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As specified by the Act, no funds
shall be used for the acquisition of real
property (including buildings) or the
construction or substantial modification
of any building, the technical training of
environmental management
professionals, or the support of
noneducational research and
development.

V. Eligible Institutions
M. What types of institutions are

eligible to apply to operate this
program?

Only U.S. institutions of higher
education or not-for-profit institutions
(or a consortia of such institutions) may
apply to operate the Environmental
Education and Training Program as
specified under the Act.

N. What type of institution has the
best chance of being selected to operate
this program?

EPA strongly encourages institutions
to cooperate and, where appropriate, to
form a consortium to operate this
program. EPA believes that a
consortium of institutions would be best
suited to operate this training program.
Under this scenario, EPA envisions that
there would be a lead institution who is
responsible for managing the overall
implementation of the training program
and for ensuring that the training
program meets the goals of this notice.
The lead institution would select other
institutions as partners who would
implement specific components of the
training program under the overall
direction and guidance of the lead
institution. Thus, the lead institution
and its partners would be working
cooperatively to develop and deliver a
cohesive training program which
benefits both formal and non-formal
education professionals in various
geographic regions of the country.

EPA believes that a strong consortium
must include both not-for-profit
environmental and/or education
institutions as well as institutions of
higher education. Furthermore, EPA
believes a strong consortium should
include partners that have demonstrated
experience in operating training
programs, not just academic programs.
Consortium partners may also include
Federal, state, local, and tribal
education, environmental protection,
and natural resource agencies as well as
private sector businesses and/or training
institutions. EPA also strongly
encourages cooperation which builds
upon existing environmental education
and training programs, such as those
operated by the National Consortium for
Environmental Education and Training
(NCEET), the North American
Association for Environmental

Education (NAAEE), and the Western
Regional Environmental Education
Council (WREEC) which sponsors
Project Wild, Project Learning Tree, and
Project WET.

EPA believes that a cooperative
approach is important not only because
partnerships can help leverage scarce
resources, but also because working
together can help improve effectiveness
and avoid duplication of effort in a field
which is highly fragmented.
Cooperation is also important to ensure
that the program reaches a culturally
diverse audience of both formal and
non-formal educators in various
geographic region of the country.

O. May an institution be part of or
submit more than one application?

An educational or not-for-profit
institution may appear in more than one
application as a member of a
consortium. However, an educational or
not-for-profit institution may not apply
as the sole applicant or as the lead
institution in a consortium in more than
one application.

P. How has this program been
operated since the first award was made
in 1992?

EPA awarded the first cooperative
agreement in June 1992 to a consortia of
institutions led by the University of
Michigan. This program, called the
National Consortium for Environmental
Education and Training (NCEET),
supports environmental education in
grades K–12 through three primary
mechanisms: teacher in-service training,
information dissemination, and
innovations and assessments.
Subsequent cooperative agreements
were awarded in 1993 and 1994.

NCEET has developed an ‘‘EE
Toolbox’’ which includes workshop
resource manuals for in-service teacher
trainers, and ‘‘EE Link’’ which provides
computerized access to environmental
education information and instructional
materials through the Internet. NCEET
also supports ‘‘small experiments’’
which explore methods of teaching
environmental education, and conducts
assessments of student environmental
literacy and the needs of teachers. For
more information, contact: NCEET,
School of Natural Resources and
Environment, University of Michigan,
430 East University/Dana Building, Ann
Arbor, MI 48109–1115, 313–998–6726.

VI. Program Activities
Q. What activities must be carried out

under this program?
At a minimum, this program must

include:
(1) Support for and dissemination of

training for classroom teachers and
other education professionals. The goal

of training is to ensure that formal and
non-formal education professionals in
various academic disciplines or
curriculum areas and in diverse
geographic, ethnic, and cultural regions
of the country benefit from this
program. Training activities may
include classes, workshops, or seminars
which prepare education professionals
to better utilize new or existing
education materials. Training activities
should emphasize an investigative
approach to learning and should use a
‘‘hands-on’’ process approach to
learning that leads to the development
of problem-solving and critical-thinking
skills. Examples of training activities
are:

a. how to integrate environmental
problem-solving into existing science,
social science, and other curricula areas;

b. how to effectively reach an urban
and multicultural audience; and

c. how to use specific methods or
practices to teach about the
environment.

Special emphasis should be placed
on:

d. using existing good quality training
programs and networks;

e. ensuring that the needs of diverse
ethnic and cultural groups are met;

f. designing classes, workshops, or
seminars that can be broadly
disseminated; and

g. including opportunities for the
international exchange of teachers and
other education professionals between
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico.

(2) Support for or the development
and maintenance of an environmental
education resource library. The goal of
the resource library is to ensure that
good quality education materials,
teaching methods, and programs which
have already been developed are
utilized more fully. New materials,
methods, and programs should be
developed only if it is determined that
they do not exist and are truly needed.
Thus, success should be measured in
terms of the effective dissemination of
existing materials, methods, and
programs, not the development of new
ones. A process should be established
for identifying, evaluating, and
disseminating information on existing
materials, methods, and programs to
identify ‘‘model’’ materials, methods,
and programs. An effective program
should also use appropriate technology
to widely disseminate this information
through mechanisms that include hard
copy and electronic distribution.

(3) Strengthen and expand existing
partnerships and networks. The goal is
to improve the effectiveness of the
environmental education community by
facilitating communication, sharing


