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PRESIDENT 'S COMMISSION {\L_) v
ON THE

ASSASSINLTION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY

Washington, D. C.
Monday, Fcbhruary 24, 1964
The Presldent's Commisslon met, pursuant o recess, at
5:10 p.m,, 1ln The Hearing Room, Fourth Floor, 200 Maryland
hvenue, Northeast, Washlngton, D. C., Chief Justlce Earl Yarren,
presidilng.
PRIISENT :
Chlef Justlcee EBarl Warren, Chalrman
Senator John Cooper, Mcmber
Reprcsentaﬁive Gerald R. Ford, Mcmber
Allen W. Dulles, Member

P

J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel
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The Chairman. The Commission will be in order,

The irgt itvem on our agenda today is recent disclosures
by Marira Oswald regarding Lee Harvey Oswald and Richard #. Hixon.

Vould you cxprecs your vieuws as to what should be doae to
Tollow That up, Mr, Rankin? I think the Commlsslon ls all familie:x
now with the testlmony.

Mr, Rankin. Ve recomnend to the Coemmlivslon that the tectimoin

of James Maxtln be taken promptly, and we suggested Taucsday,

& . . -
fb\nqi February 27, at 9 a.m, Ve have communicated with his counsed,
v Q?

4
< ?T#- e, Thorne, and Mr. Martin has 1lndicated he is willing to come
> 2 4in at that time of his cun volitlon and testify. And we have

glven him a list of docdménts that we would llke to have him
produce whlch relatgs vo anything he has concerning any conversa-
tlons ond advice, instructions andéd other material of that kind
concerning the testlmony of Mrs. Marina Oswald or preparatlon of
artlcles by her, or other things of that character.

Vle have planned, then, csubJect to the Commlsslon's approval,
Yo have him on Thursday of thls uweek.

The Chalrman, Gentvlemen, is there any discussion of that
mavtoe?

I, Dulles. I think that 1s wilge.

The Cholywan. If not, ycu tray procced in that manner,
be . Raniclr.,

The rext ltem is the area of security precautlons -- letter

from Secwetary Dillon To the Chalrman, and the proposed resnonse.
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Je have 2ll hadméopies of that. We have dilscussed 1t
informaliy.
You have the approved drait, have you not, M-, Rankln?
v, Rankin, I have, My, Chalvman.
The Chaleman, If there is no objectlon, you will be iastructed

To put that in form to be sent ~-to be signed by me.

L2 -

e, Ranlkin, VYes, sir,
The Chaivian. Nert 1s proposed letvters requesting
informaticn to Denariment of Justlce, Central Intelligence Agency,

)

Depaciment of Treasury, and represeantative polilce commigsionces.
These letters were witoachments 1, 2, and 3 To agenda of Jaauvacy
27th.

I suppose, Me, Rankin,that those letters should be made o
conform to the letier that we .write %o the Secrztary of the
Treasury and so changed to be sent to the respectlve departments.

Ve, Ranicin. That 1S5 my recommendatlon, Mr. Chalrman,

The Chalrman. Is there any dlscussion of that?

I there 13 no objectlon, that will be done.

The next item on vhe agenda 1s status report on allegation
that Lee Harvvey Oswald was an undercover agent for the Federal
Burcau: of Investigaiion or other Federal investigatlve agency.
Fe, donlein?

e, Rantcin., We have enclosed as part of your exhibits here

what we have in vegard to the varlous affidavles of agents,

I%r, Hoover personally, and the Intervieus that were had with
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the varlous Dallas of<ficials and newspaper reporvers. We checked

-

out Mr, Hucgliing,as you willl recall, who sent me the sourc2

-

of The rumor, and we Lhccled out all other gources, and the

reports ave here, and they all show negatvive., There wasn't any
disclosure by Mr, Hudglzins. He sald he had such information, but

he refugsed vo divzlose his source, and he dld not Indlcate that

w

he had anything wore than the number that he sald and the clalm
that there was such a velatlonship., That 1s 211 here in these

reports.

A <)
.Hig//?O;

Then, as you recall, ue informed you before that the address
in ¢he tvelephone number book of Lee Oswald had in 1% the name
of Hosty, and his telephdne nuimber and hig auvonoblle license,
and that it wasn't in the transcription of that Information
whilch was furnished ¢o us by the F.B.I. And we have wrliten
o the P _B.I, to ask them, an offlclal inqulry, how that coula
happen, and to furnish us all of the informatlon concernlng that
occurrence. A&nd we have not received a reply yet.

The Chalrwan., Very well,

{z there any dlscusslon of that, or any action necded?

Me. Rankin, Fo. UWe plan to follow up on this whole problem,
2% the Comaission has indlcatved, of clalms about undercover
agents, and we are going to repoet Lo you,

Rep. Ford., Theve will be reports from other agenciles aside

I:_J

B

from the i

Me, Ronkln. VYes, the sameé inqgulry addressed vo them., And

rd
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we have these comprehensilve memoranda tha®t have been developld

;.»

Tor five of the cix arcas, and we hnve samplcs or ceopies cY Lo

of them fow the Commlssloners to examlne when they have tiwme.

And then in accordance with the discussion here today, ue
willl prepare a detailed program of developing the cevidencce oi

witnecsces, first by recomimendations as To those that should appc

before the Commission or a member of the Ceoumisslon, in acccerdance

with the procedures already established, and then another 1ist
off those that should appear for sworn testimony by dauesticn and
answer forim, and a thled list by afflidavit, and we will Indicatce
in that 1ist the reasons why we thlink they should he classified
In each catepory. and askuthe Commission for instructions as t©o
whethere that will be acceptable, or whether they wish to have one
or some of the wltnesses from one category to another.

Rep. ford. About when would that be ready, Mr. Rankin?

M, Rankin, I hope that will be rgady by the end of the
week.

The Chairman., All right.

1s thore anything further on that? Any questloas about 1t¢?

Mow, the letter desipned to bring ahout UWalter Cralg's
appointcrient ac advisor was approved. And subsequent to that,
Mr. Raniin and I had a visit with Me, Craig, and the President-~
elecet of the American Par Assoclatlon, Mr. Powell, and they
agreed to -- that Mr. Cralg should serve 1ln that capacity, és

advisor $¢o the Commission concerning the lnvolvement of Lee

-
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Harvey Oswald in the assasslnation of President Kennedy. HMr. Cralg
sald that he felt that he should have the approval of his board
of governors, and that he would report to me on this day.

He phoned me about half an hour ago and stvated that ke had
the approval of his board, and that he would accept the assignment
and would be here temorrow morning to discuss the matter With
Me, Ranltin, and with me.

Rep. TPord. Do I remember that we tentatlvely approved an
annouricement or neuws release at the time we diécussed the letier,

and thet¢ would pe in that format?

" /},'Q

b The Chairman. That is right. You have that.

Mr, Rankln, I have“fhat.

The Chailrman. After discussling it wlth Mr. Craig tomorrow,
ve will be prepared to issue it.

And, Incldentally, he and Mr. Powell agreed to that statement,
also, at our conference a fow days ago.

Mr. Bankln. VYes, sir,

The Chairman. Gznilemen, is there anything further?

Mr. Dulles. 0ff the record.

(Discussion of? the record.)

The Chairman. Is there anything further to come before
the meeting, gentlemen?

If not, we wlll adjourn.

(lmereupon, at 5:20 p.m., the Commission recessed, to

reconveine at ©9:00 a.m., Thursday, February 27, 1964.)



