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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Kimberly Bingham, Regulatory Planning
and Development Section, Air Programs
Branch, Air, Pesticides & Toxics
Management Division, Region 4
Environmental Protection Agency, 345
Courtland Street, NE., Atlanta, Georgia
30365. The telephone number is
(404)347–3555 extension 4195.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Implementation of the CAA will require
small businesses to comply with
specific regulations in order for areas to
attain and maintain the national
ambient air quality standards (NAAQS)
and reduce the emission of air toxics. In
anticipation of the impact of these
requirements on small businesses, the
CAA requires that states adopt a
PROGRAM, and submit this PROGRAM
as a revision to the federally approved
SIP. In addition, the CAA directs the
EPA to oversee the small business
assistance program and report to
Congress on their implementation. The
requirements for establishing a
PROGRAM are set out in section 507 of
title V of the CAA and the EPA guidance
document Guidelines for the
Implementation of Section 507 of the
1990 Clean Air Act Amendments. In
order to gain full approval, the state
submittal must provide for each of the
following PROGRAM elements: (1) the
establishment of a Small Business
Assistance Program to provide technical
and compliance assistance to small
businesses; (2) the establishment of a
state Small Business Ombudsman to
represent the interests of small
businesses in the regulatory process;
and (3) the creation of a Compliance
Advisory Panel (CAP) to determine and
report on the overall effectiveness of the
SBAP. The plan must also determine the
eligibility of small business stationary
sources for assistance in the PROGRAM.
The plan includes the duties, funding
and schedule of implementation for the
three PROGRAM components.

Section 507 (a) and (e) of the CAA set
forth requirements the State must meet
to have an approvable PROGRAM. The
Commonwealth of Kentucky has
addressed these requirements and
established a PROGRAM as described
below.

1. Small Business Assistance Program
(SBAP)

Kentucky has established a
mechanism to implement the following
six requirements set forth in section 507
of title V of the CAA:

A. The establishment of adequate
mechanisms for developing, collecting
and coordinating information
concerning compliance methods and
technologies for small business

stationary sources, and programs to
encourage lawful cooperation among
such sources and other persons to
further comply with the CAA;

B. The establishment of adequate
mechanisms for assisting small business
stationary sources with pollution
prevention and accidental release
detection and prevention, including
providing information concerning
alternative technologies, process
changes, products and methods of
operation that help reduce air pollution;

C. The development of a compliance
and technical assistance program for
small business stationary sources which
assist small businesses in determining
applicable permit requirements under
the CAA in a timely and efficient
manner;

D. The development of adequate
mechanisms to assure that small
business stationary sources receive
notice of their rights under the CAA in
such manner and form as to assure
reasonably adequate time for such
sources to evaluate compliance methods
and any relevant or applicable proposed
or final regulation or standards issued
under the CAA;

E. The development of adequate
mechanisms for informing small
business stationary sources of their
obligations under the CAA, including
mechanisms for referring such sources
to qualified auditors, or at the option of
the State, for providing audits of the
operations of such sources to determine
compliance with the CAA; and

F. The development of procedures for
consideration of requests from a small
business stationary source for
modification of (A) any work practice or
technological method of compliance, or
(B) the schedule of milestones for
implementing such work practice or
method of compliance preceding any
applicable compliance date, based on
the technological and financial
capability of any such small business
stationary source.

The Commonwealth of Kentucky
Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection Cabinet has charged the
Kentucky Division for Air Quality with
the responsibility of implementing the
Small Business Assistance Program
(SBAP). The division will contract
several of the assistance activities with
the University of Kentucky. The
Division has identified specific
employees to serve as contact points
between the University, other Division
programs, the office of the ombudsman,
and the Compliance Advisory Panel.
The Division assures that the SBAP will
have computerized access to EPA
sponsored electronic bulletin boards
and hotlines such as EPA’s Control

Technology Center, Office of Pollution
Prevention, and Technology Transfer
Network.

The Division will provide information
concerning compliance methods and
technologies for small business
stationary sources to operators and
owners of small businesses. This will be
accomplished through cooperation and
interaction with the Kentucky Economic
Development Cabinet, the Chamber of
Commerce, various trade associations,
and other appropriate groups. An
information clearinghouse will be
established to provide information
concerning pollution prevention and/or
accidental release detection and
prevention programs which include
information regarding alternative
technologies, process changes, products,
and methods of operation that reduce
air pollution. Small businesses will be
able to access information regarding
their rights under the CAA, permitting
procedures, applicable fees, when and
where to apply for permits, enforcement
processes, etc.

The Division is responsible for
maintaining a Toll-Free hotline
accessible to small businesses during
normal business hours and will develop
easily understood brochures describing
rights and obligations under the CAA
and new regulatory requirements and
developments which might affect a
small source. In addition, the SBAP will
distribute information to small
businesses through industry groups,
trade associations, local chambers of
commerce, and other organizations
involved with small businesses. An on-
site audit program will be developed in
cooperation with the University of
Kentucky to be utilized at the request of
sources to evaluate work practices,
compliance monitoring procedures and
record keeping procedures. The
Division will also develop procedures
for consideration of requests from a
source with regards to modification of
work practices, compliance methods or
implementation schedules.

2. Ombudsman
Section 507(a)(3) of the CAA requires

the designation of a state office to serve
as the Ombudsman for small business
stationary sources. Kentucky has
appointed a Small Business
Ombudsman and established the Office
of the Ombudsman in the Secretary’s
Office of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Cabinet. The
Ombudsman will serve as an advocate
to represent the interests of small
businesses as they come under the
regulation of the CAA. The
Ombudsman’s position was established
in the Secretary’s office in order to


