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This system consists of records
concerning or collateral to pending,
ongoing or completed inquiries and
investigations of alleged scientific
misconduct. It includes information
about the individuals under
investigation or under an inquiry; the
other PHS agencies or other federal
agencies involved; the organization
responsible for conducting the inquiry
or investigation; the funding mechanism
identification number(s) involved;
names of individual involved; names of
witnesses; general nature of the
allegation; and the documentation used
in the inquiry or investigation,
including relevant research data and
reagents, proposals, publications, copies
of relevant publications by persons
under investigation, qualification
statements and curriculum vitae of
expert consultants, correspondence,
memoranda of telephone calls,
summaries of interviews, social security
numbers, interim and final reports
prepared by the institution, Office of
Research Integrity (ORI), Departmental
Appeals Board (DAB) and other related
data.

AUTHORITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF THE SYSTEM:
The authorities for maintaining the

system are Sections 215(b), 301 and 493
of the Public Health Service Act; 42
U.S.C. 216(b), 241, and 289b; 5 U.S.C.
301, and 44 U.S.C. 3101, 42 CFR part 50,
subpart A; 45 CFR part 76.

PURPOSE(S):
The purposes of this system are to (1)

enable PHS agencies to discharge
effectively their responsibilities in
managing PHS intramural and
extramural research programs and in the
application, award, and administration
of research and training awards,
cooperative agreements and contracts
while protecting the rights and privacy
of the individuals under investigation
and the confidentiality of information
sources; (2) determine whether there has
been scientific misconduct in PHS
supported research; (3) assure the
institutions applying for or receiving
PHS funds have appropriate
mechanisms for dealing with allegations
of scientific misconduct and the
protection of whistleblowers; (4)
determine whether results or reports of
PHS-related research are falsified,
fabricated, misrepresented, or
plagiarized so that PHS can notify the
scientific community or others who may
rely on the results; (5) serve as a
working file and enable the ORI to
inform PHS agency officials of the status
and results of inquiries and
investigations so that they may take
actions appropriate to each case; (6)

investigate allegations of misconduct
and take appropriate remedial and
corrective actions with respect to
individuals who are found to have
committed misconduct; and (7) ensure
that inquiries and investigations are
timely, thorough, complete and
objective in accordance with applicable
Federal regulations and procedures.

ROUTINE USES OF RECORDS MAINTAINED IN THE
SYSTEM INCLUDING CATEGORIES OF USERS AND
PURPOSES OF SUCH USES:

Any disclosure pursuant to these
routine uses will be limited to the
information necessary to accomplish the
purpose of the disclosure:

1. To the Department of Justice, or to
a court or other tribunal, when (a) the
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), or any component
thereof; or (b) any HHS employee in his
or her official capacity; or (c) any (HHS)
employee in his or her individual
capacity where the Department of
Justice (or HHS, where it is authorized
to do so) has agreed to represent the
employee; or (d) the United States or
any agency thereof where HHS
determines that the litigation is likely to
affect HHS or any of its components, is
a party to litigation or has an interest in
such litigation, and HHS determines
that the use of such records by the
Department of Justice, court or other
tribunal is relevant and necessary to the
litigation and would help in the
effective representation of the
government party, provided, however,
that in each case HHS determines that
such disclosure is compatible with the
purpose for which the records were
collected.

2. To qualified expert(s) for the
purpose of obtaining the expert’s
assistance on matters pertinent to the
inquiry, investigation, or related legal
proceeding.

3. To responsible officials of the
awardee institutions or organizations,
when in connection with an inquiry,
investigation or finding of misconduct
by an individual previously or currently
employed by or affiliated with the
institution or organization, a PHS
agency makes a finding or takes an
action potentially affecting research and
research training awards to the
institution or organization.

4. To other Federal Agencies who
have supported, are supporting or are
considering support of a research grant,
fellowship, cooperative agreement or
contract with an affected individual or
institution or which have utilized or
relied on the relevant research to the
extent that the record is relevant and
necessary to the Agency’s decision on
the matter after there is an initial

institutional or agency finding of
misconduct.

5. To any person able to provide
information in an inquiry, investigation
or related proceeding, including the
relevant PHS-supported institution(s),
Federal, State and local agencies, and
the person(s) making the allegation,
provided however, that in each case
HHS determines that such disclosure is
necessary in order to conduct a
thorough and fair investigation into
allegations of scientific misconduct.

6. Upon request to a State licensing
board or certifying body conducting a
review of the individual to aid the board
or body in meeting its responsibility to
protect the health of the population in
its jurisdiction or the integrity of the
profession after there is an agency
finding of misconduct or remedial
actions have been imposed.

7. To Institutional Review Boards,
research-sponsoring institutions,
individual research subjects, and the
public, regarding information obtained
or developed through the investigation
that, in PHS’s judgement, may have
implications for individuals’ health or
for their participation in a research
study. The subject of the investigation
will be provided with a copy of the
information that is released.

8. When a record on its face, or in
conjunction with other records,
indicates a violation or potential
violation of law, whether civil, criminal
or regulatory in nature, and whether
arising by general statute or particular
program statute or by regulation, rule or
order issued pursuant there to,
disclosure may be made to the
appropriate agency, whether Federal,
foreign, state, local, or tribal, or other
public authority responsible for
enforcing investigating or prosecuting
such violation or charged with enforcing
or implementing the statute, or rule, or
regulation, or order issued pursuant
thereto, if the information disclosed is
relevant to any enforcement, regulatory,
investigative or prosecutive
responsibility of the receiving entity.

9. To agency contractors who have
been engaged by the agency to assist in
the performance of a service related to
this system of records and who need to
have access to the records in order to
perform the activity. Recipients shall be
required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974.

10. To notify professional journals,
news media, other publications and the
public concerning misconduct findings
and the need to correct falsified,
fabricated, plagiarized or otherwise
misrepresented research results or
reports after there is a final agency
finding of scientific misconduct or


