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(1/3). The Department of Commerce will
support only a portion of the direct
costs of each project. Each applicant
will support a portion of the direct costs
(to be specified in the application).
Generally, direct costs are those that are
specifically associated with an award,
and usually include expenses such as
personnel, fringe benefits, travel,
equipment, supplies and contractual
obligations relating directly to program
activity. Allowable costs will be
determined on the basis of the
applicable cost principles, i.e., OMB
Circulars A–21, A–87, and A–122; and
48 CFR Part 31. Applicants will support
all indirect costs.

A minimum of one half (1⁄2) of each
applicant’s support must be in the form
of new cash outlays expressly for the
project. The balance of the applicant’s
support may consist of in-kind
contributions (goods and services). In
the proposed budget, all in-kind
contributions to be used in meeting the
applicant’s share of costs should be
listed in a separate column from cash
contributions. A separate budget
narrative describing these in-kind
contributions should also be included
with the proposal. This information
should be in sufficient detail for a
determination to be made that the
requirements of OMB Circular A–110,
section 23 (a), and 15 CFR Part 24.24 (a)
and (b) are met.

Applicants may charge companies in
the industry or other industry
organizations reasonable fees to take
part in or avail themselves of services
provided as part of applicants’ projects.
Applicants should describe in detail
plans to charge fees.

Type of Funding Instrument
Since ITA will be substantially

involved in the implementation of each
project for which an award is made, the
funding instrument for this program
will be a cooperative agreement.

Eligibility Criteria
Trade associations, nonprofit industry

organizations, state trade departments
and their regional associations
including centers for international trade
development, and private industry firms
or groups of firms in cases where no
entity described above represents that
industry are eligible to apply for
cooperative agreements under this
program. For the purpose of this
program, a ‘‘nonprofit industry
organization’’ is defined as any
nonprofit organization (such as some
chambers of commerce and world trade
centers) made up of firms in an
industry, or which is established or
funded by and which operates on behalf

of an industry. For the purpose of this
program, a ‘‘trade association’’ is
defined as consisting of member firms
in the same industry, or in related
industries, or which share common
commercial concerns. The purpose of
the trade association is to further the
commercial interests of its members
through the exchange of information,
legislative activities, and the like.

Eligible entities may join together to
submit an application as a joint venture
and to share costs. For example, two
trade associations representing different
segments of a single industry or related
industries may pool their resources and
submit one application. Foreign
businesses and private groups also may
join with eligible U.S. organizations to
submit applications and to share the
costs of proposed projects. The
Department of Commerce will accept
applications from eligible entities
representing any industry, subsector of
an industry or related industries. Each
applicant must permit all companies in
the industry in question to participate,
on equal terms, in all activities that are
scheduled as part of a proposed project
whether or not the company is a
member or constituent of the eligible
organization.

Eligible entities desiring to participate
in this program must demonstrate the
ability to provide a competent,
experienced staff and other resources to
assure adequate development,
supervision and execution of the
proposed project activities. Applicants
must describe in detail all assistance
expected from the Department of
Commerce or other Federal Government
agencies to implement project activities
successfully. Each applicant must
provide a description of the
membership of the eligible entity, the
degree to which the entity represents
the industry or industries in question,
and the role, if any, foreign membership
plays in the affairs of the eligible entity.
Applicants should summarize both the
recent history of their industry or
industries’ competitiveness in the
international marketplace and the
export promotion history of the eligible
entity or entities submitting the
application.

Project proposals must be compatible
with U.S. trade and commercial policy.

Award Period
Funds may be expended over the

period of time required to complete the
scope of work, but not to exceed three
(3) years from the date of the award.

Indirect Costs
The total dollar amount of the indirect

costs proposed in an application under

this program must not exceed the
indirect cost rate negotiated and
approved by a cognizant Federal agency
prior to the proposed effective date of
the award or 100 percent of the total
proposed direct costs dollar amount in
the application, whichever is less.
Department of Commerce funds can not
be used to pay indirect costs.

Application Forms and Kit
Standard Forms 424 (Rev. 4–92),

424A (Rev. 4–92), and 424B (Rev. 4–92)
and other Department of Commerce
forms, which are required as part of the
application, are available from the
contact person indicated above.
Applicants must submit a signed
original and three (3) copies of the
application and supporting materials.

Project Funding Priorities
Applications may be targeted for any

market in the world. In ITA’s view,
projects in the following sectors and
countries present opportunities to
develop, maintain and expand overseas
markets and enhance jobs through U.S.
exports:

(a) Sectors: Environmental
technologies, transportation
technologies, energy technologies,
information technologies, health
technologies, and financial services; and

(b) Geographic Markets: Argentina,
Brazil, China, Hong Kong, India,
Indonesia, Korea (South), Mexico,
Poland, Russia and the Newly
Independent States of the former Soviet
Union, South Africa, Taiwan, and
Turkey.

Developing a project plan requires
solid background research. Applicants
should study, and applications should
reflect such study of, the following:

1. The market potential of the good(s)
or service(s) to be promoted in a
particular market(s),

2. The competition from host-country
and third-country suppliers, and

3. The economic situation and
prospects that bear upon the ability of
a country to import the good(s) or
service(s).

Applicants should present in their
applications an assessment of industry
resources that can be brought to bear on
developing a market; the industry’s
ability to meet potential market demand
expeditiously; and the industry’s after-
sales service capability in a particular
foreign market(s).

After describing their completed basic
research, applicants should develop
marketing plans that set forth the overall
objectives of the projects and the
specific activities applicants will
undertake as part of these projects.
Applications should display the


