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• Strategies for dealing with linguistic
barriers;

• Non-discriminatory fee structures;
and

• Procedures for a timely search for
prospective parents for a waiting child,
including the use of exchanges and
other interagency efforts, provided that
such procedures must insure that
placement of a child in an appropriate
household is not delayed by the search
for a same race or ethnic placement.

Agencies receiving Federal funds may
not use standards related to income, age,
education, family structure, and size or
ownership of housing, which exclude
groups of prospective parents on the
basis of race, color, or national origin,
where those standards are arbitrary or
unnecessary or where less exclusionary
standards are available.

Enforcement
As provided in Section 553(d)(1) of

MEPA, covered agencies or entities are
required to comply with the Act no later
than six months after publication of this
guidance or one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, whichever
occurs first, i.e., October 21, 1995.
Pursuant to Section 553(d)(2) of MEPA,
if a state demonstrates to the satisfaction
of the Secretary of HHS that it is
necessary to amend state statutory law
in order to change a particular practice
that is inconsistent with MEPA, the
Secretary may extend the compliance
date for the state a reasonable number
of days after the close of the first state
legislative session beginning after April
25, 1995. In determining whether to
extend the compliance date, the
Secretary will take into account the
constitutional standards described in
Part A of this guidance. Because states
need not enforce unconstitutional
provisions of their laws, statutory
amendments are not an essential
precondition to coming into compliance
with respect to any such provisions.

HHS emphasizes voluntary
compliance with the law and recognizes
that covered agencies may want further
guidance on their obligations under
these laws. Accordingly, HHS is offering
technical assistance to any covered
agency seeking to better understand and
more fully comply with the Multiethnic
Placement Act. Organizations wishing
to be provided with technical assistance
on compliance with the
nondiscrimination provisions of MEPA
should contact Ronald Copeland of OCR
at 202–619–0553. Organizations wishing
to be provided with technical assistance
regarding required recruitment efforts
should contact Carol Williams or Dan
Lewis of the Administration on
Children and Families at 202–205–8618.

The Multiethnic Placement Act
provides two vehicles for enforcement
of its prohibition against discrimination
in adoption or foster care placement.
First, pursuant to Section 553(b), any
individual who is aggrieved by an
action he or she believes constitutes
discrimination in violation of the Act
has the right to bring an action seeking
equitable relief in a United States
district court of appropriate jurisdiction.
Second, the Act provides that
noncompliance with the prohibition is
deemed a violation of Title VI.

OCR has published regulations to
effectuate the provisions of Title VI. 45
CFR part 80. Any individual may file a
complaint with OCR alleging that an
adoption or foster care organization
funded by HHS makes placement
decisions in violation of the Multiethnic
Placement Act and Title VI. OCR may
also initiate compliance reviews to
determine whether violations have
occurred. If OCR determines that an
adoption or foster care organization
makes discriminatory placement
decisions, OCR will first seek voluntary
compliance with the law. Should
attempts at voluntary compliance prove
unsuccessful, OCR will take further
steps to enforce the law.

These steps may involve referring the
matter to the Department of Justice with
a recommendation that appropriate
court proceedings be brought. HHS may
also initiate administrative proceedings
leading to the termination of the
offending agency’s Federal financial
assistance. These proceedings include
the opportunity for a covered agency or
entity to have a hearing on any OCR
findings made against it. 45 CFR 80.8.

At any point in the complaint
investigation process or during the
pendency of fund termination
proceedings, organizations may agree to
come into voluntary compliance with
the law. OCR will work closely with
organizations to develop necessary
remedial actions, such as training of
staff in the requirements of Title VI and
MEPA, to ensure that their efforts at
compliance are successful.

When a state fails to develop an
adequate recruitment plan and expedite
the placement of children consistent
with MEPA, the Secretary through ACF
and OCR will provide technical
assistance to the state in the
development of the plan and where
necessary resolve through corrective
action major compliance issues. When
these efforts fail the Secretary will make
a determination of appropriate
proportional penalties.
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SUMMARY: In accordance with section
10(a) of the Federal Advisory Committee
Act, this notice announces a meeting of
the National Advisory Council for
Health Care Policy, Research, and
Evaluation.
DATES: The meeting will be open to the
public on Tuesday, May 16, from 12:30
p.m. to 5:30 p.m., and on Wednesday,
May 17, from 8:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.

In accordance with the provisions set
forth in section 552b(c)(6), title 5, U.S.
Code, and section 10(d) of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, a meeting
closed to the public will be held on May
17, 1995, from 10:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
to discuss the relative emphasis and
focus of topics in the AHCPR grant
portfolio. The discussion could reveal
confidential personal information, the
disclosure of which would constitute a
clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Madison Hotel, 1177 15th Street,
NW., Washington, DC 20005.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Deborah L. Queenan, Executive
Secretary of the Advisory Council at the
Agency for Health Care Policy and
Research, 2101 East Jefferson Street,
suite 603, Rockville, Maryland 20852,
(301) 594–1459.

In addition, if sign language
interpretation or other reasonable
accommodation for a disability is
needed, please contact Linda Reeves,
the Assistant Administrator for Equal
Opportunity, AHCPR, on (301) 594–
6666 no later than May 5, 1995.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Purpose

Section 921 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 299c) establishes
the National Advisory Council for
Health Care Policy, Research, and
Evaluation. The Council provides
advice to the Secretary and the
Administrator, Agency for Health Care
Policy and Research (AHCPR), on
matters related to AHCPR activities to
enhance the quality, appropriateness,
and effectiveness of health care services
and access to such services through
scientific research and the promotion of
improvements in clinical practice and


