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and especially the Police Commissioner, has attempted to de-politicize the
police force and control corruption, largely by transferring suspect personnel.
The Commissioner fully supported the USG’s revocation of the visas of
several police officers suspected of drug trafficking, as permitted under
U.S. law. The GOJ’s major demand reduction program, a UNDCP-funded
project, is not making appreciable progress at this time due to internal
problems within the National Council on Drug Abuse.

During 1994, the GOJ revitalized its marijuana eradication program. In
November, the Jamaica Defense Force (JDF), Jamaica Constabulary Force
(JCF) and DEA cooperated to estimate the total amount of illegally-grown
marijuana. The JDF and JCF quickly organized a task force to eradicate
the marijuana detected during the estimation exercise. During 1994, the
GOJ eradicated 692 hectares of marijuana, a 52 percent increase over 1993
eradication.

Laos

Laos is not a party to the 1988 UN Convention, but has drafted a com-
prehensive drug control program that commits it to the goals of the Conven-
tion. As part of this program, the government has pledged to become a
party to the Convention no later than the year 2000. A letter of agreement
on counternarcotics signed in 1989 is the basis for ongoing drug control
projects funded by the USG. These projects consist of an alternative crop
development project and a law enforcement support project. In 1994, police
units supported by the law enforcement project became operational and
began to make arrests. Road building, dam site preparation and other basic
development work was undertaken in the crop development project.

Based on USG estimates, Laos remains one of the world’s major producers
of opium, although production has been on a declining trend since 1990.
Due primarily to weather, opium cultivation and yield fell sharply during
the 1993/4 growing season. USG estimates for the 1994 crop show a decrease
in cultivation of approximately 29 percent, from 26,040 hectares in 1993
to 18,520 in 1994. Production of opium gum dropped even more significantly,
from about 180 metric tons in 1993 to only 85 metric tons in 1994, a
decline of 53 percent. Opium cultivation is not illegal under existing statutes.

In the past year, the Lao government has moved forward in its anti-
narcotics efforts through continuation of both bilateral and multilateral pro-
grams. Bilateral agreements signed with the USG continued the crop control
project in Houaphan Province and the law enforcement project. An additional
crop control project has been approved, which will be implemented by
Norwegian Church Aid/UNDCP. An active UNDCP program also operates
an alternative development program aimed at opium crop control. The Lao
special counternarcotics unit, which was formed as a result of the 1992
bilateral USG-Lao law enforcement project agreement, is now functioning
and had some successes in 1994 in heroin interdiction efforts. Lao customs
has worked closely and effectively with the special unit in several significant
seizures of illicit drugs and in follow-on investigations.

There have been allegations of military and official collusion in narcotics
production and trafficking, but there is no solid evidence of official corrup-
tion. Lao government employees receive low pay, making them susceptible
to corruption and low-level corruption is assumed to exist. There is no
clear evidence that the Lao government as a matter of policy encourages
or facilitates the illicit production or distribution of drugs or the laundering
of drug money.

Malaysia

Malaysia ratified the 1988 UN Convention in 1993 and has worked coopera-
tively with the USG, as well as taking adequate steps on its own, to fulfill
the Convention’s goals and objectives. The USG and the Government of
Malaysia (GOM) continue strong antinarcotics cooperation. Several important
steps forward in bilateral cooperation were made this year. The two govern-


