WEEMS BRBUP
OSHTI

NOV.
HEETING

Tha Hoxw., OSHTI maating
again sSaw 3 gathering of tha
clan From ODSHTI and fFrom
Faetarboro’'s Kawartha Club.
Althouah I rut on more
coffee, the 38 cups did not
slaka this thirsty group.
The Kawartha - B =174 ) has
inwvited all of w= +ta their
Lac. 1Zth Clacl. meeting.
Bob Boone will ha down From
Morth Eaw ta =all his TT
wares at this meeting. Irf
gyou are interested ocontact
Tom or simply show up at
Tom" = rlace bufore & »m on
Dao. lz2. Hea San form a
Aroup and take fewer
wvehicles. That's Wad. Dac.
l2th.

Everyone is
bring thair COMPLETED TI
SURUVEY g = tha next OSHTI
meating on Mon. Dac. l9th.
WHa will mail it tco FPaul
Brnold in Louisiana en massea
to sawve zome postagae.

Thare were a Ffaw lLtems of
business 0 talke care of. A
thank you latter and a short
suUrwvey regarding the recant
Ho=<r. d4th Computar Exhikition
was received from Jim
Creislhton. They area having
anothsr exhibition Crname is
changed to a SOMPUTER FAIR>
in Bowmanville on Sun.June 2
l1as1l.

We also received a letter
tfrom CULLEH GARDENS regarding
a groupr rate for tours during
the winter. Althouah it WaS
suuggestad that we could make
this a, group evening for
membars anrdc families, it

reminddd to

USHAB® w1 WQWE D
cm%ﬁ% E

T wacated

OOOv

amm% .

dldn‘t recalive much
Christmas is
duUess .

Thanlt ot
submitting a

interesgst,.
hectic enowah, I

*to Bok Rounra for
rnewslattar item.
If AVeryone contributas a
little, it will malce woLIYr
editor’s job a little cazsiar
and add to thae flavour of our
Nnewslsttear,
Bob also
degscription
The kasis of it is’
can “'pigag—back"
CGROM chips in
board. This

gave a brief
of thisz article.
Jthat
the hbasic
Yyour  mother
will then malke
room for othear ropul ax GROM
chips to bhe inserted into the
SPIACE .« This could
include thinss like MULTI
FLAN, EDITOR-ASSEMBLE atc. I
don’'t think that it wotld
allow EX~-BASIC +to ba
installad since thara ara
ROMS as well a.s GROMS
involwved.
I krmow
askiny
heclt’'s a
GROM

YHOTL &are probakly
woursalf, what +the
GROM and a ROM. A
is a Grayhies Raad Onrnlys
Memory chip. GROMS oannot ba
written +to, they are
rarmanently burrecd into the
chip with a wvarietw of
things., mnainly Rrogrammas
written in tha GPLCGraphics
Frogramming Languageae . . In
fact GROM chips can s2tvren have
rrogrammas written in BASIC.

The ROMES ara Raacd Qnly
Mamory chips which aAra
usually writtan in machine
coda far fast rrocassing.
EXTENDED BASIC has 2 ROMS in
it to add extra cammands to
the machina. Both of +these
chips are praprogsrammad.

The contantz of GROMS or
ROMS can be transyportad to
ORAM chips (Graphics Read Aand
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write Memcorwy) . These chips
arae found in hardware add-ons

l1ike the ‘GRAM-KRACKER* and
the ‘P-GRAM’' <{available from
HORIZOCH> . Currently s Only
Gary Mader in aur cluk has
such a  devicea. If worr had
ocna of the=se than HOu cowuld

of a GROCOH
re—write
in your

zave the contents
o ROM +to di=l and
it when i+ is placed

GRAM davisa, Thare is no
CoOPY-write broken here =zince
YOU MUST  OWH thea cartricdaoe

befora wou can oo this, RIGHT

¥
I hope that explains it a

hbit ANYWAY . For those
interestad there ara Some
article=s I can lead wyou

to .

Tha Howvember Disk

DS8HTI >containad a
couple of wvery sood gsamaes and
& TTILITY Program called
ARCHIE. ARCHIE allows wou
run E-A T {a particul ar tupa
of Projrammea type) programs
from an ARCHived vaersion of
i+, For . exampla, an E-a &
game cannot excead 33 seaotors
in lenath. If they do, than
they re-chainaed together
Using consacutive riles which
end in the next highest ascii
swuymbhol . For @xampla, thea
gsame ZAMXOHN is mada From 3
fFilas ZAXAOH ,Z2AXX00D and
ZAaX¥oFr. Each of <these filas
Can e 33 sector M&a>X i mum.
What ARCHIE allows wou +o do
is to put ZAXX0ON as ONE filae
o wour Adiskh. T+t than loads
the Sgame as J sagmants o it
rerforms axactly the same.

What ara the advantages of
using ARCHIE. Wall for one,
gou save some disk zpace and
chly have CHME HAME FILE for a
GAME. I+t aprsars to run this
game from start-up a little
faster, but this is Just mys
ohserwvation.

What do wou have to do to
gdet the same as one file ?
Tha answar i€ o ARCHIUE or
coempact the 2 or 32 aor 4 etc
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of the month <(DOM -

files into 1. To do this you
usa the ARCHIUER program by
Barry Boona CwsEn 3.82>.
However, when ygou do +this., DO
HOT COMPRESS the filaes only
FACK " them togethar.
Compression further recduces
space, but ARCHIE canncot, at
the moment CUsn l1.@> do
compressed files. I would
thinik that this will
avantually be po=s=sikble in the
futurea ., bhbut only 1f there is
Nno g¢great loss in time.

This utility is a
FAIREWARE offering by JIM
REISS. Thare is a ARCHIE-DODC
file on the DOM to explain
how to use and REINBURSGE Jim
for his work.

IF ¥0U USE IT.
a CONTRIEBUTION:;
uswally wvery small.

PLEASE make
thay are

The Toronto DOM containacd
the GAME of EBARRAGE, =% 21 of
the fazstaxt Joustiale Samasx
around. It offars T an
interesting option for
rlaving the 2 rlaver Aame .
Onea of the options is
2-»lavar <CO OFPERATIVELY and
the other is Z2-playar
COMPETITIVELY.

There wera also a numberr
of PRINTER wutilities on the
9TSer DOM . One of thesaea

allows wou to put up to 268 TI
ARTIST pictures on one naga .
Arnother utility allows wou to
print out a disk cover.,
Thase were both fairewars
offarings; read the Docs o
find ot who to send
contributions to, if You usea
it.

There is a2 corraction to
the SLIMKY game on the How.
DOM. It will be availaklae on
theae Christmas odisl.

I hope avaryona
chance  to gaat ona of
bargoons offered durings
maeting. If WO have any
cartricdges ygou wish to sell
or SWap. bring them to the
naxt meeting.

had a
the
this

Tha next meating. Monday
Dec. 19th is a GUY¥Y"’'S in
Whithu, a "suburh”’ of Oshawa

? Ouy has had an extension so

that he can finish of £ his
basament. I can’t wait ta
saae {t. :

-2 -



Here is a trick
for fixina disks
that Just stop
tTurning. Yes, 1t SJust stops
turning inm its Jacltat. The

cause of +this may simply he

age or a bend in the wplastic
Jacket. I hawve had this
happen to me about ocnce a
yamsy with - Commoodors oAdi=d
drive and a disk I use onca
or twice a2 weelk, It Just
stops turning.

of course, I hawve a EBEACK
UP {(zomeawhere 7> but, if tlhiw

baclk up is at home and I am
at work what to odo 77

Takae a2 sharpo Irnife, axac+tn
a®t al and apen up the disk
Jacka+t (that black plastic
anvelope) CAREFULLY. Take
another dislkette, rrefaerably
HEW and opan i1t wup. Do this
290 that the HNEW cdisl Jacket
can bhe taped shut. I susgest
Prying um tha flaps by
wedaing the exacto blade
under the saaled Flaps. Lif<t
up two 2 af the Fflaps and
slide the naw dislk out
touching it only at the
cantral hub. You are not
40ing to really usa the new
dizk Just the Jacket. Talte
the ‘Jammed’ disk out of its
Jacket and place it in  the
naw Jacket; he careful to »ut
i+ RIOHT SIDE uUp. If it has
a hul which is hardar on one
zicle this will be easy. Tare
+thea Jacka+t closad and xrlace
it in the disk drive and do a

cataloyg. If it doasn’t work,
then mavhea it is=s in
backwards, If it doesn’t

turn then wow have not =eated
it correctly.

The two or thraee times
that I hawve done this, it has
worked. Tha riaxt thing I

TUgFSsSEt 13 +to make atnotheri
BACK up of this valuabla
dislh. Use the ratapeaecd
diskatta 25 a3 baclupr or malie
another copvy.

What do wowu do with the
new dist and the old jackaet 7
Frizhees mavwhe . I usuwally
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both. I haven’'t sesan
angone owut there =&]lling
those rlastic

Jackets by
themselwas. ‘

For those paople whao krnow

me . I will no doubt saveg the
disk sleasva.
Tom :

FUNNELWER
vsn 4.31

Charles Good : ima
agroup has sent out newslatter
subscribkers and sxchanges the

latest wersion of FUNHELWEE,
Usn, 4.321.

This contains the wvastly
improwved DISKREUIEW Rrogram
which will irtual ly
@liminate the nead Ffor DISkKD
and IM~1l888. DIBKREUVUIEW is a

comprehaensive Programme
anakl ing vou to do mo=xt disik

opaerations arad sector
aditing. I+ is also
accassible £From the MAIN B

LOAD menu and from the EDITOR
screaans.,

It is also windowed and
mernwue ol For usarfriendliness
minutes I was akle +to AcCCe=Es
most functions easzily without
readina the DOCS.

Whila the DISKREUIEW
rrogramme takes wuUp a lot of
sSpace on the di=l, thinas
like DISKPATCH and DSKU can
ba gliminated. Al though, I
think most people will want

and

to kaep DISKY for adding
reading file commants.

T HA H K ¥y 0 o!
C H a RILTIE G o 0 D,
LIMA USERS‘'GROUP -

Northern
Dancer :

Whe was HORTHERHN
DANCER ? Just one 4
of the greatest racag
horses who ewver ran
is all.

Happrily he past away after

many gleeful yaars at stud.
Ho dowulkt., ha died with a
<grin> on his face. Whan I
retire. I would like to =0

that route too ! Dreamer.

-}
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To give wou an idea of how
word about our club travels
wyou can aszk Liz Conlin. She
rhoned me from FPiclering one
niaght lazt month and wondered
how shea could get TOoOme TI
stuff. She had received my
rhone numhbe r from Stave
Michelson af the Toronto
ST9ar grouyp. Li= haof heen
referad o them by TEXAS
IHSTRUMEHNTS in Richmonod Hill.
Liz and her huskand have
thrae school agwo childran
and she was looking for
mocdulas to go with her TI 99,
She had even placed an order
with TRITOH {(bhefore they sold
oyt to T.M. Direct Product
Marketing as reported in our
last newslettar). TRITOHN
wrote her back a lattar
informing her that =zhe wowuld
have o deal with T.M.
inztead. When sha got thru
te T.M, they told her that
they WILL MO SHIF TO <AaHaDa.
In fact thaeir 85089 number,
alsgo reported in last month’s

newsleattar, will HQT WORK
FROM CcAMADA either.
Howevear, bacausea Liz had

rlaced her ordar pricor to the
transfer, T.M. will ship henr

orcder, but not any others.
Looks 1lilke ws CANUCKS ArS
out acf lwuwcl, What haprenad

to that FREE~TRADE
anywawy 7
Wa bettar find a realative

agraament

in Buffala, akh 7

On the plus side, we hope
+that the Cconlin‘s will Join
our clukp and make use of the

caszette library until wa can
£ ine #hemra disk syst-m._

Wealcome

OPA °’s
80cclumns

OPA alka Garg Bowsear)>
reports that he is =till
worlking on the TIM (886 column

cardd>. Garw wants +the
axpansgion »ort to ba Msable
for future reriferals like
GEN-LOQCK devices and image
digitizers. Gary has also
had a slow timea getting the
9958 vidao chips as well.
Gary " =till hopes +to e able

to daliver the goads bhefore
St.NHiok flies.

C Youres +truly iz on the
SO0 here’s hoyxing.

.mr BUST

liz+

vy

Intarasted in

cther area
meatings 7?7 The KAWARTHA group
will be meeting o Dec. la2+th
(Wad.?>? and tha Toronto Gryo.

on Dec. 13th. If wou want
o Jat +to thea KAWARTHA
meating hba at Tom’s ®»lace hy
8 om SHARF! We will FOOL-UP

to Fave the cost of aach of
us driving.

P.S. Tom finally brouaht
a ‘Nnew ”’ l9¢ges cCar. Taea. I
gaid new... rhen comparecd to
a 1979 Volwvo anwgthing is new.

This= i=x owur fFirst Xy
product. I now am a true
- =khlua collar OSHAMAN, &r "’

OSHAWANTIAN =7

MUARRC Floppy
Controller: b

For those preopls with a
MYARC di=sl controller Cnot
many but a few?>. Thare is a
nice utility brril+t ints it
that allows oL to gat &
catalog of any drive from 1

to 4 by doing a CALL DIRC#)
from baszic o Xhasic
(#=1.,2.,3.4>. Works Just
fine. It will not agcess

drives akove 4. ]
to read wour manual.

I+t helps to
ah?

OSHTI DEC l1898@ -3-



And
Tthe

winner
is..”

Congratulations +to iKeith
for winning the 568-50 draw at
the last QOSHTI meeting. It
shows what can bhe done if you
hava to write a3 gquick Pprogram
to generate a random number.

128 REANDOMIZE

119 MX=24

128 X=INTCRNMND¥¢MX+1>

l4e PRINT X

RANDOMIZE in lire 109 sats

the random numbearr sanarator
to an unpredictable sagquenca.
Tha wvalue M in line
the largest wvalue we want for
oUr answer; in our case 24.
In line lzop wae wusa RNHND the

actual random numbhar o maka
our selaction. BEMND is a
numbher chosan from the
gsanerator =uch that the
number is BETWEEN a and 1
for example 2.210346543.

The multipnlication by MX

gives yus the corract ramng of
nkmbars ., The addition of 1
malkes sura that we naver and
upr with a numbher less than 1.

This iz the working part
of any asame which selects a
random numbar for such things
a5 what to USse in a math
QAEPESaiOH such that wou have
a different number esach time
ar what rosition to set an
attacking ship at.

The nex+t wvariation o f
zatting a rancdom number is

ohe wused in card gdames =0
that the samea card is not
zelectecd. .

Use the Tame linas as

akbowve but adapt them sligshtly
to make sure that the card
hazs rot already kean picked.

190 RAMDOMIZE
165 DIM FL<{EZ)
lle MX=52
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lle is

128 X=THT(RMDMsMX}+1)>
138 IF FL(X>=1l THEN 120
ELSE 135

138 FL{X»=1

148 FPRIMT X

1S9 GOTO 12

This pProgarammsa USRS the
fFflay CFL( > to make sure

between
not salected.

that the gzame number
1 and =3 isx

When the arraw FL is
dimensioned in line 185, all
of is elements (FLCl>Y . FLC(Z2>
Jetc. are set to ZEROQ. When
the flagi(eg, FL<{18>=1 for
A=18a b is Tat in 135 wou

cannot use that number axain.

When wYou run this programme
the tima to print X in line
149 increasgses since your
choica is limited aftex the
numbker has baan selaected.
This is a slow but effective
way to check for the
rre-salection of numbers , I

am sura that there are other
WAYS . Some which might be
faster. If gou think of one
lat me know. B

GERMAN T1I
FRIRE
& NRSH :

I thowuash+t that evarvgona
migh+t hanefit from the
articles that I found in two
HNovw., 18309 TI Tsar Group
hews letters- The LAa TopIcs
and the CONINI (Central Dhio

nawglatter’. The article by
Jim Petarson on the European
TI Faire in Cermang makes
great reading and +tells wus=s a

‘"lot about how diffarent
things are +thera. T+ alzsan
gives wE an insight into the

Amarican point of wiew.

Tha second articlae (from
LAY gives the Fregquenciaes
usao by HASA when it
commumrnicatacd with +he
AZtromnauts . Any HAM radio
oparators out there l1ike

Keith and Bill Watts might ke
interestad in this inmnfo. I
found it interaesting that
they wera even awvailabkle +to
the lawvman.<p».7.8.18, ll)

_s_



LUNI O )

CONTEST
CONTEST
PRIZE/

This is an L ¥ ¥ 35
oG . All wou hawve to do is
to smilect s name for The
DEHTI newsletter. Didn’t ywou
notice, we don‘t have one.

For axamplea, the
FPittsburash Useaer Group
newsletter is call the THE
PUG PERIFEERAL, the Los
Angelas newsletter is called
the LA TopICs and the Lima
newslettar is called, BITS
BYTES and PIAELS . s 2 « bu<t
ours has HO HAME'

This contest will ke opern
+ill & Nname i=s selected by a
majority vote of OSHTI

memhbaers Ca run~off
neadadl .

What will ba thea prize you
SaY. I think a suitabls one
migaht bhbe the CSHTI disl of
the month for 13381 or a pieace
of TI softwara, lilke PFPAGE FPRO
or TIBacsea or avean a2 wYearcos
subscription to the OSHTL
ATroUK . The choice will be up
o the winner.

We invite antries from anyg
of ouy OSHTI members as well

may bhe

asz angone from the Usar
ArOoOULS that we corresyond
with.

Lat’s have an idaa FROM
YouUu ¢

Send vour newsletter name
ta O0SHTI as printad on ragea
19, or bring tham t9o the naxt
O3HTI meeting.

Youw can alsao rhona them

inteo Tom or Raw or Gust.

ﬁ& salutfe
1o our
forces

. HE . the comments
regarding a recent EAR (East
Anglia Region? nawsletter.
It Seenmns that some reopla
took offense to the US eagle
i rntaec on tha Fromtpagea
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along with a message of -
encourasemant +ta s and
British FRrviceman in the
Parsian Gulf.

I wotuld 1ike to acld mw
positive comment toward the
front Paus ., i1+ was wary
tasteful ., timely and nicely
dorne . L am not one who
Tuprports war bhbut the ones who
ara ovar there Himn the
trarches are not theare
becausa they want to fiaht
and kill eithar.

There has been
tremendous resypyonse in thxs
country CCanaca) for the
servicapeople thare . There
have baan thousands of
letters and axtra food etc.
sant by many racpla, avan
paoplea who are against the
war. This is for the people
who are on the firing line,
if 3 war cdoasxs braalc owt . I

think wea wish thesae people
well at thi=s time rather than
complain . about whys their
govarnmants sant them there.
I wizh everygone FPEACE and

HARMONY at this timea of wvear,

whicheveaer side of this issue
alad vyou are not there.

Tom Jakakify
19908.

1991 LIMR [

-

FRIRE :

e holding their MMulti-U=zears”

Groupr (MUG> Faire on Fridavy

1991l. Thiszs provad +to ba an

exceaellent ohna last vyear and

the 19989 Faireas by The Asgard

newsletter—~-REFLECTIONS.

You hay be on. ArenibGt wouw
0SHTI Dec.

The LIMA Users’® Group will
and Saturday Haw i17.1l8 of
it was chosen as THE BEST of

I, for ona am lanning an

attending this one . If
o' rea interested let me
know.

Tom.

- -



TI=m imnm Evr-ope
A rep c:rs'-'t; from GCoeraoaeny

(The following is an excerpt of a conference on the TIFORUN
concerning 2 European Texas Instrusents show on the eve of
Gersan unification in October. The confersnce features
conaents froa Chris Bobbitt, who attended the Eurcpean show,
except where noted. This excerpt was edited for publication
by Jia Paterson. It can be $reely distributed cn all nats,
user groups publications, coamsercial publications or other
sedia as fong as credit to TIFORUN is provided.)

1 had the pleasure to attend the Fall 90 All-European TI
Show in Weisbaden, Germany, last weekend. Bwery Miller, who
also attended, and | were the first vendors from North
Aserica to make it.

It was & pleasant experience. Jie Reiss invited me here
tonight to tell about what ] sae and did. Though, honestly,
['e still trying to put everything in order in sy aind. A 3-
day show is an overzhelming experience. In ather werds, I'n
a bit burned-out still.

In any case, I will endeavor, After 8 hours of °“cattle
car® class on Pan Ae | arrived in Germany tired, and was
picked ug by two U.5. serviceaen I know over there, one of
whon was actually ay host--Dee Turner. The other was Jis
Fetner, who is fluent in German, {a TIFORUN meaber-lie
Horn).

Dee’s club in the Frankfort area (where Weisbaden is sort
of a "suburb’} was sponsoring the show, In any case, they
whisked me from the airport directly to the show, which wis
held at the Burgerhaus isort of the town hall of, belisve it
or not, in a suburh of the suburb). The first day was set
aside for "setup,” though there were about 100 people in the
hail--many of whoa ware playing with . cospyters and
taiking--the actual setup had started on Thursday.

Here, for those who've besn to a 71 faire, things were
isaediately different, Instead of the traditional layout
over here with user groups selling stuff from booths and
tocal, regional and national vendors, the get-togethers in
bermany are Just that--inforsal get-togethers.

The chairs were on the OUTSIDE of the booths, and massive
tables were set up to hold the most bizarre collection of
equipaent ["ve ever seen. User qgroups set up multiple
systess and showed off group projects; individuals showed
off their own work; and the 2-3 dealers af TI stuff were
consigned to the flea market area. .

Beery and [, as honored overseas guests, got tables
roughly in the center of the hall.

As 1 said abave, the eqguipsent was bizarre, As din
Fetzner aptly put it, every one in Eurcpe tas a ‘“autant®
systen, No two were alike. Few peripherals used over here
were in evidence and most of the software in use wis

_unrecognizable, Virtually everything in use other than the
consale was highly personalized, including the software.
Thig presented sose probless in descing stuff on the systes
provided to se. It was tantamount to taking every unusual
piece of hardware shown at al! the fairs in the States and

throwing it {nto one rooa.

Listing it all would take too long, so ['1L jJust hit the
highiights. There are very few 94408 in Geraany (they are
reaily POed about supply. far more than in the States) but
everyone else had a Mechatronics BO-column card.  Some were
highly modified--additional ports, etc. The EPROM 1n. thes,
owners over here say he interested te know, is about 3
versigns bevond what’s here,

Most people had IBM kevhoards sticking off (literally)
their consoles. Evidently there are 5-4  different
interfaces floating around over there for attaching

thea--sany of thea quite elegant and cheap. (!’ werking on
iaporting one in particular),

Most pecple had GRAM devices or "super cartridges,' not
traditional Bk or 32k supercarts, mind you, but cartridges
sith dezens of ecdules and several banks of GROM, or GRAM
devices saalier than a cartridge. I picked up a 40k GRAM, Bk
RAM device that emulates a GrasKracker for about $75.

There is a wide variety of software for sanipulating that
sort of thing, including a truly fascinating semory ainager
utility, a universal GROM loader utility, etc. Soae of these
I intend to upload in the coming weeks (copyrights
respecting). i

Barry Traver would be in literal ecstasy at all the
flavors of XB in attendance. There mas an “XB 3" widely in
use, and versions of 99/8 Basic for the 47, etc, Some of the
Basics were quite rich, sany were huge programs taking up
4¢-50k in GRAM, '

In that ares, I caused quite a stir with the 99/8 |
brought. Evidently it was the {irst one ever seen in Europe,
and by the end of the 2nd day it was up and rumning (I
forgot the powsr supply--which isn’t a standard unit) and
everything of value had been sucked out of it--including the
32k RON and the 18k Pascal ROR,

I expect to see it running on a 2640 any dav now - at
Jeast that is what they told me they were going to do with
it. Amazing, the sisilarity between the 99/8 XB and the
Nyarc 2 1B (knowing smile).

#hile it was an all-Europe show (gttendees fros Holland,
Belgium, Austris, Switzerland, Denmark, France and Germanyl
every country had its own style. TI had wmaintained a
laboratory in Holland for 4A developaent and the Dutch,
being the pirates at heart they sometimes are, took every
scrap of technical information not nailed down after Oct.
*83. They did the same in the U5, but the difference is
thit here the stutf was sat upon by its owners. The Dutch
decided to spread it all over Europe.

In essence, they had their hands on all these technical
docs 2 years before it really started to qet out over here,
It has endowsd their softwars developaent with a substantial
head start, and shows in their projects. ¥e aren’t just
talking technical sanuals, sind you, but detailed copies,
cossented, of original TI source code for everything, The
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TIwm im Europe
" { continued from page 7 )

Intern sanual seems a bit primitive by comparison.

[ tried to pick up & bit, but 1 had to settle for
proaises from awners. It was considered so “old hat® that
people didn’t bring extra copies of anything; everyone
already had thes (for several vears:, )

Other strange hardware included custoa P-boxes, It seens
1 saw only 4 T! P-boxes in the whole place. The most unusual
was @ &x2x3 FOOT steel case housing an ungodly nuaber of
disk drives, 14 or so slots, and a power supply big encugh
to power Berlin,

The widely rusored TI-IBN card interface didn’t make it
there, but 1 saw a preliminary design that "almost worked.®

I saw several hardware MIDI interfaces, but the deso of
Rike Maksimik’s largely software interface fascinated thes.
In faet, 1 got requests fros the builders for enough
information to make thes software compatible--a promising
start,

The soétware was fastinating, 1 saw a very well-done
stock managesent package running on 2 9440, but 1 think
Beery Miller will be publishing it (he knew the author via
9440 News). [ picked up an excellent CAD package from a
gentlesan who seesed to be looking for & U.S. publisher
(we'll see on this}, It does work on a 4A with a 192k video
AAM card (perhaps updating my 9440 to 192k may sake it
boot), The most fascinating part of it is that it looked
;ike @ Mac program right down to the little TI asenu
‘conplete with sap of Texas instead of an apple), that when
sulled down got you 2 desk accessories and an “About® menu
or window,

B0-column card owners will appreciate the 2 disks of
utilities and grograms I wil) be uploading in the coming
week or 50, In terss of application scftware, there is a bit
of a shortage over there, and as a result By sales were very
good - 1 sore than paid for the trip (sigh of relief},
though the such smaller 9440 market hurt. Beery’s sales
{since he prisarily sells 9440 stuét),

However, there was tons of systems software, intluding
theld your breath, everyone) s version of the P-systes that
doesn’t require a P-code card and will run on a stock 44, or
in 80 caluans on 4 9640 or & 44 properly equipped. Since it
only uses the contents of the P-code card, it doesn’t sees
to be in apparent violation of Pecan’s copyrights, Az
result, I say be in a position te distribute it sgpn (at
least once | get a final version),

A 9440 version is expected shortly. ! quess the Gerpans
are going to save Lou’s hide on that score so on, By the
way=-it runs 4 times faster than it used to, this way. GRON
15 awfully slow, '

Also, I siw a nuabsr of highly aodified versions of the
operating systes. Including one gentlesan who, in an
anazing example of Teutonic patience, ingenuity and perhaps
futility, cospletely rebuilt a 99/4k froa scratch (sind you,
no faster or better) cospletely in wire-wrap. He had a
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" three days ogling software and hardware. Llike U.S,

Custoa operating systes he called “Proton" runming on it
that seesed quite ingenious. He DID have to downlpad it over
the jovstick port from another machine tat 400 baud} but
once up and running it was very intuitive. It DID eait so
such RFI noise that he had to house it in 2 chicken-wire
frame, Otherwise the Bundespost (just think of the post
office, the phone company, Western Union and the FCC 4l
wrapped up in one) would destroy it for hias,

An aside, in Gersany you have to register your sodea with
the governaent (well, the Bundespost! and speeds higher than
2400 baud are illega! and punishable with steep fines. Alsa,
You have to pay ¢or the specific privilege of using your
soden (Southwestern Bell wanted to do that once). This sort
of setup is the sase in all tedecomsunications.” Until they
get rid of that sort of thing, the U.S. has a huge advantage
aver bermany in this trea (and over many other countries in
Europe for the sase reason),

Oh, well, back to the story, Despite the language
barrier, "tach talk® is a universal language. But | spent
shows,
these things tend to be almost stag affairs (rats), But it
was fascinating. This is the only TI show I’ve heen to with
beer bottles littering the floor and all the tables, and the
catering served homs-sade struedel, espressc and cake, and
tor lunch a very nice schnitzel.

There were a few Americans present, all 1.5, servicesen
or dependents. I even aet a guy who, until last sonth, was
in sy local user group.

The sorale over there asong TI people is very high, The
enthusizse was infectious. 1 feel much better ahaut the TI
compunity, It certainly improved sy morale. There is 4 sort
of "car do" spirit--probably because they were less
dependent on TI froam the start.

{The SYSOP asked Chris’s views on the future of the
Geneve and other follow on itess): Well, software-wise |
think we are on the verge of & lot of breakthroughs an the
9640, Hardware-wise, I°s in 2 sort of "wait and see* mode.
It is widely known that Myarc hasn’t shipped anything in
aonths, and it is next to ispossible to reach them nowadays.
The Germans have written thes off and a nusber of new
cesputers sees to be in sid-developsent over there. The $9/B
I brought caused a major coasotion in that raspect (please
resesber that they have duplicated every peripheral used in
the States and sost people own thoroughly non-TI equipment
there: as a result, there is a lot of hardware expertisel. .
+they had never SEEN cne before., They didn’t realize the
relative simplicity of the design, and quys took pictures of
the boards and counted chips. The existence of another 93/44
cospatible in the flesh, I believe, added credence to their
own effarts to develop one.

{The SYSOP asked it Asgard would become 2 bridge to the
European coamunity): 1 aa not really in @ position to be 2
bridge outside of ay own commercial interests, Ideally,-user

Continued on page 10



BEFORE

anvi NOT USER-
BM CRIENDLY

Today I asked a
teasacher

flos

computer
at our school to use

a2 pPraogaramme for the IBM.
Wall , it Seems that he
couldn‘t do it since I had
c.28¢" diskettas and his

syztaeam needed 3.85" diskettes,
S0 he had to format some 3.8°"%
dizskattaes. Bu<t bacausaea he
had 1.4 Maeas driwves ha had *to
format the diskettaes to TE2OK
z0Q that thay could be copiaed
in a room down the hall that
had both tyyes of drive. .

Aftar savaral frustrating
minutes of trving tno r»asmamhbar
thea propar Dosg commands hae
AATE UP.

Haxt wa decided to wuse the
IBM 0o run a programme we had
on 23.8" disk. Wa got this up
and running after a minute or
twWwo .

In this programma the
arrow keys arae usad to move
arouwunc -1 ‘sprite”’
represanting ‘you’. Youw mowe
from room +to rcom in a
chemistrv building aithar
reading information, rickinga
un chamicals or Foing into
the lab and working with
them.
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Thea ‘ot ! sprite is 3.
hollow rectansular box ! Hum,
wou would think that i+ could
have bean a little more like
2a yerson, ah?

Thea seacond thing I didn'<t
like wera tha chamical
formul as. There S Were NO
SUBSCRIPTS for thingas 11ike
chlorine <C1 « Chlorine was

: . 2
Just written Cl2.

There was baettar aravhics
for the laboratory bench and
the logic was excellent
throuashout.

The sassion
abruptly whan all of a sudden
tha screan want blank and
there was no Progr s mme to
worlk. '

At this roint we turned
tha systam aoff and on. It
took saveral minutes for tha
swstam to again gat baclk to
it’'s screen (it is NETWORKED,
your saa and DOS etc. has o
repbootl. Wa tried to acceaess
the system but could not get
passead seconc the FPFASSWORD.
How clavaear of the teachaer to
he out of the room at this

andad rather

time . I <thought.

Al as we gave up. I laf t
muttering things like,"
#%' 7%z IBM . This lei nd o £

thing saldom 1f awver happaens
on my TI. Whw would anvyona
who has uwsacd a TI want to
complicate his life with an
IBM »* Tom. .



NASA FREGQUENCIES
Edited by Henry Badon

This file was downloaded from  the TROPICAL BANDS - BEST IN EVENINGS
HAMTEXT SEBES .o Memphis, sall:
SEBLORIT 3234, Full duplex % 38N1. 23890-2500 KT 12@ MTR BAND
Jzey (N4DM!Y 18 the sysop, SIQB-3408 kHZ 3@ MTRE BAND
S500-400@ FHZ 72 MTR EAND
The foilowing are frequencies used 475@-510@ KHZ £@ MTR BAND
oy NASA, Juring a shuttle flight: S90@~-E2S0 KHZ 43 MTR BAND
Z.8ZZ NASA BOOSTER ROCKET RECOVERY MIDDLE SW BANDS ~ROSS-DVEFR
<.E78 CAFPE RADIO RANGE (EVENINGS &% DAYTIME:
Z.28% NASA TRALCK ING
3.918 TRACKING . 710@-750@ KHZ 41 MTR EBAND
5.31@ EOOSTER RECOVERY VESSELS I4@C-100@80 KHZ 31 MTR EAND
€.692 NASA AIRCRAFT 11600-12008 KHMZ 2S5 MTR BAND
£.728 AIRCRAFT
&.782 TFACKING INTERNATIONAL DANDS (DAYTIME)
€.89€ AIRCRAFT ,
£.385 TRACKING 13600-13308 KHZ 22 MTR EAND
7.481 AIFEPCRT 13088-1360@ KHZ 13 MTR BAND
7.873 KENNEDY OFERATIONS 17600~-173@@ KHZ 1& MTR BAND
7.7685 TRACEING <2146@0-21830 KHZ 13 MTR BAND

_ ‘ 256Q0-26100 vHZ 11 MTR BAND
All freguencies are USE unless noted.
THESE FREQUENCIES-SHIF TQ SHIF
i10.78@ USAF ZAFE RADIO (PRIMARY)

22,390 USAF CAPE RADID (SECONDARY) 8.825.0

11.205 NASA FPACZIFIC OPERATIONS 8.846. @

11.4@87 NASA BOOSTER RECUVERY . ‘ 8.843.0

13.178 AIRCRAFT : 8.891.0

13,456 TRACKING S.21E.%

=0.186 TRACKING (ASCENSION Is.) 8.828.0

2@.131 TRACKING (ASCENSION Ps.r 8.240.0

i@.137 ASCENSION ISLAND (LSB) 12.435%5.5

£0.392 TRACEKING ' . 12.339.2
Tz listen to real time air-to-ground THESE FREQUENCIES CAN BE RECEIVED
conversations of the crew, and it’s WITH EITHER A GENERAL COVERAISE
around control, the following fre- RECEIVER QR A HAM TRANSCIEVER
guencies are broadcast by the God- CAFABLE OF RECEIVING SENERAL
2ard Amateur Fadio Club, WA3NAN =5=) 2] DROADCAST DBANDS,
modes :

For those interested in NASA
=11 NIGHTS & PM — 13 AM and the shuttle flights, NASA has
7185 DAYS 8 AM - & FPM a BBES online., It is called:
14235 CONTINUOUS NASA SPACE LINK BBS (I don’t
2133@ CINTEFRMITTENT know the system parameters, the
2363@ - INTERMITTENT phone number is (Z035)895-8028 in
147.4% If zlose encugh for M Huntsville, AL,

simplex.

Have fun and good DX'ing....
NOTE...D.GC.D. MISSIONS ARE NOT Henry - WE4YDN
BFOADCAST. BFROADCASTS BEGIN 1 Hr

BEFORE THE SCHEDULED LAUNCH,
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DSHTL BEETING

Mon. DEC 17+th

T:38 »m
Sae man

Guw ‘s Flace

~-TIFrint8hop (TIFS:
Celemonstration?

-Planning for 1991
-DOM-spacial

package
-300D CHEER !

Christmas

rarwr
by

USHAWA TEXAS INSTRUMENTS HOME
COMFUTER USERS’ GROUP

-~ CHAIRMAN : RAY BLODGETT

4 ‘CET8~-1T7BT>

TYICE CHATREMAN: JOBN EASTHAWM
CTZ8-9994)

TREASURER : GUY LAFONTAINE
(ETfe-591a:
LIBRARY.SEC.: DOUG BURLEIGH
CST7T8-~S1a393>
NEWSLETTER TOM JAKABFY
EDITOR: CT25-7298>
MEMBER-AT-LARGE: =-=m-==—<=--

MEETING TIMES:

The OSHAWA TI USERS’ GROUP
COSHTI?> meets between the

hours of T7T:38 and 18:38 pm
Location to ba named in the

newsletter.

PshT1
. -
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MEMBERSHIP FEES:

The OSHTI membership
per family per gygear.
Members receive ten(l@®r news-
lattars yper vear.<(Jan.-Jun.
Sap.-Dac.>.

Maembers also have the wse of
the club libkhrary (CASSETTE +
DISK>. ‘
TVISITORS to club meetinas are
WELCOME,

CopwWing charpes for dislks-of-
the~-Month are Fli{gour dislk?’
or $£2d(our dislki.

£1S

iz

MAILING ADDRESS:

Q8SHTI

Tom Jalkabfu
660 Given Rd.
USHAWA ,Ont.
L1G S8L7

(=]

The O0SHTI Userg’ Group
Hon-»rofit organization
dedicated to encouraaing the
continuad use of tha TI.-S994A
for education, entertainment
and data management. The club
al=ao suppoarts +the MPaRC 9544
or SFENEUEC(TI compatikle?
computar.
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