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Rural Utilities Service
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RIN 0572–AA66

Telephone Program Regulations

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Rural Utilities Service
(RUS) proposes to amend its regulations
on Telecommunications Standards and
Specifications for Materials, Equipment
and Construction, by rescinding a
number of outdated bulletins. These
bulletins are incorporated by reference
in RUS telecommunications regulations
and thus are regulatory in nature.
Therefore, RUS is requesting public
comments on this proposed rescission.
DATES: Comments concerning this
proposed rule must be received by RUS,
or postmarked no later than February 6,
1995.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be
mailed to Director, Telecommunications
Standards Division, Rural Utilities
Service, room 2835, South Building,
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Washington, DC 20250–1500. RUS
requests an original and three copies of
all comments (7 CFR part 1700). All
comments received will be made
available for public inspection at room
2835, South Building, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250–
1500 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. (7 CFR
1.27(b)).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Richard J. Peterson, Assistant Director,
Telecommunications Standards
Division, Rural Utilities Service, room
2835, South Building, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250–
1500, telephone number (202) 720–
8663. Copies of individual bulletins are
available from the Publications Branch,
Rural Utilities Service, room 0180,
South Building, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250–

1500, telephone number (202) 720–
8674.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Executive Order 12866

This proposed rule has been
determined to be not significant and
therefore has not been reviewed by the
Office of Management and Budget.

Executive Order 12778

This proposed rule has been reviewed
under Executive Order 12778, Civil
Justice Reform. If adopted, this
proposed rule will not: (1) Preempt any
State or local laws, regulations, or
policies; (2) have any retroactive effect;
and (3) require administrative
proceedings before parties may file suit
challenging the provisions of this rule.

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification

The Administrator of RUS has
determined that this proposed rule will
not have a significant economic impact
on a substantial number of small
entities, as defined by the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.).
This proposed rule streamlines and
updates RUS requirements for telephone
borrowers by rescinding obsolete
standards and specifications. Borrowers
unable to use products meeting only the
specifications being eliminated may
experience increased short-term costs.
However, RUS believes that borrowers
will benefit from reduced overall costs
due to the greater durability and lower
maintenance costs over time. These
bulletins no longer meet industry
standards.

Information Collection and
Recordkeeping Requirements

This proposed rule contains no
information collection or recordkeeping
requirements under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96–511).

National Environmental Policy Act
Certification

The Administrator has determined
that this proposed rule will not
significantly affect the quality of the
human environment as defined by the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). Therefore,
this action does not require an
environmental impact statement or
assessment.

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance

The program described by this
proposed rule is listed in the Catalog of
Federal Domestic Assistance Programs
under number 10.851, Rural Telephone
Loans and Loan Guarantees, and 10.582,
Rural Telephone Bank Loans. This
catalog is available on a subscription
basis from the Superintendent of
Documents, the United States
Government Printing Office,
Washington, DC 20402.

Executive Order 12372

This proposed rule is excluded from
the scope of Executive Order 12372,
Intergovernmental Consultation that
requires intergovernmental consultation
with state and local officials. A Notice
of Final Rule entitled Department
Programs and Activities Excluded from
Executive Order 12372 (50 FR 47034)
exempts RUS and RTB loans and loan
guarantees, and RTB bank loans, to
governmental and nongovernmental
entities from coverage under this Order.

Background

Pursuant to the Department of
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994
(Pub. L. 103–354, 108 Stat. 3178), the
United States Secretary of Agriculture
simultaneously abolished the Rural
Electrification Administration (REA)
and established the Rural Utilities
Service (RUS). The terms ‘‘RUS
bulletin’’ and ‘‘RUS standards and
specifications’’ have the same meaning
as the term ‘‘REA bulletin’’ and ‘‘REA
standards and specifications’’, unless
otherwise indicated. RUS issues
publications titled ‘‘bulletins’’ which
serve to guide borrowers regarding
already codified policy, procedures, and
requirements needed to manage loans,
loan guarantee programs, and the
security instruments which provide for
and secure RUS financing. RUS issues
standards and specifications for the
construction of telephone facilities
financed with RUS loan funds. After
review of RUS’s bulletin and
specification issuances, RUS has
decided to propose to rescind the
outdated RUS bulletins listed below.
RUS felt rescission was the best option
for these bulletins and welcomes public
comment. These bulletins are
incorporated by reference at 7 CFR
1755.97.


