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for establishment of solicitation
mailing lists when using electronic
commerce methods which transmit
solicitations or presolicitation notices
automatically to all interested sources
participating in electronic contracting
with the purchasing activity.

—Addition of new regulations at 14.406
and 15.607(d) to establish procedures
for handling unreadable electronic
bids and proposals.
This proposed rule and the proposed

rule published under FAR Case 94–770,
Simplified Acquisition Procedures/
FACNET, are interdependent and are
meant to be considered jointly.

B. Regulatory Flexibility Act
The proposed rule is expected to have

a positive impact on a substantial
number of small entities within the
meaning of the Regulatory Flexibility
Act, 5 U.S.C. 601, et seq., because it
encourages broader use of electronic
contracting, thereby improving industry
access to Federal contracting
opportunities. An Initial Regulatory
Flexibility Analysis (IRFA) has been
prepared and may be obtained from the
FAR Secretariat. A copy of the IRFA has
been submitted to the Chief Counsel for
Advocacy of the Small Business
Administration. Comments are invited
from small businesses and other
interested parties. Comments from small
entities concerning the affected FAR
parts will also be considered in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 610. Such
comments must be submitted separately
and should cite 5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.
(FAR case 91–104) in correspondence.

C. Paperwork Reduction Act
The Paperwork Reduction Act does

not apply because the proposed rule
does not impose any information
collection requirements which require
the approval of the Office of
Management and Budget under 44
U.S.C. 3501, et seq.

List of Subjects in 48 CFR Parts 2, 4, 5,
7, 8, 9, 12, 14, 15, 16, 32, 45, 52, and
53:

Government procurement.
Dated: February 21, 1995.

C. Allen Olson,
Director, Office of Federal Acquisition Policy.

Therefore, it is proposed that 48 CFR
Parts 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 12, 14, 15, 16, 32,
45, 52, and 53 be amended as set forth
below:

1. The authority citation for 48 CFR
Parts 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 12, 14, 15, 16, 32,
45, 52, and 53 continues to read as
follows:

Authority: 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 10 U.S.C.
chapter 137; and 42 U.S.C. 2473(c).

PART 2—DEFINITIONS OF WORDS
AND TERMS

2. Section 2.101 is amended by
adding, in alphabetical order, the
definitions, ‘‘In writing’’ or ‘‘written’’
and ‘‘Signature’’ or ‘‘signed’’ to read as
follows:

2.101 Definitions.

* * * * *
In writing or written means any

worded or numbered expression which
can be read, reproduced, and later
communicated, and includes
electronically transmitted and stored
information.
* * * * *

Signature or signed means the
discrete, verifiable symbol of an
individual which, when affixed to a
writing with the knowledge and consent
of the individual, indicates a present
intention to authenticate the writing.
This includes electronic symbols.
* * * * *

PART 4—ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

3. Section 4.101 is revised to read as
follows:

4.101 Contracting officer’s signature.
Only contracting officers shall sign

contracts on behalf of the United States.
The contracting officer’s name and
official title shall be typed, stamped, or
printed on the contract. The contracting
officer normally signs the contract after
it has been signed by the contractor. The
contracting officer shall ensure that the
signer(s) have authority to bind the
contractor (see specific requirements in
4.102 of this subpart).

4.201 [Amended]
4. Section 4.201 is amended in

paragraph (a) by removing the
parenthetical ‘‘(see 4.101(b)),’’; in
paragraph (b)(1) by removing the
parenthetical ‘‘stamped ‘DUPLICATE
ORIGINAL,’ see 4.101(b))’’; and in
paragraph (d) by revising the
parenthetical to read ‘‘(see 30.601(b))’’.

5. Section 4.500, as proposed to be
added in FAR Case 94–770 published
elsewhere in this issue of the Federal
Register, is amended by adding, in
alphabetical order, definitions for
‘‘Electronic commerce’’ and ‘‘Electronic
data interchange’’ to read as follows:

4.500 Definitions.
Electronic commerce means a

paperless process including electronic
mail, electronic bulletin boards,
electronic funds transfer, electronic data
interchange, and similar techniques for
accomplishing business transactions.
The use of terms commonly associated

with paper transactions (e.g., ‘‘copy’’,
‘‘document’’, ‘‘page’’, ‘‘printed’’, ‘‘sealed
envelope’’ and ‘‘stamped’’) shall not be
interpreted to restrict the use of
electronic commerce.

Electronic data interchange means a
technique for electronically transferring
and storing formatted information
between computers utilizing established
and published formats and codes, as
authorized by the applicable Federal
Information Processing Standards.

PART 5—PUBLICIZING CONTRACT
ACTIONS

6. Section 5.101 is amended by
adding a new last sentence to paragraph
(a)(2) introductory text and by adding
paragraph (a)(2)(iv) to read as follows:

5.101 Methods of disseminating
information.

* * * * *
(a) * * *
(2) * * * Electronic dissemination

available to the public at the contracting
office may be used to satisfy the public
display requirement.
* * * * *

(iv) Contracting offices utilizing
electronic systems for public posting
shall periodically publicize the methods
for accessing such information.
* * * * *

7. Section 5.102(a)(4)(i) is revised to
read as follows:

5.102 Availability of solicitations.
(a) * * *
(4) * * *
(i) A copy of the solicitation and

specifications. In the case of
solicitations disseminated by electronic
data interchange, solicitations may be
furnished directly to the electronic
address of the small business concern;
* * * * *

8. Section 5.207 is amended by
adding a new paragraph (c)(2)(xvi) to
read as follows:

5.207 Preparation and transmittal of
synopses.

* * * * *
(c) * * *
(2) * * *
(xvi) If the solicitation will be made

available to interested parties through
electronic data interchange, provide any
information necessary to obtain and
respond to the solicitation
electronically.
* * * * *

PART 7—ACQUISITION PLANNING

7.304 [Amended]
9. Section 7.304(b)(3) is amended in

the first sentence by adding ‘‘, or


