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Adam writes:
Yes, the judgment is in. Don't be excited, it's really quite
uninteresting. The full judgment is very long, so note that
I am not telling you everything here (actually, I haven't
even read the whole thing myself, this is only my
interpretation of some points, I might be wrong blah blah
don't sue me), but the biggest points are:
*
In September 1997, Redrock (my former employer) owned
AW, but Adam Hinkley owned Hotline.
*
The "Shareholders Agreement" of 17 September 1997 is
binding on the parties.
*
Adam Hinkley assigned Hotline and AW absolutely to
Hotline Communications Ltd.
*

Adam Hinkley does not hold copyright in Hotline or AW.

*
Paul Hinkley believed and had reasonable grounds for
believing that he had permission from Hotline Communications
to use AW for his eText product.
So what does this mean? *shrug* Not much. What does this
change? Not much. Even if I had been awarded the copyright
to Hotline and AW, I would have no use for it anymore.
It has been so long since everything happened that it no
longer matters anymore. The Hotline/AW software is old and
obsoleted, and there are a dozen good clones out there
supported by various people and companies. Much has changed

in software since I wrote Hotline and AW. Remember that AW
is technology originally from 1995-6. Since then there has
been MacOS 8, MacOS 9, Windows 95/98/2000/ME/XP. New
hardware, G3 and G4 processors. iMacs. Titanium PowerBooks.
And more recently of interest, Linux, FreeBSD, and MacOS X.
The landscape has changed greatly. Old ideas and old
implementations are no longer appropriate. Time for
something new.
Can I write new software? Of course. No-one can prevent me
from writing new software. Can I write competing software
now? Yes I can write competing software if I wanted (and it
would be unethical to restrain me). Any non-competition
clauses have expired.
To all the young and upcoming programmers out there, please
accept my advice following, I think you would be wise to
read it carefully.
1. Employment: NEVER write your own software while you are
an employee of someone else, EVEN if you do it in your own
time. While technically you might be within your rights,
your employer most likely has far more resources to fight
you than you do to defend yourself. I don't care how nice
you think your employers are, they are not nice, okay? When
there is money involved, everyone is ravenous and you are
the meat in the sandwich. Furthermore, there will be no
second thoughts about eating you alive and uncooked (that
just makes you all the more tender and juicy).
2. Investment: You DO NOT need it, and it is NOT worth the
trouble! Furthermore the money is non-existant anyway, there
is only a weak promise. If you push yourself, you would be
surprised at how much you are capable of by yourself. There
are government and industry bodies that provide assistance
and grants, WITHOUT you having to sell your soul. Consult
these instead, apply for a grant if you need it.
3. Verbal assurances: If you think you can trust
business-people on their word, I am sorry, but to be

blatant, you would be sorely naive. Anything that is said to
you verbally holds no weight -- the sad fact is that people
will later blatantly lie about what was said, and there is
very little you can do about it. If it is not in writing, it
was never promised.
4. General: Seek advice from MANY sources -- one source will
without doubt give you only part of the story. The best con
artists are the most friendly and sincere people you have
ever met (until you sign on the dotted line). Also, the
nicer a business-person seems, and the better their offer
is, the more you should be suspicious. These are just basic
rules to follow, but they need to be said.
These things may sound obvious, but you would be surprised
how easy it is to fall into these traps, even after someone
warned you.
Finally, thanks to all the people who have sent me emails of
support and encouragement, you've been wonderful and I
appreciate it.
Adam
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