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TI HOME COMPUTER HHEMSLETTER
VOLUME & sJUMBER 2 ‘ FERRUARY 1788

Next meeting MAR. STH At the North Richland Hills Community Center at F:3I0 AM

Frasident: 5ill Dunecan Treasurer: == Defarest
V.Frasident: Doc Graves Secretary: David Shivars
Editor Mewslettar Staff
. Tom Collins Doc Graves
COMING SOON TI NET BBS =01 1421 WATCH FOR IT!1titrrrrnannt

~=-~~ FROM THE PRESIDENT -----

Hi fellow NETI9ERS! I°a trying to get a handle on things but am going aighty slow. We are now in the gracass af
getting cur 8BS going with the phone line installed and all squipsent up and thecked out. The nuaber is I8! 1421
and shoulg be ready for business Saturday February the I0th, See you at the next aeeting!

Bill Duncan '

—eee- V. P. CORNER -----

Due to the ignorance of the VP this will be short and sweet. "l should have scae SUPERCARTS SINGLE AND
J0UBLE-SIDED ready by seeting time. We are trying to set up a wark shop for everody o use and 3 place 2 scld
sig oeets. Anybody with anything that you know enough about to show at the seeting, please let us know ecause
there is always someone who mould appreciate all the help we can get.

Juc Braves

----- FROM THE EDITOR -----

Well, here we are again, time for a newsletter. The anly interesting thing [ have to report is about an expanded
console that 1 have been tinkering with. It consists of a new keyhoard that extends from the far left side of the
consale to the far right. The power supply board uifﬁ be replaced a separate external pawer supply. 1 got
the parts froa the Radio Shack Parts Warehouse on Northside Drive. e keyboard was ariginally for a TRS 80 Model
4, It is the same type of key setup as the Stackpole or WYTEK keybeards. I got the schesatics from a
MICROPENDIUM from 1986. [t was written by Tony Johnson in the May issue. It describes a circuilt that will allow
the TI to have full cursor keys, F1 through F10 keys, plus +, -, oops, tab erase, and home cursor - ali at the
single stroke of a key. It is all done with hardware, so there is no software to load up sach tise you want these
key functions. 1 have sy keyboard set up with two vertical rows of functign keys an the feft side, a control key
and function key next to them, them the standard TI style keyboard, and on the right sice of the keyboard 1 have
the cursor central keys, + and -, and nuseric key pad ! thru 0, . , and enter, The parts needed are readily
available at Radio Shack and local electrenics supply outlats. T have the main 5 chip array finishegd tut aa
having a little trouble lacating the relays. [ need some DPST wini relays that have 200 gha resistance coils if
any knows where [ can get thes please let ae know. The console will also have a two port cartridge siot sivied
after the Navarone Widgit, with select and reset built into it. Now all [ need is to have Jages Crossen put in
the 32k i4bit conversion kit. When [ get it done I will bring it to a sig meeting and will surely set it wo at
the Cosputer and Camera show this year. ¢ I hope we set up this year! That is where [ joined the groun.} By the
way for those of you who have the sylar type of keyboards - try putting an in914 diode in the function juaper on
the back of the circuit board (cut the jusper and solder the diode to where the juaper was with the Siack band
towards the closest edge of the board) and you won’t have to be sure that the Alpha lock is pressed when using
your joysticks. Fast, siaple and neat! Until next sonth............
Toa Calline
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----- THE MINUTES OF FESRUARY 8, 1988 -----

by Dave Shivers

The aseting was cailad 3 orzer at 9145 AN, Bill Duncan introduced Chester Jehnsaa, s new Zember. The 193
abficers were introduced, these ingluded the foclicwlings
Presigent 8ill Tunczan YPresident Do Graves Treasursr L2e Jeforest Secretary Dave Shivers Xemher at Large FR1lli:

happell dewsletter Cditor Toa Callins Mescercaip Chairaan John Laahert Chieé Librarian Ron Mijler Librariaa Ken
Dominiec Newslzt+er Librarian Roy Willis Egquipeent Chairsan Jases Crossen Cassette Librarian Jases Crossan

The financial report was given oy Lee Jeforest with a tatal of $5E%.46. This was acceptad and the minutes of  the

last zeeting was Jiven. This was also actepted sithout carrecticn,

James Crosson anncunced the Disk of the Month and a special disk ta raise fyunds for the TI Fair ia Aaril,

9i11 DJuncan anngunced that we wiil g2t the newsietter Jut earlier sach aonth and that 3ii 2fsizars v

articies for the newsletter.

Sary 4iggs znnsuncag that the ZES arll fost 545 *9 370 for pngna line instailatiom and 312 %0 3ID foros 2epthly
8 lagtizn #as taken §rsa all semters wno wante¢ on the 388, Enough money was rollegest foonave the

rite. collection
shone line installad. This will D2 installed by the 2nc o next week 1§ possible.
"he Zuy sell and swap was heid and followed dy the break.

i
Aftar 3 shart break Gary 4iggs gave 3 demcnstration of sur new 3B3 prigras.
The aeeting

----- TREASURERS REFORT -----

This aonth we had $180.00 deposit and we paid 315,00 rent fcr the aeeting roos, and with the $45.00 zallectsd froa
the sembers who wanted to help get the BES online that leaves us with a balance of $655.86 in the traasury,
Lee [Deforest

----- MEMBERSHIP DEPARTMENT -~—- -
February 6, 1968

1 would like to welcoae new member:

William T Hardie M2/88
2031 Park Place Blvd

Bedford Tx 7a02!
283-2002

Unfgrtunately we had soae aesbers whe did not renew their aeabership!

Richard Beckaan
David Blocker
Charles Clines
Jerry Colburn
Curtis Fredeck
Charlie Howard
Peter Rokkas
John Wadle
Jisx Yingst

The following aembers will be dropped if cues are not paid at the next aeeting:
Roger Hurlbut
Bernadine Janes
Shawn Moore
George Shupee’
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5 NOTE 7O ALL MEMBERS, igck or vour aailing latel on your newsletter for the date that your mesbershis is
renowabla, such as %1736 iz January 1986, MSS9A i3

%3y 1985, 2tz,, The club d2es nst send sub ramindars on jues Seciuse the postage s prohibitivas Of v knoe any
1% ihe aeabers wha aid not -enew, please give thea a zall and see i you can learn the reasan. let yaur fficars
know 53 thev can lock inta the reasans.  Your hels on this will be jreatly appreciated,

John Lambert
Meahershiz Chairman

~=--- TINET 8BS NEWS --—-

rn hig section I would like to subait ta the Dfficers an additon to the rewsletter. t would contain articizs of
intar2st o the 89S users in our group. It aay even contain the rules for use of the 3BS as well 35 & currant
tier =i syatiable downioads for validated users. It zculd have srticles of intprast mav alzc be inciided v the
SYEOPS or 5y “he users, I fesl tmis would e 3 useful sddition t5 *he nawsletizr.

Tea Collins

- FRON T CHAT —---

In the November issue, MICROpendium published a progras, Intruder, which sgme pecple have reported having protianms
loading the screens. Trying to load the Dining Roce screen seess to crash the progras aith a2 FILE EREOR IN
2780.* This error sessage can result from an isproperly converted file as well as an inpetting errer. The forzer
can be solve¢ by making sure that the screen data file (FROGDATA) is praperly converted into an 1/V39 foraat,
Wake sure that line 130 of the conversion program uses LINPUT, and not INPUT. The file characteristics Will be
1/V80 regardless of whether LINPUT or INPUT is used, hut the data won’t be readable to the main pregram unizes
LINPUT in used. The latter probles is likely ta result because the instructions aay not have been explicit. #hen
entering the file using TI-Writer as recomsended, we noted that the Alpha Lock key should be depressed. dail,
that’s not encugh. When entering the nuaber 2 as required, the shift key should also be degresseq hecause, 35 #e
all know, the uppercase charactars on the top row of keys is not controlled by the Alpha Lock key. This will
sroduce a proper control character, If it produces a lowercase r, you didn't hold down the shift key.

Regarding the 4A-9440-PC combination, Miller Ccasunications of Seattle has developed an [BM-AT- stvle casz ihat
will hold the 940 card plus cthers. The case has a 2208 power supply, disk controller slot and seven iher
slots, It will hold 3 +floppy drives and 2 hard drives. The case has feen developed for duesn Anne Computar
Shappe. In the seven cards you can have twa RS232 cards and Miller Communicstions videatlex and Frame Graboer
card that ware aentioned in previous updates. The case is equipped with Key lock and LED status lights. The box,
contigured for T1 users wherein the cards are sounted vertical. A disk contraller card for an [BM clene is
available with a switch so the user can go between the IBM or the 940 or 4A. The I3M type card will also #it in
the PEB, but you would need a new keyboard with the TI, with the same drives, The 255K RAM IGM type card has i
floppy disk controller on board, and the user can add "layers® to aake an extensive IBM systes, if desired. The
hox #as developed because of the need for a heavy power supply for the 9540 and his fear of packing the TI PE box
for fear of overheating., The basic box retails for $329.95, The 235K IBM type card is $399.00. Additional
infarmation is available fros Queen Anne Computer Shoppe, 4102 Roosevelt Way, N.E., Seattle WA 98114 or {204}
522-4558 or (208} &22-9400, (Answering Service: M-F 8:30am-3:00pm.

In the sonth of Deceaber, a cossittee to establish Archiving Standards for the TI was established at a conference
on Dec. 17 on Delphi’s TI KET, Though the comsittee will have no ‘official” status, it will consists of 3
persons in the forefront of ‘developing archiving programs.® The comgittee will be Al Beard, Barry Boene, and
Barry Tarver. These three ask Jerry Coffey, conference chairaan to join the cossittee. The article is quite
interesting and 1 recomsend that you secure a copy of the issue and read it.

Interested in a 2400 Baud Modea? Online Store, Vemtura, CA 93003, (B0S) 50-018B, is advertising US Rabotics 2400
Baud for $149.00. Does not say whether internal or external, Will accept Visa, M/C or Aaex,

Downlpaded from Startest with the persission of Ray Willis
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~-TTEMS FoR SALE =~

COMPLETE TI 99/4A SYSTCM

TWO conscles
PE Box w/TD disk

z ro T1 22X card, T RSZI2 zard, 71 disk drive (sparel, QUME  t42 Dual Disk Orives, JC
“enrey remote contrei

tantralle
sasseite piayer T Joysticks, all cabies, power suppliies and asnuals.

1

a
-
a5

Sattuara

Nicrosoft Multiplam, T lritar, T Extended Basic, Adventura, Pirate Adventureizassettal, Fersanal Agpart
Senerator, Market Simulaticafcassetiel, sk Manager 11, Personal Record Keeping, Perscnal financial Aids
{cassettel, Teach Yaurself Basic (Pts. | 2, cassetles), Teach vourself Extended Basic icasseiizl, 3aginners dasic
Tutor lcassette), Micro Pal - The Gemealcgy Warkshop, Basic Trizks for TI 39/4a, Graghics and Sound.

al1 books and aanuals for the harzware and saftware listed above plus-

T1 99/4a Users Guide Macsillan COMPUTES Guide to Extendad Basic Flymn

COMPUTES Prograsaers Sefersnca Guide Regina

The Last Hord on the T! 99742 Schreider How ta use the 71 9%/4a Ceaputer grewer and Lewis
Ueing anc Frogramaing the TT 79/4a Holtz

3as1c Tips -- Amlist

1 Speak Basic to ay 71 99/4a Jones

I would like to sell as a complete systes.
The price for the complete systes 185venrrsransnnass$300, 00

Willias C. Boyce
2507 Sumit Drive
Irving, Texas 75082
214-255-87284

11 Consoles, 2 each in working arder § J5.00 ea; T1 Consales 2 each not in working order (started to upgrade %o
turbo console) good for parts § 0,00 each.

T1 MONITOR 13 inch screen color $125.00; | Stand alone RSZIZ (does not have a PI0 port, 2 serial ports) § Z0.30
ALIVETT! DAISY WHEEL TYPENRITER, typesriter with interface cable to be used with huffer {listed seperatly), extra
daisy wheel,extra ribbons, $250.00; BUFFER,! QUADRAN BUFFER with serial in, parallel out,and built :n 32k mesory
(can be expanded), § 75.00; T! 32K EIPANSION 1| Expansion semcry $ 50.00; T! FLEX CABLE 1 cable § $0.00; MODULES: 1
PLATO asod, $25.00, $15.00 each, 1 TI EXTENTED BASIC (no book!, 1 E/A (no book], 1 MINI MEMCRY, 1 MULTIPLAN (no
haak), $15.00 each, 015X MANAGER !I, 1 TI-WRITER (no book), ! TERMINAL EMULATOR 11, 1 HOME FINANCIAL DECISIONS, 1
PERSONAL REPORT GENERATOR, | PERSONAL REAL ESTATE, { PERSONAL RECORD KEEPING, | SECURITIES ANALYSIS ino book), |
HOUSEHOLD BUDGET MANAGEMENT, 1 TAX/INVESTMENT RECORD KEEPING, ! PHYSICAL FITNESS, $3.00 each, i TERMINAL EMULATOR
1, | EIGHT CONTROL AND NUTRITION, L PARSEC, $3.00 each, | FOOTBALL, 1 VIDED GAMES; CABINET, ! Holds eight asodules
% 3.50; CABINET | Holds approx. 24 soduies $8.00; CARTRIDGE £APANDER Holds up te three soduies at one tise §
20,00

LEE Deforest 237-9744

7 TI CONGOLES (NEW) still in factory hoxes $735.00ed.
{ TI PEB with: TI 32X card; T! controller card; TI RS-232 card; 2 HH Shugart 5A-455 D5 0D drives $430.00
1 TI PEB with: T1 32K card; T1 controller card; T1 RS-232 card; | FY 5850 drive $325.00

Contact: John Lambert MC 95829 (B17) 232-8304

Tne deadline for contributions for the Mar, newsietter is Sat. Mar, 2th
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aore practical level, this seans that the cursor moves flawiessly, alaost instantaneously, and with naone of

the “juspiness® found in other mouse systems, This is a testaent to the 9938 and the Mvarc
Disk-Operating-Systea (MDOS), and not to My-Art.

Since the jraphics chip handles 2 of the three butlons op the souse {mhy Myarc decided on & 3 button mouse is
bevond %e - ‘the Apple Macs do very well with only | Sution), and the 9993 processer built into the 9540 is
VERY fast, this 2eans the respcnse to a click is alsost instantaneous. The secret to the soeed of Ny-art is
the §99% chip - which makas anything I-5 tiames faster then 1t would run on a 99/4R. A orcgraeeer cauld 2ven
write very poor 99/48 asseambly code and it would be blindingly fast on a Gemeve - even in the slowed down
99/44 aode, My-Art supports a pretty standard set of features found in drawing programs today. The
selection is, however, by no aears 'rich®. A lot of the fancier featurss that found there way inta GRAPHI,
TI-firtist, JoyPaint and ‘he ayriad other drawing programs for the 8A 2 years aga when ao0st of those programs
werp written, are lacking in My-frt. [’a not even going to comgare them to the features in graphics prograas
found on the Amiga or the Atari ST - computers with similar, if inferior, graohics hardwire to the Geneve.
Within My-4rt the user can select colors, draw with a pencil, clear the screen, fill a shape, draw lines,
circles, boxes and rectangles, and control the sgeed of the souse, The user can also use aore ‘"advanced®
features such as aoving or copying parts of the screen, printing the picture, typing text in various sizes
funfortunataly anly in ane fypeface), saving and loading pictures to disk, and doing 3 disk directerv or
formatting a new disi, ALl in all, this list could aimest be used as 3 list of the Jasic features that
sheuld be found in any drawing program. The three aore advanced feature that distinquish My-Art froa the
standard "bare-bones’ drawing program is that 1t sports a help screen (which is pretty essent:al unless you
prefer thusbing through the manual every few seconds the first tiaes you use the prograal, a very weil done
*200#" 2ode that is truly ispressive, and an “gops” key. The *zpos’ sode allows you to 2xamine a picturs in
truly microscopic portions {the cursor icon changing into a eicroscope at that level is a cute touch) - with
i grand total of 12 pixels om the streem at once. While the necessity of zooming that close aay be argued
{particularly within a progras that has excellent cursor control - thanks mostly to the hardwarel, 1t is very
dramatic and aakes for a neat demonstration.

The “cops®, or ‘undo® function is something that should be standard on all drawing programs, hut usvally
isn’t, It allows you to erase the last thing you did - whether it was drawing a line free-hand in the pencil
100t AR 0iR0 a0 o B R RY o 3T el SUAPY RERT3PaoRDLS $RoLREn i D OFRE A woll 15 EOTRNEE
them - they tend to prefer drawing tablets and trackballs as they are considerably more precise for
experianced users {evan if they aren’t as cute). My-Art. for the sost part, perforas almest all of it’s
functions flawlessly. [ esphasize *almost®., The smove/copy function is perhaps the aost frustrating part of
the progras. Despite a gretty good descrigtian in the samual, [’ve found it virtually iapossible to use. If
it’s any consolaticn - the same function in the bata version of My-firt was even worse, However, it remains
that the Move/Copy function is particularly ill-concieved and confusing {even to someone, like ayself, that
has used dozens of drawing programs). In fact, if Myarc changed just one thing I'd ask thes to re-do these
functions to the way they are in Tl-drtist.

How does it stack up to other drawing programs? Well, for the most part My-Art is a pretty basic (1 would
aiapst say ‘prisitive®) drawing progras, It lacks most of the features that you take for granted even in
99/4A draming programs - a clipboard, rays, fill patterns, various brush widths, an eraser of soris
{currently you have to redraw over what you want to erase pixel-by-pixel in the background color for that
area, or by *hoxing® it over}), the ability to sake avals, a spray-cam function, and maybe bit-sapped font
capability. Perhaps, if ths designers are ashitious, they couid add some af the popular features af drawing
prograas froa other machines: color cycling (see an Amiga demo if you want an explanmation), object-oriented
drawing {where you manipulate chject instead of pixels}, picture serqing, and the ability ta priat to color
printers and plotters,

Ny-Art, in fact, doesn’t even degin to demonstrate any of the capabilities of the sachine it runs on bevond
raw speed, and a few of the basic things found in the 9938 chip such as the resalution, celars and scuse
control.

DOCUMENTATION:

The docusentation that accompanies My-8rt is servicable, It does an excellent job of contisely describing
the features of the prograa, However, it is more distinquished by what it doesn’t have then what it does.
For instance, it doasn’t have an index (I pray éor thes, but asost progras sanuals don’t have theml, it
doesn’t have a tutorial, it doesn’t have any reference at all for programsers that want to use My-Art
pictures in prograss, and finally, it has no illustrations (which would definately help some users). Like
the prograe itself, it is the acceptable minimus and little else. It DOES at least have a Table of Contents,
which is more then a lot of prograss have.
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It would have heen nice that for $125 Mvarc would have thrown in a keychart, or perbaps 3 keyhoard averlay
listing the commands. Putting all this in a help-screen onlv partiallv aitigates the absance of either. [t
also would have Ssen nicz if the sanual was a bit lsnger, and perhaps a little chatiier and lass terse.  You
aften learn as auch in ssides fcund in nanuals then vou dg in the listing of functigns and thetr
explanations, [f %vart had 2eem truly jenersus, they could have even thrown in a small section on 2Qus2
irawing ‘echniques for that large majerity of 99744 users that have never uysed 3 mgyse (or have only uszed it
with TI-Artizt). It is safe ‘o say *hat the zanual does the job, and na aere f(or lzssh.

TASE OF USE:

This is ay biggest hone of zontmntisn with My-Art. dhile it has the arnisum features that 3 serisus coaputer
srtist cmuld use to produce spectacular art - thev are arranged in 3 such a wav that it is a wonder that
anvthing can be 2ade with the program. First of all, the 9640 keyhoard has all those wonderful funcZion
tevs. So what does My-Art use for all it’s aajor functions? Evervthing BUT the function kevs! Scae attsapt
was aade to attach the kevs snemonically to their function (L for lines. ste..), however aven tha :3arge
sumber of features feund in My-Art would soon exhaust this scheme. MWiiress the K kev used to format 3 disk.
Even sor= senselessly . 1any izmortant features ara found an control havs, ahich reguire preesing I kavs at
cnce to schtivate.,  IF Mvarc had hothered tooattach all the featyres fgund on Igntral ieve o cre of tne 10
fupctisn kave, as well as thoze :zmmands that sida™ fit the anemanic Yey assigqnmant schage, thay :iill Woull
angve had a function kev iaft over! There is no sin in vey-driven graphics prograes - but there iz i daing it
haghazardly. %ot everyone has the tine to progras text ar icon zenus such as those feund in GRAFYY o
TI-Artist.

My second adjor Jrige with My-Art is syen aore fundaaental. The :aior list is asparantlv arranged at randsa.
dhile this is no arohles in aediue resolution with oniv th ralors on the screen at once. in high-ressciution
with 255 calors availaple it’s the pifs! I’'ve literally spemt an hour trying to find the closest shade i
anather [ had been drawing in. Apparantly, the author(s) of My-Art ;ust put the cglor choices oa the screen
as they are stored :n the 9930, ldeally, they should have arranged thems like the color specirum anyone +ho
nas taken a chemistry class is fasiliar with. Then, if you are draming in red, and want to sigulate 4 shadow
with a darker red, it is no probles. The way it is now it is truly a test of will-power *o dc any kind af
shade-drawing work in Ny-Art. Since the ostensible reasan for having 23§ coiars in the first place is to
proguce aore natural drawings, this defeats the whole purpese of the progras! Slopoy prograaming can nake
aven the hest pragras werthless, To it’s credit My-Art does have one feature I found very aice. Norsally,
the way the colors are arranged, if you draw in one color for a while, and switch to anothar, finding the
$irst again would be clace to ispossibla. My-frt gets arsund this by letting you drag the calor-selection
cursor  over the screen on to any color in vour picture. Hence, getting your original calar is siaple - even
fun (as you drag the cursar over the screen all the ather screen colors it passes over are flashed an the
border of the picturel. To me, though, this Iooks like a *fix" for an aboainally planned calar paletie.
VALUE:

This is the perhaps the aost subjective area of ANY review. In fact, it is so subjective I'm not even going
to rate My-frt in this ared. If you can live with My-Art’s shortcomings. them it will have iafinite value
since it is the only gase in town. If it lacks too much for you to use it seriously, then the thing is
worthiess. Judge far yoursel by what 1've said abave.

CONCLUSTON:

A= lohn Koloen put it in his review, the "Myarc Mouce appears to be well-huilt and will probably last i lang
tige under normai use’, I felt this pretty such sussed up what { felt about the prugras.

The price of $100-125 for Ny-Art is about what vyou'd expect to pay for a PC souse of perhaps ihe size
quality. After looking over the program, ! feel 1 hought My-Art primarily for the mouse. Hence, [ don’t
fee] I was *taken®. [’m also confident that Myarc will release future updates of the drawing progras - it’s
in their best interest to have a nice drawing progras in order to sell more 9640's, which ! assume is their
sain business. How they will get thes to the users [ don’t know since they didn't bother to enclase warranty
cards with the pickage - at least aine,

Myvart is just getting used to being a software company. In fact, their first °official® comeercial releass
has canvinced me that Myarc should have soid the SOURCE CODE for #y-Art to Jrd-party developers, just shen it
was released. Heck, the 2440 has the advantage of 1000s of 99/4A coftware programs the ST dign’t have.

It seeas ta ae it is in Myarc’s self-interest to have as many programs available for the Gemeve as possidle.
Enough philosophizing, now to the report card:

Fage &




REPTRT CARL

Performanceesissrcesss B-
Docusentation.sesess.. 3¢
Ease af Useiversees -
ValtBavernsrronsrs 'YOUP Juess)
My $inal grade...ice.. B-

If you are intersstad, I"d like ta hear how YDU rate My-Art, 1’4 also like to hear anvone's thoughts sn the
future of the Cenave.

FSSEDITORS NOTE:
The deadline for contributicns for the February newsletter is Saturday February 13th

Coaments or guestions about anything? Contact your officers:

PREZIDENT=-~: Bill Duncan
Y. PRESIDENT-: Toc Graves
SECRETARY---: David Shivers
TREABURER---: Lee DefForest

Got some interasting info to share? Articles, letters, paragraphs, or words of wisdoa are vours 2
contribute. Contact Tom Cellins, Editor. 817-738-2428. Startext MC222883

THE END
WEMTED! IMTERESTIMNG BEARMICS FOR THE MNEMSLETTES
COMTACT THE EDITOR - TOM COLLIMS Tz -=48F

FLUTO SAYSE SWUBMIT 4Y4OWR SRAPHICS rHOw!




