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16 May 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: Executive Secretary,
CIA Management Committee

SUBJECT ¢ "Family Jewels"

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to
forward for your personal review summaries of activities
conducted either by or under the sponsorship of the
Office of Security in the past which in my opinion con-
féict with the provisions of the National Security Act
of 1947.

2. These activities cover the period from
March 1959 to date and represent as accurate a record
as is available in our files. Those activities which
took place prior to the date of my appointment as
Director of Security on 1 July 1964 have been developed
to a certain extent through the recellection of the
senior people in this Office who were involved or who
had knowledge of the activities at the time they
occurred,

3. T have gone back to March 1959 because I
believe that the activities occurring since that time
still have a viable "flap potential™ in that many of the
people involved, both Agency and non-Agency are still
alive and through their knowledge of the activity repre-
sent a possible potential threat or embarTassment to the
Agency. 1 would be glad to provide clarification or an
explanation of any of these activities if desired. You
have my assurance that unless otherwise stated each of
these activities was approved by higher authority--the
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Director of Central Intelligence, the Deputy Director
of Central Intelligence, the Executive Director-
Comptroller, or the Deputy Director for Support.

Director of

Attachments
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Attachment A

“EAMILY JEWELS'

Johnny Roselli -- The use of a member of the
Mafia in an attempt to assassinate Fidel Castro.

Project MOCKINGBIRD -- During the period from 12
March 1963 to 15 June 1963, this 0Office
installed telephone taps on two Washingtom-
based newsmen who were suspected of disclosing
classified information obtained from a vaviety
of governmental and cengressional sources.

Yuriy Ivanovich Nosenko -- A KGB defector who from
the period 13 August 1965 to 27 October 1867

was confined in a specially constructed “jail"
at He was literally confined in a
ce r& with nothing but a cot in it

for this period.

Various Surveillance and Support Activities --
These are briefly summarized and range {rom
the surveillance of newsmen to the prevision
of specialized support of local police officials
in the Metropolitan area. I believe that each
one is self-explanatory and, therefore, no further
comment is needed here.

Equipment Support to Local Police -- Attached is a
1ist provided me by the Director of Logistics
{he will simply report these items in his
report] which we have provided local pelice in
the Metropelitan D. C. area over the past four
or five years on indefinite loan. During the
pericd when the Agency's imnstallations in this
area appeared to be a target of dissident elements
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7.

8.

a conscious decision was made by the Agency to
utilize the services of local police to repel
invaders in case of riot er dissension as

opposed to utilization of our GSA guards, who

are not trained in this type of activity. This
equipment has been issued over the years 1o

local police, principally Fairfax and Arlington
County Police Departments. I do not beslieve

that this is totally illegal under the provisions
of the Mational Security Act of 1947, but I am in-
cluding it since I am sure that it would be con-
sidered as such in light of the recent congressional
fuss over our police training activities.

tudio Countermezsures Support to the United States
Secret Service

Test of Specialized Equipment in Miami Tmmediately
Priocr to the Political Convention There
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SUBJECT: Johnny Roselll

1. In fugust 1960, Mr. Richard M. Bissell
approached Colonel sheffield Edwards to determine if
the Office of Security had assets that may assist in a
sensitive mission requiring gangster-type action. The
mission target was Fidel Castro.

7. pecause of its extreme sensitivity, only a
small group was made privy to the project. The DOL was
briefed and gave his approval. Colenel J. C. King,
Chief, WH Division, was briefed, but all details were
deliberately concealed from any of the JMWAVE officials.
Certain TSD and Communications personnel participated
in the initial planning stages, but were not witting of
the purpose of the mission.

3. Robert A. Maheu, a cleared source of the
nffice of Security, was contacted, briefed generally on
the project, and requested to ascertain if he could
develop an entree into the gangster elements as the first
step toward accomplishing the desired goal.

4. Mr. Maheu advised that he had met one Johnny
Roselli on several occésions while visiting Las Vegas.
He only knew him casually through clients, but was given
to understand that he was a high-ranking member of the
"gyndicate” and controlled all of the ice-making machines
on the Strip. Maheu reasoned that, if Roselli was in
fact a member of the clan, he undoubtedly had connectiens
leading inte the Cuban gambling interesis.

£. Maheu was asked to approach Roselli, who knew
Mzheu as a personal relations executive handling domestic
and foreign accounts, and tell him that he had recently
bheen retained by a client who represented several inter-
national business firms which were suffering heavy financial
losses in Cuba as a result of Castro's action. They were
convinced that Castro's removal was the answer to their
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problem and were willing to pay a price of $150,000
for its successful accomplishment. Tt was to be made
clear to Roselli that the United States Government was
not, and should not, become aware of this operation.

6. The pitch was made to Roselli on 14
September 1960 at the Hilton Plaza Hotel, Mew York City.
Mr, James O'Connell, Office of Security, was present
during this meeting and was identified to Roselli as an
employee of Maheu. O'Connell actively served as Roselli's
centact until May 1962 at which time he phased out due
to an overseas assigoment. His initial reaction was to
avoid getting involved, but through Maheu's persuasion,
he agreed to introduce him to a friend, Sam Gold, who
knew the "Cuban crowd.” Roselli made it clear he did
not want any money for his part and believed Sam would
feel the same way. Neither of these individuals were
ever paid out of Agency funds.

7. During the week of 25 September, Maheu was
introduced to Sam who was staying at the Fontainebleau
Hotel, Miami Beach. It was several weeks after his
meeting with Sam and Joe, who was identified to him as
a courier operating between Havana and Miami, that he
saw photographs of both of these individuals in the
Sunday supplemental "Parade." They were identified as
Momo Salvatore. Giancana and Santos Trafficant, respectively.
Eoth were on the list of the Attorney General's ten most-
wanted men. The former was described as the Chicage
chieftain of the Cosa Nostra and successor to Al Capone,
and the latter, the Cesa Nostra boss of Cuban operations.
Maheu called this office immediately upon ascertaining
this information.

8., In discussing the possible metheds of
accomplishing this mission, Sam suggested that they not
resort to firearms but, if he could be furnished some
type of potent pill, that could be placed in Castro's food
or drink, it would be a much more effective operation.

Sam indicated that he had a prospective nominee in the

person of Juan Orta, a Cuban official who had been receiving
kick-back payments from the gambling interests, who still had
access te Castro, and was in a financial bind.
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9. TSD was requested to produce six pills of
high lethal content.

10. Joe delivered the pills to Orta. After
several weeks of reported attempts, Orta apparently pgot
cold feet and asked out of the assignment. He suggested
another candidate who made several aticmpts without
SUCCes55.,

11. Joe then indicated that Dr. Anthony Verona,
one of the principal officers in the Cuban Exile Junta, had
become disaffected with the apparent ineffectual progress
of the Junts and was willing to handle the mission through
his own resources.

12. He asked, as a prervequisite to the deal, that
he be given $10,000 for organizational expenses and requested
$1,000 worth of communications equipment.

1%, Dr. Verona's potential was never fully
exploited, as the project was canceled shortly after the
Bay of Pigs episode. Verona was advised that the offer
waz withdrawn, and the pills were retrieved.

14, Of significant interest was an incident
which involved a request levied by Sam upon Maheu.

- " At the height of the project negotiations,
Sam expressed concern about his girlfriend,
Phyllis McGuire, who he learned was getting
much attention from Dan Rowan while both werte
booked at a Las Vegas night club. BSam asked
Maheu to put a bug in Rowan's room to deter-
mine the extent of his intimacy with Miss
McGuire. The technician invelved in the assign-
ment was discovered in the process, arrested,
and taken to the Sheriff's office for questioning.
He called Maheu and informed him that he had
been detained by the pelice. This call was made
in the presence of the Sheriff's personnel.

Subsequently, the Department of Justice
announced its intention to presecute Maheu along
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with the technician, On 7 February 1962,

the Director of Security briefed the Attorney
General, Roebert Kennedy, on the circumstances
leading up to Maheu's involvement in the
wiretap. Al our request, prosecution wWas
dropped.

15. In May 1862, Mr. William Harvey took over
as Case Officer, and it is not known by this office
whether Roselli was used operationally from that point on.

16, It was subseguently learned frem the FBI
that Roselli had been convicted on six counts involving
illegal entry into the United States. Our records do not
reflect the date of conviction, but it is believed to
have been sometime during November 1967.

17. 0On 2 December 1968, Roselli, along with
four other individuals, was convicted of conspiracy to
cheat members of the Friars Club of §$400,000 in a rigged
gin rummy game.

18. Mr. Harvey reported te the 0ffice of Security
of his contacts with Roselli during November and December
1967 and January 1968. It was his belief that Johnny
would not seek out the Agency for assistance in the deporta-
tion proceedings unless he actually faced deportation.
Roselli expressed confidence that he would win an appeal.

19, On 17 November 1970, Maheu called James
0'Connell, Roselli's first Case Officer, to advise that
Maheu's attorney, Ed Morgan, had received a call from a
Thomas Waddin, Roselli's lawyer, who stated that all
avenues of appeal had been exhausted, and his client now
faces deportation. Waddin indicated that, if somecne did
not intercede on Roselli's behalf, he would make a complete
expose of his activities with the Agency.

20, On 18 November 1970, Mr. Helms was briefed
on the latest development in this case, and it was decided

that the Agency would not in any way assist Roselli. Maheu
was so advised of the Agency's position, and he was in
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complete agreement with our stand. He further advised
that he was not concerned about any publicity as it
affected him personally should Roselli decide to tell

all.
21, Subsequently, Roselll or someone on his
hehalf furnished Jack Anderson details of the operation.

Attached are two Anderson columns dealing with this
matter.

27. The last known residence of Roselli was the
Federal Penitentiary in Seattle, Washington.

Attachments
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