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1 Spent nuclear fuel is fuel that has been
withdrawn from a nuclear reactor following
irradiation, the constituent elements of which have
not been separated by reprocessing.

2 High-level radioactive waste is the highly
radioactive material resulting from reprocessing of
spent nuclear fuel. It includes liquid waste
produced directly in reprocessing and any solid
material derived from such liquid waste that
contains fission products in sufficient
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Written Comments and Toll-Free
Facsimile Number

Written comments and requests may
be mailed or sent by facsimile to Wendy
R. Dixon at the address or toll-free
facsimile number listed above

Toll-Free Telephone Line
All interested parties are invited to

record their comments or request
information on the scope of the EIS by
calling a toll-free telephone number, 1–
800–967–3477. Throughout the public
scoping period, this number will be
staffed between the hours of 9 a.m. to
9 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Monday
through Friday. During other hours,
calls will be forwarded to an answering
machine.

Electronic Mail
Comments and information requests

may be submitted by electronic mail to
the following Internet electronic mail
address: ymp—eisr@notes.ymp.gov.

Internet
The public may access the Notice of

Intent, request information, and provide
comments via the World Wide Web at
the following Uniform Resource Locator
address: http://www.ymp.gov, under
the listing Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) on the Yucca Mountain
Project Home Page. When available, the
EIS and other selected technical
documents may also be accessed at this
Uniform Resource Locator address.

Scoping Meetings
DOE will hold 15 public scoping

meetings in cities throughout the United
States to provide and discuss
information and to receive comments on
the scope of this EIS. Table 1 at the end
of this Notice lists the specific locations,
dates, and times for each scoping
meeting. Persons wishing to speak at
any of these meetings can pre-register
up to two days before the meeting by:
(1) Calling the toll-free telephone
number 1–800–967–3477, (2) writing to
Wendy R. Dixon at the address listed
above, or (3) sending their request to
pre-register by facsimile or electronic
mail, as identified above.

Persons wishing to speak who have
not registered in advance can register at
each meeting. These ‘‘walk-in
registrants’’ will be accommodated to
the extent practicable, following those
persons who have pre-registered. Only
one spokesperson per organization,
group, or agency may present comments
on its behalf. Oral statements will be
limited to ten minutes; however, written
comments can be of any length and
submitted any time during the scoping
period.

Each of the 15 public scoping
meetings will have either a morning or
afternoon session, and an evening
session. Morning sessions will begin at
8:30 a.m. and end at 12:30 p.m., and
afternoon sessions will begin at 12:00
p.m. and end at 4:00 p.m. Evening
sessions will begin at 6:00 p.m. and end
about 10:00 p.m. If additional time is
required in order to accommodate all
speakers wishing to present oral
comments, the meeting facilitator will
consult with the audience and DOE staff
and determine whether to continue the
meeting past the scheduled ending time.
A court reporter will record all portions
of the scoping meetings, and transcripts
will be prepared and made a part of the
official record of the scoping process.

Each session will have an
introductory presentation, a question
and answer period, and a public
comment segment. A facilitator will
begin the introductory presentation of
each session by explaining the scoping
meeting format. DOE staff will provide
a brief description (lasting
approximately 30–45 minutes) of the
repository program, the EIS, and the
scoping process. The question and
answer period (lasting approximately 45
minutes) will provide members of the
public an opportunity to ask questions
and discuss various aspects of the
repository and to obtain additional
information that may be useful in
formulating opinions and comments.
Each member of the public will be
allowed five minutes to ask questions.
The meeting facilitator may allow extra
time for additional questions depending
on the number of people present who
have indicated their desire to participate
during the question and answer period.
The meeting facilitator will begin the
public comment portion of the scoping
meeting after the question and answer
period. At this time, members of the
public will provide their comments on
the scope of the EIS.

Each public scoping meeting also will
have a separate information room
containing exhibits and informational
handouts about the repository program
and the EIS. DOE and contractor staff
will be available throughout the day to
answer questions in an informal setting.
A table with blank comment cards will
also be available for people to privately
prepare and submit written comments
on the scope of the EIS. These comment
cards will be included in the formal
record of each scoping meeting.

Subsequent Document Preparation
Results of scoping, including the

transcripts from the question and
answer periods and public comment
segments, and all other oral and written

comments received by DOE, will be
summarized in the EIS Implementation
Plan. This Plan will guide the
preparation of the EIS, and will describe
the planned scope and content of the
EIS, record the results of the scoping
process, and contain EIS activity
schedules. As a ‘‘living document,’’ the
Implementation Plan may be amended
as needed to incorporate changes in
schedules, alternatives, or EIS content.

The Implementation Plan will be
available to the public for information
purposes as soon as possible after the
close of the public scoping process, and
before issuing the Draft EIS. The
Implementation Plan and the transcripts
from the public scoping meetings will
be available for inspection at major DOE
facilities and public reading rooms in
Nevada and across the country, as
identified at the end of this Notice.
Copies of the Implementation Plan, as
well as the Draft and Final EIS and
related comments, will be provided to
anyone requesting copies of these
documents.

Availability of the Draft EIS for public
review, and the locations and times of
public hearings on the Draft EIS, will be
announced in the Federal Register and
through local media (approximately in
the Fall of 1998). After considering all
public comments received on the Draft
EIS, DOE will prepare and issue a Final
EIS, followed thereafter by a Record of
Decision (approximately in the Fall of
2000).

Background
Spent nuclear fuel 1 has been and is

being generated and stored in the
United States as part of commercial
power generation. The accumulation of
spent nuclear fuel from commercial
power reactor operations in the United
States probably will continue for several
decades. There are 109 operating
commercial facilities at 75 sites in 34
States where spent nuclear fuel is
stored. By the year 2035, total spent
nuclear fuel from power reactors will
amount to about 85,000 metric tons of
heavy metal (i.e., metric tons of heavy
metal, typically uranium, without
materials such as cladding, alloy and
structural materials) (MTHM).

Spent nuclear fuel and high-level
radioactive waste 2, generated from


