable to
level of the student’s pilot certificate,
aircraft category and class rating, or
instrument rating, as appropriate, for
performing pilot-in-command duties
and responsibilities.

On April 6, 1994, the FAA issued
amendment No. 61–95, ‘‘Renewal of
Flight Instructor Certificates’’ (59 FR
17646). In that final rule, the FAA
revised § 61.197(c) by deleting the
current 24-hour requirements for an
approved flight instructor refresher
course. In light of that final rule action,
the FAA is proposing similar
rulemaking action in this notice to
parallel amendment No. 61–95. In this
appendix, the FAA proposes
establishing a flight instructor refresher
course that would require ground
training, flight training, or any
combination of ground and flight
training similar amendment No. 61–95.
The ground training would include the:
(1) Aeronautical knowledge areas of part
61 that apply to student, recreational,
private, and commercial pilot
certificates and instrument ratings; (2)
aeronautical knowledge areas that apply
to flight instructors; (3) safe pilot
operating practices and procedures,
including airport operations and
operating in the National Airspace
System (NAS); and (4) applicable
provisions of parts 61 and 91 that apply
to holders of pilot and flight instructor
certificates. The flight training course
would include a review of: (1) The
approved areas of operations that are
applicable to student, recreational,
private, and commercial pilot
certificates and instrument ratings; and
(2) the necessary skills, competency,
and proficiency for performing flight
instructor duties and responsibilities.

In addition, the FAA proposes to
establish criteria for ground instructor
refresher courses. The proposed
contents of this course would require
ground training on the following: (1)
Aeronautical knowledge areas of part 61
that apply to student, recreational,
private, and commercial pilot
certificates and instrument ratings; (2)
aeronautical knowledge of areas that
apply to ground instructor certificates;
(3) safe pilot operating practices and
procedures, including airport operations
and operating in the NAS; and (4)
applicable provisions of parts 61 and 91
that apply to pilots and ground
instructor certificates.

23. Appendix L—Pilot Ground School
Course

The FAA proposes to revise existing
appendix G, ‘‘Pilot Ground School
Course,’’ and move it to proposed
appendix L. The current provision to
permit stage and end-of-course tests to
be credited toward the overall training
course requirements would not be
specifically included in the revised
appendix. However, the FAA has
elected to remain silent on the
maximum time that may be credited for
stage and end-of-course tests for the
same reasons previously stated in the
earlier discussions of appendixes A, B,
C, and D.

D. Section by Section Discussion of Part
1—Definitions and Abbreviations

The FAA proposes to clarify and
redefine certain definitions in part 1.
The intent of this proposal is to ensure
more consistent use of terms throughout
the text of parts 61 and 141. The terms
to be clarified include:

1. Balloon means:
Balloon is an aircraft that is not

engine driven, but sustains flight with
either gas buoyancy or with an airborne
heater.

The term, ‘‘balloon’’ would replace
the term ‘‘free balloon.’’ The term
‘‘balloon’’ will include gas balloons and
balloons with an airborne heater. The
FAA believes the term ‘‘balloon’’ is
more descriptive in defining this class
of aircraft.

This definition coincides with the
FAA proposal to delete references to the
phrase ‘‘hot air balloon without airborne
heaters’’ throughout part 61, and
classify balloons as ‘‘gas balloons’’ and
‘‘balloons with airborne heaters.’’ The
phrase ‘‘hot air balloon without an
airborne heater’’ is a balloon that was in
existence at one time, but is no longer
available. Accordingly, the FAA would
establish separate practical tests for ‘‘gas
balloon’’ and tests in ‘‘balloons with
airborne heaters.’’ Administratively, this


