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agreement with the USG since the State Law and Order Restoration Council
assumed power in 1988.

Iran

Iran is a major drug transit country. Reportedly, almost half the morphine
base that arrives in Turkey monthly for processing as heroin passes through
Iran. It also continues to grow opium poppy in remote provinces. Although
the USG did not estimate production in 1994, the USG does not believe
cultivation diminished significantly as we know of no eradication campaigns.
The 1993 estimate was about 3,500 hectares of cultivation with a yield
of between 35 and 70 metric tons of opium.

Iran is a party to the 1988 UN Convention and has undertaken at least
some activities to fulfill the goals and objectives the Convention established.
Since Iran and the United States do not have diplomatic relations and
have not cooperated in counternarcotic efforts, the U.S. has been unable
to ascertain the extent or adequacy of Iran’s undertakings. There is no
bilateral counternarcotics agreement in place between Iran’s government
and the USG.

According to both Iranian radio reports and Iranian government reports
to the UN Drug Control Program (UNDCP), the Government of Iran (GOI)
is waging a vigorous campaign to eradicate trafficking through Iran. Almost
daily radio reports announce substantial morphine base and heroin seizures.
Reportedly many individuals are arrested and later executed for drug traffick-
ing. The USG cannot verify many of these reports as it has no representatives
in Iran. UNDCP observers have viewed some seizures, including 30 tons
of opium in one exhibit bond room. Interpol statistics for 1994, probably
based on Iranian government reports, state Iran seized 112 tons of opium,
800 kilograms of heroin and 15 tons of morphine base. However, despite
claims about the high level of Iran’s counternarcotics effort, the level of
drugs arriving in Syria and Turkey has not noticeably decreased.

UNDCP representatives have verified that Iran has fortified frontier guard
posts with Pakistan and dug a trench to prevent crossing between posts
in an effort to decrease trafficking. Intelligence reports suggest that border
guards continue to be bribed to permit drug caravans through, however.
The USG believes drug-related corruption continues to be a serious problem
among Iran’s law enforcement and security services. The USG does not
know the extent to which Iran enforces its prominently advertised campaign
to prevent and punish public corruption.

Human rights organizations and some Iranian exiles accuse Iran of execut-
ing dissidents on false charges of drug trafficking.

Nigeria

A major transit country for Asian heroin and Latin American cocaine
destined for the United States and numerous other points around the world,
Nigeria remains the focal point for most West African trafficking organiza-
tions. Corruption in the Nigerian Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA)
and other law enforcement agencies has not been addressed adequately,
thereby hindering counternarcotics efforts. The export of Nigerian drug traf-
ficking to Liberia and other West African counties is of particular concern.
The NDLEA’s focus in 1994 remained almost exclusively on drug couriers
rather than on leaders of drug trafficking groups.

The Government of Nigeria (GON) did begin to show concern about inter-
national and domestic drug abuse during 1994. The GON prepared a draft
national drug policy plan aimed at rooting out trafficking and substance
abuse. The GON formed a ministerial level task force on drug abuse which
will develop a drug control strategy by mid-1995. In late December, the
GON appointed a special advisor on drugs, money laundering, and advance
fee fraud whose task is to coordinate the anti-drug efforts of the NDLEA,
the police, and the customs agency. In 1994, the GON returned to the
United States three drug barons responsible for heroin rings.


