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applications in the higher category and
a lower percentage of rental vouchers
and certificates requested would be
approved for all applications in the
lower category. The HUD Office must
approve the same percentage (at least 80
percent) of each application within each
of the two ranking categories.

Where a HUD Office funds
applications at 100 percent or 80
percent of the rental vouchers and
certificates requested according to rank
order, only to find it has some number
of rental vouchers or certificates left but
not enough to fund the next fundable
application, the next rated application,
or applications receiving the same score,
can be funded to the extent of the
number of rental vouchers or certificates
available provided that each application
receives the same percentage even
though it is less than 80 percent.

If an HA applies for a specific
program (i.e., rental vouchers or rental
certificates) and funding for the
specified program is not available in the
metropolitan allocation area or non-
metropolitan allocation area, the HUD
Office will award the available form of
assistance, even though not specifically
requested by the applicant.

The HUD State or Area Office must
promptly notify the applicable Native
American Programs Office for each
allocation area as to the status of any
applications from IHAs and, if
applicable, the amount of budget
authority to be made available for IHA
applications that were rated high
enough to receive funding. The HUD
State or Area Office must promptly
notify Headquarters (Attention: Budget
Division, Office of Public and Indian
Housing) of any IHA to be awarded
funding so that the funds may be re-
assigned to the appropriate Native
American Programs Office.

(3) Reallocations of Funds
Each HUD Office must make every

reasonable effort to use all available
funds. It may be necessary, however, to
reallocate funds from one HUD Office to
another when the funds are not likely to
be used in the HUD Office to which they
were initially assigned. In such cases,
the following procedures shall be
followed:

(a) Reallocations within the Same
State. If the allocation of funds to a HUD
Office cannot be awarded within the
office jurisdiction during Fiscal Year
1995, funds will be reallocated to
another HUD Office within the same
State where they can be used during
Fiscal Year 1995.

(b) Reallocations Between States. If a
HUD Office cannot use funds within the
same State, those funds will be re-

allocated to another HUD Office for use
in a State where they can be used during
Fiscal Year 1995.

(c) Reallocations Between
Metropolitan and Non-metropolitan
Areas. The HUD Office must follow the
original fund assignments for
metropolitan and non-metropolitan
areas. If there are not enough approvable
applications for the designated
metropolitan or non-metropolitan
budget authority, the HUD Office may
switch the budget authority between a
metropolitan and non-metropolitan area
within the same State, provided that an
offsetting switch can be made in another
State within the HUD Office. If an
offsetting switch cannot be made and
the metropolitan or non-metropolitan
amounts require changes to the fund
assignments, the approval of the Budget
Division, Office of Management and
Policy, Office of Public and Indian
Housing, must be obtained before
switching budget authority between a
metropolitan and a non-metropolitan
area.

(d) Requests for Reallocations. A
request for approval of a reallocation
between States or between metropolitan
and non-metropolitan areas must
explain the reasons that funds cannot be
used in the original State, or
metropolitan and non-metropolitan
area, the amount being withdrawn, the
program type, and the metropolitan/
non-metropolitan mix, and the amount
to be reallocated. These requests must
be submitted to Headquarters
(ATTENTION: Budget Division, Office
of Management and Policy, Office of
Public and Indian Housing) for
approval.

III. Family Unification/Foster Care
Program

(A) Family Unification Application
Deadline Date

The Deadline date for the Family
Unification Program application is
listed in Section I.(B) of the NOFA.

(B) Purpose and Substantive Description
of Family Unification Program

(1) Authority

Section 8(x) of the U.S. Housing Act
of 1937, 42 U.S.C. 1437f(x). The
regulations governing the section 8
rental certificate program are codified at
24 CFR parts 882 and 982. This NOFA
announces the availability of Family
Unification funding under the VA,
HUD-Independent Agencies
Appropriations Act of 1995 (Pub.L. 103–
327, approved September 28, 1994).

(2) Background
The Family Unification Program is a

program under which Section 8 rental
assistance is provided to families for
whom the lack of adequate housing is a
primary factor which would result in:

(a) The imminent placement of the
family’s child, or children, in out-of-
home care, or

(b) The delay in the discharge of the
child, or children, to the family from
out-of-home care.

The purpose of the Family Unification
Program is to promote family
unification by providing rental
assistance to families for whom the lack
of adequate housing is a primary factor
in the separation, or the threat of
imminent separation, of children from
their families.

Rental certificates awarded under the
Family Unification Program are to be
administered by HAs under HUD’s
regulations for the Section 8 rental
certificate program (24 CFR parts 882
and subpart E of part 982). The HA may
issue a rental voucher (24 CFR part 887
and subpart E of part 982 ) to a family
selected for participation in the Family
Unification Program if the family
requests a rental voucher and the HA
has one available.

(3) Eligibility of HAs
HAs currently administering a rental

voucher or certificate program in the
following sixteen states are eligible to
apply except those HAs determined
unacceptable under section I.(D)(2) of
this NOFA: California, Florida, Georgia,
Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Texas, and Virginia.
Applications were limited to HAs in
eleven States by Congress under the VA,
HUD-Independent Agencies
Appropriations Act of 1992, and the
Senate Committee Report for the VA,
HUD-Independent Agencies Act of 1993
allowed HUD to expand the program to
five additional States. The selection of
the five additional States was based on
the caseload of families with children in
foster care within the States. The
information concerning families with
children in foster care was provided to
HUD by the Administration for Children
and Families at the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS).

(4) Program Guidelines
(a) Definitions: For purposes of the

Family Unification Demonstration
Program:

(i) Family Unification eligible family
means a family that:

(A) The public child welfare agency
has certified is a family for whom the


