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labeling requirements with regard to
approval, format, terminology,
identification, and disposition
(§§ 59.411 through 59.417). In addition,
the proposal expands on equipment
requirements and general plant
operational procedures, including the
shipment of nondenatured inedible, use
of approved compounds, candling and
transfer room facilities and equipment
and egg sanitizing requirements
(§§ 59.502 through 59.515) due to
changes in industry technology.
Provisions are also proposed for liquid
egg cooling and frozen egg defrosting
with a definition of ‘‘cold tap water’’
(§§ 59.530 through 59.539). The
disposition of restricted eggs and the
labeling and sale of nest-run and
washed ungraded eggs are further
defined (§§ 59.720 through 59.801). The
section dealing with imported shell eggs
and egg products would be revised to
require that the date of production be
provided for shell eggs, to exempt
certain shell eggs imported for breaking
from primary container labeling
requirements, and to clarify the
provisions for relabeling imported egg
products. (§§ 59.900 through 59.956).

List of Subjects

7 CFR Part 55

Eggs and egg products, Food grades
and standards, Food labeling, Reporting
and recordkeeping requirements.

7 CFR Part 59

Eggs and egg products, Exports, Food
grades and standards, Food labeling,
Imports, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

For reasons set forth in the preamble,
title 7, Code of Federal Regulations,
parts 55 and 59 are amended as follows:

PART 55—REGULATIONS
GOVERNING THE VOLUNTARY
INSPECTION OF EGG PRODUCTS AND
GRADING.

1. The authority citation for part 55
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 1621–1627.

§ 55.11 [Amended]
2. Section 55.11 is amended by

removing the words ‘‘or national origin’’
and adding in its place ‘‘national origin,
age or disability’’.

3. Section 55.95 is revised to read as
follows:

§ 55.95 Facilities and equipment to be
furnished for use of graders and inspectors
in performing service on a resident
inspection basis.

(a) Facilities and equipment for
proper sampling, weighing, examination

of products and monitoring processing
procedures shall be furnished by the
official plant for use by inspectors and
graders. Such facilities and equipment
shall include but not be limited to a
room or area suitable for sampling
product, and acceptable candling light,
flashlight, heavy duty, high speed drill
with an eleven sixteenths-inch or larger
bit of sufficient length to reach the
bottom of containers used for frozen
eggs, metal stem thermometer(s), test
thermometer(s), stop watch, test
weighing scale(s) and test weight(s), test
kit for determining the bactericidal
strength of sanitizing solutions, and
stationary or adequately secured storage
box or cage (capable of being locked
only by the inspector) for holding
official samples.

(b) Acceptable furnished office space
and equipment, including but not being
limited to, a desk, lockers or cabinets
(equipped with a satisfactory locking
device) suitable for the protection and
storage of supplies, and with facilities
for inspectors and graders to change
clothing.

4. Section 55.96 is amended by
adding a sentence before the last
sentence and revising the last sentence
of the section to read as follows:

§ 55.96 Schedule of operation of official
plants.

* * * As an alternative, the normal
operating schedule shall consist of a
continuous 10-hour period per day
(excluding not to exceed 1 hour for
lunch), 4 consecutive days per week,
within the administrative workweek,
Sunday through Saturday for each full
shift required. Graders are to be given
reasonable advance notice by
management of any change in the hours
that grading service is requested.

5. In § 55.310, paragraph (b) is revised
to read as follows:

§ 55.310 Form of official identification
symbol and inspection mark.

* * * * *
(b) The inspection marks which are

permitted to be used on products shall
be contained within the outline of a
shield and with the wording and design
set forth in Figure 2 of this section,
except the plant number may be
preceded by the letter ‘‘P’’ in lieu of the
word ‘‘plant’’. Alternatively, it may be
omitted from the official shield if
applied on the container’s principal
display panel or other prominent
location and preceded by the letter ‘‘P’’
or the word ‘‘Plant’’.

6. In § 55.330, paragraph (c) is revised
to read as follows:

§ 55.330 Unauthorized use or disposition
of approved labels.
* * * * *

(c) Upon termination of inspection
service in an official plant pursuant to
the regulations in this part, all labels or
packaging material bearing official
identification to be used to identify
product packed by the plant shall either
be destroyed, or have the official
identification completely obliterated
under the supervision of a USDA
representative, or, if to be used at
another location, modified in a manner
acceptable to the Service.

7. In § 55.410, paragraph (b) is
amended by removing the words ‘‘in the
regional office’’ and adding in its place
‘‘with the Regional Director in the
region’’, and revising the heading of
paragraph (a) to read as follows:

§ 55.410 Where to file an appeal.
(a) Appeal of resident grader’s or

inspector’s grading or decision in an
official plant. * * *

8. Section 55.420 is revised to read as
follows:

§ 55.420 How to file an appeal.
The request for an appeal grading or

inspection or review of a grader’s or
inspector’s decision may be made orally
or in writing. If made orally, written
confirmation may be required. The
applicant shall clearly state the identity
of the product, the decision which is
questioned, and the reason(s) for
requesting the appeal service. If such
appeal request is based on the results
stated on an official certificate, the
original and all copies of the certificate
available at the appeal grading or
inspection site shall be provided to the
appeal grader or inspector assigned to
make the appeal grading or inspection.

§ 55.430 [Amended]
9. Section 55.430 is amended by

adding after the words ‘‘or not
substantial,’’ the words ‘‘class, quality,
quantity,’’ and removing the word
‘‘such’’ after the words ‘‘reason(s) for’’.

10. Section 55.450 is amended by
redesignating paragraphs (a) and (b) as
paragraphs (b) and (c) and adding a new
paragraph (a) to read as follows:

§ 55.450 Procedures for selecting appeal
samples.

(a) Prohibition on movement of
product. Products shall not have been
moved from the place where the grading
or inspection being appealed was
performed and must have been
maintained under adequate
refrigeration, when applicable.
* * * * *

11. In § 55.460, the last sentence is
revised to read as follows:


