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important than cost or price; (2)
approximately equal to cost or price; or
(3) significantly less important than cost
or price. The solicitation may elaborate
on the relative weights at the discretion
of the contracting officer. The
solicitation shall inform offerors of
minimum requirements that apply to
evaluation factors and significant
subfactors. Numerical weights may be
used at the discretion of the head of the
agency. If numerical weights are used in
proposal evaluation, they may be
disclosed in the solicitation on a case-
by-case basis. The solicitation may state
that award will be made to the low
priced offeror that meets the
solicitation’s minimum criteria for
acceptable proposals.
* * * * *

14. Section 15.610 is amended by
revising paragraphs (a) and (b) to read
as follows:

15.610 Written or oral discussion.
(a) The requirement in paragraph (b)

of this section for written or oral
discussion need not be applied in
acquisitions—

(1) In which prices are fixed by law
or regulation;

(2) Of the set-aside portion of a partial
set-aside; or

(3) In which the solicitation notified
all offerors that the Government intends
to evaluate proposals and make award
without discussion unless the
contracting officer determines that
discussions (other than communications
conducted for the purpose of minor
clarification) are considered necessary
(see 15.407(d)(4)). Once the Government
states its intent to award without
discussions, the rationale for reversal of
this decision shall be documented in the
contract file.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(a) of this section, the contracting officer
shall conduct written or oral discussion
with all responsible offerors who submit
proposals within the competitive range.
The content and extent of the
discussions is a matter of the
contracting officer’s judgment, based on
the particular facts of each acquisition
(but see paragraphs (c) and (d) of this
section).
* * * * *

15.1001 through 15.1005 [Redesignated as
15.1002 through 15.1006]

15. Sections 15.1001 through 15.1005
are redesignated as 15.1002 through
15.1006, respectively; and a new
15.1001 is added to read as follows:

15.1001 General.
This subpart applies to the use of

competitive proposals, as described in

6.102(b), and a combination of
competitive procedures, as described in
6.102(d). To the extent practicable,
however, the procedures and intent of
this subpart, with reasonable
modification, should be followed for
these acquisitions: broad agency
announcements, small business
innovation research contracts and
architect-engineer contracts.

16. Newly designated section 15.1002
is amended by revising paragraph (a),
and the introductory text of paragraphs
(b)(2) and (c)(1); by removing paragraph
(c)(2) and redesignating paragraph (c)(3)
as (c)(2); and by amending the newly
designated paragraph (c)(2) by removing
‘‘15.1001(c)(1)(i)’’ and inserting
‘‘15.1002(c)(1)(i). The revised text reads
as follows:

15.1002 Notifications to unsuccessful
offerors.

(a) General. Within three days of
contract award, the contracting officer
shall notify, in writing or electronically,
each offeror whose proposal is
determined to be unacceptable or whose
offer is not selected for award.

(b) * * *
(2) In a small business set-aside (see

48 CFR part 19, subpart 19.5), upon
completion of negotiations and
determinations of responsibility, but
prior to award, the contracting officer
shall notify each unsuccessful offeror in
writing or electronically of the name
and location of the apparent successful
offeror. The notice shall also state that
* * *–

(c) Postaward notices. (1) After award
of contracts resulting from solicitations
exceeding the small purchase limitation
in part 13, the contracting officer shall
notify unsuccessful offerors in writing
or electronically, unless preaward
notice was given under paragraph (b) of
this section. The notice shall include—
* * * * *

17. Newly designated section 15.1003
is amended by revising the first
sentence to read as follows:

15.1003 Notification to successful offeror.
The contracting officer shall award a

contract with reasonable promptness to
the successful offeror (selected in
accordance with 15.611(d)) by
transmitting written or electronic notice
of the award to that offeror (but see
15.608(b)). * * *

18. Newly designated section 15.1004
is revised to read as follows:

15.1004 Debriefing of offerors.
(a) When a contract is awarded on the

basis of competitive proposals, offerors,
upon their written request received by
the agency within three days after the

date the unsuccessful offeror receives
notice of contract award, shall be
debriefed and furnished the basis for the
selection decision and contract award.
When practicable, debriefing requests
received more than three days after the
offeror receives notice of contract award
shall be accommodated. To the
maximum extent practicable, the
debriefing should occur within five days
after receipt of the written request.

(b) Debriefings of successful and
unsuccessful offerors may be done
orally, in writing, by electronic means,
or any other method mutually
acceptable to both the offeror and the
contracting officer.

(c) The contracting officer shall chair
the debriefing session with the support
of individuals actually responsible for
the evaluations.

(d) At a minimum, the debriefing
information shall include—

(1) The Government’s evaluation of
the significant weaknesses or
deficiencies in the offeror’s proposal;

(2) The overall evaluated cost and
technical rating of the successful and
debriefed offerors;

(3) The overall ranking of all offerors
when any ranking was developed by the
agency during the source selection;

(4) A summary of the rationale for
award;

(5) For commercial end items
delivered under the contract, the make
and model of the item being provided
by the successful offeror; and

(6) Reasonable responses to relevant
questions about whether source
selection procedures contained in the
solicitation, applicable regulations, and
other applicable authorities were
followed.

(e) The debriefing shall not include
point-by-point comparisons of the
debriefed offeror’s proposal with those
of other offerors. Moreover, debriefing
shall not reveal any information exempt
from release under the Freedom of
Information Act including—

(1) Trade secrets;
(2) Privileged or confidential

manufacturing processes and
techniques; and–

(3) Commercial and financial
information that is privileged or
confidential, including cost
breakdowns, profit, indirect cost rates,
and similar information.

(f) The contracting officer shall
include an official written summary of
the debriefing in the contract file.

(g) If, within one year of contract
award, a successful protest causes the
agency to issue either a new solicitation
or a new request for best and final offers
on the protested contract award, the


