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PRESIDENT’S BIT

---------------------------------- by Gary W. Cox

At last months meeting we still did not resolve our lack of
a meeting place. Unless something changes this months meeting:
will be our last meeting at the Red Cross and unless someone can
find a meeting place it will be our last user group meeting
until further notice.

Please Please bring some ideas to this months meeting... 1
rezlly need your help!

On a lighter note Cecure Electronics has purchased the
renmaining stock of Myarc equipment and has on hand floppy/hard
disk controllers, Myarc RS232°'s and new Geneve's! They are
aveilable while supplies last. Cecure can be reached by calling
(414) 679-4343. Cecure also recently aquired the stock of Rave
99 products. Plans are to remanufacturer many of the Myarc and
Rave 99 products. Cecure also has Expansion Boxes with 32k,
disk drives & disk controllers for $125 each.

C va at this months meeting...

TI99/4a
and the Internet

---------------------------------------- by Gary wW. Cox
Recently I was asked, can the TI99/4a access the Internet?
Here is the answer to that question!

First of &ll what is the Internet? Many people
misunderstand exactly what the Internet is... Basically
speaking the Internet is just like a the telephone company as
the Internet is just a medium for communications. The Internet
is really just a local area network with the local area being
Earth itself! The Internet 1is simply a c¢ollection of host
conputers connected VIA 2 network called the Internet. Host
computers (or servers) on the Internet provide whatever service
thet the designer desires. Some systems on the Internet are
available whereby someone can "Telnet" into & system therefore
"logging™ onto a system the same as someone would log onto a BBS
or any other computer system. Using Telnet is somewhat like
using your own system as a "dumb terminal” and you log into
someone else’'s system and use whatever functions that your
access level allows. Alsc avallable on the Internet are USENET
groups which are basically large discussion areas where peojle

post messages... EVERY subject imaginable is covered in USENET
groups. EMAIL is a big part of the Internet as by logging into
a2 host system such as Compuserve, Genie, Delphi etc... EMAIL

can be sent and recejved to anyone anywhere on the Internat.
FTF (File Transfer Protocol) is another service available whare
I can request a file from another system to mine. Telnzt,
USENET groups and EMAIL gll can be obtained VIA a TI99/4a and

2400 baud modem VIA a "text only" interface. 1 haven't tested
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FTP access with the TI199/4a. However, the Internet provider
used with the TI99/4a must provide a "text only” interface. A
service such as America Online requires America Online software
to access their service and thus can NOT be accessed using a
terminal program (such as Fast Term, Telco, Mass- Transfer
etc...) and therefore can not be used with a TI99/4a or Gerneve
conputer. Compuserve provides a text interface to their service
but on the Internet side Compuserve only provides for Telret,
USENET groups and EMAIL. Delphi provides a little more in the
way of "text only"” interface to the Internet as WEB pages can be

bulk the

. accessed VIA a "text only® interface.

What are WEB pages? WEB pages are where the
activity on the Internet occurs.
oriented pages accessed through the use of a WEB browser such as
Netscape (for Pc's and Apple's}). A WEB browser simply
translates HTML (Hyper Text Markup Language) codes intc a
mixture of graphics and text on the screen. WEB pages are the
addresses that are often seen listed on Television in the
format: HTTP://address.com . HTTP stands for Hyper Text
Transfer Protocal relating back to the HTML codes.

Most WEB pages are written with graphics in mind so
accessing a WEB page with a "text only" interface will not ¢nly
look terrible but will be missipg the graphics. To actually
view a graphic WEB page not only must a system have a display
capable of 640 by 480 resolution (VGA) but a system capable of
displaying 256 colors and the minimun modem speed necessary is
14,400 alihough a 9600 might work if you want to take a nap, a
2400 modem to view a WEB page In graphics mode is completely
wnusable! Note that a standard TI99/4a will only operate at a
maximum modem speed of 2400 baud. So using a TI99/4a VIA a
*text only" interface to view a WEB page is barely useable at
best and is defiantly not recommended. This limitation extends
also to IBM PC's, XT's, AT's, 2B86's, Commodore, Atari's and even
a 3B6 system with VGA is barely capable of using Netscape as
Netscape requires "windows" and Windows requires a fast system,

memory etc... Generally speaking a 486 with VGA is the minimum
necessary to view WEB pages. So if you want to view these WEB
pages yot will need something a more powerful than a TI9S/4a

although you can view the non-graphics text located in those
pages with a TI99/4a or Geneve 9640...

Therefore, in order to connect to the Internet a system
must first connect to a host such as an Internet provider. Many
businesses have their own Internet connections and host system
but having your own direct connect to the Internet is expensive
and impractical for home and small business users. Most pecople
must go through an Internet provider to get onto the Interret.
Most cities have a variety of local Internet providers providing
access at a flat rate. Online services such as Compuserve,
Genie and Delphi also provide Internet access.

In my opinion the best Internet provider for T199/4a is

Delphi. Compuserve does not provide WEB page access via a "text

only" interface. Some local Internet providers may provide a
"text only®" interface so you will have to ingquire about this
before selecting a service. The type of "text only" interface

and it's abilities varry between Interret providers as well...
For access to Delphi call (voice) 1-800-695-4005 and you can
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receive 10 FREE hours access to try it out...

Therefore, the TI99/4a can.easily have Telnet access onto,
the Internet as well as access to USENET groups, pessibly FTP
and defiantly EMAIL. Web Page access (sometimes referred to as
the World Wide WEB) is very messy with the TI99/4a and is just
about unusable. Many TI39/4a owners use their PC's to access
the Internet and view the wide range of material available not
only for the TISS9/4a but just about anything else that you can
think of! If you have a Internet access check out my WEB page

at: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/gary_cox . Oon my
page I also have a link to the Polivka TI99/4a home page
(GREAT!) vhere you can then link to other TI%9/4a home pages...
If you would like to tink directly to Polivka's home page the
address is: http://w3.gwis.con/ polivka/994apg.html Note
there is a "squiggly" line (FCTN W on a TI keyboard) before the

word polivka which must be in the address!
Thus the TI99/4a can access the internet
only" interface in a very limited way.

SPEEDING UP TI-BASE
LOADING TIMES (c) 1995 by Bill Gaskill

TI-Bese is iIndisputably the slowest
manager available when run from its native SS5/SD floppy disk.
Why it 1is so slow to load is a combination of factors such as
the need to boot the multiple files that make up the program,
the hardvare used
supports & variety of loaders, each of which
amounts of time to get TI-Base up and running.

The slowest loader that you can choose is the XB loader,
which does a CALL LOQAD that pokes TIBASEB into memory so that it
can set up the -loading environment for TI-Base. The slowest
hardware environment that you can choose is a mechanical floppy
drive because it rotates at only 300 rpm and then only on
demand. 5o you not only have the slow rotation of the disk, but
you also lose a little more time waiting for the disk drive to
start up and then find things on the floppy. Put the two
together and you get a 60-70 second load time.

The fastest loader is the TIBASEP file, which is an E/A
option 5 file. When used with the Horizon Ram Disk and John
Johnson’s Menu (running ROS V7.35 or higher) the load time drops
to well under 10 seconds. TIBASEP is a progranm image file and
thus loads with the same kind of speed that causes Personal
Record Keeping data files to 1load so fast. The ram disk
operation is electronic rather than mechanical, which should
explain on it’'s face why it outperforms a normal floppy disk,
and JJ's Menu allows TIBASEF to be loaded at the press of a
sirgle key, with 20 module swapping. Put them all together and
you have a blazing operational environment that ANY IBM computer
owner would drocl over. If you are a hard disk drive owner the
load time 1is only slightly slower than a ram disk, since drive
speed is comparable and the TIBASEW hard disk loader is also a
program image file.

through a "text

lnading data base

take varying

Regardless of the loader used, your choice of hardware will
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+ have an impact on most things that TI-Base does. Because the
99/4A has such a small amount of memory for Ti-Base to work in,
many of the features are placed in a program ovgrlay file. As
with most data base management programs written for_the I1BM
world, TI-Base uses the overlay concept to switch different
functions in and out of memory as needed. This allows the main
shell of the program to be memory vresident while individual,
task-specific features can share the predefined memory space
that has been set aside for overlay usage. Since the overlay
file resides on disk rather than in memory. the_speed of your
disk drive will have a direct effect on how guickly over%ay
features are accessed. This access time pas a corresponding
effect on the speed of overall program operation. Thus the more
tines you perform a function that requires access to TI-Base's
OVRLAY/P file and the program segments that it houses, the
slower the overall operation of the program is going to be.
This becones painfully obvious to the floppy disk user, but goes
alnost unnoticed when a ram disk or hard disk drive is used.

It is quite possible that TI-Base can be run just as
efficiently from any of the other ram disks that are available,
I just don't own them and thus cannot verify whether they do or
not perform the same. I am not promoting the Horizon Ram Disk
over the Corcomp, Myarc, Quest or Rave units, I just happern to
own it. 1 do like being able to turn my computer on, have the
Johmn Johnson/Gary Bowser Menu appear as the default screen, and
then just press a single key to have TI-B@se up and running in
less than 10 seconds. If you are a serious TI-Dase owner as 1
am, I think that you will too. =eof=

SPEEDING UP TI-BASE
OPERATIONS (c; 1995 by Bill Gaskill

Last time we talked about speeding up the loading process
for the TI-Base " program, which I defined as the time that %t
takes to get from initial start up to the prompt for Today's
Date. After you have entered the date the SETUP file is read by
Ti-Base as a deflfault function and then the dot prompt appears.
But in between the date and the appearance of the dot pronpt,
which is where you want te be in order to use the program, there
s al ome time to be be saved. . .
is 2 ig SI stated, the SETUP file is &lways the flrst'f11e read
by TI-Base, as a default function. However, you don't "really
even have to have it, Although a "file does not exist" error
message will appear at the dot proampt, you can completely
eliminate the SETUP file by renaming it or leaving it off of
your working copy of +the program disk. Any parameter or
function performed in SETUP c¢an be recrgated from the dot
prompt. As delivered, SETUP coatains eight lines of code that
don't do anything more than set the cursor speed and display
messages. Virtually all of the parameters that one normally
uses in TI-Base SETUP operations already have default values
that can be used as is. SETUP is really only a professional
convenience, put there to meet user- specific needs.
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If you don't care to eliminate SETUP you can edit it down
to a single line or make each of the default lines in the Ffilé
comments. Either of these options will save you time in getting
the program to the dot prompt. If you wish to save SETUP with
your own values and parameters, you can also edit it {o
eliminate some of the more time consuming operations- that it
performs. In all wversions beginning with V2.0 and above, a
PRINTER driver data base is accessed through SETUP that takes as
much as 10 seconds to read on a floppy disk. Reading of the
PRINTER data base, which contains the escape codes for any
special wmodes or fonts required by your particular printer, can
easily be by-passed if you don't intend to do any sSpecial
printing during the current session. To do so, simply call the
SETUP file into the command file editor with a MODIFY COMMAND
DSK#.SETUP, where the pound sign is the number of the drive that
the TI-Base program is booted from. Once the SETUP file 1is on
screen press Fetn 2 to ipsert and then type in an asterisk in
front of the line that reads: PRINTER {your printer name). This
will make the command that activates the PRINTER data base into
a comments line so that it is by-passed by the c¢ommand file

interpreter. Press Fctn B8 to save the changes to the PRGDISK
and you are done. You will still be able to print from within
TI1-Base. You just can’'t use any of the special print modes or

fonts found in the PRINTER data base. When you want to activate
the special printer features, simply select an empty slot and
then type in PRINTER (your printer name) and the PRINTER data
base will be cpened, read and then closed all with that one-.
command from the dot prompt.

After you get to the dot prompt there are several things
that you can do to speed up operations. If you operate the
program directly from the dot prompt, rather than through the
conmand file wmode, you will Ffind that anything you do works
faster. Use of the command file mode invokes the command file
interpreter, which is among the biggest offenders in slowing
down the TI-Base program. But the command file mode does - have
some advantages from the dot prompt tooc. Aside from its ability
to support the creation of complex code for user-specific
programmirg mneeds, it can also be used to automate recurring
functions that you perform, thus saving you typing time. 1
discovered early on in my TI-Base experience that it was easier
to create short-named, one-line command files out of things 1like
the CATALOG, DISPLAY, FORMAT and LIST functions, than it was to
have to type the function in each each time I wanted io use one.
Once created a simple DO CAT for the CATALOG function or DO DIS
for the DISPLAY function got things rolling in no time. Try it,
you'll like it. ) =eqf= :




Organisation des TI / GENEVE Treffen Datei: TI=MEETING
s======zs=s=ass=====z========= Date of creation: 9.Feb 1996

Hello TI-friends, hallo GENEVE-freaks !

IT 1S TIME NOW to send the FIRST information for the

11. Internationalen TEXAS INSTRUMENTS S59/4a and
MYARC GENEVE 9640 from 20-22 September 1996
in Wolfsburg / Germany

out. So if you are in Europe in this i{ime and you are a
real I-friend I think there is no problem to make a weekend stop
in olfsburg {the hometown of Volkswagen }. We make the meeting
this year at: Freizeitheim vVarsfelde

Am Sporiplatz 5
D-38448 Wolfshurg - Vorsfelde

Germany

The mainly fair is on Saturday, 21st of September 1956.
But in he last years shown that many TI-user are interested to
stay a little bit longer at the meeting place to compute or to
make small excursions in the city of the meeting place. 1In this
yesr we organize a visit of the VOLKSWAGEN car-factory at riday
(2Cth. Sep) and a small tour to the german-german boundary
which divide Germany for a long time in to parts {on 21st Sep}.
But the main reason for the meeting is to get news and change
informations aracund the TI and GENEVE computer systems.

If you are like to stay longer in the area, the are Hamburg
greatest european port and 'Reeperbahn'}, Hanmrover (city of the
EXPO 2000) and Berlin (may be you know it form the ‘'wall')
within daytrip distance.

If you are like to visit the 11th international TI meeting
lezse contact one of the adresses below in the text. We will do
our best to make you an enjoyable weekend-stay in Wolfsburg.

The prices for a hotel night in Wolfsburg are bhetween 40 DM
lov level) up to 200 DM (de luxe) for a one night stay in a
single room.

Please contact us as soon you were sure that you wvisit our
eeling, so we will organize the rest for you.

Please contact only one of the two TI-MEETING-CONTACT
adresses © express your which to visit the 11.th International
T1 / GENEVE meeting in Wolfsburg.Send the following reservation
form ! Martrin Zeddies Burghard Knedel

Hauptstrasse 26 Bresauler Strasse 2
D-38446 Wolfsburg D-38550 Isenbttel

Germany Germany
Tel /Fax: 05363 / 71125 Tel: 05374 f 2237

11.internationales T1 GENEVE-Treffen vom 20-22
szsszszss=z=zzz=====:z=z=szssSeptember 1996s:ss=======z=s=saxzz2:
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Organisation des TI / GENEVE Treffen Datei: TI=MEETING

*tt‘ﬂ‘*#*tt#t#*ttttt*t**t*!t*'*t‘tt*tltt‘t*

* RESERVATION *

: for 11. Int. TI/GENEVE Computerfaire *
*

**‘*l*t*#.*#‘**t!#t!l#'*t*‘tit*‘*##tt*t#t!t

With this form I pleasure you to register me as a visitor
on the 11th International TI 99/4A and MYARC GENEVE 9340
Computgrmeeting in Wolfsburg, Please consider me with the
following informations for your meeting.

Name) {Firstname)

(Street No. ) (ZIP) (city)

{Phone / Fax ) (Computer system)

Date) (signature)

() 1T want show MY CWN SYSTEM on the faire.
I need table ___ Meter in length.

{ } I like to show new hardware on the TI-Faire. Please
contact me for firther details !

{ )1 li¥e te show a program / softwarepaket on the
meeting. he name of the product calls:

. Please contact me for more !

I want visit Wolfsburg with persons (all together).

Please check the possibilty for the night stays.

{ ) I need double/twin rooms and / or single
rooms ax. price for in accomodation is : DM /
person / night

( ) 1 only visit you on Saturday and need no place for
overight

( ) Please book the accomodation IN MY NAME. I an
willingness o pay a deposit for my reservation.

( ) I am sure to visit the computer meeting.Please send
me ___ tickets of the meeting for the speical price
(4 DM). Regular price on the meeting is (5 DM). I
pay with 2 IRC postal coupons.

{ ) Please send me detailed informations asout the TI /
GEyEVE meeting. I pay the postage for the sending of
this information and send you 2 IRC postal coupons.

On this fact

([ ) = cross here = fill in data

11 _Internationales TI GENEVE-Treffen vom 20-22
Septenber 1996




THINGS THAT HAVE COME AND GONE
AND SOME THAT NEVER WERE

article by Bill Gaskill June 1996

This month we'll finish up our discussion/tutorial on the
Navarone Data Base Management System and how you can get the
most out of it for your money.

SUBFILES:

If you had intended to create a subfile rather than sorting =

the file, the only thing different that would have been required
was an entry in the STRING prompt and the entry of an E or an N
in the parameters prompt.

To create a subfile, you must enter a search parameter in
the STRING variable that will be found in the field that is
being sorted on. For example, assume that you wished to create
a subfile of all records that contained the phrase
REVIEW-HARDWARE in the TYPE field. TYPE is the second field in
the file so you would enter 2 as the sort selection field and
then 31 and 22 as the beginning field position and LENGTH of the
sort field. You would enter the phrase REVIEW-HARDWARE in the
STRING prompt and then an E at the E/N prompt to tell the sort
program that it is to sort only those records that are EQUAL to
REVIEW-HARDWARE in the TYPE field.

The resulting file would then need to be RUN through the
SETUP program to generate a SETUP file as per the instructions
in the SORTING DATA paragraphs above.

PRINTING REPORTS:

To print a report enter the report generator by pressing 4
from the DBMS mepu. When prompted for the SETUP file neme,
which is the name of the report definition, enter DSKl.INDEXRPT1
and then press <ENTER>. Next, press Fctn G (BEGIN) and then
type in DSK1.INDEX at the DATA FILE prompt. The default printer
configuration of PI0O. appears. Alter it to fit your printer if
needed, press <ENTER> to accept it if it fits your system, or
erase it and press <ENTER> if you wish to print the file to
screen rather than to a printer. In this case we will actually
generate a printed report, so after taking care of the printer
name, press <ENTER> and answer the remaining prompts.

At the;
Last line of page header
enter a 01 and then press <ENTER>. At the;
Last line of record form
enter a 02 and then press <ENTER>.

Press <ENTER> through the remaining prompts for suppression
of detail and pauses beiween pages (unless you are not using
continuous feed paper) and the report printing process will
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begin. :
The LAST LINE... prompts are ‘somewhat confusing to the new
user. What they allow is control over header inclusion in the
report and spacing between lines printed on the report. Thus,

if you entered a zero at the ...PAGE HEADER prompt -the field -
nanes would not appear in the report. If you entered 03 at the
printed between it and the last record.

The Navarone report generation system also supporis other
advanced features besides the cut and paste layout capabilities.
Among the neatest are the ability to imbed printer control oodes
in a report definition and the ability to define break fields
that, when coupled with the detail suppression option, can count
the number of occurrences of a break field in the file. Consult
the system manual for more detail on these options.

HORIZON RAM DISK:

The Horizon Ram Disk may be used both as a program disk
and/or as a data File storage disk. If it is to be used as a
program disk, you must configure it as DSK1. DBMS treats it
exactly as it does a mechanical floppy.

HARD DISK USAGE:

DBMS supports the Myarc HFLC for both program access and
data file starage. The programs found on the DBMS system disk-
must be copied to the DSK1 emulation subdirectory for system
programs access. Data file stcrage capabilities may be created
in any subdirectory on your hard disk, as long as the WDSl.,
subdirectory name and then the file name, when combined into one
string of characters, do not exceed 15 spaces. For example;

WSD1.DBMS.FILES is acceptable because it is 15
or fewer characters in length. But,;

WDS1.DBMS. FILENAME would not work bLecause it
exceeds the 15 character combined path and filename limitation.

FUNCTION KEYS:

FCTN 1: Erases a data input block in the DBM SETUP screen
editor.

FCTN 2: Inserts a data input block space in the DBM SETUP
screen editor.

FCTN 4: Halts reports printing process in the DBM REPORTS
program. Deletes the current record in the DBM ENTRY program.

FCTN 5: Begins entry of a new record in the DBM ENTRY
program. Begins the oprinting process in the BBM REPORTS
program,

FCTN 6: Accesses the key field information screen in the
DBM SETUP program. Accesses the field length definition screen
in the DBM REPORTS program. Also used the same as the <ENTER>
key when using indexed method for data access in the DBM ENTRY
program.

FCTN 7: Displays a help window at the base of the screen in
the DBM ENTRY program. Accesses the report format editor in the
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DBEM REPORTS program.

FCTN B: Accesses the
ENTRY program. )

FCTN 9: Backs up one screen from the current
almost all situations,
current program.

first sequential record in the DBM

screen in
in any DBM program. FCTN =: Quits the

EXTENDED BASIC DATA ACCESS:

. Because DBMS data files are created in standard 993/4a
stglay/leed format, they may easily be accessed in an Extended
Basic environment. This means that data can be manipulated
outside of the DBMS environment so that features not provided by
DBMS can be created for further manipulation of data. For
e§ample. the Extended Basic program listed below may be used to
display the contents of the sample data base we have created.

1 !DBMS file access routine

100 CALL CLEAR :: R=2

110 OPEN #1:"DSK1.INDEX",INP UT ,DISPLAY ,FIXED 172

120 LINPUT £1:B$ :: DISPLAY AT(R,1):B$ :: R=Rs+4
THEN R=2

130 IF EQF(1)THEN 160 ELSE 1 40

140 CALL HCHAR(23,2,80,1):: DISPLAY AT(23,1):"ress any k ey
to resume scrol" :: CALL HCHAR{23.31,108,1}

150 CALL KEY(0.K.S):: IF S=0 THEN 150 ELSE 120

160 CLOSE #1

IF R >18

Other programs may be created thai can be used to merge two
or more data files into a single file, create subfiles frem a
main file, convert data to TI-WRITER format and more.

1 IDBMS file merge utility

100 CALL CLEAR

110 DISPLAY AT(5,1):"First f ile:": ;:"Merge file:":
file as:": :"Correct? (¥/N ):"

120 ACCEPT AT(5.12)BEEP SIZE (15):IN1§

130 ACCEPT AT(7.12)BEEP SIZE (15):IN2$

140 ACCEPT AT(9,14)BEEP SIZE (15}):0ONS$

150 ACCEPT AT(11,16)BEEP:YN$ IF YN$<>"Y" THEN 110

160 IF IN1$=0ON$ THEN 250

170 IF IN2$=0ON$ THEN 250

180 OPEN #1:0N$,UPDATE,DISPL AY ,FIXED 172
$.INPUT ,DISPLAY ,FIXED 172 DISPLAY AT{22,1):"
from:*:INi§

190 LINPUT #2:A$ ::
2,1):"Records merged:™;Y

200 1F EOF(2)THEN CLOSE #2 E LSE 190

1"Sav e

:: OPEN #2:IN1
":"Rea ding

PRINT #1 :AS$ Y=Y+1 :: DISPLAY AT(2

HOME COMPUTER MAGAZINE'S 'NO ADVERTISING®' POLICY:
The following text comes from the September 1984 issue of

Home Computer Digest. It is the announcement by Gary Kaplan et
al concerning HCM's move to emulate Mad Magazine,
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The publication you are_now holding is a bonus for
subscribers to Home Computer Magazine. 1t will be mailed to you
approximately nine times per year. We hope you'll find it both
enjoyable and useful.

The adjoining press release (see below) explains the reason
for this extra magazine--keeping you informed of mail order
product availability while allowing us an ad-free environment in
our main publication, 1°'d like to share with you--our valued
subscribers--some of the behind the scenes events which lead to
the unprecedented publishing nove described in the press
release.

First. as many of you know, a massive shake-out has been
taking place in the computer industry. Hardware and software
companies--and magazines--have been "biting the dust"” at an
alarming rate. In today's highly competitive marketplace, the
number of firms who sell enough product to be able to pay for
magazine advertising has rapidly been dwindling. what often
appears to be a healthy dose of paid advertising in a computer
magazine is often just an overextension of c¢redit. Many of the
advertisers have trouble paying: some are forced to go bankrupt
and never do pay. In effect, the thousands of advertisers the
computer magazine industry once had now numbers in the hundreds.

Fortunately, Home Computer Magazine is not dependent upon
advertising sales to “"stay alive’.
other computer magazines, we (1) sell almost all copies we place
on the newsstands, (2) haven’'t spent huge sums of money on
promotions to obtain subscribers, and (3) will be able to
further amortize our magazine T[ront-end costs over a new
spin-off product line debuting this fall.

The rest of the industry will probably regard Home Computer
Magazine as being slightly "mad* for turning away ad dollars,
put "what, Me Worry?'- MAD Magazine has prospered for over 30
years without outside advertising! We too, are confident that
this unorthodox move will actually assure our survivability and
bring greater financial success. The new "uncluttered" magazine
format will allow us to further distinguish ourselves from the
rest of the pack by giving both our present readers, and the
hundreds of thousands more future readers, a computer magazine
value unegualed anywhere. In the vernacular of the day, "more
beef and less bun® noursihes profitable growth.

It might interest you to know that all advertisers in this
Digest have pre-paid their ads--thus giving us (and we-hope you
too) some additional assurance of their viability as ongoing
businesses. Because these advertisers are now only reaching our
subscribers (and not our newsstand purchasers), we ask theat you
do them (and us) a favor by showing the Digest to others who
would benefit from seeing it--and letting them know that htye
can get their owvn personal copies by subscribing to Home
Computer Magazine.

Qur staff here is very proud to be pioneers in the computer
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That's because, unlike most

+




publ@shing industry--especially when others are retreating or
falling by the wayside. Without you, our loyal subscribers, the
succgssful Journey we’ve had over the years wouldn't have been
pcssible. I'd therefore 1like to once again thank each of you
for your past, present and future support.

Gary M.
Publisher

Kaplan

THE PRESS RELEASE:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
COMPUTER MAGAZINE MAKES UNPRECEDENTED MOVE

. Emerald Valley Publishing Co. announced today that
bgglnning with its September 1984 issue, Home Computer Magazine
will no longer carry outside advertising.

According to publisher Gary M. Kaplan, "We want Home
Compgter. Magazine to stand out and be recognized as the best
publication in its field. By removing the advertising content
from the magazine, we have the editorial and artistic freedonm to
produce a truly unique publication that will set the standard
for editorial quality, integrity, and readability for the enlire
industry."

The new magazine format will allow
pyesented in its entirety without
distracting advertising material. 1t will alspo prevent articles
from being broken by intervening editorial material resulting

from a less-than-flexible layout required to accommodate the
needs of advertisers.

each article to be
being interrupted by

"we have thoroughly analyzed the financial considerations
of this unprecedented move, " Kaplan continued. "Our
profitability projection has yielded very favorable results and
undoubtedly reflects the current magazine's uncommon strengths:
its extremely high sell-through percentage on newstands; its
large, inexpensively acquired subscriber base: and its companion
ON DISK Revue (tm), a spin-off software line recently introduced

at the Sunmer Consumer Electronics Show, slated i
distribution this fall." or retall
Subscribers to Home Computer Magazine will also be kept

abfeast of additional product availlability through a separately
ma}led. J2-page publication called Home Computer Digest (tm).
This supplementary publication will be mailed approxinmately nine

;in?i dperdi{ea; 1and will contain mail-order advertising plus
inite e oria material geared to read
prodeets by moria ers who purchase
# K ¥
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** Although Eaplan’s announcement .states that Home Computer
Digest would be mailed nine times per year, beginning (1 assume)
with the September 1984 issue, I've only seen September 19€4,
November/December 1984, and February 1984 issues. Does anycne
else out there in the TI Community have other issues of Home
Computer Digest? If so, I have two "extra” September 1984 isses
and two "extra" November/December 1984 issues that I would trade
1-for-1 for other issues I don’t have. If that is not possible,
but you do have other issues, please write me at Bill Gaskill
2310 Cypress Ct Grand Junction, CO 81506 or calil me at
970-242-8842 and we can discuss other possible arrangenents such
as my purchasing your copies etc.
