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Commission if local authorization is
denied. See § 22.13(f). Fourth, we
propose eliminating showings regarding
control over the station, see § 21.13(g),
and maintenance procedures, see
§ 21.15(e). We request comments on
whether we should replace these
showings with a general rule describing
a licensee’s responsibilities for
maintenance and control of the station
and requiring that maintenance
contracts must be in writing. See
§ 22.205. We also request comments on
whether we should continue to require
the address and telephone number of a
maintenance center or person
responsible for technical operation, see
§ 21.15(e)(1) and Item 18 of FCC Form
494 (‘‘Application for New or Modified
Microwave Radio Station License Under
Part 21’’), or whether this requirement is
unnecessary and should also be deleted.
Fifth, we propose to eliminate the
vertical profile sketch, see § 21.15(c),
and the site availability showing, see
§ 21.15(a), as these showings are not
necessary for processing and lack of site
availability has not been a problem in
the common carrier services being
transferred to Part 101. Sixth, we
request comments on whether the
public interest showing currently
required of applicants in the Point-to-
Point Microwave Radio Service
pursuant to § 21.706(a) should be
retained or deleted. We also propose to
allow electronic filing for all fixed
microwave services authorized under
Part 101 as is currently allowed for
private land mobile applications. See
proposed Sections 1.743, 1.913, and
101.37. Finally, we request comments
on what requirements we should adopt
regarding retention or posting of the
station license. See e.g. §§ 21.201,
22.201, and 94.107.

11. Licensee Qualifications and
Consummation of Assignments and
Transfers. Under Part 21, applicants and
licensees are currently required to
provide ownership and character
information on FCC Form 430
(‘‘Licensee Qualification Report’’), see
§ 21.11(a), and to disclose the real party
in interest behind the application
pursuant to § 21.13(a)(1). See also
§ 21.305. We request comment on
precisely what ownership (including
partnership) and character information
we should continue to require of
common carrier applicants and
licensees under the new Part 101. In
addition, under § 21.11 (d), (e), and (f),
applicants are required to complete
assignments or transfers of control
within 45 days of the date of
authorization and to notify the
Commission within 10 days of

consummation. In the common carrier
services being transferred to Part 101,
applicants frequently request extensions
of time to complete assignments or
transfers. Such requests are routinely
granted. Based on this experience, we
request comment on whether the time
for consummation of assignments and
transfers should be extended to 360
days or longer, or whether applicants
should be allowed merely to notify the
Commission of failure to consummate,
rather than requiring applicants to file,
and the Commission to grant, repeated
extension requests. We also propose to
eliminate the requirement for common
carriers to notify the Commission within
10 days of consummation.

12. Commencing Operation. With
regard to the requirement for stations to
be placed in operation within a certain
period after the date of grant, it has been
common practice among some
applicants to request and obtain a
modification of their license and
thereby obtain additional time within
which to be in operation. Some
applicants repeated this procedure
several times, thereby extending their
operational deadline far beyond the
period contemplated by the rules. In
response to these perceived abuses, the
Commission’s Private Radio Bureau
Licensing Division issued a Public
Notice clarifying that a station must be
placed in operation within the time
required by current § 94.51 irrespective
of whether the licensee had been
granted an amendment to its station
authorization. We propose to codify this
longstanding interpretation of our rule.
See proposed Section 101.63.

13. Although current § 94.51 requires
that private fixed microwave stations be
placed in operation within a time
certain, it does not define what
constitutes operation for purposes of the
rules. In the past, several applicants
have argued that the transmission of
color bars or other types of strictly test
signals satisfies the rule’s requirement
of being in operation. This
interpretation has been uniformly
rejected by the staff. Applicants have
also argued that the § 94.51 requirement
of being in operation is satisfied as long
as the station is simply capable of
transmitting intelligence. The staff,
however, has consistently informed the
public that the mere capability of
transmission does not satisfy the
requirement of being in operation. We
are proposing in Section 101.67(d) to
make it clear that only the transmission
of operational signals is sufficient to
satisfy the ‘‘in operation’’ requirement
and that neither the capability of
transmission nor the transmission of
color bars or similar test signals satisfies

the requirement to be in operation. We
are proposing to apply this requirement
to both private and common carrier
fixed microwave users, as the
underlying basis for this proposal,
efficient spectrum usage, applies
equally to both groups. We request
comment on whether this requirement
is necessary or applicable for common
carrier licensees under proposed Part
101.

Technical Standards
14. Frequency Availability Chart. A

new frequency availability chart has
been placed in the proposed rules
(proposed Section 101.101) for the
convenience of licensees and
applicants. In addition to showing the
frequency availability for private and
common carrier users, it also shows
other services, such as broadcast, cable,
PCS, MDS, and ITFS, that share the
same bands. More specific technical
information for the common carrier and
private microwave services are
contained in rule Subparts G through J.

15. Coordination Procedures and
Interference Standards. In the Second
Report and Order in ET Docket 92–9,
the Commission adopted the current
Part 21 coordination procedures and the
current Part 94 interference standards
for the relocated common carrier and
private operational fixed microwave
users. As stated above and in the
Second Report and Order, the common
carrier and private microwave industry
members have united to develop joint
interference standards and coordination
procedures. We propose, therefore, to
apply the same coordination procedures
and interference standards to all bands
for both private and common carrier
fixed microwave services. In addition,
we propose to modify the present
coordination procedures and
interference protection standards to be
consistent with the TIA industry
standards. See proposed §§ 101.103 and
101.105.

16. Transmitter Power Limitations. In
addition to merging the transmitter
power table from Parts 21 and 94, we
also propose to eliminate the values for
maximum allowable transmitter power,
while retaining the values for
Equivalent Isotropic Radiated Power
(EIRP). See proposed § 101.113. We are
proposing to allow a maximum EIRP of
+55 dBW for all point-to-point
microwave bands from 4 GHz to 40
GHz, to allow for increased path
reliability on long paths and to set a
common standard for all bands. See
proposed § 101.113. This proposal is
based partly on TIA recommendations.
Comsearch also proposed a maximum
allowable EIRP of +55 dBW in an earlier


