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(14) Exercise responsibility for
coordinating and overseeing the
implementation of the Government
Performance and Results Act of 1993,
Pub. L. No. 103–62, at the Department.

(15) Exercise responsibility for design,
implementation, and oversight of the
Department’s project known as
Financial Information Systems Vision,
and approval of the design and
implementation of an integrated
financial information and management
system for the Department and all
component agencies.

§ 2.29 Chief Economist.

(a) The following delegations of
authority are made by the Secretary of
Agriculture to the Chief Economist:

(1) Related to economic analysis.
(i) Coordinate economic analyses of,

and review Department decisions
involving, policies and programs that
have substantial economic implications.

(ii) Review and assess the economic
impact of all significant regulations
proposed by any agency of the
Department.

(iii) Review economic data and
analyses used in speeches and
Congressional testimony by Department
personnel and in materials prepared for
release through the press, radio, and
television.

(2) Related to risk assessment.
(i) Responsible for assessing the risks

to human health, human safety, or the
environment, and for preparing cost-
benefit analyses, with respect to
proposed major regulations, and for
publishing such assessments and
analyses in the Federal Register as
required by section 304 of the
Department of Agriculture
Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C.
2204e).

(ii) Provide direction to Department
agencies in the appropriate methods of
risk assessment and cost-benefit
analyses and coordinate and review all
risk assessments and cost-benefit
analyses prepared by any agency of the
Department.

(3) Related to food and agriculture
outlook and situation.

(i) Coordinate and review all crop and
commodity data used to develop
outlook and situation material within
the Department.

(ii) Oversee and clear for consistency
analytical assumptions and results of all
estimates and analyses which
significantly relate to international and
domestic commodity supply and
demand, including such estimates and
analyses prepared for public
distribution by the Foreign Agricultural
Service, the Economic Research Service,

or by any other agency or office of the
Department.

(4) Related to weather and climate.
(i) Advise the Secretary on climate

and weather activities, and coordinate
the development of policy options on
weather and climate.

(ii) Coordinate all weather and
climate information and monitoring
activities within the Department and
provide a focal point in the Department
for weather and climate information and
impact assessment.

(iii) Arrange for appropriate
representation to attend all meetings,
hearings, and task forces held outside
the Department which require such
representation.

(iv) Designate the Executive Secretary
of the USDA Weather and Climate
Program Coordinating Committee.

(5) Related to interagency commodity
estimates committees.

(i) Establish Interagency Commodity
Estimates Committees for Commodity
Credit Corporation price-supported
commodities, for major products
thereof, and for commodities where a
need for such a committee has been
identified, in order to bring together
estimates and supporting analyses from
participating agencies, and to develop
official estimates of supply, utilization,
and prices for commodities, including
the effects of new program proposals on
acreage, yield, production, imports,
domestic utilization, price, income,
support programs, carryover, exports,
and availabilities for export.

(ii) Designate the Chairman, who shall
also act as Secretary, for all Interagency
Commodity Estimates Committees.

(iii) Assure that all committee
members have the basic assumptions,
background data and other relevant data
regarding the overall economy and
market prospects for specific
commodities.

(iv) Review for consistency of
analytical assumptions and results all
proposed decisions made by
Commodity Estimates Committees prior
to any release outside the Department.

(6) Related to remote sensing.
(i) Provide technical assistance,

coordination, and guidance to
Department agencies in planning,
developing, and carrying out satellite
remote sensing activities to assure full
consideration and evaluation of
advanced technology.

(ii) Coordinate administrative,
management, and budget information
relating to the Department’s remote
sensing activities including:

(A) Inter- and intra-agency meetings,
correspondence, and records;

(B) Budget and management tracking
systems; and

(C) Inter-agency contacts and
technology transfer.

(iii) Designate the Executive Secretary
for the Remote Sensing Coordination
Committee.

(7) Related to long-range commodity
and agricultural-sector projections.
Establish committees of the agencies of
the Department to coordinate the
development of a set of analytical
assumptions and long-range
agricultural-sector projections (2 years
and beyond) based on commodity
projections consistent with these
assumptions and coordinated through
the Interagency Commodity Estimates
Committees.

(8) Related to agricultural labor
affairs. Exercise the following functions
of the Secretary under the Immigration
and Nationality Act (INA), as amended
(8 U.S.C. 1101, et seq.):

(i) Pursuant to section 214(c) of INA
(8 U.S.C. 1184(c)), provide consultation
to the Attorney General and the
Secretary of Labor concerning the
question of the importation of aliens as
nonimmigrant temporary agricultural
workers, known as ‘‘H–2A’’ workers,
under 8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a);

(ii) Pursuant to section 218(e) of the
INA (8 U.S.C. 1188 note), provide
consultation to the Attorney General
and the Secretary of Labor concerning
all regulations to implement 8 U.S.C.
101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a) and 1188 providing
for the importation of H–2A workers;

(iii) Pursuant to section 210(h) of the
INA (8 U.S.C. 1160(h)), promulgate
regulations to define ‘‘seasonal
agricultural services’’ for purposes of
the Special Agricultural Worker (SAW)
Program;

(iv) Pursuant to section 210A(a) of the
INA (8 U.S.C. 1161(a)), determine
jointly with the Secretary of Labor the
number (if any) of additional special
agricultural workers, known as
‘‘replenishment agricultural workers’’
(RAWs), who should be admitted to the
United States or otherwise acquire the
status of aliens lawfully admitted for
temporary residence during fiscal years
1990 through 1993 to meet a shortage of
workers to perform seasonal agricultural
services in the United States during
each such fiscal year;

(v) Pursuant to section 210A(a)(7) of
the INA (8 U.S.C. 1161(a)(7)), determine
jointly with the Secretary of Labor
emergency requests to increase the
shortage number;

(vi) Pursuant to section 210A(a)(8) of
the INA (8 U.S.C. 1161(a)(8)), determine
jointly with the Secretary of Labor
requests to decrease the number of man-
days of seasonal agricultural services
required of RAWs to avoid deportation
and for naturalization under section


